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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

On December 19, 1985, the Agency for Conservation Archaeology
conducted a cultural resource survey for McKay O0il Company, on land
administered by the Bureau of Land Management, The areas were
surveyed for two access roads, two pipelines, and a well pad, and
encompass a total of 11,98 acres. The proposed project areas are
located in Sections 25 and 31, T6S, R23E, NMPM, Chaves County, New
Mexico. During the reconnaissance, one cultural resource site, ENM
20188, was located in the area along the pipeline to China Draw
Federal #3. On the basis of field observations, the site may have the
qualities necessary to be eligible for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places, and avoidance is recommended. Upon
location and definition of the site, an alternate location was
surveyed, No cultural resource sites or isolated manifestations were
observed at this locale. Clearance is recommended at the alternate
location for the pipeline.
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Introduction

An archaeological reconnaissance was completed recently by the
Agency for Conservation Archaeology (ACA) at Eastern New Mexico
University (ENMU) for McKay 0il Company in Chaves County, New Mexico,
on land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The
reconnoitered areas will be disturbed by the construction of two
access roads, a well pad, and two pipelines. The project was
administered by Jim Schultz for McKay O0il Company, and Dr. John L.
Montgomery, Director of ACA. This report was prepared by the Portales
office of ACA.

The fieldwork was conducted on December 19, 1985, by Keith
Landreth and Joseph P. Martin, Excellent field and weather conditions
prevailed throughout the course of this reconnaissance, This survey
was conducted under Federal Antiquities permit number 11-2920-85-G. A
search of the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) has been
made, and no properties within this areca are listed. Prefield
examination of the BLM Roswell Resource Areca's site files showed two
previously recorded sites in the of the sections of land where the
proposed projects are located (Steve Fisher, personal communication
December 118, 1985).

Survey Technique

Vieual inspectien oI the proposed access roads, pipelines, and
1l nad wos ocomiloted Dy valxkiag s viea ~F ~uocailel tranrs scta,
Each transect was covered 'In a tightly spaccd signag pattern. In all
cases, the distance between traasccts was 25 ft (7.6 mw). This method

maximized the opportunity of observing any cultural resources on the
surface within or near the proposed areas of disturbance.

Pizclne to China Nhraw Teodoral
Loczticon
The proposcd pipeline richt-of-vo s anrroxi Jely o) 1A 3 )
e lhorast of Rownereil) Vo Chovioa, e om0 e : PR
dpeline covers 1,72 ceres cud mecsuces B0l LoD T 0Ly st )L T

-
ni
T .l- . o~ “, . .
1s <irtusted as follow e

Sw 1/4 sW 1/4, Section 31, TO06S,
wo1/Lonw M4 Sectien 06, TOTS,

o ~ ~

LA P Soambv NMO (L

x93

23E, N4P¥, Chaves County, NM (RLM)
22E,

Ve

‘ar Peference: USGS Reoci douss Joncoc0 T Mex. o Tuo ey 15 milaute

cevics, 1902 (Figure 1)
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Terrain , «

The proposed pipeline is located nortthwest of the city of
Roswell, New Mexico. It is situated on a ridge spur, trending
northeast toward Arroyo del Macho. Elevation along this line varies
from' 4100 to 2080 ft (1249.7 to 634 m) above mean sea level (amsl).
The sediment in the area is predominantly tan aeolian sand.
Taxonomically it can be classified as a member of the
calciustolls-rock land association. Lithic inclusions consist of
common tabular caliche and limestone fragments of various sizes.

Vegetation

The ACA archaeologists observed a sparse floral assemblage at
this location. The <coverage of the vegetation 1in the area is
approximately 40% to 45%, consisting primarily of a variety of
shrubs. The dominant species observed was broom snakeweed
(Gutierrezia sarothrae). Among other species present are desert holly

(Perezia nana), javelina bush (Condalia ericoides), mesquite
(Prosopis juliflora), plains yucca (Yucca campestris), sqawbush (Rhus
trilobata), cane cholla (Opuntia spinosior), Christmas cactus

(Opuntia lepticaulis), purple pricklypear (Opuntia macrocentra),
poverty threecawn (Aristida divaricata), sideoats grama (Bouteloua
curtipendula), tobosa (Hilaria mutica), devils-claw (Proboscidea
arenaria), mammillaria (mammillaria micromeris), and wavyleaf thistle

fCirsS_um undulatum).

Precious Disturbonces

6]

The area has been disturbed previously by cattle grazing and
corstructior.

O R R S S
The M 2A archaeolsgicts did not fiad any archaeonlogical  it_s or
fioist.od smanifestatione withia or nuar the proposed facilieioe
TP SR

Due to the absence of significant cultural resources 1in the
project area, clearance is recommended for the proposed pipeline.
Construction sheould Lo allowved to proceed as currently planncd,

>

Pip:tne to China D'raw Toederail #3

Location

The oropocc? pineline i: located approximatel 27 mi (43 ¥%m)
j ! D17 PP y

St reck af Wacer ol e onicn near the Pecos River valley. The
N o~ It

Tl ita meeemn 2T soves end measvres 37500¥ S0 ft (L1430 1S wmo.
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It 1s situated as follows: -

SW 1/4 NE 1/4, Section 31, T06S, R23E, NMPM, Chaves County, NM (BLM)
SE 1/4 NW 1/4, Section 31, TO6S, R23E, NMPM, Chaves County, NM (BLM)
SW 1/4 NE 1/4, Section 31, T06S, R23E, NMPM, Chaves County, NM (BLM)
NW 174 SE 1/4, Section 31, T06S, R23E, NMPM, Chaves County, NM (BLM)

Map Reference: USGS Mesa SW, N.Mex. Quadrangle, 7.5 minute series,
1967 (Figure 2)

Terrain

The proposed pipeline 1is located northwest of the city of
Roswell, “New Mexico. It is situated on and along a ridge, sloping
southeast toward Arroyo del Macho. Elevation along the line varies
from 3980 to 4140 ft (1213 to 1261 m) amsl., The sediment in the area
is predominantly tan aeolian sand. Taxonomically it can be classified
as a member of the calciustolls-rock land association. Lithic
inclusions consist of exposures of caliche aud limestone bedrock, as
well as many pebble~ to cobble-sized pieces of chert, chalcedony,
quartzite, petrified wood, and sandstone.

Veg etation

The ACA archaeologists observed a moderately dense floral
! locat

1
asszr Llape af this ation. The coverasze of the vepetation in the
. - ~ N N *

RERL

& ! to 0%, coamsistiang prieoaqily of s o vnLgels
of oitriee. U dominani spuoles ts o Looow suatovend (b udderiezlo
ccrothrae). Among other species prescnt are acacia ficacla
constricta), catclaw acacia (Acacia gregii), creosote bush (Larrea

tridentata), mesquite (Prosopis juliflora), yucca (Yucca glauca),

cane cholln (npyuantina sninasior), Christmas cactus (Oourtia
cepiiceulls), pori.c pricklipear {Opuwatia macrucentre), bluex zrans
——— - B o . v 7 : Y . : .
MEcuic lots wrionoda), o.¢ poverty wi.reccwn {Arictida divaricate).,
Cren Us Drsturs oo
Pl cre oY o oL e Srectaa ol Ly tle constructicon ol oan
LCCuss road and weil nody bistavbance canced by cattle grazing alzo
2z poted
Cultural Recources
The AL arches Taeiees lansred and recorded one archar-oslogical
Lo 3 Lo 1rh s rhe raos vaciinties
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ENM 20188 (Figures 2 and 3)

Location:

SW 1/4 SW 1/4 NE 1/4, SEC 31, T6S, R23E, NMPM, Chaves Cnty, NM (BLM)
SW 1/4 SE 1/4 NW 1/4, SEC 31, T6S, R23E, NMPM, Chaves Cnty, NM (BLM)

Map Reference: USGS Mesa SW, N.Mex. Quadrangle, 1967, PR 1982
Owne'rship: Bureau of Land Manégement

Site Type: Lithic Procurement/Reduction Station

Site Sizer 490 X 290 ft (149 X 88 m), 3.26 acres

The site is situated on and along the collucial slopes of two
small isolated knolls, 2200 ft (670 m) west of Macho Draw at 4030 ft
(1228 m) amsl. On-site sediments were noted to be tan aeolian sands
overlying limestone bedrock at an average depth of less than 10 cm.

Site ENM 20188 1is defined as a lithic materials from the
immediate site area 1s inferred on the basis of apparent material
type correlations between naturally occurring and culturally modified
materials. Use of the rescurce for early stage lithic reduction also
is inferred from the absence of tool forms and biface thinning
flakes.

1 1

Nebitre tvyes act-d on thte sttt daclude two oumnliidircctionl
coires, sl tested ool ou, nviwmacy, cocondiry, oand terilory phoh s,
snd shatter, Utilized material types are predoninately Sard Andres
chert, followed by purple quarczites and red and white mottied
cherts, Apparent true quarrying activities at the site are indicated
by the presence of large c¢rimary flakes rewmoved from bedrock

- . < LA Y .. N -~ - .
2MDOCures 1 Wb earlerai o LU arvoa, T ol R U I RV R PRI N
Loy - . ; S BReYs
estimocced 0 Do o aole Loéhi o LVU T S
Pocommentations
Althou-r fhe tooo3ioc T me eer vt b, ool FNNOIGIZL e e m
come daln recovely pobtoeniial oLow oxisl gl tne  sote. Infsrmaty oo

including dofinition of Prucurement strategies uaatitative
l )

identificatinn ol Mthic rescurcce o€ the site, as well as Lossible
identification of cultural components represented within discrete
activity areas, could be obtained through systematic rescarch,
Thercfore, this site s coasidered Lo pLossess the potentizl interrity
2ad sl nlflconce roc. . urcyy feoe faell D L in the NREP, ond ovaldanod

. '
AEY TLie TS - gt
Qe RETTR eI [ .



*8810Z WNA 2315 jo dew yoiods ¢ oandig

EIEHTS UL Toun 7
y [(Butastxa) ped 11oM g4 TBI9pAI medg vury ] o 7 ; R
“ /w ' 0% ° UOTIEIIUSDUO)
’ OTYIT] vasua(
\ l
. A3Y
AN
\ \ .//
\ \ .
! \ / e%?
l ! N Aav
v s
\ \ f//.///
\ \ .
\ \ ././
Liepunog
211§
23n01ay
popusumos3y

881 0ZNNT




) ACA F86-169

Access Road to China Draw Commercial #4

Location

The proposed access road is located 27 mi (43 km) northwest of
Roswell, New Mexico, near the Pecos River valley. The road covers
1.49 acres and measures 1300 X 50 ft (396 X 15 m). :

NW 1/4 NE 1/4, Section 31, T0O6S, R23E, NMPM, Chaves County, NM (BLM)
SW 1/4 NE 1/4, Section 31, T06S, R30E, NMPM, Chaves County, NM (BLM)

Map Reference: USGS Mesa SW, N.Mex. Quadrangle, 7.5 minute seres,
1967 (Figure 2)

Terrain

The proposed access road is located northwest of the city of
Roswell, New Mexico, heading north-northeast from an existing road.
It is situated on a gently undulating slope, west of China Draw.
Elevation along the proposed road varies from 3990 to 4020 ftr (1216
to 1225.3 m) amsl. The sediment in the area is predominantly tan
aeolian sand. Taxonomically it can be classified as a member of the
calciustolls-rock land association. Lithic inclusions consist of
exposures of caliche and limestone bedrock, as well as many pebble-
to cobble-sized pieces of chert, chalcedony, quartzite, petrified
wood, and sandstone.

Vegetation

The ACA archaeologists observed a moderately dense floral

assemblage at this location, The coverzgs of the vegetation in the
area is approximately 40% to 50%L , c¢oasisting primarily of a variety
cf ehrubs. The dominant specics is brecowm snakewced (Gutierrezia

sarothrae). Among other spccies present are acacia (Acacia
constricta), catclaw acacia (Acacia pregii), crcosote bush (Larrea
tridentatz), mesquite (Prosoris julitiora), yucca (Yucca glaucea),
cane cholla (Opuntia spinosior), Christmas cactus (Opuntia
lepticaulis), purple pricklypear (Qpuntia macrocentra), black grama
(Bouteloua eriopoda), blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis), and poverty
threcawn (Aristida divaricata).

Previous Disturbances

The area has been disturbed previously by cattle grazing,

Cultural Resources

The ACA archaeologists did not find any archaeological sites or
isolated manifestations within or near the proposed facilities,
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Recommendations

Due to the absence of significant cultural resources 1in the
project area, clearance is recommended for the proposed access road.
Construction should be allowed to proceed as currently planned.

Relocation of Remmele Federal #2 and Access Road

Location

The well pad and access road are located 27 mi (43 km) northwest
of Roswell, New Mexico, near the Pecos River valley. The pad covers
3.67 acred and measures 400 X 400 ft (122 X 122 m). The access road
covers 0.8 acres and measures 700 X 50 ft (213 X 15 m). They are
situated as follows:

SE 1/4 SW 1/4, Section 25, T06S, R22E, NMPM, Chaves County, NM (BLM)
SW 1/4 SE 1/4, Section 25, T06S, R22E, NMPM, Chaves County, NM (BLM)

Map Reference: USGS Mesa SW, N.Mex. Quadrangle, 7.5 minute series,
1967 (Figures 4 and 5)

Terrain

The well pad and access road are located northwest of the city of
Roswell, New Mexico. They are situated 1.0 mi (1.6 km) west of Arroyo
del Macho in an area of low ridges. The southern and northeastern
portions of the well pad are situated on limestone outcrop. Elevation
around the proposed road and well pad varies from 4150 to 4180 ft
(1264.9 to 1274 m) amsl. The sediment in the area is predominantly
tan aeolian sand, Taxonomically it can be classified as a member of
the calciustolls-rock land association., Lithic inclusions coasist of
common pebble- to cobble-sized caliche fragments and large outcrops
of tabular limestone,

Vegsetation

The ACA archaecologists observed a dense floral assemblage at this
location. The coverage of the vegetation in the area is approximately
80%, consisting primarily of shrubs. The dominant species is broom
snakeweed (Gutierrezia sarothrae), Among other species presc¢nt are
acacia (Acacia constricta), catclaw acacia (Acacia gregii), creosote
bush (Larrea tridentata), desert holly (Perezia nana), javelina ULush

(Condalia ericoides), mesquite (Prosopis juliflora), cane cholla
(Opuntia spinosior), Christmas cactus (Opuntia lepticaulis), purple
pricklypear (Opuntia macrocentra), leatherwecd croton (Croton

potsii), blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis), bush muhly (Muhlenbergia
porteri), and poverty threeawn (Aristida divaricata).

10
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Previous Disturbances

The area has been disturbed previously by a two-track road and
cattle grazing.

Cultural Resources

The ACA archaeologists did not find any archaeological sites or
isolated manifestations within or near the well pad and access road.

Recommendations

-

Due to :the absence of significant cultural resources 1in this
project area, clearance is recommended for the well pad and access
road at this new location. Construction should be allowed to proceed
as currently planned.

General Recommendations

One cultural resource site was located during the reconnaissance
of the proposed pipeline to China Draw Federal #3. This site (ENM
20188) may have the qualities of significance, integrity, and data
recovery potential necessary to be eligible for inclusion in the
NRHP. Avoidance is recommended. No cultural resources were located
during the survey of the alternate location for the pipeline.
Clearance for the pipeline right-of-way at this localc 1is
recommended, In the unlikely event that substantial cultural
materials are uncovered during construction, the BLM archaeologist
for the Roswell Resource Area should be consulted immediately. This
report contains professional opinions about cultural resources in the
project areas. It should not be considered permission to proceed with
constructicn, but should be submitted to the proper review agenclies
for comnents prior to the initiation of land-altering activities.
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