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Two homes on Camino Rio
Drive in Farmington have
been evacuated in the last
couple of weeks because the
Gas Company of New Mexico
found dangerous levels of gas
leaking under the structures.

Frank Chavez, a district
supervisor with the New
Mexico Energy and Minerals

t, said the homes
are owned by Harold Roberts
and Winnie Brady. Other
homes in the vicinity are now
being checked for the same
problem.

There is some uncertainty
as to what exactly is causing

the gas leaks. Saturday state
officials were digging in the
back yard of Dale Nettleton's
home where it is thought an
old gas well is located. But it
is also still a possibility that
pipes from the Gas Company
of New Mexico are leaking.
“We're just not sure at this
point,” Chavez said.

“We found a lot of evidence
that there is an old well be-
neath the (Nettleton) yard, so
we think there is a good pos-
sibility that that is where the
gas is leaking from,” said
Charles C. Gholson, field rep-
resentative for the Energy
and Minerals Department.
Nettleton’s home is down the
street a short distance from
the affected hornes.

Gholson theorizes that the
gas from the old well may
have leaked out and moved

horizontally through the
ground to the Brady and Rob-
erts homes. “If you have clay
or ground like that, gas can
travel that way,” he said.
“But that’s a long way for it
to go. But it’s possible.”

The old gas well was
drilled in 1955 by a man

-named Floyd West. The oper-

ator of the well was A.H.
Bernstein. ‘“These homes I
believe were built about 1958,
two years after the well was
abandoned in 1956,” accord-
ing to evacuee Roberts.

And why were homes built
on the top of an old gas well?
Simple, the two men from the
state agency say. The house
builders probably didn’t
know it was even there. “‘Ac-
cording to records, this well
was supposed to be drilled
near the bluffs, not here,”
Chavez said. “For some rea-
son, it seems, the well was

aks Cause Two Home Evacuations

drilled in the wrong place. I
really don’t know how it hap-
med."

The gas leak is no small
matter, according to
Gholson. ““A pilot light could
have set it off because there
was a dangerous level of gas
escaping. Whether it would
have damaged other homes
in the area, I don’t know. It
would just depend on how big
a leak it was. We just don’t
know about that.”

So the search for the origin
of the leak continues. And the
two families evacuated might
just have to spend Christmas
away from home. “It's just
one of those things though,”
Roberts said. “These things
will happen; when they say
it's dangerous I believe them,
and would much rather be
living in a motel room till
they get it fixed.”
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