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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR
PERMANENT ABANDONMENT OF WELLS ON FEDERAL AND INDIAN LEASES
FARMINGTON RESOURCE AREA

1. Secure prior approval either on a Sundry Notice (Form 3160-5. or verbally
from the Fluids Drilling & Production Section at this office before changing
the approved plugging program.

2. Plugging equipment used shall have separate mixing and displiucement pumps
and a calibrated tank to assure proper displacement of plugs. The Operator 1s
responsible for providing all wmeasuring devices needed to assure proper
measurement of materials being used.

3. A proper tamk or pit will be used to contain all fluids pumped from the
well during plugging operations. Unattended pits are to be fenced.

4. All cement plugs are to be placed through tubing (or drillpipe) and shal
be a minimum of 100 feet in length with 50% excess inside casing or 1007 excess
when plug is set in open hole or squeszed iato perforations. 15.3#/gal slurry
weight is to be used when using class B neat cemeat or when CaClp is used.

Use the recommended slurry weight of other type cements when they are used
(Class C, Pozzolan etc.).

5. Any cement plugs placed when well is not full of fluid, or wien well may
be taking fluid, (i.e. across pert —-ynless bridge plug or retainmer is used,
across bad csg., or fresh water formations) will be tagged (touchad) after
cement has set to verify proper lecation.

Sa. Testing The first plug below the surface plug shall
generally be tested by either tagging the plug with the working
pipe string, or pressuring to a minimum pump (surface) pressure
of 1000 psig, with no more than a 10 perceant drop during a
15-minute period (cased hole only). ILf the integrity of any
other plug is questioned, it must be tested in the same

manner. Also, any cement plug which is the only isolating
medium for a fresh water interval or a zomne containing a
valuable mineral deposit should be tested by tagging with the
drill string.

6. Mud must be placed between plugs. Plugging mud is to be made up with a
pinimum of 15 1bs/bbl of sodium bentonite, and a nonfermenting pclymer.
Minimum consistency of plugging mud must be 9 1bs/gal and with a minimum
viscosity of 50 sec/qt. Fresh water is to be utilized for mixing mud.

7. Following the placement of a cement plug, the withdrawl rate for at least
the length of the cement plug shall not exceed 30 ft/min, in order to minimize
the contamination of the plug.
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8. Within 30 days after plugging work is completed, file a Sundry Notice
(Subsequent Report of Abandonment, Form 3160-5), in quintuplicate with Area
Manager, Bureau of Land Management, 1235 La Plata Highway, Farmington, NM
87401. The report should give in detail the wmanner in which the ‘plugging work
was carried out, the extent (by depthks) of cement plugs placed, and the sizs
and location (by depths) of casing left in the well. Show date well was
plugged.

9. All permanently abandoned wells ares to be marked with a regulation marker
(4" pipe extending 4' above the ground line) containing the information as
specified in 43 CFR 3162.6(d). Unless otherwise approved.

10. After plugging work is completed the surface is to be rehabilitated in
accord with instructions from the Fluids Surface Management Section of the
Farmington Resource Area Office.

All above are minimum rasquirements. The period of 1iability under the bomd of
record will not be terminated until the lease is inspected and surfacs work
approved.

Please advise this office when the well locatiom is ready for final inspectionm.
Failure to comply with the above conditioms of approval may result in an

assessment for noncompliance and/or a Shut-in Order being issued pursuant to 43
CFR 3163.1.

You are further advised that any instructions, orders or decisions issued by
the Bureau of Land Management are subject to administrative review pursuant to
43 CFR 3165.3 and appeal pursuant to 43 CFR 3165.4 and 43 CFR 4.700.




