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lre Cecil itingle of Albuequerque, N.:.e0xe., has asked me to
m~ke a report on the Groberw=iuguas woll drilled six miles
. eanst of uLolin, N..eXe

This well, when it was taken over by +Tre iklley, and ire.
vwoodruff, for whom I wes drilling supt., had boen drilled

10 3975 fte with cable toolse There was 200 fte of 10=3/4 ine
crBing, 1350 fte of 8-5/8 ine cosling, and 3950 ft. of 5=3/4
ine. c¢~sing cemented, supposedly in the top of nn 0il bearing
sernd, cerring quite a bit of gha pressure.

we rigged up over this hole with a small rotary to drill

the couent plug and test the formatione After drilling the
plug and bailing the well dowft to soe if we had a "shut-off",
we cored ahead to 4050 fte. on brown sond but found no show of
0il or pas.

This hole h2d been standing full of heavy mud for flve

years and it 1s quite possible that any show of g=s in the
twenty five ft. of opsn hole below the casing could have
been mudded offe Our cores bolow 3975 ft. swowed nelther oil
or gase

Due to the small cosing we were having to make a 5=3/4 in.
hole, using 2«7/8 in. regular drill pipe and we were having
trouble getting enoush circulation to keep the hole cleane
However .re. .iley decided to carry the hole on down as Iar
ap pocsible under these condlitlons and the 5=3/4 ine. hole
was bottoned at 5200 fte

Aftor a conference in los Angeles it was deecided to pull the
srall enolin:, start with A lorger hole and go on to seven
thousand ft. or productione

we whip=otocked niway from the old hole at 700 ft. and started
mrking 9<7/3 in. hole et thot pointe £t 750 fte. live groen
01l storted showing up on the mud pits, but as this was the
velley f111, .re iley declded not to make a tect, 8O we
presed 1t upe

When the bit reached 5950 ft we bagnn to notice thot our md
was beins cut wilth grse It wos ot this polnt thri,our scogoglst,
LIxe Andrcws flgured we topred the lennsylvanine ihe decper

we got intoe the formetion, tho more gas woe encountercd and the
pore our nud was s cube A5 there is aluays dangor of a blowe
out in wildent drilling, we started londing our mud with ooriod
to keop the bottom hole prossure great enough to offset the gns

prossureé. By the tize we reached 6370 fte we wore using cleven
pound mud with a high viscesity, snd even with thls pressure
(/poroxe (300 1lboce £qe ine} it wos nocessary to koep the hole
full of mul whilo making a trip to change bitge
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At 6370 ftewve hnd a fishing Jjob, and as the hole was caving in
the upper fill and tho gas pressure was lncreasing es we got
deeprer in the rennsylvenis, we doecidod to set a string of 8-5/8
ine. cnsing to protect the hole and put on blowout preventers
and control headse.

During the tice we were drilling ir. iiley and .r. Yoodruflf
wore tryinc to get snd hold control of the Tome Grante. They hed
gotten control through Court actlion, but a higher Court reversed
the declslion and the lome Grant went back to .re xingle.

Since ir. i.lley and lr. woodruff h-d spent some ;300,000.00 on
this vonturc, they were unw#illing to bring in a well so close

to the Toxze Grant without some control or interest in the Cronte
Ko sntlsfactory deal could be worked out and .r. ..iley stated
positivd}y that he wouldn't drill another foot until it could.

On the 15th. of ‘ugust, 1946, I was ordered to shuat the well

doun until further notlice,and when I left ir. iiley's employment
in Ccte 1947 the well wrs setting just as we left it. Total depth
6370 fte with 2350 ft. of 8-5/8 ine c¢28ing cemented, the blowout
preventers and master gotes on, resady to drill ahead to the bottom
of the Pennnylvanis,

/i the well wns not completed, 1t would be impossible to say

wnat it would mnkee ire. illey hos been drilling oil snd gas wells
for over fifty ye~rs and he, as well as the geologisi, .r. “ndrews,
had all the faith in the world that we were on top of a large
producing structuree.

I was with the Olson Drilling Co. of Tulsa, Okla., for seventeen
years as driller and tool=-pusher and have drilled oil and gns
wells all over the sid-Continent end the Province of Alberta in
Cenndne. '

In ny estimntlon and from whnt the Pennsylvrnia formntion does
in thils stnte, this well properly drllled nnd corpleted would
make nny millions of feet of s ,with the best posibllity for
an oll well in the bottom of the structurec.

About Gepte lste of this yesr, after much litlgation, ir.iingle
gnined complete control of the Tore Grant snd it 1v my unierstonds.
ing that .re. .l1lley and fssotlstes hrve dissolved partnershin and
abandonded the Grobereruvsun +ell, nnd most of all the equipuent

nt tho well h=s been salvaged by creditors.

T.L.Crothers



