
Page 1 of 9 
 

November 21, 2017 

NMOCD District I 
Olivia Yu 
1625 N French Dr 
Hobbs, New Mexico 88240 
 
RE:  Pure State Gathering Facility      1RP-4859 
 Unit P Section 36 – T19S – R34E 
 API:  30-025-20096 
 
Dear Ms. Yu, 

Tandem Energy would like to submit the following assessment and delineation proposal for Pure State Gathering 

Facility.  The site is located in Unit P, Section 36, Township 19S, Range 34E in Lea County on State Land.  

Summary of the release is as follows: 

TABLE 1 

Well Name: Pure State Gathering Facility 

Operator: Tandem Endergy Corp 

RP Number: 1PR-4979 

API Number: 30-025-20096 

GPS Location of release: GPS of release is attached 

Date of Release: 10.19.2017 

Date Reported to NMOCD – Hobbs: 10.20.2017 @ 1000hrs to Olivia Yu 

Land Owner: State of NM 

Cause of Release: Lightning Strike 

Type of Release: Oil and Water 

Volume Released of Oil 318bbls 

Volume Recovered of Oil 0 

Volume of Water Released 56bbls 

Volume of Water Recovered 0 

Nearest Waterway Greater than 1000’ 

Depth to Groudwater (estimated) Less than 50’ 

Nearest Domestic Water Source: Greater than 1000’ 

NMOCD Ranking: 20 
 

Background:  

The tank battery was struck by lightning causing produced water and hydrocarbons to be released on an unlined 

production facility.  The release affected the tank battery, location, road and pasture. The lightning strike caused 

the facility to catch fire and consumed all standing hydrocarbons.  The facility was a total loss and there are current 

plans of rebuilding the facility upon completion of remedial activities. 

No active waterways are located within the area, nor domestic water sources.  A search of the New Mexico State 

Engineer’s Office (NMOSE) online water well database for water wells within the vicinity of the release, showed a 

total of four (4) wells.  Locations are as follows: 

  

Oyu
Approved

Oyu
Text Box
NMOCD approves of the proposed delineation plan for 1RP-4859. For each sample location, laboratory analyses must depict permissible levels for at least 2 depths: depth obtained and depth maintained at least 5 ft. further in depth. Permissible chloride levels are 600 mg/kg.
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TABLE 2: 

SEC 36-T19S-R34E 1 well – Depth of well 100’ (no water data) 

SEC 25-T19S-R34E 1 well – Average depth to water 28’ 

SEC 26-T19S-R34E NO WELLS 

SEC 35-T19S-R34E NO WELLS 

  

SEC 1-T20S-R34E NO WELLS 

SEC 2-T20S-R34E NO WELLS 

  

SEC 30-T19S-R35E NO WELLS 

SEC 31-T19S-R35E NO WELLS 

  

SEC 6-T20S-R35E 2 WELLS – Average depth to water 64’ 
 

The Chevron Trend map shows an average water depth of 75’ to 100’ bgs. 

 FIGURE 1: 

 

 

Recommended Remediation Action Levels (RRALs): 

The following is the site ranking according to the NMOCD Guidelines for Remediation of Leaks, Spills, and Releases 

(1993). Below in Table 3 are the remediation standards and the site ranking for this location.  
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TABLE 3:  

SOIL REMEDIATION STATNDARDS 0-9 10-19 >19 

Benzene 10ppm 10ppm 10ppm 

BTEX 50ppm 50pm 50ppm 

TPH 5000ppm 1000ppm 100ppm 

   

Depth to Groundwater NMOCD Ranking 

<50’ = 20 20 

50’ to 99’ = 10  

>100’ = 0  

Distance to Nearest Surface Water NMOCD Ranking 

<200’ = 20  

200’ – 1000’ = 10  

>1000’ = 0 0 

Well Head Protection NMOCD Ranking 

<1000’ (<200’ domestic) = 20  

>1000’ = 0 0 

 

Delineation Proposal: 

Based on initial site assesment, the heaviest impact is located around the remains of the facility.  The area affected 

outside the facility was mainly burnt pasture land.  The total affected area including burned grassland is 

approximately 43,248 sq ft.  The facility area will be delineated hozinontally and vertically to determine the total 

depth and width of impact with depth intervals not to exceed five (5) feet.  The area outside of the facility area 

will be sampled on a grid pattern to determine if any environmental impact exists.  Once the area has been 

thoroughly delientaed, a corrective action plan will be submitted to the NMOCD for considertion and approval. 

Tandem will incorporate the Mohr Titration Method to delineate the impacted area for chlorides. Field delineation 

data will be submitted with the corrective action plan.  Additionally, laboratory analytical data will be submitted 

on all bottom hole samples for chlorides, BTEX and TPH C6-C36 (GRO, DRO, and MRO) per NMOCD COA’s.  

Request: 

Tandem Energy hereby requests approval to begin delineation activies.  

Sincerely, 

 

Tony Tucker 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. GPS MAP OF AFFECTED AREA 
2. TOPOGRAPHICAL MAP 
3. SURFACE AREA MAP 
4. NM OSE WATER DATA 
5. NMOCD C-141 
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1. Affected Area: 
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2. Topographical Map with affected area overlay: 
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3. Map of Area with Wells Desiginated: 
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4. OSE Water Data: 
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5. C-141 

 




