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ABSTRACT

On August 26, 1983, the Division of Conservation Archaeology of the San
Juan County Museum Association completed an archaeological survey of two
pipelines for 8ird 0il Corporation. The survey area is located between
Tor.eon Wash and Little Blue Mesa in McKinley County, New Mexico, and is under
the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The surveyed area
covrred 4.22 acres of BLM land.

No sites or isolated loci were found. Archaeological clearance 1is

recommended.



INTRODUCTION
On August 23, 1983, the Division of Comservation Archaeology (DCA) of the
San Juan County Museum Association conducted an archaeological survey for Bird
0il Corporation of Farmington, New Mexico. John Alexander of 3E Company
requested the survey on August 23, 1983, Margaret A. Powers administered the
project for DCA; John Alexander administered the project for 3E Company and

8ird 0il Corporation.

In recognition of the limited, nonrenewable nature of archaeological
remains, federal and state governments have enacted legislation that is
designed to conserve and protect these resources. The principal federal
legislation includes the Antiquities Act of 1906 (PL 52-209), the Ristoric
Preservation Act of 1966 (PL 89-665), the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (PL 91-852), the 1971 Executive Order No. 11593, the Archaeological and
Historical Conservation Act of 1974 (PL 93-291), and the Archaeological
Resources Protection Act of 1979 (PL 96-95).

In addition, the states of Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, and Colorado have
enacted laws to ensure compliance with federal legislation and to protect
archaeological resources within their jurisdiction. Work undertaken in the
course of this project is gover ‘d by the stipulations of Federal Antiquities
Permit No. 83-NM-037 and is for urposes of compliance with these statutes.

Roger A, Moore, DCA archaeologist, surveyed the project area for cultural
remains. The following persons were present during the fieldwork: John C.
Alexander of 3E Company, Inc. and David Kinsey of Cimarron Oil Field Services.

METHODS

The area was surveyed by walking a single zig zag transect along the
right-of-way. A buffer zone 15 feet wide along each side of the right-of-way
vas included in the survey. The right~of-way center lines are flagged with
yellow flagging tape. The archaeologist recorded all cultural remains. Those
whose information potential exceeded what could be extracted during the survey
phase were assigned site status. Other cultural remains were documented as
isolated loci (IL). Pertinent environmental data were also recorded.

In addition to field inspection, the archaeologist conducted a search of
tﬁe records at the Division of Conservation Archaeology to determine if any
sites had been previously recorded in the project area.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Pipeline Connecting Wells Bird Federal #12-5 and Bird Federal #12-11

Legal Description: TI9N, R5W, Section 12, SE 1/4 SW 1/4 NW 1/4;
NW 1/4 NE 1/4 SW 1/4;
NE 1/4 NW 1/4 SW 1/4;

N.M.P.M., McKinley County, New Mexico

UTHM Coordinates: Zone 13, 3974350N, 290330N (north end of pipeline)
Zone 13, 3974150N, 290560N (southeast end of pipeline)

Map Source: U.S.G.S. 7.5° 0jo Encino Mesa, New Mexico (1961)
Land Jurisdiction: Bureau of Land Management

Project Area: 900” x 30° (pipeline)
Surveyed Area: 900° x 60 (pipeline with buffer)
1.24 Acres

Description: The project is on the Torreon Wash floodplain (Figure 1). The
pipeline begins at well Bird Federal #12~5 and crosses the floodplain to the
southeast across the main valley road to well location Bird Federal #12-11.
Vegetative cover is 20 to 50 percent and consists of dropseed grass
(Sporobolus airoides), galleta grass (Hilaria jamesii), sagebrush (Artemisia
tridentata), greasewood (Sarcobatus vermiculatus), grama grass (Bouteloua
$p.), and three-awn grass (Aristida sp.).

Cultural Resources: No sites or isolated loci were found.

Recommendation: Archaeological clearance is recommended.

Pipeline Connecting Wells Bird Federal #12-5 and Bird Federal #12~13

Legax Description: TI9N, R5W, Section 12, SE 1/4 SW 1/4 NW 1/4;
’ W 1/2 sW 1/4;
N.M.P.M., McKinley County, New Mexico

UTHM Coordinates: Zone 13, 3974350N, 290330E (north end of pipeline)
Zone 13, 3973750N, 290160E (south end of pipeline)

Map Source: U.S.G.S. Ojo Encino Mesa, New Mexico (1961)
- . - ’,
Land Jurisdiction: Bureau of Land Management
/
Project Area: 2160° x 30° (pipeline)

Surveyed Area: 2160° x 60° (pipeline with buffer)
2.98 Acres



Description: The project is on the Torreon Wash floodplain (Figure 1). The
pipeline begins at well Bird Federal #12-5 and crosses the floodplain
south-southwest to the well Bird Federal #12-13. Approximately 300 feet south
of Bird Federal #12-5 the line crossed a dirt road. Vegetative cover is 30 to
50 percent and consists of galleta grass, dropseed grass, weeds, greasewood,
and shadscale (Atriplex confertifolia).

Cultural Resources: Recent historic trash was noted near the dirt road. No
sites or isolated loci were found. ’

Recommendation: Archaeological clearance is recommended.
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