
From: parnassian58@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Annette Ahlander
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 3:06:44 PM

[You don't often get email from parnassian58@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Annette Ahlander
816 Kentucky St SE  Albuquerque, NM 87108-4937
parnassian58@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: texasbtdiener@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of B. Thomas Diener
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 4:17:32 PM

[You don't often get email from texasbtdiener@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
B. Thomas Diener
12208 Kinley Pl NE  Albuquerque, NM 87112-5742
texasbtdiener@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Belva Lean
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oil and gas garbage
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 3:08:28 PM

You don't often get email from belvalean@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
We need to make sure oil and gas industries in New Mexico take care of their wells and are
responsible companies that are only here with the permission of the people of New Mexico.
Please be concerned citizens and responsible businesses. Thank you Belva Colton Santa Fe ,
NM
 

mailto:belvalean@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: bj0009721@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Bettemae Johnson
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 10:27:43 AM

[You don't often get email from bj0009721@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Bettemae Johnson
14200 La Cueva Ave NE  Albuquerque, NM 87123-1810
bj0009721@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Carol Sanchez
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 12:53:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Carol Sanchez
142 hiway 346 bosque
Bosque, NM 87006
Carsanc1@aol.com
575-637-1336

mailto:Carsanc1@aol.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: carolynpatten@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of carolyn patten
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 10:24:44 AM

[You don't often get email from carolynpatten@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
carolyn patten
1236 Nakomis Dr NE Unit F  Albuquerque, NM 87112-6043
carolynpatten@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: 4orbits@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Catherine Kirkwood
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 11:29:08 AM

[You don't often get email from 4orbits@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Catherine Kirkwood
2246 Calle Cacique  Santa Fe, NM 87505-4903
4orbits@cybermesa.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: chemenochoa@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Chemen Ochoa
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 11:44:57 AM

[You don't often get email from chemenochoa@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Chemen Ochoa
1 Altura Dr  Santa Fe, NM 87508-8328
chemenochoa@msn.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: ckriveles@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Christiane Kelley Riveles
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:44:00 AM

[You don't often get email from ckriveles@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Christiane Kelley Riveles
PO Box 1973  El Prado, NM 87529-1973
ckriveles@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Clifton Parks
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 3:19:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Clifton Parks
Marseille blvd
Farmington, NM 87402
cliftonparks568@gmail.com
970-749-0383

mailto:cliftonparks568@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: danleeb@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of daniel burval
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 10:43:22 AM

[You don't often get email from danleeb@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
daniel burval
1701 NM 76  Santa Cruz, NM 87567-9998
danleeb@hotmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: DENNIS Ryan
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Tuesday, October 14, 2025 6:24:46 PM

        You don't often get email from densan8829@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
<https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification> 
       
CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.
Please ensure that oil companies are responsible for clean up after wells are closed. It should not be the
responsibility of the citizens of New Mexico to pay for their crime of environmental damage.
Thank you

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: holcomb.emily@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Emily Holcomb
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2025 2:42:56 AM

[You don't often get email from holcomb.emily@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Emily Holcomb
3723 Espejo St NE  Albuquerque, NM 87111-3430
holcomb.emily@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: evangelinasserrano36@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Evangelina Serrano
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Saturday, October 4, 2025 12:29:34 AM

[You don't often get email from evangelinasserrano36@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Evangelina Serrano
8416 Hilton Ave NE  Albuquerque, NM 87111-3147
evangelinasserrano36@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Frank Tabone
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 10:12:43 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Frank Tabone
7233 Skagway Drive NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87144-5388
fjtabone@yahoo.com
914-262-1526

mailto:fjtabone@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Gary Brown
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:25:26 AM

        You don't often get email from team@speak4.co. Learn why this is important
<https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification> 
       
CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well cleanup in New
Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid by the oil and gas
industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The problem isn’t funding—
it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies, we should be asking
why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its part to plug the wells
with the funds the Legislature has designated

Gary Brown
reject the bill
Aztec, NM 87410
kf6dmeg@yahoo.com
334-596-6903

 <http://url6200.speak4.co/wf/open?upn=u001.N2scZ-
2Fyn4svAklDgHuWYhn8lwZZA10DnmMhuS1vH6Rd7SR8ukDQo2G-2BoBSJeGpKO-
2BuXaQA6D2YxuCFMVNuIDV8XhzJj-
2BR9j77MFHbZMAMP5JwQliDv3PP4CsIzlOvQEsw4sVlorjNgx67V0oXbCCxaDyT6-
2FpEu4ulh10cr9Pwcx5ICtvd4fVzA0Su2tptsAcYn2i-2BuaRqxOHYzrfju0GnIFaQbuapmVA0jFl-2FdZa-2FPc-3D>

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: gjp1226@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of George Parrish
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 2:28:45 PM

[You don't often get email from gjp1226@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
George Parrish
226 Valentin Rd # B  Belen, NM 87002-7538
gjp1226@yahoo.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: HARRIETT LOPEZ
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:11:23 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

HARRIETT LOPEZ
9 RD 4909
Bloomfield, NM 87413
harriettlopez.HL@gmail.com
505-701-7562

mailto:harriettlopez.HL@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Heather Dostaler
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:11:22 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Heather Dostaler
Mustang Ln
Bloomfield, NM 87413
blondie01_230@yahoo.com
505-402-1340

mailto:blondie01_230@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: hjpendragon@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Heather Knight
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:28:24 AM

[You don't often get email from hjpendragon@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Heather Knight
215 Eaton Rd SE  Rio Rancho, NM 87124-2608
hjpendragon@hotmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Hildegard Adams
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Clean up of abandoned wells
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 11:52:46 AM

[You don't often get email from hmkadams@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Sir/Madam:
For too long oil companies have not
been held accountable for the pollution of ground , air, water that
they create .
Let’s turn this around . Protect our
communities , protect our environment , protect our state.
        Sincerely,
     Ms Hildegard Adams

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:hmkadams@icloud.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: 1ieengle@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of I. Engle
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 12:25:45 PM

[You don't often get email from 1ieengle@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
I. Engle
605 Bosque St  Tularosa, NM 88352-2228
1ieengle@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: icjcpapc@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Irene Johnson
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 2:03:42 PM

[You don't often get email from icjcpapc@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Irene Johnson
619 S Cedar Ave  Roswell, NM 88203-1405
icjcpapc@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: wechsj@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of J Wechsler
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 2:49:48 PM

[You don't often get email from wechsj@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
J Wechsler
7105 Bellrose Ave NE  Albuquerque, NM 87110-1450
wechsj@comcast.net

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: James Caufield
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] bonding for abandoned wells
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 9:44:05 PM

        You don't often get email from jdcaufield@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
<https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification> 
       
CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.
Dear Ms Apodaca, Commission Clerk,

It seems fair to require bonding sufficient to close abandoned wells, rather than let that expense fall to the
taxpayers.  

Thanks,

James Caufield

Las Cruces

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: jen.wantuck@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jenny Wantuck
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:26:26 AM

[You don't often get email from jen.wantuck@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Jenny Wantuck
1928 Yarbrough Pl NW  Albuquerque, NM 87120-6228
jen.wantuck@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: jrrldosbr@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jerrold Osborn
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:16:32 AM

[You don't often get email from jrrldosbr@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Jerrold Osborn
3020 11th St NW  Albuquerque, NM 87107-1117
jrrldosbr@aol.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: jlorimer@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Joel Lorimer
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 1:55:38 PM

[You don't often get email from jlorimer@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Joel Lorimer
5700 Copper Ave NE Apt B1  Albuquerque, NM 87108-1678
jlorimer@unm.edu

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: byas1@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Kevin Quail
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 10:35:53 AM

[You don't often get email from byas1@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Kevin Quail
158 Windmill Trl N  Placitas, NM 87043-8315
byas1@comcast.net

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: redrockf9@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Kim Foster
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 11:52:08 AM

[You don't often get email from redrockf9@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Kim Foster
1514 Scenic Dr  Alamogordo, NM 88310-3927
redrockf9@aol.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: lrparkertaos@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of L. Parker
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 1:36:35 PM

[You don't often get email from lrparkertaos@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
L. Parker
212 D Merced Cmno  Taos, NM 87571
lrparkertaos@yahoo.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mspep7@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Laureen Pepersack
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:38:05 AM

[You don't often get email from mspep7@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Laureen Pepersack
1116 Avenida Codorniz  Santa Fe, NM 87507-5026
mspep7@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: bothern@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Lawrence Bothern
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 3:53:09 PM

[You don't often get email from bothern@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Lawrence Bothern
3252 Fairway Dr  Las Cruces, NM 88011-4943
bothern@hotmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: lesliedwilbur@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Leslie Wilbur
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 11:23:38 AM

[You don't often get email from lesliedwilbur@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Leslie Wilbur
1982 Embassy Dr Apt A  Las Cruces, NM 88005-1691
lesliedwilbur@yahoo.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: lindadeno@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Linda Deno
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2025 2:44:09 AM

[You don't often get email from lindadeno@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Linda Deno
12062 N Highway 14  Cedar Crest, NM 87008-9405
lindadeno@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: revlindam94@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Linda Mizell
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 1, 2025 6:23:36 AM

[You don't often get email from revlindam94@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Linda Mizell
44 Windmill Rd  Edgewood, NM 87015-6918
revlindam94@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


My name is Lisa Crowner and I am a 33 year resident of New Mexico. I wish to address the 
need for modernizing the Oil and Gas bonding and cleanup rules in our state. (Case No. 24683)


Operators of the Oil and Gas industry have overlooked their responsibility to clean up after 
themselves by failing to consistently plug oil wells that have gone dry. These abandoned wells 
continue to leak climate warming methane into the blue New Mexico sky and toxins into our 
scarce water. While the methane and toxins may be invisible, they are not without harm to the 
families and communities of New Mexico. They also leave the New Mexico taxpayers on the 
hook for the cleanup costs.


Oil and Gas has punched plenty of holes into the New Mexico landscape to pump out permian 
oil and is set to punch out many more at a healthy profit. I am not unaware of the positive effect 
that this has had on the state coffers. I am perplexed, however, that the system of selling off 
wells that begin to fail then being bought up by successively smaller companies as the well 
produces less and less finally ends up with NO company ultimately being responsible for the 
plugging of these wells. 


If the industry operators remain insufficiently bonded, the taxpayers of New Mexico must pay 
these cleanup costs. These costs are estimated to be between $700 million and $1.6 billion, 
with 600 currently abandoned wells, and 4,400 wells to be abandoned soon, that lack 
corporate funding for plugging them.  The industry operators may say that there is bond money 
or a security deposit set aside for this purpose, but this is woefully inadequate. The state cap 
of required bonding is $250,000 per operator, no matter how many wells they operate—which 
can be thousands of wells. The current bonding system covers only 2-10% of the total liability. 
The cost of plugging a well can be from $31,000 to $778,000 per well, with the average cost of 
$163,000 per well. (data from FY 2024)


Historically it has been somewhat possible to hold the corporations accountable for the 
cleanup and land restoration costs, and 89% of New Mexicans support this. But the costs of 
plugging wells continues to climb, and public funds have covered the majority of the costs over 
the past five years with $50 million each from state and federal funding. The bonding system 
for the cleanup of abandoned wells is broken and seriously inadequate. 


Please strengthen the bond system for the cleanup of abandoned wells and the security 
bonding of future wells that will be tapped out. Resolve to keep New Mexico’s families healthy, 
our blue sky clear, and our water pure.


Lisa Crowner

10/22/2025



From: M BELL
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 3:18:16 PM

You don't often get email from annieb8@msn.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
To Ms. Sheila Apodaca, Commission Clerk,

I am writing today in strong support of the rulemaking (Case No. 24683) to modernize New
Mexico's bonding and cleanup rules. In the last five years, over $100 million in taxpayer and
public funds-state and federal- have been spent to clean up abandoned wells in our state. We
still face up to $1.6 billion in future cleanup costs. These abandoned wells don't just create an
enormous financial risk for New Mexico's taxpayers, they pollute our air, land and water. 
Methane and toxins from these abandoned wells leak into the air and groundwater, harming
wildlife and public health, especially in rural and tribal communities. Our precious natural
resources belong to all of us. When we let oil and gas corporations make millions in profits
from wells in our state, they must have a responsibility to clean up their wells and protect our
air, land and water. We cannot continue to underfund the risk resulting from abandoned
wells, especially when the cost of inaction has a significant impact on New Mexico's taxpayers
and the health of our communities. The proposed changes, supported by state agencies that
oversee oil and gas development, offer a smart, risk-based, science-informed update, and I
strongly support these proposed changes and updated rules. If they drill it, they clean it. No
exceptions!!

Respectfully submitted,  

Margaret Bell
Albuquerque, NM 87107

mailto:annieb8@msn.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: bodica6086@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Margo Wyse
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:15:05 AM

[You don't often get email from bodica6086@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Margo Wyse
110 El Otro Lado Rd  Mimbres, NM 88049-8081
bodica6086@yahoo.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mwalls50@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Mary Walls
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 5:38:40 PM

[You don't often get email from mwalls50@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Mary Walls
1625 Sunshine Rd SW  Deming, NM 88030-8503
mwalls50@comcast.net

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: desertrookiexvii@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Michael LaBrecque
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 10:38:53 AM

[You don't often get email from desertrookiexvii@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Michael LaBrecque
5515 Ciento Vistas  Las Cruces, NM 88011-2630
desertrookiexvii@comcast.net

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: austin.nancy38@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Nancy Austin
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 10:18:49 AM

[You don't often get email from austin.nancy38@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Nancy Austin
53 Honey Suckle  Alamogordo, NM 88310-9152
austin.nancy38@yahoo.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: nanking1224@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of nancy king
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 10:45:25 AM

[You don't often get email from nanking1224@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
nancy king
1224 Vallecita Dr  Santa Fe, NM 87501-8803
nanking1224@earthlink.net

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: npoe_3194@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Nancy Poe
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 3:57:02 PM

[You don't often get email from npoe_3194@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Save Our Precious Planet and The Living !

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Nancy Poe
928 N 3rd St  Raton, NM 87740-3413
npoe_3194@yahoo.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Olivia Florez
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 6:10:18 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Olivia Florez
308 N Guadalupe street
Carlsbad, NM 88220-4942
oliviaflorez1@hotmail.com
575-361-9697

mailto:oliviaflorez1@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: patrice.schooley@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Patrice Schooley
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 1:29:40 PM

[You don't often get email from patrice.schooley@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Patrice Schooley
50 Tunnel Springs Rd  Placitas, NM 87043-8831
patrice.schooley@comcast.net

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: j-pnavarrete@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Patty Navarrete
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 10:35:03 AM

[You don't often get email from j-pnavarrete@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations. Living in Taos as a senior with
health conditions I urge you to support this.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Patty Navarrete
318 Paseo Del Pueblo Norte  Taos, NM 87571-9001
j-pnavarrete@cybermesa.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: priscillamvaldez@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Priscilla Martinez
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 11:05:37 AM

[You don't often get email from priscillamvaldez@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Priscilla Martinez
5308 La Colonia Dr NW  Albuquerque, NM 87120-2488
priscillamvaldez@msn.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Qwirt Morrison
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 9:11:41 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Qwirt Morrison
107 West Main Street
Bloomfield, NM 87413-5910
budmorrison1977@gmail.com
505-686-4982

mailto:budmorrison1977@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: r14rwatilo@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Roberta Watilo
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 10:57:11 AM

[You don't often get email from r14rwatilo@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Roberta Watilo
74 Herrada Rd  Santa Fe, NM 87508-8890
r14rwatilo@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Robinson Kurth
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Public Comment on mining cleanup rules
Date: Wednesday, October 15, 2025 2:51:18 PM

        You don't often get email from 007rkurth@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
<https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification> 
       
CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear EMNRD of NM,
   (c/o Sheila Apodaca)

  Please accept my comments for the public record regarding new bonding and cleanup, require requirements for
mining and oil operations on public lands.

Please update and create stronger requirements for cleanup. Companies should not leave a mess. Energy and mineral
extraction is important yet often the mess and waste left behind is not part of their responsibility. Please ensure
public lands are properly protected.
  Thank you  
 
Robinson Kurth
132 Arroyo Hondo Trail, SF, NM

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: jnr200396@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Roger Southward
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 7:01:35 PM

[You don't often get email from jnr200396@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Roger Southward
165 Camino Barranca  Placitas, NM 87043-9335
jnr200396@yahoo.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: skutarnia@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of SANDRA KUTARNIA
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 11:02:27 AM

[You don't often get email from skutarnia@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
SANDRA KUTARNIA
7617 Hendrix Rd NE  Albuquerque, NM 87110-1553
skutarnia@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: seancoffman5@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Sean Coffman
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 9:12:56 AM

[You don't often get email from seancoffman5@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Sean Coffman
3308 4th St NW  Albuquerque, NM 87107-1324
seancoffman5@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Shirley Mee
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:11:22 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Shirley Mee
7523 N Piedras Drive, Hobbs NM 88242
Hobbs, NM 88242-9011
shirleymee@ymail.com
575-441-4840

mailto:shirleymee@ymail.com
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From: staceyaward@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Stacey A. Ward
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 10:12:58 AM

[You don't often get email from staceyaward@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Stacey A. Ward
12 Bravo Rd  Los Lunas, NM 87031-7949
staceyaward@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
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From: Stacie Slay
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hold Oil & Gas Responcible for the Pollution they Create
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 11:33:55 AM

        You don't often get email from stacie_slay@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
<https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification> 
       
CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.
My name is Mrs. Stacie Slay and I live in San Juan County New Mexico, surrounded by Oil and Gas Wells.
Here in New Mexico, we have held oil and gas corporations accountable for their pollution before, and we can do it
again. State Land Commissioner Stephanie Garcia Richard’s Accountability and Enforcement Program has held oil
corporations accountable for cleaning up over 681 wells, saving at least $68 million in public funds. We can join
together again to demand that regulators enforce existing rules and create new ones that protect our air and water
and ensure oil and gas corporations clean up their mess

Thank you,

Mrs. Stacie Slay

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Susan Cosner
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:25:25 AM

        You don't often get email from team@speak4.co. Learn why this is important <https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification> 
       
CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies, we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the tools and funds it already
has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Susan Cosner
2401 Municipal Drive
Farmington, NM 87401-3941
Eaglesariesc@gmail.com
970-769-2999

 <http://url6200.speak4.co/wf/open?upn=u001.N2scZ-
2Fyn4svAklDgHuWYhn8lwZZA10DnmMhuS1vH6RfxhVcGeXikTvsFnAIrrBCBvEWfh5MGGfVv9Y1Cjjd3zqDO6rW3LFuxilVxXjiRfOIKZrDNGuQ3slSa1833CtoW9G1Zo3irbDZGZaipzNKorWJMzm8O9Q-
2BUSSl-2ByjicRdjpBz-2FRXT-2FxWZymFFCXtfLO8MXIg3KeTQ4YO5GworDsxMpmv3vEKIu-2BJi0uSKN2qWw-3D>

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
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From: speirce@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Susan Peirce
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 11:37:24 AM

[You don't often get email from speirce@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Susan Peirce
18 Paseo De Aguila  Santa Fe, NM 87506-7955
speirce@prodigy.net

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: squeen1209@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Susan Queen
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 11:41:16 AM

[You don't often get email from squeen1209@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Susan Queen
1036 Princeton Dr NE  Albuquerque, NM 87106-2629
squeen1209@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: stamatov22@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Suzanne Stamatov
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 9:09:30 AM

[You don't often get email from stamatov22@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Suzanne Stamatov
24 Bosque Azul  Santa Fe, NM 87507-9431
stamatov22@gmail.com

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
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From: tomstewart@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Thomas Stewart
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 10:33:40 AM

[You don't often get email from tomstewart@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Thomas Stewart
3316 Cagua Dr NE  Albuquerque, NM 87110-2024
tomstewart@swcp.com
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From: valkropf@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Valerie Kropf
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2025 2:14:33 AM

[You don't often get email from valkropf@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Valerie Kropf
3628 Mary Ellen St NE  Albuquerque, NM 87111-4804
valkropf@yahoo.com
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From: aussiedogweb@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Vernon Batty
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2025 8:46:46 AM

[You don't often get email from aussiedogweb@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Vernon Batty
PO Box 1299  Mesilla Park, NM 88047-1299
aussiedogweb@gmail.com
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From: Yvonn Matthews
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
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CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
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Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Yvonn Matthews
2951 la plata highway# C
Farmington, NM 87401-1861
yvonnematthews14@gmail.com
808-620-2002
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Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Zella Bray
920 Riverview Dr SE Apt 302  Rio Rancho, NM 87124-0911
zella.bray@gmail.com
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