Pe 0. Bex 3312
Durango, Colorade
January 23, 1961

United 3tates Geoclogical 3urvey i - “{
ch 959 N 4 -
¥Yarmin ton, New #exico 7 o

Gentlemen:

Oa January 7, 1561, there was a serious fire at
Continental 01l Cempany's dell 27 Ko« 2, located in the N
Nu of Secticn 27=-25K-4W, Rio Arriba County, New Hexieo.
Lohmann »ell Servicing Company had just completed running
rods in the well and hung the well on to the pungé;{ anit
at the time of the fire. Upon completion of the
unit work, the orew atsrted rigging down anrd the company
representative left the well to go to aneother part of the
lease. During the course of the work, they eirculated oil
to kill the well and keep it from flowing. The e¢il was ¢ir-
culated to a 150-barrel mud tank and a p that was lossted
np;ruxiuataly 100 northwest of the pulling unit and the
well head. At 10145 A. K., they were attempting to start
the pump in order to transfer the 75 barrels of e¢il from
their mud tank to a 400-baerrel storage tank, belonging to
gontigcntal. that was setting at the northwest cormer of the
ocation,.

The srew teock up the lines from the wsll head to
the 150-barrel mud tank and ths » and had laid a new
line frem the pump to the ALUO~barrel tenk, During the pro-
cess of taking up the lines, they spilled oil along the
ground from the well hez=d to ths pump.

They were unable to start the mud pump with the
battery on the mud pump and obtained another battery. Mr,
Frank Brack, who was ene of the helpers on the Srew had con-
aideradble cmount of oil en his elothes since he had been
working derrick when the well was pulled. He installed a
Jamper from: the new battery to ths old battery and started
the pump engine, +hen the pump engine started, he dropped
the jumper, whish arced and set his slothes on fire., At the
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vime of the initial flash, he stepped baek {ato a ﬁol of
oil that was ;pilhé when they were echanging the lines

, the pump and set this oil on rfire. Ths flames spread
from the pool of oil to the mud tank and pump whieh caught
on fire. Flames thet spread from the mud tank along the oil
spilled whers the 1ires were taken up between the well head
and puEpe *hege flaves ignited & <V gallen di ese) tank,
whis exploded. The cxflding dlesel tank set fire %o the

[ue to the faet that wre. Brack was sericusly burned,
ghe crev was very mey in giving first sid to Mr. Brack end
attending to his nsds. Iv wes during this period that the
five spread. & piass vas called from peymington and WX,

Brask was transporwd by ne to the 3an Juan County Nospital.
He arrived at the hospl at 1100 P. Rey approxinuly two

s sfter the injury. After the fire 8P to ths we
heed, it was necesssry 0o obtain pump teucks from Halliburton
and Dowell and apmxiﬁuly 300 rels of water were Pt on

the fire before the fire gould be prought under gontrel. Due
to the huenuﬂuuy of the area, it was AiOC F. M, before
the pump and wate? traaks‘arrived. The fire was brought
unger econtrol at 5100 F. M.

e palling anit was gompletely destroyed and the
loss wAS estimted 8t $120,000. 3{nce both strings of tuding
in she well pirted, dus to the fire heat, the damage to Gen-
ginental's ecuipment &t the well head and in the well is o8~
timated to be $28,000, #r. Brack's condition is still very
serious, but as ai’ this date, he is expected to live.

as of this date, both strings of tubing have been
replaced in the well, the casing has been pressure tested and
s complets nevw christsas tree has pesn installed. The well
will be back on production on Jenvary 23, 1961.

Gontinental K:rpcintcd an investigation board con-
sisting of Er. F. R. KelsoRm, Regionsl Drilling 3nporinhndcnt
of Denver, Hr. pavs Tedesito, Reglonal safety Engineer of Denver
and Mr. H. P Haley, pistrict Supsrintendent of Durange, to
{nvestigate this fire. The Board feund that the squipmnt was
loeatsd the prescribed distance [TOm the well head for safe
operation. her found that the cause of the fire was
the use of the jumper battery cable to start the Pump engine.



“
¥
S
o~ '
e
T
[
'
¢




U. 8, G. 8.
Page 3

The other contributing factor tc the fire was the failure

of the orew to cover up the oil spilled when they took up
the lines. This allowed the fire to spread and cause a con-
siderable amount of damage.

The Board falt that the crew did the right thing
in administering aid to Hr. Brack before they attempted to
put out the fire. It was their opinieon that the method used
to extinguish the fire was sorrect and that the company had
;2kon all the proper precautions during the fighting of the

re.

It i3 with the greatesat of regret that I mist re-
port this fire, and the persomal iujur;hte ¥r, Srack and the
damage to ths equipment at the well, is i3 to advise that
we will take every step possidle to prevent any further fires
such as this one on ocur leases.

If thers is any further information you desire re-
garding this fire, pleass adviss,

e {

M L'LLL
Aty
Ha Da glil"

Distriet Superintendent

Dursngo District
Froduetien Department

HDH-pk

ce R. E, Mhite (l)
Jenver, Colo,

N. B. 0. S, co(2) V)
Agtec, New iex,

Note to N. M. O. C. C.: Approximately 100 barrels of oil were
destroyed in the fire,
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