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MID AMERICA PIPELINE COMPANY 
FOUR CORNERS PIPELINE LOOP 
A SUBSIDIARY OF MAPCO NATURAL GAS LIQUIDS INC. 

PR 8 52 

RECEIVED 
March 22, 1995 

MAR 2 7 1995 

Mr. Roger Anderson 
Environmental Bureau 

Oil Conservation Division 
New Mexico Oil Conservation Division 
2040 S. Pacheco 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 

Dear Mr. Anderson: 

I am writing you concerning a new pipeline project that Mid-America Pipeline 
Company is proposing. Specifically, I am concerned about receiving hydrostatic 
test water disposal site clearance. 

This project is to meet the requirements of the El Paso Chaco Natural Gas 
Liquids plant located in the Four Corners Area of New Mexico. The expansion 
plans consist of a pipeline loop, parallel and adjacent to existing Mid-America 
pipelines, from the Huerfano Pump Station in the Four Corners area to the 
Hobbs station in Texas. The pipeline loop is approximately four hundred miles 
in length with a probable diameter of 12.75 inches. An increase of fifty thousand 
barrels per day will be required to meet the needs of the El Paso Chaco plant. 

The Project schedule is considered aggressive, requiring concurrent efforts in 
engineering, design, drafting, environmental and cultural assessments, right-of-
way acquisition, procurement and construction. It is desired to start construction 
in mid-summer of 1995, and be operational by January 1, 1996. 

I have included an overview map of the entire project, and a book containing the 
hydrostatic testing procedure and the water resource and disposal site locations. 
I would appreciate it if you would review these locations, and advise me of the 
permit procedure required. 'The majority of these sites were used for this 
purpose during the last pipeline installation by Mid-America Pipeline Company in 
this area in the early 1980's. Many regulations have changed since this last 
project; therefore, I would appreciate any recommendation that you would have 
concerning these locations and the disposal procedures. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this information, you may 
contact me at our Albuquerque project office, (505) 823-9443, 5345 Wyoming 

^ fc3fe m m (W>d) 

5345 WYOMING BLVD. N.E., SUITE 101 • P.O. BOX 91327, 87199-1327 ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 87109 • (505)823-9443 FAX: (505) 857-9923 



Street NM, Albuquerque, NM 87109. If you would like to set up a meeting in 
Santa Fe, please let me know. I appreciate your time and cooperation in this 
matter, and I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Cherie Rees 
Engineer 

Enclosures (2) 

cc: Gary Harkey 



WYOMING 

4 
A 

TENNECO GALL 

ARIZONA NEW MEXICO 

NEW MEXICO 

LEGEND 
PUMP STATION 

— ROCKY MOUNTAIN PIPELINE 
— ROCKY MOUNTAIN LOOP 

— FOUR CORNERS PIPELINE 

TEXAS 

CAP ROCK 

HOBBS 
I owe 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN LOOP 
PROJECT 

SCALE: 1" = 80 MILES 



MID-AM ERICA PIPELINE COMPANY ? a 

FOUR CORNERS PIPELINE LOOP A D D i 1 
A SUBSIDIARY OF MAPCO NATURAL GAS LIQUIDS INC. n T K J ± JP^.S 

&n//ronmenra; 
0 , i C o n s ^ a t , o n S'wsion 

April 7, 1995 

Mr. Roger Anderson 
New Mexico Oil Conservation Division 
2040 S. Pacheco 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 

Dear Mr. Anderson: 

Mr. Lee Gibson of the EPA had requested more information about our plans for 
the hydrostatic test water for our new twelve inch natural gas liquids pipeline; 
therefore, I thought it might be helpful for you to have the same information. 
With this information and the information that was sent on March 22, 1995, I am 
requesting a permit to discharge test water at the sites designated in the report 
titled "Hydrostatic Testing Procedure and Water Resource & Disposal Site 
Locations." 

The testing and water will be handled in the following manner. The pipeline will 
not be pigged before the hydrostatic test is performed. The intake hose will be 
screened to prevent unwanted items in the hydrostatic test water. The withdraw 
sites indicated in "Hydrostatic Testing Procedure and Water Resource & 
Disposal Sites Locations" are tentative locations. We will be working out the 
details to use this water in the near future. If the Oil Conservation Division has 
any special requirements for withdrawal sites for hydrostatic test water, please 
let me know as soon as possible. The discharge rate for disposal will be 
regulated and energy dissipation devices will be used to prevent erosion of 
upland areas, streambottom scour, suspension of sediments or excessive 
stream flows. The energy dissipation devices that will be used in this project are 
silt fence, sediment trap, gravel or stone filter berm, and straw bale barrier. 
Diagrams and descriptions of these devices are included. The water will also be 
tested before it is placed in the pipeline and before it is being discharged to the 
environment. 

I am under the understanding that the EPA does not have an approved permit to 
discharge for the state of New Mexico. However, I am filing information with the 
EPA to cover any federal requirements. Furthermore, a permit from the Oil 

5345 WYOMING BLVD. N.E., SUITE 101 P.O. BOX 91327, 87199-1327 ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 87109 • (505)823-9443 FAX: (505) 857-9923 



Conservation Division would cover any additional requirements in the State of 
New Mexico. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss this information, you may 
contact me at our Albuquerque project office, (505) 823-9443, 5345 Wyoming 
Street NM, Albuquerque, NM 87109. I appreciate your time and cooperation in 
this matter, and I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Cherie Rees 
Engineer 

cc: Gary Harkey 



Silt Fence 

What Is rt 

A silt fence, also called a "filter fence," is a temporary measure for sedimentation control. It 
usually consists of posts with filter fabric stretched across the posts and sometimes with a wire 
support fence. The lower edge of the fence is vertically trenched and covered by backfill. A silt 
fence is used in small drainage areas to detain sediment. These fences are most effective where 
there is overland flow (runoff that flows over the surface of the ground as a thin, even layer) or in 
minor swales or drainageways. They prevent sediment from entering receiving waters. Silt fences 
are also used to catch wind blown sand and to create an anchor for sand dune creation. Aside 
from the traditional wooden post and filter fabric method, there are several variations of silt fence 
installation including silt fence which can be purchased with pockets presewn to accept use of 
steel fence posts. 

— 

Extension of fabric and wire 
into the trench 

FIGURE 3.17 SILT FENCE DETAILS 
(Modified from State of North Carolina. 1988; 

and State of Wisconsin. 1988) 



Sediment Trap 

What Is It 

A sediment trap is formed by excavating a pond or by placing an earthen embankment across a low 
area or drainage swale. An outlet or spillway is constructed using large stones or aggregate to 
slow the release of runoff. The trap retains the runoff long enough to allow most of the silt to 
settle out. 

CROSS SECTION 
TOP OF EMBANKMENT 
OR EXISTING GROUND 

MAXIMUM 
2 : 1 SLOPE 

FILTER CLOTH 

STONE 

4 ' MINIMUM TOP 
WIDTH MAXIMUM 2 : 1 

STORAGE HEIGHT 
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APRON 

EXCAVATE FOR STORAGE 
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TRAP DISCHARGE 
TO UNDISTURBED/ 
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COMPACTED 
EMBANKMENT 

FLARE APRON 

CHANNEL SIDE FORMED BY 
COMPACTED EMBANKMENT 
OR EXCAVATION INTO EX­
ISTING GROUNO 

FIGURE 3.20 TYPICAL SEDIMENT TRAP 
(Modified from State of Maryland, 1991) 



Gravel or Stone Filter Berm 

What Is It 

A Qravel or stone filter berm is a temporary ridge constructed of loose gravel, stone, or crushed 
rock. It slows and filters flow, diverting it from an exposed traffic area. Diversions constructed of 
compacted soil may be used where there will be little or no construction traffic within the right-of 
way. They are also used for directing runoff from the right-of-way to a stabilized outlet. 

FIGURE 3.18 TYPICAL GRAVEL FILTER BERM 
(Modified from Commonwealth of Virginia, 1980) 



Straw Bale Barrier 

What Is It 

Straw bales can be used as a temporary sediment barrier. They are placed end to end in a shallow 
excavated trench (with no gaps in between) and staked into place. If properly installed, they can 
detain sediment and reduce f low velocity from small drainage areas. A straw bale barrier prevents 
sediment from leaving the site by trapping the sediment in the barrier while allowing the runoff to 
pass through. It can also be used to decrease the velocity of sheetflow or channel f lows of low-to-
moderate levels. 

FIGURE 4.21 CROSS SECTION OF A PROPERLY INSTALLED 
STRAW BALE BARRIER 

(Modified from State of Wisconsin. 1988) 
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Road or Slreel in congested area Sawmill 

Mileage indicated thus € Drive-in Theater Mileage indicated thus 

a Fire Station 
Highway Interchange Historic Ruin 

Vacant Units are shown by open 
Federal Aid Interstate Highway symbols, thus: 
Number (All Interstate Routes Have Figure denotes number ol units ol 
Controlled Access) like kind 

U.S. Highway Number •5* Mine U.S. Highway Number 
Gravel Pil 

Slate Highway Number c- Corral Slate Highway Number 
U Windmill 

Sanla Fe Nalional Historic Trail m Well or Water Tank 

National or Slate Line T Artesian Wells 

County Line 
o o o o o Oil or Gas Wells County Line 
4 Forest Ranger Stalion, Dislricl 

Indian Reservation Line Forest Ranger Stalion, Year-long 
Forest Ranger Station, Seasonal 

National Park, National Monument, ® Permanent Lookout Stalion 
and Slate Park Line Camping Ground 

^ M m m M M W M W ^ Nalional Forest and Game or 
^ ^ i ^ t ^ i ^ M ^ ' V ^ M ^ ^ ! Reluge Line 

Bird 

Military Reservation Line 

~ Land Grant Line 

„, . corporate Limil Line 

— — — Township Line 
Section Line—Surveyed 

i m ea iiiiiai • « i i Boundary Monuments 
A Triangulation Station 
@ Identical Lookout and Triangulalion 

Station 
•fa Identical Airway Beacon and 

Triangulation Station 
A Identical Church and Triangulalion 

Stalion 
A Identical Schoolhouse and 

Triangulation Station 
/ \ Identical Building and Triangulalion 

Stalion 
D

X

M Permanent Bench Mark and 
iz3s Elevation 

7520 Prominent Elevation 

— Township Corner in Place 
Seclion Corner in Place 

@ State Capital 

© Counly Seat 
O Olher Cily, Town, or Village 

City, Town, or Village (Incorporated) 

Town or Village (Dashed Line 
denotes limits ol Supplementary 
Vicinity Map') 

Dwelling or Farm Unit 

Group ol Dwellings (Figure denotes 
number ol units) 
Hotel 
Store or Small Business House 
Post Ollice 

Business and Posl Ollice 

City Hall 

8 

t 

V 
r 

-)—-(-» 

T T T T T 

T T T T T T 

(iifffluwi 

A\l....ill....lW> ••"/._ 

Railroad 
Narrow Gauge Railroad 
Railroad Tunnel 
Raiiroad Stalion (Locai Agent) 
Railroad Station (Prepay) 
Grade 
Railroad above 
Railroad below 

Railroad 
Highway (over 20' span) 
Ford 
Dam on Large River 
Dam on Small Stream 
Reservoir and Dam 
Ditch or Canal 
Flume 
Syphon 
Pipeline or Conduit 
Tramway 
Telephone or Telegraph Line 
Telephone or Telegraph Line along 
road 
Transmission Line 
Fence (any lype) 
Spring 
River 
Stream 
Intermittent Stream 
Large Intermittent Stream 
Marsh or Swamp 

Levee or Dike 

Mountain Range. Mesa, or Butte 

s , . . / S i n k o r Depression 

o 
o 
0 

Army, Navy, or Marine Corps Field 

Commercial or Municipal Airport 

Intermediate Field 

Landing Area or Strip 

"Af Airway Light Beacon 

B3 Garbage, Rubbish, and Other 
(A) Auto 
|M] Scrap Metal 
LEI Land Fill 

•Supplementary Maps are available Irom New Mexico State 
Highway and Transportation Department 
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A B ( 

(1W) Si te # 1W Located at I r r igat ion Di tch Latera l at Hwy. Mi. Marker 142.1 Approx . 9 Mi les 

Nor th of Huer fano Sta. (Huer fano Sta. at Hwy. Mi. Marker 133 on Hwy. 4 4 ) 

( 2 W ) Si te # 2W Loca ted at Main I r r igat ion Di tch A .M. 411.1 on Pipel ine Approx . 12 Mi les 

Nor th of Huer fano Sta. 

( 3 W ) Site # 3W San Juan River Approx . 17 Mi les Nor th of Huer fano Sta. (Hwy. Mi . Marker 151) 

( 4 W ) Si te # 4W C i t y of B loomf ie ld R a e 1 
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(1D) D isposa l Si te #1D Located at A.M. 384.1 
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( 8 D ) Si te # 8D Loca ted at A .M. 312.8 

(9D) Si te # 9D L o c a t e d at A .M. 299.3 
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( 2 0 D ) Si te # 20D Loca ted at Estancla S ta t ion , A .M. 223.5 
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Hwy. 60 Crossing, Stool Gate on North Side 
Follow North to Next Gate, Can See Gate 
Valves to the West, Site South of Gate Valves. 
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Near Hwy. Mile Marker 171.5. R /W for 2.25 Miles Past Pipel ine t o gate, 
and Si te 27D Approx . 1/4 Mile or Less . Turn Sou th For 1.6 Mi les, Turn West on 

Road (Wator Tank on R igh t ) for 1.4 Mi les 
o n R/W, A.M. 142, Southeas t Down R/W 
1.35 Miles On-S i te . 
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(34D) S i te # 34D L o c a t e d On Hwv -*an »t M . i n u ,~ " 

,»», s„e. 35D s„u,„ ̂ zrrjr^rcis^Rd- TT 3451 FO,IOW *u-
( 3 6 D ) S i te # 36D L o c a t e d at Hwy 457, Caprock S ta t ion . 
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