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SELF-AFFIRMED STATEMENT OF CLAY WOOTEN, LANDMAN 

1. My name is Clay Wooten and I work for MRC Energy Company, an affiliate of

MRC Permian Company (“MRC”), as a Landman. 

2. I have previously testified before the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division as an

expert witness in petroleum land matters. My credentials as a petroleum landman have been 

accepted by the Division and made a matter of public record.  

3. I am familiar with the applications filed by Permian Resources Operating, LLC

(“Permian”) in these consolidated cases and I am familiar with the status of the lands in the subject 

area with respect to MRC’s development plans, as described herein.  

4. In these consolidated cases, Permian seeks to pool standard horizontal well spacing

units for two-mile laydown laterals in the Bone Spring formation underlying the S/2 of Section 7 

and 8, Township 20 South, Range 27 East, Eddy County, New Mexico, as follows: 

• Under Case No. 25283, Permian seeks to pool a standard 320-acre horizontal
spacing unit in the Bone Spring formation underlying the N/2 S/2 of Sections 7 and
8, for the proposed Fiero 7 Fed Com 133H; and

• Under Case No. 25284, Permian seeks to pool a standard 320-acre horizontal
spacing unit in the Bone Spring formation underlying the S/2 S/2 of Sections 7 and
8, for the proposed Fiero 7 Fed Com 134H.

5. Attached as MRC Exhibit A-1 is a copy of the well proposals that MRC received

from Permian for Permian’s Fiero project. As shown in MRC Exhibit A-1, when Permian proposed 
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the wells, it proposed both (i) the initial wells listed in Permian’s current applications (the Fiero 7 

Fed Com #133H and #134H), which MRC understands are located in the Third Bone Spring 

formation; and (ii) two additional wells (the Fiero 7 Fed Com #123H and #124H), which MRC 

understands are located in the Second Bone Spring formation. 

6. MRC objects to Permian’s applications and requests that they be denied for a

number of reasons.  I will be addressing the land-related reasons that Permian’s applications should 

be denied. 

The SE/4 of Section 8 is Already Fully Committed to MRC’s JOA 

7. MRC Exhibit A-2 contains a map showing Permian’s Fiero project outlined in

green.  

8. MRC Exhibit A-2 also shows MRC’s current development plans for its Becky

project outlined in blue, which includes the SE/4 of Section 8, as well as the SW/4 and NW/4 SE/4 

of Section 9.   

9. As shown on MRC Exhibit A-2, Permian’s and MRC’s development plans overlap

in the SE/4 of Section 8. Notably, MRC’s title information shows that 100% of the working interest 

in the SE/4 of Section 8 is committed to a joint operating agreement (“JOA”) under which MRC 

owns an interest and its affiliate, Matador Production Company, is the designated operator. MRC’s 

JOA also covers the SW/4 and NW/4 SE/4 of Section 9, among other lands, and MRC’s title 

information shows that 100% of the working interest in the entirety of MRC’s Becky project shown 

in blue is committed to MRC’s JOA. Therefore, MRC does not need to force pool any working 

interest owners in its current Becky project, which is the reason MRC has not filed competing 

applications in this case.  



3 

10. With respect to the overlap between Permian’s and MRC’s development plans in

the SE/4 of Section 8, not only does MRC’s title information show that 100% of the working 

interest is subject to MRC’s JOA, but MRC’s title information shows that Permian’s affiliate (by 

virtue of its acquisition of the interest previously owned by Read & Stevens, Inc.) is a party to 

MRC’s JOA.  Moreover, MRC’s title information shows that Permian’s affiliate only owns a 

1.171875% working interest in the SE/4 of Section 8 (which is committed to MRC’s JOA), while 

MRC owns a 26.100619% working interest the SE/4 of Section 8.  

11. Because MRC controls 100% of the working interest in the SE/4 of Section 8 and

intends to develop that acreage under its existing JOA, Permian’s request to include the SE/4 of 

Section 8 in its Fiero project should be denied.  

MRC’s Development Plans 

12. MRC’s current preferred development for its Becky development would be to

locate surface pads on the Eastern boundary, which would allow development using U-turn wells. 

MRC plans to initially target the Third Bone Spring and Second Bond Spring intervals. A general 

depiction of this potential development plan is shown on MRC Exhibit A-3.   

13. Alternatively, if such surface location was not available, and MRC was required to

locate its drilling pad on the Western boundary of the Becky project area, then MRC would plan 

to develop the N/2 SE/4 of Section 8 and the N/2 SW/4 and NW/4 SE/4 of Section 9 on a 1.25-

mile basis and the S/2 SE/4 of Sections 8 and S/2 SW/4 of Section 9 on a 1-mile basis, also initially 

targeting the Third Bone Spring and Second Bone Spring intervals. A general depiction of this 

potential development plan is shown on MRC Exhibit A-4. 
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14. MRC’s Federal team plans to discuss the potential pad locations for this project

with the Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) as MRC gets closer to filing its applications for 

federal drilling permits.   

15. In addition, to the extent the current working interest owners in the E/2 SE/4 of

Section 9 and potential future lessee of the SW/4 SE/4 of Section 9 (discussed further below) were 

interested in that acreage being included in MRC’s development, MRC would be open to 

discussing amending MRC’s JOA to include that acreage. 

16. MRC’s plan to develop its Becky project is part of MRC’s larger development plans

for this area. MRC Exhibit A-5 shows MRC’s current development plans for its Rik Schenck, 

Helma Ling, and Jim Minor three-mile units directly North of the Becky project, outlined in blue.  

In addition, MRC Exhibit A-5 shows the contract area for MRC’s JOA, referenced above, outlined 

in yellow. 

Permian’s Application May Potentially Strand 
MRC’s Acreage in the S/2 SW/4 of Section 9 

17. As shown MRC Exhibit A-2, there is an unleased federal tract located in the SW/4

SE/4 of Section 9, highlighted in purple. 

18. It is unknown if or when the BLM will place that unleased federal tract onto a

federal lease sale, although MRC is in the process of nominating it. 

19. If Permian’s applications were granted it would create a risk of stranding the

development of the S/2 SW/4 of Section 9 because, absent the ability to get approved surface on 

the Eastern boundary of MRC’s Becky project in a location that would allow for U-turn wells, the 

unleased federal tract in the SW/4 SE/4 of Section 9 would prevent MRC from developing the S/2 

SW/4 of Section 9 on a laydown basis with anything longer than a half-mile well. 
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20. Denial of Permian’s application would remove that stranding risk for the S/2 SW/4

of Section 9 because it could be included in MRC’s current Becky development plans, discussed 

above, that is already committed to a 100% voluntary agreement. 

Permian Should Drill 1.5-Mile Laterals (or 3-Mile U-Turn wells)
in the S/2 of Section 7 and SW/4 of Section 8 

21. MRC understands that Permian has lease expirations in or around June 2026 located

in its fee acreage in the S/2 of Section 7 and/or SW/4 of Section 8. 

22. To facilitate meeting its lease expiration deadlines, and to protect MRC’s

correlative rights and the correlative rights of MRC’s JOA partners, Permian should develop its 

acreage in the S/2 of Section 7 and SW/4 of Section 8 on either a 1.5-mile basis or using 3-mile 

U-turn wells.

23. A map showing this alternative development is shown on MRC Exhibit A-6.

24. By excluding the SE/4 of Section 8 for its development, and developing its acreage

using 1.5-mile laterals or 3-mile U-turn wells, this would allow Permian to meet any lease 

expirations in that acreage while at the same time allowing MRC to develop the acreage that is 

fully committed to its JOA. 

25. For all these reasons, it is unclear to MRC why if Permian was concerned with lease

expirations in the S/2 of Section 7 and/or SW/4 of Section 8 that it would seek to include the SE/4 

of Section 8 (where its affiliate owns only a 1.171875% working interest that is subject to MRC’s 

JOA) in its development plans.   

26. In my opinion, denying Permian’s applications would be in the best interest of

conservation, the prevention of waste, and protection of correlative rights. 

27. MRC Exhibits A-2 through A-6 were either prepared by me or compiled under

my direction and supervision. 
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B-2
Becky Fed Com #123H, #124H, #133H, and #134H

BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Exhibit No. B-2 
Submitted by: MRC Permian Company 

Hearing Date: May 27, 2025 
Permian Case Nos. 25283-25284



Structure Map (Top Bone Spring Subsea)
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Map Legend
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Structural Cross-Section A – A’             Exhibit B-4
A A’

Becky #123H and 
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#134H Target
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Becky Fed Com #123H, #124H, #133H, and #134H
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(1) Economic Run @$70/bbl & $3/mcf Flat Pricing

Risk of Potential Waste Caused By Permian’s Application

Township 20S Range 27E, Proposed Development Areas

Remaining Portion of MRC’s 

Becky Project if Permian’s 

Applications are Approved

Permian Proposed Fiero 

Area of Development

80 Acre Block at Potential Risk 

of Being Stranded

LNRI Case TIL BO/FT CapEx ($MM/well) RoR(1) ROI(1) Gross Oil (MBO)
Gross Gas 

(MMCf)

75.0% 0.5-Mile SBSG 1/1/2027 55 5.8 0.00% 0.72 101 727

75.0% 0.5-Mile TBSG 1/1/2027 60 6.08 0.00% 0.63 106 618

Total Stranded Reserves 207 1,345

Unleased Fed Tract

C-1
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2nd Bone Spring Analog Wells
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2nd Bone Spring Analog Wells

API Well Name ENV Interval Enverus EUR Oil Enverus EUR Gas Enverus Perforated Ft
30015537360000 BONNEVILLE 16 STATE 204H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 602,040 7,093,869 4,661
30015533020000 BLACK CAT 16 STATE COM 121H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 551,761 4,759,905 9,868
30015502150000 PALMILLO 29 30 STATE COM 274H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 466,828 3,612,077 10,475
30015502130000 PALMILLO 29 30 STATE COM 273H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 693,370 4,859,174 10,217
30015502110000 PALMILLO 29 30 STATE COM 272H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 670,096 5,951,992 10,166
30015499230000 BIG BURRO 27 STATE COM 123H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 992,675 3,115,685 9,834
30015499220000 BIG BURRO 27 STATE COM 124H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 592,027 3,748,673 9,773
30015497720000 DUNDEE 4 FEDERAL COM 123H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 477,047 6,127,996 10,079
30015497710000 DUNDEE 4 FEDERAL COM 121H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 503,563 4,759,252 10,141
30015497450000 DUNDEE 4 FEDERAL COM 122H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 400,108 6,099,953 10,158
30015497440000 DUNDEE 4 FEDERAL COM 124H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 441,585 4,718,049 10,219
30015482140000 BIG FISH 12 10 FEDERAL COM 312H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 734,556 1,814,883 12,738
30015477400000 DAKOTA 32 STATE FEDERAL COM 124H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 623,540 6,776,678 9,952
30015477390000 DAKOTA 32 STATE FEDERAL COM 123H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 357,473 5,577,744 9,822
30015477340000 BOLANDER 32 STATE FEDERAL COM 122H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 511,637 8,034,004 9,741
30015477320000 BOLANDER 32 STATE FEDERAL COM 121H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 587,416 4,931,452 9,878
30015477070000 SHAMROCK 34 FEDERAL COM 122H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 666,167 5,326,047 9,880
30015477060000 SHAMROCK 34 FEDERAL COM 121 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 927,290 5,288,424 10,463
30015477040000 DAWSON 34 FEDERAL COM 123H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 477,956 6,578,425 9,912
30015476030000 DAWSON 34 FEDERAL COM 124H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 793,524 3,628,464 9,937
30015475990000 BIG FISH 12 10 FEDERAL COM 314H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 655,921 1,315,343 12,696
30015475980000 BIG FISH 12 10 FEDERAL COM 315H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 125,766 228,727 12,682
30015474970000 BIG FISH 12 10 FEDERAL COM 033H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 528,164 1,007,724 12,674
30015474000000 LIGHTFOOT 19 STATE COM 221H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 309,493 3,326,911 4,555
30015452790000 PALMILLO 21 STATE COM 227H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 316,349 2,011,046 4,588
30015442910000 SECRETARIAT 3 FEDERAL COM 501H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 205,109 613,123 7,188
30015423870000 ARCO 34 FEDERAL 003H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 22,468 138,011 4,306
30015418570000 STATE CV COM 002H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 138,794 573,040 4,071
30015412860000 WINDMILL 32 FEDERAL COM 004H 2ND BONE SPRING SAND 15,378 52,543 4,185
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3rd Bone Spring Analog Wells

API Well Name ENV Interval Enverus EUR Oil Enverus EUR Gas Enverus Perforated Ft
30015552080000 WEAVER 27 STATE COM 122H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 821,656 1,790,143 9,635
30015552070000 WEAVER 27 STATE COM 121H 3RD BONE SPRING 871,734 3,635,166 9,817
30015542620000 KOALA 9 FEDERAL COM 134H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 903,046 3,328,165 9,527
30015541910000 KOALA 9 FEDERAL COM 133H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 353,385 1,870,641 9,861
30015541630000 VENTURA 3233 FEDERAL COM 204H 3RD BONE SPRING 768,093 2,080,028 11,096
30015541620000 VENTURA 3233 FEDERAL COM 203H 3RD BONE SPRING 858,046 2,083,478 10,975
30015541580000 VENTURA 3233 FEDERAL COM 202H 3RD BONE SPRING 775,691 1,948,440 10,057
30015541560000 VENTURA 3233 FEDERAL COM 201H 3RD BONE SPRING 642,168 1,872,506 10,076
30015541430000 KOALA 9 FEDERAL COM 132H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 380,697 3,791,790 10,079
30015540600000 RED EAGLE 18 STATE COM 131H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 266,145 1,092,338 7,418
30015540590000 RED EAGLE 18 STATE COM 132H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 392,279 2,473,748 7,533
30015538640000 SANTA MARIA 31 36 B3AD FEDERAL COM 001H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 725,122 5,770,579 10,404
30015537640000 RED EAGLE 18 STATE COM 133H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 325,356 2,955,344 7,348
30015537210000 MAD MAX 6 FEDERAL COM 133H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 625,386 5,787,161 10,424
30015534980000 BONNEVILLE 16 STATE 304H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 171,191 1,582,134 4,745
30015534600000 MIA 64 FEE 002H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 175,316 671,907 9,528
30015533040000 BLACK CAT 16 STATE COM 131H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 641,127 2,746,500 9,866
30015533030000 BLACK CAT 16 STATE COM 122H 3RD BONE SPRING 529,492 4,359,378 9,641
30015533000000 BLACKHAWK 16 STATE COM 133H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 525,771 8,470,239 9,626
30015532990000 BLACKHAWK 16 STATE COM 124H 3RD BONE SPRING 581,052 3,436,318 9,622
30015532980000 BLACKHAWK 16 STATE COM 123H 3RD BONE SPRING 687,472 2,306,059 9,614
30015502160000 PALMILLO 29 30 STATE COM 378H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 508,458 3,771,277 10,416
30015502140000 PALMILLO 29 30 STATE COM 377H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 919,438 4,838,645 10,357
30015502100000 PALMILLO 29 30 STATE COM 376H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 440,290 4,232,438 10,331
30015502020000 PALMILLO 29 30 STATE COM 375H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 600,739 4,492,864 10,342
30015502010000 PALMILLO 29 30 STATE COM 271H 3RD BONE SPRING 836,275 4,017,721 10,369
30015501480000 BURTON FLAT DEEP UNIT 333H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 374,302 937,420 9,849
30015500540000 MAD MAX 6 FEDERAL COM 134H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 1,620,442 7,657,384 10,051
30015500340000 MAD MAX 6 FEDERAL COM 132H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 613,308 2,619,492 10,537
30015499380000 LE MANS 2419 STATE COM 305H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 585,490 2,640,365 9,850
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3rd Bone Spring Analog Wells Continued
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API Well Name ENV Interval Enverus EUR Oil Enverus EUR Gas Enverus Perforated Ft
30015498060000 BONNEVILLE 16 STATE 302H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 198,546 662,107 4,824
30015497850000 DUNDEE 4 FEDERAL COM 134H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 519,329 2,916,450 10,019
30015497430000 DUNDEE 4 FEDERAL COM 131H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 433,320 2,042,414 9,450
30015497420000 DUNDEE 4 FEDERAL COM 133H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 330,509 3,236,653 10,560
30015497410000 DUNDEE 4 FEDERAL COM 132H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 313,157 3,729,355 10,098
30015496700000 CATALINA 25 30 STATE COM 202H 3RD BONE SPRING 224,698 3,522,871 5,677
30015492570000 BURTON FLAT 26 28 FEDERAL STATE COM 335H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 496,457 2,181,901 12,960
30015492530000 BURTON FLAT 26 28 FEDERAL STATE COM 332H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 410,857 2,060,797 12,599
30015491120000 CATALINA 25 30 STATE COM 002H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 1,035,729 7,150,309 9,457
30015477740000 BOLANDER 32 STATE FEDERAL COM 131H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 575,822 4,255,363 9,990
30015477510000 SHAMROCK 34 FEDERAL COM 132H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 651,661 4,403,153 9,943
30015477440000 DAKOTA 32 STATE FEDERAL COM 134H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 600,397 2,439,094 10,126
30015477420000 DAKOTA 32 STATE FEDERAL COM 133H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 453,526 5,106,129 10,045
30015477360000 BOLANDER 32 STATE FEDERAL COM 132H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 597,200 5,712,464 9,802
30015477080000 SHAMROCK 34 FEDERAL COM 131H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 749,648 8,899,210 10,468
30015477050000 DAWSON 34 FEDERAL COM 133H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 509,748 1,733,036 9,975
30015476040000 DAWSON 34 FEDERAL COM 134H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 463,183 1,977,777 9,787
30015475970000 BIG FISH 12 10 FEDERAL COM 313H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 761,698 1,633,345 12,724
30015475950000 BIG FISH 12 10 FEDERAL COM 311H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 193,056 363,241 12,693
30015474250000 LIGHTFOOT 19 STATE COM 231H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 373,479 2,860,678 4,763
30015473990000 LIGHTFOOT 19 STATE COM 222H 3RD BONE SPRING 568,174 2,082,503 7,302
30015467690000 WEAVER 27 STATE COM 132H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 508,710 5,125,203 9,740
30015467680000 WEAVER 27 STATE COM 131H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 676,100 4,814,902 9,858
30015467660100 BIG BURRO 27 STATE COM 133H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 0 0 7,662
30015467660000 BIG BURRO 27 STATE COM 133H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 544,733 4,836,534 9,983
30015467650000 BIG BURRO 27 STATE COM 134H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 462,496 3,341,111 9,925
30015465280000 PALMILLO 20 STATE COM 365H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 186,308 1,592,159 4,954
30015452820000 PALMILLO 21 STATE COM 325H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 290,653 2,128,301 4,508
30015452810000 PALMILLO 21 STATE COM 324H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 492,614 3,150,350 4,522
30015431680000 ROSCOE 6 B3AD FEDERAL COM 001H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 441,906 1,205,606 4,499
30015431230000 CHARLIE CHOCOLATE 14 15 FEDERAL COM 031H 3RD BONE SPRING SAND 250,625 639,969 9,989


