
Instructions:  Please submit one application (Form C-144) per individual pit, below-grade tank or alternative request 

1.

2.

Pit:

_Type of liner material is unknown

Unknown Depth is 
estimated from volume calculations

3.

Below-grade tank:

  
  

4.

Alternative Method:

5.

Fencing:  (Applies to permanent pits, temporary pits, and below-grade tanks)

(Required if located within 1000 feet of a permanent residence, school, hospital, 
institution or church)

For temporary pits, below-grade tanks, and 
multi-well fluid management pits

For permanent pits 



6.

Netting:  (Applies to permanent pits and permanent open top tanks)

7.

Signs:  

8.
Variances and Exceptions:

Please check a box if one or more of the following is requested, if not leave blank:

9.
Siting Criteria (regarding permitting):
Instructions:  The applicant must demonstrate compliance for each siting criteria below in the application.  Recommendations of acceptable source 
material are provided below.  Siting criteria does not apply to drying pads or above-grade tanks.

General siting

Ground water is less than 25 feet below the bottom of a low chloride temporary pit or below-grade tank.

Ground water is less than 50 feet below the bottom of a Temporary pit, permanent pit,  or Multi-Well Fluid Management pit .

Data obtained from well at INBE 13 #1, approximately one mile to the north.

(Does not apply to below grade tanks)

(Does not apply to below grade tanks)

(Does not apply to below grade tanks)

(Does not apply to below grade tanks)

Below Grade Tanks

Temporary Pit using Low Chloride Drilling Fluid



Temporary Pit Non-low chloride drilling fluid

Permanent Pit or Multi-Well Fluid Management Pit

10.
Temporary Pits, Emergency Pits, and Below-grade Tanks Permit Application Attachment Checklist:
Instructions:  Each of the following items must be attached to the application.  Please indicate, by a check mark in the box, that the documents are 
attached.

11.
Multi-Well Fluid Management Pit Checklist:
Instructions:  Each of the following items must be attached to the application.  Please indicate, by a check mark in the box, that the documents are 
attached.



12.
Permanent Pits Permit Application Checklist:
Instructions:  Each of the following items must be attached to the application.  Please indicate, by a check mark in the box, that the documents are 
attached.

13.
Proposed Closure:  
Instructions:  Please complete the applicable boxes, Boxes 14 through 18, in regards to the proposed closure plan.

14.
Waste Excavation and Removal Closure Plan Checklist: Instructions:  Each of the following items must be attached to the 
closure plan.  Please indicate, by a check mark in the box, that the documents are attached.

15.
Siting Criteria (regarding on-site closure methods only):
Instructions:  Each siting criteria requires a demonstration of compliance in the closure plan.  Recommendations of acceptable source material are 
provided below.  Requests regarding changes to certain siting criteria require justifications and/or demonstrations of equivalency.  Please refer to 
19.15.17.10 NMAC for guidance.



x

Victoria Venegas 10/14/2021
Environmental Specialist



22.
Operator Closure Certification:
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Venegas, Victoria, EMNRD

From: Venegas, Victoria, EMNRD
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2021 9:29 AM
To: johnp@pride-energy.com; Randall Hicks
Subject: API #30-025-38084 . Closure Plan Approved. 10.15.2021.
Attachments: C-144 Closure Plan Approved. 10.14.2021.pdf

Good morning Mr. Pride, 
NMOCD has reviewed the Closure Plan and related documents -Application ID 3293- submitted by [151323] PRIDE 
ENERGY COMPANY on 1/10/2020 10:33 AM, for the temporary drilling pit associated with the well API #30-025-38084 in 
Unit Letter B, Section 24, T-11S, R-33E, Lea County, New Mexico. The Closure Plan is approved with the following 
conditions of approval: 
 

 [151323] PRIDE ENERGY COMPANY shall close per all aspects of 19.15.17.13.C NMAC as applicable.  
 [151323] PRIDE ENERGY COMPANY should take samples of soils beneath the pit as follow: 

o Two five-point composite samples to include any obvious stained or wet soils, or other evidence of 
contamination shall be taken of soil beneath the pit floor and that samples must be analyzed for the 
constituents listed in Table I of 19.15.17.13 NMAC. 

o The Closure Criteria for Soils Beneath Pits per Table I of 19.15.17.13 NMAC for this location is:  
Depth below bottom of pit to groundwater: ≤ 50 feet 
Chloride EPA 300.0                                                       600 mg/kg 
TPH EPA SW-846 Method 418.1                               100 mg/kg 
BTEX EPA SW-846 Method 8021B/8260B              50 mg/kg 
Benzene EPA SW-846 Method 8021B/8015M      10 mg/kg 

 If any contaminant concentration is higher than the parameters listed in Table I of 19.15.17.13 NMAC, the 
division may require additional delineation upon review of the results and the operator must receive approval 
before proceeding with closure. 

 If all contaminant concentrations are less than or equal to the parameters listed in Table I of 19.15.17.13 NMAC, 
then the operator can proceed to backfill the pit, pad, or excavation with non-waste containing, 
uncontaminated, earthen material. 

 The operator shall notify the surface owner that the operator plans closure operations at least 72 hours, but not 
more than one week, prior to any closure operation. Notice shall include well name, API number and location.  

 The operator shall notify the appropriate division district office -via OCD Online- at least 72 hours, but not more 
than one week, prior to any closure operation. The notice shall include the operator's name and the location to 
be closed by unit letter, section, township, and range. If the closure is associated with a particular well, then the 
notice shall also include the well's name, number and API number. 

 The operator shall substantially restore the impacted surface area to the condition that existed prior to oil and 
gas operations by placement of the soil cover as provided in 19.15.17.13.H.(2) NMAC, recontour the location 
and associated areas to a contour that approximates the original contour and blends with the surrounding 
topography and re-vegetate according to 19.15.17.13.H.(5) NMAC. 

 
Please let me know if you have any additional questions or concerns. We apologize for the delay in processing this 
application.  
Regards, 
 
Victoria Venegas ● Environmental Specialist  
Environmental Bureau  
EMNRD - Oil Conservation Division  
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811S. First St. | Artesia, NM 88210  
(575) 909-0269 | Victoria.Venegas@state.nm.us   
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/OCD/  

 
 


