From: Margquis Cintron

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Speak at upcoming hearing at 9:00am
Date: Friday, October 17, 2025 5:03:12 PM

You don't often get email from marquisfarl@outlook.com. Learn why this is important

I believe it will be remote, but where's the location in person?

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android

From: Apodaca, Sheila, EMNRD <Sheila.Apodaca@emnrd.nm.gov> on behalf of Hearings, OCC,
EMNRD <OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov>

Sent: Friday, October 17, 2025 4:53:25 PM

To: Marquis Cintron <Marquisfarl@outlook.com>

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Speak at upcoming hearing at 9:00am

Dear Freddie:

There is no registration process. | have added your name to the list of individuals wanting to
provide public comment on Tuesday, 10/21/25 at 9:00 a.m. Will you appear in person or
remote on the Teams platform?

From: Marquis Cintron <Marquisfarl@outlook.com>

Sent: Friday, October 17, 2025 1:37 PM

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD <OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Speak at upcoming hearing at 9:00am

You don't often get email from marquisfarl@outlook.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking
on links or opening attachments.

Hi,

This is Freddie Lopez.

I would like to speak at the upcoming hearing on Tuesday, October 21st at 9:00 am.
Is there a registration process?

Thank you!

Freddie


mailto:marquisfarl@outlook.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:Marquisfarl@outlook.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FAAb9ysg&data=05%7C02%7COCC.Hearings%40emnrd.nm.gov%7C029ebb0d6942409f22d208de0dd156ca%7C04aa6bf4d436426fbfa404b7a70e60ff%7C0%7C0%7C638963389915239170%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FwPwcIwZkuvbfm%2BU6HrkLGt%2FVziytwUg0HXsBpTDW3Y%3D&reserved=0

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FAAb9ysg&data=05%7C02%7COCC.Hearings%40emnrd.nm.gov%7C029ebb0d6942409f22d208de0dd156ca%7C04aa6bf4d436426fbfa404b7a70e60ff%7C0%7C0%7C638963389915259341%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O6lIV%2Fp0cE5mifg4iOLnClXFNzhe4C9iIpVZIGIDqYI%3D&reserved=0

From: Joseph Sanchez

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Friday, October 17, 2025 6:24:18 PM

Attachments: OCC Letter Sanchez 10.2025.docx

[You don't often get email from josephsanchezfornm@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at

https://aka.ms/L.earnAboutSenderldentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on
links or opening attachments.

please see attached letter.
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October 17, 2025



Chairman Albert Chang

Commissioner Greg Bloom

Commissioner William Ampomah

New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission

1220 South St. Francis Drive

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505



Re: Legislative Authority and Policy Considerations in Pending Rulemaking (Case No. 24683)



Dear Chairman Chang, Commissioner Bloom, and Commissioner Ampomah:



As a member of the New Mexico Legislature, I appreciate the Oil Conservation Commission’s (“Commission”) important work to ensure the responsible development of New Mexico’s oil and gas resources. We also have a responsibility to safeguard the Legislature’s constitutional role in establishing the policies that guide such regulation. I write to express concern that certain proposals in the pending rulemaking (Case No. 24683) would exceed the authority that the Legislature has delegated to the Commission and the Oil Conservation Division (“Division”) under the New Mexico Oil and Gas Act, NMSA 1978, §§ 70-2-1 et seq.



The Oil and Gas Act (the “Act”) gives the Commission the power to administer and enforce the Act’s provisions, not to redefine or expand them. Sections 70-2-6, -11, and -12 authorize the Commission to make rules “necessary to carry out the purposes of the Act,” but that authority does not extend to creating new substantive rights or obligations that the Legislature has not enacted. Courts have consistently held that an agency may not adopt rules that alter the balance or limits established by statute. See Marbob Energy Corp. v. N.M. Oil Conservation Comm’n, 2009-NMSC-013; Morningstar Water Users Ass’n v. N.M. PUC, 1995-NMSC-062.



Several of the proposed amendments now before the Commission would do precisely that. They include:



1. New financial-assurance categories - such as the creation of “marginal well” bonding—that would effectively circumvent the Legislature’s clear $250,000 cap on blanket financial assurance under § 70-2-14(A);

2. Expanded regulation of acquisitions and ownership transfers - under proposed 19.15.8.9(A) NMAC, which would extend the Division’s reach beyond operations into private property transactions; and

3. New definitional and enforcement presumptions - that would re-write the Legislature’s statutory structure for well status, abandonment, and beneficial use.













These proposals represent significant policy changes that the Legislature has not authorized and that must, if pursued, be debated and enacted through the legislative process. The Legislature has historically adjusted the financial-assurance framework itself—most recently in 2015 and 2018—and has not granted the Commission authority to create new categories or alter statutory limits through rulemaking.



Beyond the legal issues, the policy implications are substantial. The proposed changes could have major economic and operational effects on New Mexico’s producing wells—particularly small and marginal wells that contribute to state revenues, rural employment, and energy stability. Such broad policy choices warrant full legislative deliberation, fiscal analysis, and public debate.



For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Commission to defer action on the portions of the proposed rule that exceed existing statutory authority and to allow the Legislature to consider whether additional changes to the Act are warranted. Doing so would ensure that any new policy direction is implemented through the constitutionally prescribed process and would maintain the clear separation between legislative policy-making and administrative execution.



I appreciate your service to the State of New Mexico and your dedication to upholding both the letter and the spirit of the Act.



Respectfully,
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Joseph Sanchez, PE

House of Representatives

District 40
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From: Stephen Schmidt

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] My comment
Date: Saturday, October 18, 2025 9:08:42 PM

You don't often get email from ssdog@mac.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

For years now the bond drilling companies have been required to pay has been shockingly
low. It is virtually an incentive to pollute by walking away from non-productive wells. Tax
payers have been covering the costs of dealing with abandoned wells for far too long and it is
time for those wanting to drill to post adequate money to clean up their mess when done.

Stephen Schmidt
21 Calle Debra
Santa Fe, NM 87507

505-557-9731

b% Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail


mailto:ssdog@mac.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

From: Jolene Martin Hellekson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:33:26 PM

You don't often get email from team@speak4.co. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Jolene Martin Hellekson
23 Road 5222
Bloomfield, NM 87413
helleksonj@yahoo.com
505-320-0490


mailto:helleksonj@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

From: Susan Gallaher

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 5:35:18 PM

You don't often get email from team@speak4.co. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Susan Gallaher

853 alto st

Santa Fe, NM 87501-2560
quarrier@msn.com
505-470-2314


mailto:quarrier@msn.com
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From: Lorenzo Yardman

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 5:35:33 PM

You don't often get email from team@speak4.co. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Lorenzo Yardman

3104 E. Dakota Drive
Lovington, NM 88260-8535
l.yardman(@yahoo.com
505-414-4993


mailto:l.yardman@yahoo.com
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From: Jim Ulibarri

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 7:35:16 PM

You don't often get email from team@speak4.co. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Jim Ulibarri

711 3rd St.

Chama, NM 87520-0465
littleshop59@gmail.com
575-756-2384


mailto:littleshop59@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

From: Dean Leland

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 9:37:43 PM

You don't often get email from team@speak4.co. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Dean Leland

5004 monteagle

Farmington, NM 87402-3076
dean.leland38@gmail.com
505-801-2585
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From: Dorothy Baumer

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 7:49:23 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Dorothy Baumer

1 Adobe Rd, Placitas NM
Placitas, NM 87043-9242
dorothy.baumer@gmail.com
505-457-1494


mailto:dorothy.baumer@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Teresa Wells-Gramlich

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 7:49:26 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Teresa Wells-Gramlich
18 Road 5287
Bloomfield, NM 87413
algma60@gmail.com
505-801-4200


mailto:a1gma60@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Repealsection Twothreezero Chee

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 8:51:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Repealsection Twothreezero Chee
Pobox1056

Shiprock, NM 87420
sonniedenetsone@gmail.com
505-406-1350


mailto:sonniedenetsone@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Gail Rekers

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 8:51:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Gail Rekers

236 Valle del Sol Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87501-1176
gailrekers@gmail.com
510-253-3390


mailto:gailrekers@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Jacob Boydston

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 9:50:47 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Jacob Boydston

506 E Mesa Dr

Hobbs, NM 88240-4022
jcboyd5@yahoo.com
505-860-8391


mailto:jcboyd5@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
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