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Offwlals Planmng
Temporary Well

By TERRY SHOLIN
Of The News-Sun Staff -

State officials are developing a

contmgenc){ plan for Monu-
ment's wate supply system in
the event an %il leak that con-
taminated the town's water

‘'supply in September moves into

the town’s two good wells. ~ =

The plan involves connecting a )

new water well to the present
system. The well was recently

drilled north of the site where oil
contaminated the town's water
supply, which is located north of y

the Monumeni schoothouse. "

Currently, oil floats on top of
the ground water about 120 feet
from the good wells, data from
monitor wells shows. -

Although the officials say data

from the monitor wells shows the

oil skim appears to be sta- .

tionary, they want to be able to
avoid an emergency situation’

should the town s two good wells

become contaminated, the of-.

ficials said.

The two 'good wells are,"

southeast of the oil contamina-

tion. Groundwater in the area

flows toward the southeast.

In September, when heavy oil \j
vapors seeped from Monument .
faucets following contamination

of the town's water supply

possibly from ‘an oil pipeline

leak, National Guardsman
trucked water to the town.

" And then, while monitoring the
first contamination site, - state

officials located a
20-to-30-year-old site of oil con-
tamination possmly from an old
casingleak.

Should Monument’s water
supply system become contami-

nated again from either of the
two groundwater contamination
. Continued on Page 2 '
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<. Division officials to insure water
- quality is acceptable for human |
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. two good wells.

"' sites, an’ aYeviymv€ w hauling
‘water to*the cuimunity will be
_available to residents, Hobbs il .
. Conservation Division ‘Mannger )
.. Jerry Sexton said. "

The new well, when tested,

*. showed no signs of_ o6il ¢oi--
! Lammatxon with water awallab‘ :
“at a rate ‘more, ‘than ‘5 ga Aons

per second, Sexton said.
Water was pumped from the

~ backup well for about four hours
" with a 45-gallon-per-hour pump
. _and showed no drawdown of the
) ‘water table, Sexton said.

“ Before ‘the commgency plan '

" can be put into effect, however,

it must ‘be approved by .
Environmental - Improvement

consumption, Sexton said. " " -

In addition to the new well, the’

. 0il Conservation Division has
. drilled four monitor wells around .
" the town's two good wells cur- .
rently supplying the Monument

. Water Users Association ‘with

abe

water, Sexton said, to detect any
movement of llie splll toward the




N
L

F-4 ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL Sunday, December 2 1984

e 2R

'By Judy Glannettmo

-Water Users Association.

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER !

MONUMENT, NM. — It was

not. the way residents of this
southeastern New Mexico hamlet
had hoped to discover oil. .

" But in mid-September, the:
thick, gooey black substance

slowly began seeping into one of
the village's two water wells.
The oil never made it ‘through

residents’ home faucets but’
“strong gas vapors” drifted into -

hoiises and “we knew we had a
problem,” Monument Water
Users Association pre31dent W.E.
Copeland recalled recently.

The problem Monument resi-
dents detected Sept. 14 turned put
to be crude petroleum containing

explosxve levels ‘of hydrocar- .

bons,” said Dennis McQuillan, a
water resource specialist with the
New Mexico Environmental Im-
provement Division in Santa Fe.

No serious health problems re-

. sulted from the Monument water D¢
contamination, but McQuillan and | j—

other state officials said “histori-
cal practices” in oil-rich south-
eastern New Mexico raise con-

cefns over whether similar|
accidents could occur within the |,

area.

tamination throughout the area,”
McQuillan said. “That doesn’t
mean the water will become infili-
trated with the crude, but we are-
watching the situation closely.”

Richard Holland, EID deputy
director in Santa Fe, said ground
water contamination by hydrocar-
bons is possible in any area that
has “that much oil and that much
drilling activity, which has been.
going on for over the past 30
years.”

In Monument, the affected
water well slightly north of the
village was shut down as soon as

the problem was d1scovered Hol- |

land said. ;
National Guard troops initially

“There is evidence of con-

1ty of Monument Battles

lage well, was operated by the

The second well, aided by e
dormant well reactiviated after
the accident, currently is provid-

“ing water to Monument residents,

Holland = said. Those wells “re-
‘main clean to 'this date,” he said.

-But a new well must be drilled
quickly and must be placed

“clearly outside of the area where ‘
there is petroleum product con- -’
tamination” -to guard against a_

repeat.of the September problem
Holland ‘said.

McQulllan said off1c1als believe .

" a-break in an oil pipeline owned
.by Texas-New Mexico Pipeline
Co. was partially responsible for .

the recent contamination. .
A Sept. 18 sampling of water

from the tainted well showed it .

contained 7.2 milligrams per liter

‘of benzine, a ‘“known carci-
.nogenic,” McQuillan said. He said
state health standards allow for-

only 0.01 milligrams per liter for
Jbenzine, which has been known to

RN
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‘rude Oil in Water Supply

' 'wlnch along with one other V1l-

cause leukemla R

+“There were. explosxve levels of ’
hydrocarbons in that water well's:
, casing,” McQuillan said, adding
.that- a more recent sampling re- |
vealed ‘benzine levels of 2.5 mth- »
. grams per liter.

Other coniamination in tbe area

.is possible, . he "said, ‘because
-“there” are hydrocarbons in: the

ground water about 120 feet away

from the well (currently in use).”

“That, coupled with past ground
water contamination, - probably
means the pipeline break was not
the only contributing factor to the

recent problem, McQuillan said. -

“These problems are not unique

" to Monument,” he said, explaining

that, in the 1950s, several oil well

- casing leaks occurred in the area.

A similar problem also occurred

in western Hobbs, 13 miles north- -

east of Monument, shortly after

‘World War II, McQuillan said.
“Area residents discovered oil

floating atop their water table —

the oil apparently from oil welli
" casing leaks, he said. ’ .

provided clean drinking water for |

the 72 families served by the well,
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By TERRY SHOLIN
. Of The News-Sun Staff

process of replacing Monument’s contammated water
well. :

Pettigrew & Associates ‘estimated a new well and

transmission line could be completed by the end of July .

to replace Monument Water Users Association’s /well ;
which was contaminated by oil last September. " 'k
The contammatlon was detected whep. assor, ',_tlo .

. President- ‘W.E.% Copeland+ found _oil VEPOTs i Vthe

system's water ‘and located @ ‘leak “in a Texas-New

Mexico Pipline Co. plpellne near the contaminated well. ~,..

The replacement well will probably be drilled north

" He said the pians and design of the well could bet

But Enmronmental Improvement D1v1sion repre-

Ao g K

Offlclals and consultmg‘engineer Ray Hohstadt of ,\f
‘system’'as soon as possible,” Cordova said, “‘but we

" don’t want to run so fast we design a pro]ect where two .

ntatlve Gus Cordova sald Jt fu'st must be determmed

S S _.-a new site for the well wﬂl not be susceptlble to future
State ofx‘xcxals met in Hobbs today to begm the ,

contammatxon

" .. He said the EID will review plans for the new system
to avoid future contamination problems. .. . :

" “We want to run with the project and bui]d the

‘to three years down the road we, wxll have a. sxmllar

- problem.”

" of Monument on' state land outside oil producmg areas i

: completed by Jan: 30 if the state approves the transfer
-. of water rights to the association and a water—producmg
.- location can be found quickly. - :

.. Future” ol e ‘tammatxon of Monu _en ‘s; water

esystem ‘became “a -facfor’ earller thls ‘month, when
‘monitor wells drilled . arotind the: sxte of the origlnal
contaminated ‘well showed a second site. of ground i
Ty water tainted by oil. g : :
* The most recently dlscovered contammatlon OfflCla]S :
©-said, may have resulted from 01l wells ‘dnlledi20 to 30

years ago.

Copeland said the second sxte of cont mmatlon ls

about 280 feet from one of the association’ s good wells. -

To replace the contammated well, the tat Commu~ ]

(CmﬂnuedOanZ) "

- ,} R AT

State OfflClalS Begln

nity Development Councll last week approved $85,000 in
emergency funds for the association’s well, expecting
the well’s total cost to be shared, councll member

Johnny Cope said.

Although liability for the contammatlon has not been
determined, Texas-New Mexico Pipeline’s district

manager, B L. Lednicky sald the company is wxllmg to .

ML e rr.,;,’ "

é

T 4, P
0 O I i

help replace ‘the’ ‘well thh 2 similar system but shou]d :

not be required to assume full costs to replace the well

-with a system origmatmg farther away than the

‘current system. i %

State Oil Conservation Dmslon offlclals sald liabllityk

for oil contamination of Monument’s water system

is avadable poss:bly wnthm a tew weeks
a a !\. n)

3
1

should be determined after all data from monltor wells ,
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Deci ares (’Emerwency

By BRENDA MASENGILL
Of The News-Sun Staft

R

W

"LOVINGTON '~ Lea County‘ :

Commission members today de-

' clared - the contaminated Monument

water system an “‘emergency situa- -
tion” and agreed to sponsor an-
_application for emergency (unding
* to correct the problem..

Civil engineer Ray Halsted of\

'Pettlgrew and Associates told com-.

missioners a’ .proposal’ .will “be’
presented to the state to drill a new
well farther north of the present
‘contaminated . well or Sseek to’

water system inthe area, .,
The state also must declare the

o L A n l A
Salaabs b ey {

.-situation an emergency to receive
emergency {unds, Halsted said. .
One of two wells belonging to the’
Monument Well Users Cooperative
‘recently was found to contain con- -
" taminents, Halsted sald, resultmg
from an oil pipeline leak. ;
. Seventy-two {amilies are-'served
- by the commumty s water system "'\

' said Halsted.

Should the second - well become
contammated it will be a serious
- situation," requnrlng the hauling -of
--between "15 000 and 20,000 gall ons of

: fwateraday."hesald
" purchase water from an approved v

The cost to drill a new weII and
~‘install a pipeline to deliver the water
-to Monument residents is estimated ,

“petween $140,000 and $150, 000”

according to Halsted.
© Negotiating" a wholesale water'

* ‘contract with "an- approved water

John Guinn, Roswell
Tom Burt, Carlsbad /

Dennis McQuillan, Santa Fe

Files - Hobbs EID

"system in the area is estimated to -

cost “*between $65,000 and $70,000."

Halsted recommended  applying '
“for emergency funds rather than.
Community Development Block™
Grant monies because. of the time
element involved in rece‘ving finan-.
cial assistance,

“With regular a CDBG applica-
-tion, we may not get the money unm
January,”hesald L

RECEIVED

. 00T 181984

LIQUID WASTE/GROUND Vv...th
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1. He llsted them as tollows Benzene

By TBRRY SHOLIN
. \ Of The News-Sun Staff
' Crude oil in “‘extremely" h!gh

© ' concentrations” has seeped into the
water table around a Monument‘ per bllion In addition, other crude

|

Watcr Users Association water well,
*.alocal environmentalist said.

- Crude ol has “thoroughly coated‘ "

" the surface of the water in the water -

- table,” said Garrison McCaslin, an -

cnvironmentalist with the Hobbs
office of the state's Envlronmental

n..' _l“ PR I 5:1’,‘..‘.,’1 ..‘,..‘.,’,, PPN

Y

L
P2 IV

A3 :H .‘,‘.-l.'
u‘ i |‘ i
B \w .;,,m ||“ !

‘= 7,000 parts per billion parts of
" water, polulene — 7,000 parts per
. billion,: ethylbenzene '—.3,500 parts

. oil -components were found in |

smaller concentrations, he said,
The. danger- to’ human health

“comes " from the; toxicity ,of .the ';

".chemicals. Short-term consumptmn

,of water with significant oil con- "'
tamination causes nausea . and ‘

. Thurs Sept 27 1984—-

i @ﬁb @ Dannﬂ:y N@W@n@ma

il «'.m

* Improvement Distriet. dxgesnve problems; McCaslin said.
McCaslin said he now s concemed . Long-term . consumption of. water .
. about the crude oil possibly flowing | ‘with small. amounts of , oil con- |
along the water table to the associa- tamination \can be carclnogenic he*
" tion's -other aclive well, which is” Sald
“,about’ a half-mile’ “down stream”’. .:; McCaslln sald the- Environmental
';x s along the flow of the ground water Improvment Division will continue .;
from the spill site. “to check the .good well every”two -

. One-gighth to one—tenth of a in ,Iweeks for the next year to make sure-.'_‘.,
fsof crudego!l was found ﬂoatingr;n t;?a "1t does not pump oil from the spill, in .
" surface of the water when McCaslin " -addition to monitoring the crude oil

rand a chemist with Texaco Ine.,’ ‘“,;};‘%Witel‘cggllels e llk s
- Willlam Deever, tested the water . qn(ConUnuedonl?agez e this
. with speuaA equipment Deever ' A !
-+ brought with him from the com- /@ s &0y 0 v iy |
_pany's . Port* Arthur Laboratory 5 ;
- 'Texaco . is the' parent company of - 3
Texas-New Mexico Pipeline Co., the |
‘j company which owns the six- inch

» pipeline that was: discovered to bel

~leaking'onSept. 17, - - . - cc John Guinn, HPM II, Roswell
" A verbal report from the . Tom Burt, HPM I, Carlsbad/Hobbs
:Environmental Improvement Dennis McQuillan, G '
" Divislon’s  Albuquerque laboratory Santa FS, » Groundvater Section, :
shows crude oil component chemi-

.cals were in the water «well in Files ~ Hobbs EID o
cxtremely high concentrations R E C E | v ED |
-McCashnsa(d _‘ ‘ ’ '

fgoT 11984
unm WASTE/CROUND WATER
SURVEILLANGE
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 Well Sanaples s!how" '

Spread McCaslln ‘said,.but the other;n The, 1 0il" COHSGPVRUOH valsxon,r,:‘
", well has failed lo show. any signs ot ~which' regulates New Mexico’ s oil;
. ~/ crude oil so far. industry, will drill -4 to 6 wells '.1
2.0 “We're holding our fingers crossed‘ ‘around’ the site of the oil spill to!’ o
;and only-time will tell”.if the spill -- make sure the crude in the water did. .

 will flow along the water table to the®- not come from another- source, the{

;‘Assocratlon ‘President "'W.E..
,‘Copcland .said. ~The ~association

"mentarea; . '
""The _association’s’ water system

’ *last weck following the contamina-

tion ‘of one of the assocmtlon s. two
achve water wells. - e

‘However, ' the " 'state’ s Oll Con-

" ' “servation’ Division officials say they "

" have not determined if the pipeline )
' leak is the source ot the water table

‘ contammahon Ny

j q', °
*Countys count’ dropped‘
-'total of sevenrigs. . . %
Yoakum County’ recorded the loss
‘of one to finish the week with'five -
rigs. Chaves’ Countys count gamed
- up for three working rigs. K
-~ Elsewhere in Eastern New Mextco

\ - counties reportmg ‘activity © were
Mora and Quay, each w1th one
.opcratlng rig. F e o s
;% Wildcat. drilling” actlvxty also ls
"‘reported for El Paso’ County where
0 one umtlsworkmg '

.w
et
Sk
7

o

U ,.’f'.'q'

"'serves 72 ‘households In the Monu-v

Uwas shut down for about threc days"i"‘

r.'

‘a

one tor a

' clean well, Monument Water Users * division's local manager, Jerry Sex-|.:

! ton said.*

One of, the test wells w1ll be drxlled;

K

- spill, Sextonsaid. - s
“He also'said the plpehne company
failed to violate any laws in connec-’ :
‘tion with the spill. The company has | '\

“hauled the-oil-soaked soil from the'
‘arca to an approved- oil- lndustrya
dump and is, tlllmg the splll sxte thh ;,
sand. . v

The . plpelnne company s dlstrlct
.'manager, Barney Lednicky, said the

v company has inot decided what to do i u

about.the comtaminated -water well i
. but is workingitoward a decision on |
whether to drill a new water well, ';‘;' 4
“We hope to 11ave it taken care of .
pretty quickly and are working. with.y ,,
* the local people: and the Oll i"on-
servatlon Dvision.” .
- The company has cleaned up the
.‘ 'spill as best it can,” McCaslin sald
..but there is no, way to clean up. the ;

i watertable P

‘The Monument Water Users'
Assoc:atlon is checkmg into| the."
% possibility of reactivating an older ., \
© well near the clean school house well ik
.to replace the contammated well
Copcland sald

between the,splll and the . town’ s{ g
.£ sclean well to monitor the ﬂow ot the, :,
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i Monument school. e 25 et
*“The, well  at_ jthe school’ has " Cordova said there was no visi
: i FE.; “ better production than ‘the well"ble contamination of the water
said Monday tha .the, water, sys- ih ‘they were using for the communi o
" tem in the Lea County commumty : 1Y water system, ‘Cordova said.

of Monument is back in operatton Fresh water y ft'om the school_;*‘
! s

! eavy Weeds growm
‘intheareaoftheleak. AU

» X-FMStamets sald water from the
‘ ﬂmmi‘ kiaavell was tested Friday and the
-'age tank serving the 300 residents,w “The ; assumptio is’. the ; con monitoring devices recorded sig-
: of Monument were contaminated - 7 tamination came from 2 leak in a’; nificantly reduced gas content.
‘early last week when the commu-m ‘crude-oil pipeline,” Cordova said
nity water well began pumping a i “There is'a pipeline approxlmate-
; mixture of water and light hydro- . ly. 150 feet from the well. A leak in Y
““carbons and gas, which are com the. pipeline_had contaminated ‘a .- Officials want to make certain &
; -ponents‘of crude oil.: .. great deal of soil in the area.” that it was the pipeline leak that
The .Governor's . Office , autho- ;.. Dick, Stamets,  director. of thé caused the problem and not sub- -
“'rized use of National Guard tank . state Oil Conservation Divisxon,, surface  leaks from one of the
trucks from Hobbs to haul drink- said it is assumed the pipeline nearbY oil wells. The Bradenhead
" ing water to the community, John" leak was the source of the water > survey will determine whether
{ Ramming,. special projects aide:s well contamination but that tests; any of the wells are leaking gas ;,i;
-for Gov. Toney Anaya, said Mon-# ‘will .be conducted on nearby oil t,mto the space between the sur- :
. .day that: the. National Guardj wells.; & § ‘face casing and the productxon
~hauled only one tankload of wate Stamete “said the pipeline com-" casing, Stamets said. ’ -
* to Monument last Wednesday.. ;- pany repaired. ‘the leak and then"” '+ Cordova said the school well
Gus Cordova, with the Water 7excavated all soil to the limits of .;
-"Supply Sectionof the Environ-{!the. crude:oil- seepage. from: the
, mental Improvement Dnvision,tgé leak- and :replaced it: with, clean..
_ %said the’ contaminated well was“ aoil “He.; said the leak _was_ not

‘ head survey on nearby producmg‘
“wells,” he said. :

see what they want to do with the.
Lexlstmg well," Cordova sald i
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SANTA FE (AP) — The water
. system in the Lea County communi- | }
"ty of Monument {3 back in operation
but officlals still are attempting to
trace the source of the contamina- "
tion which shut it down briefly last
Cweek,

The water system and the storage -,
tank serving the 300 residents of
. Monument were contaminated early
-last week when the community- .
- water well began pumping a mix-"
. ture of water and light hydrocarbons - -
,and gas which are components of
erude oll,

' The governor's offlce authorized.,
" use of National Guard tank trucks .’
- from Hobbs to hau!l drinking water |
- to the community, John Rammlng,
. «speclal projects aide for Gov, Toney . |
‘. Anaya, sald Monday that the Na-.
tional Guard hauled only. one
" tankload of water te Monument on
" Wednesday.’
Gus Cordova, with the Water Sup-
- ply Section of the Environmental
* Improvement Division, said the con-
. taminated well ‘was disconnected
from the system and residents now "
are getting water from another well
. at the Monument school,
l:‘ “The well at the school has better
production than the well they were /
' using for the community water
. system.” Cordova sald .

T N . A

. P T W

lea

r

" Fresh water from the school well
~was used to flush out the storage
‘tank and the water system, he said,

", “The assumption is the con.’

*'tamination came from a leak in a -

‘‘crude oil pipeline,"” Cordova sald,

i “There I8 a pipeline approximately .

i'150 feet from the well. A leak in the '

pipeline had contaminated a great

deal of soil in the area." ;
Dick Stamets, director of the stete '

- Oil Conservation Division, said it is ' lst!nc well.“ Cordova said

-agsumed the pipeline leak was the ,
source of the problem but that tests *;

'owill be conducted on nearby oll ,‘

wells TR oy
Stemets sald the Elpellne cem- 9

pany repaired the leak and then ex- ¢

cavated all soil to the limits of the .

“crude oll seepage from the leak and
-‘replaced It with clean soll, He sald :

* the leak was not discovered earlier .
“from a routine aerial survey of the -
. pipeline because there were heavy
. weeds growlng in the aree -of the

e

S SERCNS W

Cordova sald there was no vlslble
.. contamination of the water from:
.crude oil, The contamination was :

REFFARE

- discovered after residents complain.
. ed about the odor, he said. R

- Stamets said water from the well *
.was tested Friday and the monitor-;

: lng devlces recorded slgnlflcantly

.,.a..l

P

!Monument Water.
Problem Solved.w

reduced gas content,. - !
“'We have instituted a Bradenhead

Survey on nearby produclng wells "

“he sald, ]

- Offictals ° want to meke certelnv
+~that it was the pipeline leak that’
“'scaused the problem and not subsur-’
-+ face leaks from one of the nearby oll

wells, The Bradenhead Survey will:
" determine whether any ‘of the wells:
are leaking gas into the space bet.
- ween the surface casing and the pro-
ductlon casing, Stamets satd,
Cordova sald the school well pro-!
ducee 110 gallons of water a minute, :
" compared with the 23-gallon capacl-:
ty of the other well, :
Y1t can provide water untl] they
‘see what they want to do wlth the ex.!

.]l\/ ‘.l

cc John Guilnn, Roswell
Tom Burt, Carlsbad
Dennis McQuillan, Santa Fe‘/
Files - Hobbs EID
RECEIVED
0CT 11984
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. MONUMENT iNSPECTION.' P “Lea’ County” Commis-. " in Hobbs; examine the pipeline that leaked oil near a
- sioner Bill Johnson and environmentalist Gary Mec- .. . Monument water well. Clean-up of the site will continue
Caslin, with the Environmental Improvement Division ° for a couplemoredays.. = — Staff Photo by Bob Smith

S b,

o ~ Recewen
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e ByTERRYSHOLIN
! ?'" OfTheNews-SunStaff
M ONUMENT The water here ls
again safe to drink, a . Hobbw

envxronmentahstsaid RUREE
The " Monument Water” Users !
!'Association system, which was con- g
,taminated by an oll pipeline leak : i
“earlier in the week, has been |
reactlvated and the water is potable, h
"environmentalist - Gary McCaslin |
i said. McCaslin is with the local | '
- office of the state Env1ronmental
i Improvement Division.'

McCaslin said he tasted - and ‘-

. sampled the water yesterday and~
“ detected no remnants of the crude ;
iofl that contaminated - -one’ .of the
associatxonstwo wells.,. i,
The samples  from:. the water
( system were sent. to the. EIDs
- scientific laboratory in Albuquerque e
"McCaslin said:. he 'was sure the;
* samples would show no or extremely ‘.
{Jow amounts of volatile chemicals. . i
The water users association has d
. ““‘done'a good job of cJeamng up the
_system,” hesaid. " ‘
'.; The EID will continue to monitor A
“the system, for about a month to 3
~insure no " further contammatlon ‘1
occurs, he said. -
The Monument "~ Water Users x
Assoclahon serves about 70 people in v,
;the Monument area. - ]
v But the contaminated well wlll t
TR ..§Continued onPagez)

1
W
!

B g

& contaminated well for a year; “Me-
. ' Caslinsaid. e

Drlﬂkﬂhle ,f Il {s possibly ruined,” - association-

‘ ,4 { Presxdent WE. f"\oeland said But "

1984

VI8 & r’\’(t"l "'l}

Water Again Drmkable oo |

remam ‘shut down until the water . the one good well wﬁl be able to’

: l from it proves to be clean enough to 1: serve the customers, hesaid.* * | -.

* drink.  The EID will monitor the'it On Tuesday, the Texas-New Mex- :
‘ico Pipeline Co., which operates the
* six-inch" plpelme that was ‘found : :
“One of the assoc1ahons two wells W leaking ‘oil, was scraping off and
hauling away the oil-soaked dirt. !
. The .company also is, replacing the
o me s e e s e ..J-.A.,..;,_b : leaking plpellne .
“s. The, dirt is’ hauled to Pollutlon
1) Control along the Hobbs- Carlsbad }
highway near the Lea County line, -
| .an Oil Conservation Division;
t approved dump for the oil industry. !
i The company will file a report on the -
it sxtuation with the 0CD 1ater 5

!

' The water table in the area 1s 40
( feet below the surface of the ground.

! An 0Oll Conservation Division official:
; said the oil never did actually get m
i  the water.

The water was contaminated by
fumes from - the oil, .OCD " Field
Representatlve Ed Sea. said.:
! Whether the oil has soaked below the.
,.calichi in the area will not be known,
- for a few more days. The Texas-New*
Mexico Pipeline Co. yesterday was
unable to cut through the calichl«
& thhabackhoe, Sea said, o

"W But McCaslin said he would not |
&‘know if oil contaminated the water;
' or just fumes until the test results!
riwere back from the EID laboratory. t
_ 'The company also was hauling in|
b‘ sand to replace the oil-soaked dirt*
“-and to soak up some of the oil. 1
b - Wednesday, McCaslin accredrted
‘1the quick response to the water well:
? problem - to the pipeline company,
: and W.E. Copeland. :
Be “Everybody Is doing all they can, "f
£ Copeland said. “The Oil Conserva-;
Y tion Division, the environmentalists.
% and the oil company are all working
together very nicely.” - .

i

Nt )

i
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e b ByTERRYSHOLIN 3
B Ot’T‘heNcws Sun Staft " :
i ’MO'\JUMENT An oil pipeline leak that seeped 1nto
i+the Monument® water' supply - was being cleaned up .
"\ today, and officials say the town’s water system should
“hehackinoperationinafewdays. . -
yWe caught it early and the cleanup, effort was as fast
": as it could be said Gary McCashn an EID spokesman
Y inHobbs. + - o
The water system is bemg ﬂushed out and the ™
¢ cleaning process could take three to five days, he said. '
i" McCaslin checked the water system today to determine
2 it would be useable soon;. ' .
Y. Water from a -well \was’ contaminated when art
1 ‘Texas-New Mexico Pipeline Co, pipeline running past
'the water well site began leaking oil, authorities said.
' The company is cleaning up the oil-soaked dirt and "
h'\u ling it to a dumping ground, local Qil Conservation
. 'Division Manager.Jerry Sexton said, Other water wells"

fMomtmem‘ S Wertezr Syst‘em

e [ towmg Agam Soon

v
'J

{
i
!
r

4

":McCaslin said the water trom the contamtnated well
probably contained a high amount of hydrocarbons that:
"eould cause nausea and digestive - problems with |
short-tcrm exposure. In small amounts over several -
years, exposure to hydrocarbons in drmkmg water 1s ?

: caremogenlc he said. -

But in Monument, the pr‘oblem was caught early. ;

enough to avold major health hazards, MeCaslin said. g

oo tls pretty unusual for a New Mexico water. system

to go ‘into the ofl business,” said John Rammi ng, !
speual projects aide for Gov. Toney Anaya. ‘'l suppose;’ |
*that's onc of the options to look at ~ to finance a new .-

"system e Lo

i
. 'Mike™ ‘Pindle, . 2 Monument resldent said,,

i uEverybody s got water People with their own, wells i

. are sharingit."” - L

 McCaslin sald his’ offtce began recetving calls about
tithe contamination on Monday. He said one call came -
"from a resident complaming about the water and the i

*'mthm a mile of ;the leaking pipeline also would be ziother came- from an offtcxal with the water users’;

. tested Iorcontam!nauon hesaid., . ..
f:‘ The well Is one of two belongtng to the Monument o

% Water Users Assocratron The association serves /2
‘' famllies.
s The alfected families have been gettmg fresh water b
sincc Tuesday from Natlonal Guard trucks set up at the !
Monument Ca!c >and from nelghbors :

e e

i assoclation.tp. i Cr f
McCaslin: said he credlted qulck actlon byr the:.

" agsoclation’s’ president,” W.E.. Copeland, - and i the;’

¥ pipeline. company with preventtng a more hazardous

*shuatron - \

{feet to the water table — if in fact it did.

- “We don't know whether actual quantittes of ol got"
on the surface of the water," he said. ‘

The contaminated well has been' .shut down’ andi'
McCaslin said he estimated it would be at least a couple ‘

of years before it can be used again,

yThe remamtng well the larger of the two, should be

ce John Guinn, HPM 1I, Roswell .
) Tom Burt, HPM I, Carlsbad/Hobbs
Dennis McQuillan, Groundwater, San
Files - Hobbs EID

_"5 S Camel (ContlnuedonPage2) _', Lt

“Monument’s. Water @ystem

i but“we don’t know the extent of it yet," » McCaslin said. '
© “It's quite a lot and covered a couple of acres,” he: "
sald, "1t takes a certain amount of time to soak down 40 -

Y

a

k|

!

The company is removing excess oil from the ground, !
t

!

"

{

“able to provrde most of the community s water needs "
"McCaslinsald. S
. Water samples have been sent to the EID's sclentmc

: laboratory division in Albuquerque and test results
_ should be avallable in two or three days, he said. |

“We won't know what all'is in the water until we get
the results back,”\McCaslin said, “It's high priority.” :
" The EID will test for ions, total dissolved solids and |

3 hydrocarbons in the contammated woll water, ... ., .
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NEW MDICO
HEALTH a0 ENVIRONMENT PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE
. Post Office Box 868
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-0968
984-0060

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | ~ Contact: Gustavo Cordova
S 827-9805

September 18, 1984

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO.-- State Environmental Improvement Division officials

are investigating the source of hydfocarbon contaminants detected in

the public water supply system in Monument, New Mexico early this week.

EID officials were notified Monday by Monument's wéter'supply system
operators Who received complaints from residents of strongkodors and taste
found in the drinking water. Tésting done at the well showed concentrafions
of hydrocarbons were present and exceeded safe drinking water levels.

The contaminated well has been shut off, and Monument residents presently

are using water from an alternate source.

EID Director Denise Fort is working with the Department of Energy and
Minerals 0il Conservation Division to find the source of the hydrocarbon
contamination. "Leaking oil and gas wells are the probable cause of

the contamination," Fort said.

According to Fort, a report being prepared by EID documents widespread
groundywater contamination from oil and gas activities in Lea County.
In Monument, which is located in the Monument-Jal oilfield, the report

‘(mofe)

84-073 | . U( e, e




jdentifies a stock well which‘has been pumping Erude 0il for the

past 5 years.

EID official Gustavo Cordova said EID had taken samples at the Monument
water supply well in April, but found no hydrocarbon contamination.
Cordova said results of further samples taken this week should determine

which specific hydrocarbons are present in the water supply. °

In addition, the EID Hobbs Field 6ff1ce will test the alternate water
supply to determine if the water is safe to drink. Water systems operators
aré also flushing the water tank and water lines supplying residents'

water to remove existing contamination in the syétem. The National Guard
has been alerted and is standing by‘to provide fresh water to the residents,
if needed, while the water is being analysed and safe drinking water

levels are estab]ished.
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IN MONUMTNT
Leaking

ﬂ P‘L@e' m@ HOBBS DATLY NEWS-SUN

September 18, 1984

'. C@}’{Mamn&w@g W&K@K‘ cc John Guinn, HPM II, Roswell

‘ A. Tom Burt, HPM I, Carlsbad
By TERRY SHOLIN o . A tew residents began complain- i} Dennis McQuillan, Greund-

Of’I'heNews-SunStaff o in about a faint taste of oil in their : |
A Texas-New Mexico Co, ofl plpe- wz%ter Friday night, Copeland said, xl water, Santa Fe
" line near Monument has leaked oil+- and Saturday. and Sunday more Gus Cordova, Santa Fe
into a town water well about 250 .. complaints came in. Files - Hobbs EID
yards  from , the leaking pipeline, :;;; When Copeland exammed the con- i
contammatlng the town's water. . tamlnated well, he sald he could
- 'supply and making it undrinkable. .. smell oil at the well site. About a ::

‘ Residents of the Monument area - 25-acre plot of land had oil on top of
.. served by. the . Monument . Water . the ground, he said. :
. "Users Association are being asked Early this morning, members of i
" not to drink the water because of the the local office of the state Oil
. toxicity caused by the 011 _con- ., Conservation Commission. and
- tamination, + Copeland located the leaking pipe-
" The contamlnated well ls shut lme . '
. down and the pipes are being flushed .- The six- lnch leaking pipellne was
' with water from a second well about . to be repaired this morning, said’
a half mile from the contaminated Lonnie Nusz, an assistant district
well. By the end of the week, the ' manager with Texas-New Mexlco
i water supply system could be clean _ . Pipeline Co. :
enough to use with water coming”~  Leaking pipelines are routine ln
from the second well, Monument the oil fields, Copeland sald, but this
Fire Chief W.E. Copeland sald  is the first time one has contami-
: today. - R T o (Continued on Page2) ) 4
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nated the Monument water supply.’ statf” Sgt Gilbert Esplnosa sald

S ‘the Jast time,” hesald. . Residents were  filling contalners;
I'I}“l?ge ll\t:my National Guard from’ . ‘from the truck today. A

“Hobbs this morning took a water .; One Monument resident, Sandy‘,
truck to the Monument Cafe. The . " Aoussat, said, “It’s a bad surprise,

! . National Guard water truck will be “but it's a time ‘when we all have to

is evening and ¢ pull together,” She said Pengo Well ';
;hez;i lzlxrt‘télaﬁng r?ong)lrrow n negeded, i » Servicing was trucking in additional .
& o .. .% - barrels of water for animals and.
T O VT T S AL N o other sanitary uses, while Pemco of
* New Mexico hauled the barrels back *
" out.
" The Hobbs office of the Environ-
mental Improvement District took
i water samples from the contami-
! nated well this morning and were
~ sending them to Santa Fe for testing
on a priority one rating, local EID
environmentalist Garrison McCaslin- -
+ said. :
The immedlate concern. is the
" possibility of nausea and digestive |
, problems caused from drinking the |
:water, McCaslinsaid.,
‘ Judglfng from:a prellmlnary re-
.view of the site, McCaslin said it *
R E C E | v ED . ccould be along time before the
. contaminated well could be used for
‘ drmkmgwaterf : .
3 At the site of the leak, ofl could be
SEP 241984 4 seen oozing from -the ground. “In
i-some gopher wholes near' the leak,
LIQUID WASTE/GROUND WATER ! you can see oil running through the o
SURVEILLANCE l ground Copeland sald T ]
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