Tho sroiect arsea will ke located north of NM 133, west of
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the Eddv/Lez County Line. This undulating lardform is

characterized by stabilized sand dunes which range from

H
|
rJ

meters in height. These dunss are intsrspersed with
detlation basins which have been formsd by asolian
action. Local soils in the region consist of loamv sands
which belong to the Kermit—-Berino ascsociation. Theses
soils are drained internallv. Elevation in the proiect

rea is bhetweern 2450 ff and 3480 ft above sea level.
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These plains are part of an 2nvironmental zaone called the
_ower Scororzan Life Zone. The most cammon plarmt varieties
in the region are shin oak (fQuercus havardiii, mesquite
(Proscopis 1wliflora) plains yucca (Yuccs glauca). broom
snakeweed (Gutisrrezia sarcthrze) and various grasses.
Some of the common Taunal tvypes in area are mule deer
(Odcecoileuws hemincrnus), pronghorn antelope (Antillcoccapra
americana), jackrabbit (Lepus sp.), cottontail rabbit
(Filvilagus sp.}, coyvote (Canis latrans). as well as
other small mammals, birds and reptiles. Biscn (Fison

biscn) also ranged in the region prior to their near-—

extinction in the nineteenth century.



