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MR. STOGNER: Call rext Casa

MR, TAYLOR: Application of L.
L. Robinett to remove angd market oil from the Ogalalla for-
mation, Lea County, New Mexico.

MR. CAPRR: Mr. Examiner, nry
rame is William P, Carr, with the law firm Campbell & Black,

Wea represent L. L,

this matter and I have one witness,
MR. STOGNER: Are
other appearances in this matter?”
Will the witness please stand

and D8 sworn?

{Witness sworn.)

JOFE D. RAMEY,
as a witness and beinqg duly sworn upon his

to-wits:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR.

CARR:

Q Will you state vour full name and place
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co2 D. Ramey, Santa Fe, llew Mexico.

Mr. Ramey, by wihom are you 2mployed and

A I'm an 01l and gas consultant and 1n this
case I am representing Mr, L. L. Robinett,

0 Have vou previously testified before bhe
Division and had your credentials accepted and made a rmatter
of record?
A Yes, 1 have.
Q Were you qualified at that timg‘gﬁ

roleum angineer?

=

=
<
T
n

Q Are vyou familiar with the application

filed in this case on behalf of L. L. Robinett?

A Yes, I am.
Q Are you familiar with the subject area?
A Yes.

MR. CARR: Are the witness'
hs acceptable?
MR. STOGNER: Yes, they are.
Will vou briefly state what L. L. Robi-
in this case?
A Mr. Robinett seeks permission to produce

and market oil from the -- from water wells located in the
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the southeast aguarter of Section 292, Township

B

SRange 37 Fast, from water walls in the Ogallala
Rang g

0 Have vyou prepared certain exhibits for
introduction in this case?

A Yes, I have.

Q Will vyou please refer to what has Dbeen
marked as Robinett Exnibilit Number One, identify thisg, and
review it for the Examiner?

A Exhibit One is just the lease é’

araa involved. The south half of the southeas: qu

sald Secticn 29 is outlined in green and there’'s
area in the scutheast of the southeast that is tﬂ
that's presently under control by Mr. Robinett.

Q And vyou are seehing approval from the
Division to produce this oil from the acreage which is out-

lined in green.

A Yes.
Q You're not asking the Division to nmake

tion as to the ownership of the hydrocarhons?

No.

Would you now refer to what has been mar-

.Kéd Sé Exhiait Number Two and review that for the Examiner?
A Exhibit Number Two is just a reduction of

the large exhibit you have in front of vyou, Mr. Examiner,
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g&% the line aoling from southeast Lo narthwest is
ﬁéﬁéﬁ Mexico pipeline that goes through the area.
The three-sided outline of red in approx-
imataely the middle of the exhibit is the acreage of Mr., Rob-
inett and the wells that are drillad along the pipeline are
monitor wells that were drilled by Texas-Mew Mexico Pipeline
or the 01l Conservation Division and those that are outlined
in red were wells that 0il was found in.

Thera are all water wells that w

led to the Qgallala in this area.

L9

Now, Mr. Ramey, the Oil Conservation D
ision wells are indicated by what symbol? 63
oSy
A Thay're a diamond symbol and they
the bottom half of the -- of the exhibit.
0 Does Mr. Robinett propose to drill addi-
tional wells in the area?
A Yes he has permission from the State FEn-

gineer to drill three additional water wells in the area and

he plans on drilling those along the south line of -- of his

Would you provide the Examiner with back-

‘mation on how this whole matter has come to Mr.

it

TRobinett's attention and, also, now to the Division's atten-—

tion?

A Well, as I understand, I don't -~ I don't
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cf the oil, but Texas-New Mexico

time ago reported a spill of oil in
the “‘area-and sometime after that the -~ one of the Monument
city -- or communlty water wells started producing oil.

It 15 my understanding that the Hobhs 0Of-
fice of tne Division, and perhaps the Santa Fe Qfflce was
involved, alseo, requested Tevxas~New Mexico to drill a bunch
of  monitor wells to try to outline the extert of the water
contamination, and as a result of this drilling, «
sult of this drilling is what we have on Exhibit

Mr. Recbinett owns the surface
perties outlined in red on that exhibit and two
drilled on his property, or three wells were driiled on his
property; two of them had otil in the.water and one did not.

Q Has Mr. Robinett conducted hailing tests,
fluid level tests, on the zone?

A Yes, he has =-- he has tested by thn Wells
No. 22 and No. 22 and 20 and 29.

Q Would you now go to Exhibit Number Three
ae information contained in that exhibit and re-
o the wells displayed on Exhibit Number Two?

Exhibit Number Three is a series of
ﬁ%etsvéh"éééh of the wells mentioned, No. 29, No. 20, No.
22, 23, and 14.

The exhibit has five columns. The first
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0 water and the second is depth to oil and then
Jumin would then he the difference of the two, or
'%g amount of 0il on the well,

The last column is the date and the -~ or
the next to last 1s the date and the last 1s the time.
For axample, in Well No. 29 on 4-25-8%

the depth to water was 20.42 feet; the deoth t¢ 01l was

—
o

.56, which l1eft 1.86 feet of oil floating on top of the

Ogallala in this case.

Well No. 2C, which is the we}
south of Mr. Robinett's property, had -- the dept

was 2%.85 feet; the depth to oil was 20.7 feet,;f

And Well No. 22 has 1.69 feet of oil and
Well No. 23 has 2.36 feet of 0il, and then Well No. 14,
which 1s to the north of his property, has .99 feet of oil
on the -- on the water.

Q And this exhibit shows oil was encoun-
tered on the water in each of the wells on his property and
,0f the wells offsetting his property.

Yes,

Can vou make a rough estimate as to the

on this property if you assume a foot of o0il on the water?

A A foot of oil should equal something




Ang will removal of the oili reduce tho

= . . . . .
n  problem that will result from having this oil

'3 codtamihé~i
4 | 1n the water zone?
5 A It certainly should, It's just not a3
6 | healthy situation to have oil in contact with fresh water,

7 Q Would vou now go to Robinett Exhibit Num=-

8 | ber Four, identify this for Mr. Gtogner?

9 A Exhibit Number Four are approved. lica=
L
Lo . e . . 3{“ ; e
10 | tions that Mr. Robinett made to the State Englnéﬁ

11 | for drilling three additional water wells in tae éaea.
12 What Mr. Robinett intends to dé‘is dril
13 | 24~inch holes to, oh, probably a depth of 40-45 fpg%“ and
14 | then he will set 18-inch perforated casing in the well and
15 | it 13 his intent to set some kind of an electric pump, a
16 | sump bpump or water well pump in the oil column 1in these
17 | wells, and run -- run the pumps off of a time clock or a
18 | high/low switch, and based on his bailing test that he made,

19 [ he has roughly figur=d that he will have to produce the

seconds to a minute and then shut them in for

in this case he can produce a few gallons of oil

At the well is on, and hopefully, @ few barrels

Sk : =
23 | a day from the wells.
24 His bailing -- on the bailing tests, for

28 | example, on Well No. 22, he bailed for three minutes and
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0
gallons of o0il, and then in approXximately 40
the 0il level had built back up. Ha readuced
appro¥imately a foot in this rtime, which was
just about -- he had 1.9 feet of 0il on top of the water at
that time and he reduced it, in three minutes he reduced the
211 level one foot, but then the 0il level built hack up in
30 minutes, so that's his assumption, that he could produce
the wells for about 20 seconds to a minute and then they'll

ne shut in for 30 minutes,

Q Mr. Ramey, will you now refer g@fﬁbﬁin

Exhibit Number Five and identify that, please?

2 S|
LY Exhibit Number Five is a letter from Culf

011 Exploration and Production Company. Gulf has the o0il
and gas lease on the south half of the southeast gquarter of
Section 29, and 1in thig case they do not claim the oil.
They say that oil in the Ogallala is -- had to come from
some place else, and they say that it was tﬁeir understand-
1ng that there was a leak in the Texas-New Mexico pipeline
oil probably came from that, but they make no
il and have no objection to Mr. Robinett pro-
1s.

Mr. Ramey, has anyone else ever sought
and obtained approval for a program similar to this?

A Yes. Some years back an individual by
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osuph 0. Walton did -- did request and receive

]approvél’-rdm the Qil Conservation Commission to produce oil

““from the Ogallala in an area west, north and west of Hobbs,

New Mexico.
That, that operation is still gqoing on.
MR. CARR: Mr. Examiner, for
the purposes of the record 1'd-like to advise that that ap-
nroval was given by Order R-29%02. The order was entered o©n
May 4, 1965, 1n Casa 3235.
0 Mr. Ramey, would vou now ref
Mas  been marked Robinett Exhibit Number Six dn&-
this?
order for this case as an ald to the Examiner.
Q 1n your opinion will granting this appli-
cation be in the best interest of conservation, the preven-
tion of waste, the protection of correlative rights, and the

protection of fresh water supplies?

A Yes, it will.

Were Exhibits One through Six compiled
Hraction and supervision?
Yes, they were.

MR. CARR: At this time, Mr.
Stogner, we would offer into evidence Robinet: Exhibits One

through Six.

A Exhibit Number Six is just a suggested
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12
MR. STOGNER: Exhibits One
zwill be admitted into evidence.
‘ MR. CARR: That concludes my

direct examination of Mr. Ramey.

CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. STOGNER:
Q Mr. Ramey, on Exhibit Number Four, this
is a well that was applied for to ~- in this partigul

where the o0il will be produced, is that right?

A Yes, that is correct, Mr.

Robinett, you will notice, the first well says ﬁ%'

second well says Lot 8; and the third well says Ldt’?
That will all be changed. He will --
whichever lot, the one that's on the east side, he will
place all three wells in that particular lot.
I'm not sure whether that's 7 or 8, but
that will all be cleared up through the State Engineer Of-
fice before -- before he drills the wells.

He could place two of them right now and

I show up there in 2 that it's located in
the northwest quarter of the southeast quarter of Section

29. fs that correct or is that incorrect?
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You show what, Mr. Stogner?

2n guesticn numbher two, describe we

-cation-under one of the following subheadings, and it's

ked tne northwest guarter of the southeast quarter, S

29, and this 1s 1in Exhipit Four.

A Yeah, it would be -~ 1t would be

northwaest of the southeast quarter.
It should be the northwest of the
e2ast southeast to identify it as a l0-acre.
Mr. Robinett has Lot No. 7 of

dition, which is =~

11 lo-

PRI

Q Is Lot No. 7 identified on Exhibit Two?
A On Exhibit One the red area is Lots 7 and
8. Lot WNo. 7 would be the easternmost lot. Lot No. 8 is

the westernmost lot in that area.

I1f you would like, I have a -- I have a

little plat that shows the lots.

Q Maybe that might help me cut a litt

le.

A Lots 7 and 8 are roughly the red area.

This would help me tremendously.

do that, please.

Q Okay, now Lots 7 and 8 corresponds

MR. CARR: Would you like this

MR. STOGNER: Yes, go ahead and

with
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* 4
iQ{iﬁfif“.;‘chibit Two as the rectangular box located essen-

inFthe middle of the exhibit, is that right?

Yes, only 1 don't know -~ I don't know

the extent to the west, I'm not sure of the -- of what the

scale is on this ~-- on that particular plat.

You'll notice the -~ he has section lines

on there but they are broken.

inch to -- equalf 100 feet.

exhibit.

Q Okay, let me say I show a scale being one

and 8 is.

A

BEEE o)
Q But anyway, that, now I know where Lots
A They're located on the northern outskirts

of Monument.

Q The suburbs.
A The suburbs of Monument.
Q What type of separation equipment will be

gthe lease, or what type of equipment will there

to produce the well into a tank. He doesn't

anticipate producing any water and there is no -~ no gas in

the olil
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He will set his pumps in the oil column
his timing equipment to where it shuts down when

he has pumped the oil.

Q How will the royalty be handled on this?
If any?

A If any rovalty is due, it wiil certainlyk
be paid. Mr. Robinett at this time will put one-eighth cf

the value of the ~- any oil he sells in an escrow account.

Q To clarify the record, wwho owng.the

. sur-

face? ,
A wWho owns the surface? .
Q Yeah. :
A Mr. Robinett.
Q On the whole south half of the --
A No,
Q Only where his water wells are?
A Only the red area does he have the out-

right ownership of the surface.

He 1s at present and possibly in the
ehis works out, he may try to get addtional -~-
‘ ditional surface acreage to attempt to remove
the water.

AO’. If for some reason water is produced with
the oil, what will then happen to the water?

A Mr. Robinett will have to get an appro-
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she does, he mentioned that he would -- he would
Figate with the water; he would have a small gar-

the water for irrigtion purposes.

Q And that will be handled under the Fate
Engineer's Office.
A Yes. I think, you know, a domestic well

owner Ccan  appropriate or is automatically given a 2-~acre
foot appropriation for, vyou know, fruit tree
such as that, garden, lawn.

MR. STOGNER: I have iy
guestions of this witness,

Are there any furth
of Mr. Ramey?

Mr. Bover, will vou plezse
stand, identify vourself, who you work for and your posi-
tion?

MR. BOYER: My name is David

I nave just a counle questions

QUESTIONS BY MR. BOYER:

Q It's my understanding that very little or




“Y 1 no wateris to bhe sraduced ith the rocovery 1o this  case,

2 | is that correct?

3 : A That s thae -- certainly the 1ntantion

o
4 | Mr. Robilnatc, He doas not have 4 waner approapriation and Lo
5 | oroduce any water he has to have an -—-
6 Q 5 --
7 A -- anpropriation,
8 Q Is tne Crder R-3221 applicable in  this

9 | particular area in any evenct
10 A Well, that

11 | think it says that vou, you Xnow,

12 | rel a day open pit discosal.

rad e

13 I thinx that says from cil wellg. fhééé
14 | are -~ these will pe -- we're going to produce o1l  from
1§ | water wells 1in this case, hut it does also sav nproduced
16 | water, and so I would assume you have, 1f any water is pro-
17 | duced with the o1l it could also be c¢onsidered produced
18 | water,

19 In this case I think Mr. Robinatt would

dispose of up to one barrel a day intoc an open

I1f he chose to do that, I do not think

would be any danger of contamination, He could
24 | -- ne could put his plt somewnere near Well 23 on his pro-

25 | perty and then if there was any seepage from the pit to the
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Qﬁat@r In this case, 1f£ would be in an area where
Okay. If Mr. Robinert does have a garden
vr soumething nther than a vit, 1s he planning to make sure
that there 1s nd runoff to the vicinity of any of the exist-
1ng uncontaminated wells or any uncontaminated groundwater?
in other words, is he nlanning to garden

in such a way that he doesn't have any runoff down towards
those areas?

A I think all good gardeners
level garden and try to contairn their water.

Q Okay. My last question is thatim

standing 15 that exlsting Wells No, 22 and 23 are
b= used for recovery of the oil?

A They ay be used. I think he will do
further testing from those wells and will recover a little
©0il but they are small bore wells and he can certainly, vyeou
xnow, do hetter and recover more 01l from a large bore well,
which 1is the intent of the others. These were, I think,

or something, or 2-inch PVC tubing in them,

And there is just a very some volume of

Q Do you know what the status will ‘be of

those wells after -- after this order -- if this order is
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will

aCCP258

and/or ownership of those

5 be transferred from Texas-New Mexico U
Robinevr 1f this order 1s approved?

A As 1 understand, Taxas-MNew Mexvico ha
dicated to Mr. Robinett tnat Lhose wells wiil be trans?
Lo o -=- to him,

MR. BOYER: I have nn
questions, Mr. Examiner.
MR. STOGNER: Than

Boyer.

witnessy?

couple guestions.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. TAYLOR:

O Mr.

s 1n=-

errod

nthar

Any other questions®’of this
MR. TAYLOR: Yean, I've gotbt a
Ramey, do you have any idea how --

Q Mr.
sea would be drained by these wells?

Well, hopefully, Mr. Robinett has

Y : P
from his -- from all three acres by these wells.

abhout

in there, and hopefully, he can drain the o1l
Q Has he done any tests? I notice dust
wells

looking at your Exhibit Two that there are quite a few
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g assume all tinese ar2 water wells, quite a fow

Yes, they're all water wells.
G -- that snhow oil in them.
Hasz he done any testing or is there any
that's been done to your knowledge that would indicate
wnetner this ~- the oil in these various wells 135 <coming

from =~ came from the Texas-New Mexico Pipeline leak or

comes from other sources of contamination?
A No, we have made no -- no atte
termine where the oil i1s coming from, Just 1ook%y

looking at, vyou know, the red marks, it would ceg

leaks from the pipeline.

Q Okay, thank you,.
MR. STOGNER: Any further ques-
tions of this --
A I would point out that there's a well
that's just north of 15 and just south of 16 on that plat.
That i a -~ that is a well that Texas-
pumping o0il from. They are -- they are recov-~
m the top of the water from that well.
Q | Is that the only well they're pumping oil
from at the time, to your knowledge?

A As I understand, it is. They may have
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about thd

produting  from anothaer but I'm pet -- I'm not surae
R

3

S-but 1 understand they

fE‘halfja»bafrel 4 cday at thls time,

G Thank you.
MR. STOGNER: Are there any
Further comments, Mr. Rdmeys
A I hava nothing further.
MR. STOGNER: Any further aquoas-

tions of Mr. Ramey?

If not, he may

MR. CARR: Mr.

time we would uffer Robinett Exhibit Number Seven:into evi-

dence,

MR, STOGNER: Exhibit Number
Seven will be offered into evidence at tnls time.

Is there anvthing further 1in
Case Number 8539 today?

1f not, this case will be con-
rinued to the Examiner's Hearing scheduled for June 5th,

;ch time it will be taken under advisement.

{Hearing concluded.)
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