
  

 

 
 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 
 
 
APPLICATION OF ARMSTRONG ENERGY 
CORP. TO DESIGNATE BURNS XPRESS, LLC AS 
OPERATOR OF RECORD OF THE WEST PEARL 
STATE #1 WELL, LEA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO. CASE NO. _________________ 
 

 
APPLICATION 

 
 In accordance with NMSA 1978 § 70-2-11(A) and 19.15.9.9 NMAC, Armstrong Energy Corp. 

(OGRID No. 1092) (“Armstrong”) applies for an order removing Armstrong as operator of record of 

the West Pearl State #1 well and designating Burns Xpress, LLC (OGRID No. 371003) (“Burns”) as 

operator of record. Applicant states the following in support of its application. 

1. Armstrong is the operator of record of the West Pearl State #1 well (“Well”) (API # 

30-025-28583). 

2. The Well is vertically drilled at 660 FNL and 550 FEL (Unit A) in Section 2, Township 

20 South, Range 34 East, Lea County, New Mexico to a depth sufficient to produce the Lea-Delaware, 

Northeast pool (Pool Code 37584).  

3. On May 21, 2019, the Oil Conservation Division (“Division”) granted temporary 

abandonment status of the Well until May 3, 2024.  

4. On May 6, 2019, Armstrong assigned the Well to Burns. The assignment was filed with 

the Lea County Clerk’s Office on October 31, 2019. A copy of the assignment is attached as Exhibit 

A. 

5. As a result of the assignment, Armstrong no longer owns the Well and lacks legal 

authority over it.   
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6. Armstrong and Burns agreed that that Burns would voluntarily execute a joint Change 

of Operator application (Form C-145) for the Well, but Burns has refused to do so. 

7. In order to prevent waste, protect correlative rights, and ensure that the owner of the 

Well has legal authority over the Well for purposes of complying with the Division’s regulations, 

Armstrong should be removed as operator of the Well by the Division and Burns should be designated 

as operator of record of the Well. 

WHEREFORE, Applicant requests this application be set for hearing on January 6, 2022, and 

after notice and hearing, the Division enter an order removing Armstrong as operator of the West Pearl 

State #1 well and approving a change of operator to Burns and granting such further relief as the 

Division deems proper. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

HINKLE SHANOR LLP 
 

      /s/ Dana S. Hardy    
      Dana S. Hardy 
      Michael Rodriguez 
      P.O. Box 2068 
      Santa Fe, NM 87504-2068 

     Phone: (505) 982-4554 
     Facsimile: (505) 982-8623 
     dhardy@hinklelawfirm.com 

mrodriguez@hinklelawfirm.com 
Counsel for Armstrong Energy Corp. 










































