e e e

g
3
~
i

Fpphea




BEFORE THE
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

STATE OF NEW MEXICO

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING
Case No. 328

November 20, 1951
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BEFORE THE
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

In Re:

In the Matter of a case concerned - )
with the Al Parker State No. 1 well, )
NW SE 15-238-3E, Dona Ana County, to )
determine why it should not be ordered)
abandoned and plugged.
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TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING

November 20, 1951

ADA DEARNLEY, COURT REPOKTER




CHAIRMAN SPURRIER: This is Case 322, Mr. Kellahin,
will you read the notice of publication? (Mr. Kellahin
reads the notice of publication.)

MR. KELLAHIN: I will call Mr. Justin Newman.

Justin Newman, having VBeen first duly sworn, testified

as follows, .

DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Kellahin.,

Q State your name for the record, please.

A Justin Newman, Oil and Gas Inspector for District
Two, including Dona Ana County.

Q In your capacity as 0il and Gas Inspector, have you
made an inspectioh of the well involved in Case 328°?

A~ Yes, I visited the well on October 8th,

Q Did you find that well at that time to have been

plugged?

A That well was not plugged.

Q Woﬁld you state the conditions that you found at the
time of your visit?

A »Thé well was capped with a cement cap and the pits f
were not filled, and there was junk scattered over two ‘
acres, including cables to the storage tanks. There was a
water well there which was drilled to obtain water for the
drilling operation and that well was not plugged either,

Q@ You say that well was not plugged either,

A It was not plugged either,
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Q Were there fences around the pits?
A" No, there were not.
Q There is water supply there that is in need of

nrotection? : —

A There is é water supply there that is definiiely in

need of protection. There is a fairly prolifié water

supply.

H
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Q What is your recommendation as to-what should be done?|

A T would recommend that the well be plugged immediately|

Q Have you in connection with this case, you found that
this well is located inside the White Sands Proving Grounds
area?

A That is right. It is inside the White Sands Proving
Vdround area,

Q Did you contact the officials of theVWhite Sands
Proving Ground?

A Yes, I contacted General Eddy there, and he author-
ized, he said that any time the well was authorized plugged
that they could let the necessary men and equipment in to
this particular well site to plug it.

(Marked Exhibit Number One, Case 328,)

Q@ I hand you a letter marked Commission's Exhibit
Number One. | '

A This is a letter from the Intelligence and Security
Division of White Sands Proving Ground written by Major

R. M., Clark, in which he says permission has been granted
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by the Commanding General for a drilling crew to operate
on White Sands Reservation for a period of time necessary
to complete the plugging of the oil well, Mr. Kellahin,
I would like to enter that letter in the record.,

CHAIRMAN SPURRIER: It will be admitted,

Q Is there anything you care to add, Mr. Newman.

A 1 should like to add that I visited Mr. Parker in

El Paso on October 9th and several extenvating circumstances

caused him not to plug the well any sooner, I would think
that the~Commission wouldn't have any prejudice against Mr,
Parker for not, plugging the well any sooner,

Q Because of the difficulty of it being within the
Proving Grounds area?

A Yes,

Q That is all. Are there any questions of Mr. Newman?

Mr. Guthman: I would like to make a statement for the
record, a

CHAIRMAN SPURRIER: Mr. Guthman,

MR. GUTHMAN: On April 3, 1945 the United States
Government filed a petition in condemnation 834, United
States Digtrict Court for District of New Mexico, seeking

to condemn the land involved in the hearing for the term.

" On October 16, 1946 the govermment filed a petition in con-

demnation iﬁ the United States District Court for the Dis-~
trict of New Mexico, the same being Cause Number 1149,

whereby they sought to condemn the land involved in this
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hearing in fee, That case was finally determined and the
United States now has fee simple title to the land. A bill
was introduced in theFSlst Congress, seeking to confer
Jurisdiction upon the United States District Court for the
District of New Mexico whereby Al Parker could sue the
United States Government under the Federal Caxt Claims Act
for damages sustained by him for the wrongful actiopvof
military personnel. That bill did not pass the 8lst Con-
gress and a new bill was introduced in the 82nd Congress.
The bill in the 82nd Congress passed and was approved by
the President on May 18, 1951, conferring jurisdiction upon
the United States District Court for the District of New
Mexico whereby Mr, Al Parker could bring a suit under the
Federal Court Claims and for damages sustained by him for
wrongful action of the military personnel, With regard to
the water well located in'this area, the same is sold to
Mr, J. W. Cox of Las Cruces, New Mexico, by Al Parker and.
in view of the étatement herein made we are of the opinion
that the United States Army should be responsible for
plugging it or both of these wells,

MR. WHITE: Is it your position then that Mr, Parker
will not plug either well?

MR. GUTHMAN: No, it is not our positioh he will not

plug it. It is our position that he should not be respon-

sible, but if he is ordered by the Commission he will comply
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with the order,

MR, KELLAHIN: I ‘would like to inquire if the bonding

‘company is representad,

MR. GUTHMAN: So far as I know they are not,
MR. KELLAHIN ' That is all thank you.

CHAIRNAN SPURRIFR No further questldns or comment?

The case w111 be taken under adv1sement.‘ We w111 proceed

oG oy
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 STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
COUNTY OF BERNALILLO% >

_ I HEREBY CERTIFY that the forégoing and attached
Transcript of Proceedings in Case No. 328, before the 0il
Conservation Commission, taken on November 20, 1951, is a
true and correct record of the same to the best of my
knowledge, skill and ability,

DATED at Albuduerque, New Mexico :?%}Lyfaﬁi4<Ln- R

. 7
1951.
,,/- | 7 Y
/ Q/@JL&MM@&/ -
REPORTER 7
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BEFORE THE O, CONSERVATION COMMISSION
i OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

| IN THE MATTER OF THE HEARING

CALLED BY THE OIL CONSERVATION
COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF NEW

MEXICO FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING:

-

CASE NO, 323

\ . : ORDER NO. R-126

COMMISSION OF NEW MEXICO, UPON ITS OWN
MOTION, FOR AN ORDER DIRECTED TO AL PARKER
AND THE MARYLAND CASUALTY COMPANY, DECLAR -
ING THE AL PARKER STATE NO, 1 WELL, Nw/4 SE/4
SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP 235., RANGE 5E., NMPM,
DONA ANA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, ABANDONED,

AND ORDERING IT PLUGGED,

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

BY THE CO_MMISSION:

This cause came on for hearing at 10 a, m. November 20, 1951, at
Santa Fe, New Mexico, hefore the Qil Conservation Commission of New
Mexico, hereinafter referred to as the "Commission," all members being
present,

NOW, on this 3 day of January, 1952, the Commission, a quorum being
present, having considered the testimony adduced and the exhbits recelved
at said hearing, and being fully advised in the premises,

FINDS: (1) That due notice having been given by publication and by
registered mail, and Al Parker having appeared personally and by counsel,
the Commission has jurisdiction of this cause, and the persons and subject
matter thereof.

(2) That inspection of the location of the Al Parker State No. 1
well, NW/4 SE/4 Section 15, Township 23 South, Range 5 East, NMPM, Dona
Ana County, New Mexico, by a representative of the Commission discloses
that the well bore, as of October 1, 1951, has not been plugged, nor had said
well been plugged at the date of this hearing; that the premises and pits show
long abandonment; and for the prevention of underground waste, pollution of
potable water, and location cleanup, the well bore should be plugged as re-
quired by the Rules and Regulations of the Commission,

(3) That while said well bore is located within the boundaries
of a government reservation, into which entrance is restricted, permission
of government authorities will be granted to any interested person to enter
said reservation and remain for such time as is necessary to plug said well
| in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of the Commission.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

(1} That Al Parker, Maryland Casualty Company, c/o Charles
F. O'Hara, Anthony, New Mexico, resident agent, and all persons claiming
any right, title or interest in or to that tertain well bore located upon NwW/4
SE/4 Section 15, Township 23 South, Range 5 East, NMPM, Dona Ana County,
New Mexico, are hereby declared to be in default in complying with the Rules




|
{ Case No. 328

{ Order No., R-1¢b
|

i and Regulations of this Commission governing abandonment and plugging of
! abandoned wells,

(2) That said well bore upen NW/4 SE/4 Section 15, Township 23 South,
Range 5 East, NMPM, Dona Ana County, New Mexico, is hereby’declared
abandoned and ordered plugged in accordance with the Rules and Kegulations
of the Commission, provided, however, that Al Parker, or any person claim-
ing any right, title or interest in or to said well bore may have thirty (30)
days from the date of this order within which to retrieve recoverable material
from said well bore, if any there be, casing excepted and to properly plug
said well bore’ in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of this Commissio:
and to clean up the premises; failure hereunder within the time specified hered
in shall require the calling upon the surety company, Maryland Casualty
Company of Maryland, c/o Charles F. O.'Hara, Anthony, New Mexico,
resident agent, to, at its own expense, immediately plug-said well bore in
compliance with the Rules and Regulations of this Commission,

DONE at Santa Fe, New Mexico, the day and year hereinabove written.

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

& pe el

EDWIN L, MECHEM, Chairman

R. R. SP IER, Secretary

SEAL
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OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871
SANTA FE, NEW MEXJCO

' 4o in oiroulnticn of sooccpanying order, 30-Gay
moio mmmnmd as being offective from date of recoipd
of this letter i.,0,, the Commission vill attempt no wt

until gfiarp March 1, 1952,

o 2 R A AN e BT i 5 A A

¥y, AL Parkor
1717 Horth Stanton
El Paso, Texas

Dear Mr, Pavkers 10 (age Jio, 328,

Wo enoloss sn offieinl copy of 01) Consorvation Oxdexr Pel26 18~
sued 4n relation to the captionad Gape lo. 328, which vas con~ o
cerndd with the plugetng of your Al Parker State Mo, 1 well.
NW 88 Seation 15, Township 23 South, Range 3 Easb, NMPM, Dom

Ana Gounty, Mew Jbxico. ,

You vill note that date of this oxder is Jamuary 8, 1952, and
that the 30-day 15mdt glvan you for plugging and for the re~
trisving of any resovorable materinl oxdends from aeid date.

Will you ploase adrise the Commlesion as %o your plans for
plugeing? It is customary for a tepresontative of the Com-
miasion olthor %o witness the plugging of a wll, or to make
thoxough inspeotion as soon as the plugging has been completed
in oxder that wo may be assuxud that Wha opsryator has complied
vith resulations of this OCwavssion. Approval of the field in-
gpactor muab bo shown to pordt aocceptance of Shw C«103 form
£1l04 degsoribing plugging precadares.

YIA BEQISEIED I8 1k,

ocs lHaryland Canualty Oo,
Attantions }or. Victor Robinsom
716 €1 Paso National Dsnk Bldg.
ki Pago, Texns

Maryland Gasualty Go., 9/0 Chas, OHare
Anthony, N, M, |




MARYLAND CASUALTY COMPANY C

BYEWARY MoDDNALD, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

WILLIAM T HARPER, PRcainEnT d(,q,n/é’,la’ Op

C. W. L. STEEN. JR.. MaNAcER ) . Y
306 EL PASO NAT'L BANK BLOG,. EL PASO., YEXAS

EL PASO CLAIM DIVISION

February 26, 1952

REGISTERED JAIL - NRTURN REOEIPT REQUESTED oy QO
: " “Q»CD“! :\ “(\.‘-; \-" v‘-"i"(“%:'
3355449 Gont, on. e e )
T=32 Bond - Lo A
State of Now Mexigo . 07 1552 \
AL Parkes o FEB 2 B
. ’ Vi Ceoad ‘—l \J
Mre Al Parler N

3

1717 dorth Stanton Street
¥l Pasv, Taxas

Daar Sirs

You have haretofore received by registered mail letter from the Wew Mexico Oil Cone
ssrvation Commission of 1-9-52 with which was enologed an offisial qopy of the 041
Conservation Order Noe R=126 1gsued in comootion W th their case No, 328 an respsots
plugging of your Al Parker State No. 1 Well, NW SE Seotion 15, Township 23 South,
Rang: S Egst, NiA{, Dona Ane Goumty, New Hoxioo, and declaring such site to be aban-
doned,. -

The order of the Commission instructs that thia site ba plugged and oleansd up in ao~
oordance with direotions and established proosdure of the 01l Conservation Qommisst on,
following which the less¢ will be terminated and your liabilityy and our liability as
surety, will bs teminsted, The thirty day term following issuance of the Commission
order will expive gs of March 1, 1952,

Following publication of the above doasoribed order of the 0Ll Conservation Commiseion,
ouwr representatives have made numercus atiempts to contast you personslly without re=
sults, Further, we have, under date of 2«13«52, written you by registered mail, re-
q epting that you oontact us, which letter, although reseived, has been ignored. Pure
ther, we have communiocated with your attorney, Nr. H, L, HoCune, Jr,, sho adviges that
he has not been able to talk to you oither and that so far as he knows yowr failure o
take eny astion upon the Commission order ia based upon & plaa that the United States
Arwy :111 not let you on the regervation to conduat plugging operations of the well in
quastion, '

Wo are informed definitely, ass 1s indicated by the Comnission order, thet the govern-
nmental authorities w1l pormit authorifed pereons to enter the military reservation for
the purposs of oarrying ouy the GCommission oxder and we are consaquently at a complete
loss to understand your plea that this 1s tho only thing holding uwp your carrying out
of the order, ' ‘
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February 26, 1952

Very truly yours,

Os We Ls Sf.een, 1 LY
Ham por

CHLS/gw '
Diotateds 2-26e52

¢3¢ MNre He Le NcOune, Jr,, Attorney
El Pgao National Bank Building
Rl raso, Toxas -

0at 011 Conservetden Commission
State of New Hextoo
Box 871 o
Santa Fa, How Mexico
- Res 000 0ase No. 328

(TR ji‘OIa!a Divigion « Surety Department
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MARYLAND CASUALTY COMPANY

BTEWART MCDDNALD, CHAtRMAN OF THE BDARD

WILLIAM T. HARPER, PRENIDENT L\}_U ,\{/ 1”» e C/ 105

PPN 3 NESppEpeREr S S LR

EL. PASO CLAIM DIVISION

C. W. L. STEEN, JR.. MANAGER
710-12 EL PASO NAT'L BANK BLDG.. EL PASO. TEXAS

| ' ’ March L, 1952

235-49 Cont,

47-82 Bond
State of New Mexico
Al Parker
10t
Mr. R. R. Spurrier : o rm;q\?a‘.—“\g“ ,03"',“}\:0
Seoretary-Dirsctor M P \“L r\\
0il cConservation Commission e T 1Bt \\
State of New Mexico - : P ) |
Santa Fe, New Mexico ' wAR G YT \\J
, ‘ A
. . A ',"_;3
Res OCC Case No. 328/ W e o Y

Dear Mr., Spurrier:

Yesterday I had a telephome call from Mr. Al Parker, in which he advised that during
the latter part-of last wesk he complied with the order of the 0il Conservation Com-
mission dated January 8, 1952 and I am told that the plugging is now completed in ac~-
cordance with your field representativets instructions. I am assured tha't forms Nos.
'€=102.and C~103 have been prepared and filed with you and that form C=103 is in process
of preparation and will reach you this week,

Will you please do me the favor of confimming the correctness of the information given
by Mre Parker and if the matter has been attended to preperly so far as your department
is concerned the favor will be appreciated if you will facilitate the letter releasing
the surety upon filing an approval of form C-~103,

Thanking you for your cooperatione

DWLS/ gw
Dictated: 3~4=52
ces Claim Division = Surety Departmemt
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OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871 _

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Mareh 13, 1952

Mp. AL Fayker
1717 North Stanton
El Paso, Texas

Deay Mpr, Parker: e 3 Co

The 011 Conservation Commisalon has veceived Form C-103 dated
Maroh 3, 1932, Qalineating manner in vhich your Paxier-State
as requested by the Comdesiom in i%s Order R=126.

Mr, L. A. Hamaon, ofl ond gas inspestor, District 2, has ohsoked
the losation end approved the plugging as being in conformity
vith Gomzlasion requivemsnts, IV is therefore in order for

the Commiuaion to approve release of the folloving plugging bonds

Al Paxiey, £5,000.00 one~well bond)
RW &8 15-238-%3; Maryland Casualty Co.

The bond mey be ocnsidored eligible for eandcellation, then, as of

‘Mexech 3, 1932. 4 oopy of this letter in bolug sent to

Oasualty Oompany, vhioh ws also named in the onder, in oxder that
the oompany may be apprised of tho fast that you have complied
vith torms of the oxder, and that Case 328 5o being olosod.

Vory truly yours,

R. R. Spuwrrier
, Seoretary - Direotor
RRS1n® '

oas lMr, C, W, L, 8teon, Jr,

Maryland Casualty O '
710 El Pago "&Mﬂw mm msc
BL PASO, TEXAS
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OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO .

April 17, 1952

Mre Co We Lo Steen, J!'n‘
Maryland Casualty Company
710 El Paso National Bank Bldg.

_EL PASO, TEXAS O

Dear Sirs REs occ@a 328\Parknrbond

We refer to your letter ot April 11., 1952, and advise that the
March 13 letter to the principal, Mr. Al Parker, was the Commis-
sion's termination of its records on the above captioned cave
and on the bond as well, inasmuch as Mre. Parkex pluggod the well
in question.

Ho more formal termination will be issued, and you may consider
your oopy of that letter as your omn verification of the termi-
nation,.

Vary truly yours,

Rs Re Spurrier
8soretary - Director
RR3tnx

RS Y
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MARYLAND CASUALTY COMPANY

EL PASO CLAIM DIVISION

C. W. L. STEEN. JR.. MANAGER

BTEWART McDONALO, CHAIRMAN OF YHE BOARD
WILLIAM T. HARPER, PRERICENT

710.12 EL PASO NAT'L BANK BLOG..-EL PASO. TEXAS

April 1k, 1952 -

;7-82 Bond

235-19 Cont.

State of New Mexico
Al Parker

lir. R. H. Spurrier, Secretary-birector

0il Conservation Commission

State of New Mexico

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Re: OCC Case Yo, 328

Dear Mre Spurrier:

I received my carbon copy of your Harch 13 letter to llir. AL Parker in which, closing
paragraph, you stated that our bond may now be considered 2ligible for cancellation

as of March 3.

To this writing, I have not received formal notifieation from your office that the
bond is terminated as of the date mentioned and I do not know that it is your intent

to issue such a formal notice.

If it is not and your le’ter of Mzrch 13 can be taken

to be the Commission's release of the principal and the surety on the bond in question,
then if you will do me the favor of so advising we will be able to close out our re-
cords on this case. '

A ﬁ traly
G ~,1‘r.

* Mama ger

CLs/ g '

Pictated: L4-13-52 0L CONSERVATION COMMISSION

cc: Claim Division - Surety Dopartment ﬁf7§“ﬁA1}.{wmfurmco, f
fris o '
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INTER-OFFICE TRANSMITTAL SLIP
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New Mexico
: OIL CONSERYATION COMMISSION

GOVERNOR EDWIN L.MECHEM
CHAIAMAN

LAND COMMISSIONER GUY SHEPARD
NEKBER

STATEZ GEOLOGIST R. R. SPURRIER '
SECAETARY ANDOIRICTORN

ROOM 2035, BOOKER BUILDING

dqttesta, HNew Mextco

Nov. 13, 1951 @_6_,“ = &

¥r. Jason Kellahin, ,

0il Conservation Commission,
Box 871,

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Kellahin:

In regard to the héaring Nov. 20th, — (-/q?’@

will you please have the letter, whioh Major Clark of

the White Sands Proving Ground wrote to me, at the G *é/j

hearing. I have g copy of this letter in my files, tut
we should present the original to the Commission,

truly yours,

R A S B T s e o

JPN/1p

RERYATION ORI :
s\‘ F{c , WEW L J:»g

{":"‘ ";' ;'_3 :"v !\‘ j‘fj..xi.l!xﬂj.!_i_{;}\ K\ ’
i s L
o NOV 15 B
;

\U

o M
“\3 L laip Vo Lebs
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO
OFFICE OF STATE GEOLOGIST

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

November 6, 1951

Hr, Juatin Nevman

011 Congervation OOmiuicm
205 Bookey Building
Artesia, Nev Moxico

Dear Justing

This ip just a remindex that the A) Parker case
is concerned with his State Well No, 1, NW 3B 1%-238-%,
has been set up for hearing November 20 as Oase No, 328,
This heering will determine vhy the well should not be
ordexed plugged and abandoned, and copies of the notice
of publication have been gent to Mr. Parker and to ux:g«
geaentaivaa of the surety company, the Maryland Casualty
onpanys

We will apprecianie it if vill be preparad to testify
in this camse, submitt, faots and obervations derived
from your inspection trips and contacts with the operator.
liwﬂlbeeladtogomrthin cage vith you befove the

Sincerely,

Jason Kellahin, Attorney
JKin®
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INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY DIVISION
WHITE SANDS PROVING GROUND ‘b?7~q
Las Cruces, New Mexico Oy v 79
. ’ /_—CQ, 5/
- - J"I s,
ORDBS-INT 480 4 | | Cctober 23, iﬁ%%O o

New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission
Room 205, Booker Bldg
Artesia, New Mexico

Attention: Mr Justin Newman
0i1 & Gas Inspector

Gentlemen:

Your letter of October 15, 1951, addressed to the Commanding
General, White Sands Proving Ground, has been referred to this office.

Permission has been granted by the Commanding General for a
drilling crew to operate on the White Sands Reservation for a period of
time necessary to compleie the plugging of the oil well.

Please notify this office as to the date of arrivsl of the
drilling crew.

R. H. CLARK
Major, MPC
Intelligence & Security Officer

-y
@w@iﬂf
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OOVERNOR EOWIN L. MECHEM

New Mexico
_ OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

CHAIRKAN

LAND COMMISSIONER GUY SHEPARD
MEMAER

STATE GEOLOGIST R. R. SPURRIER
SECRETARY ANDDIREZCTON

ROOM 2085, BOOKER BUILDING

" Htesta, New Mexico T
Oot, 26, 1951

Mr. Jason Kellahin,

011 Conservation Commission,
Box 871,

Santa Fe, New Mexioo

Dear Mr. Kellahin:

I am enolosing a letter I received
from Major Clark this morning.

. ... This is in.regzard to the Al Parker
well 1n Seotion 15-23S-5E,, Dona Ana County.

Justin Newman

R
\(""‘\[F“r“ M HMSS‘O
on 5::“ - v RERICO.

\11J§JD 52
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO
OFFICE OF STATE GEOLOGIST

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Ootober 26, 1951

Mr, Vistor Robinson :

El Pago Olaim Division

MARYLAND OASUALTY GOMPANY :
0 E1l Maso Rational Bank Bldg.
B} Paso, Texns

Dear 8irs B

d

Reference is made to your letter of Ootober 16, 1951, on
the above=captioned losation,

Our oil end gas inspector ab Ardesia, i, Justin Nowwmen,
has dnapeotod the location, and Y quote divectly from his
report of Ootoder 15

"n a recend £1s1d trip, I went to the AL
Parkeor wll in Seotion 15-238-58, Dona Ana
Comty. This well has not bean plugged. There
are two Junked 500 barrel tenks, & watew well
vhich has not been » and a gresat deal of
Junk around the well,

"I went on to Bl Pano t0 visit Mr, Parey and
his sttomey, Mr, H, L, MeCuw Yi. Mp, Paxker
‘8814 ho doos not intend to piug the well. s paid
that the President had aigned a bill, passed by
the 82nd Gongress, to give him about §62,000,00
for the wll and aoreage. Whan Judge Hatoh o
the bill, he ots to bo padd, but he etild
not intend to plug the well,®

Thia 10 quoted for your informabion and oonsideration.

$5,000,00
AL YAA0

N

t Al Phr one~well bonds

r

Vory tvuly yours,
JKwmp » Japon Kallahin, Attomey

acy My, 'Jwtm Howman
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OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION ,
0IL CONSERVAYION COMMISSIGN
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i 0CT 17 1951 ﬂ

it

GOVERNOR EDWIN L.MECHEM
CHAIRRAN

LAND COMMISSIONER GUY SHEPARD
MEMBER

STATE GEOLOGIST R. R. SPURRIER
BECRETARY AND DIRECTOR

ROOM 205, BOOKER BUILOING hl..; &5 Ay U lb
. dhmta, New dl/lzx‘ico
(J' Oot. 15, 1951
?.F’} ¢
/ \‘y , .
V} \ @ Mr. Jason Kellahin,, Att'y.,
0i1 Congervation Commission,

Box 871, ]
Santa Fe, New Mexioo

Dear Mr. Kellahin;

On a recent field trip, I went to the
Al Parker well in Seotion 15-23S-5E., Dona Ana, County.
This well has not been plugged. There are two junked 500
barrel tanks, a water well which has not been plugged and
a great deal of junk around the well,

I went on to El Paso to visit Mr. Parker
and his attorney, Mr. H., L. MoCune, II. Mr. Parker said
he does not intend to plug the well. He said that the
President had signed a bill, passed by the 82nd Congress,
o give him about $62,000. 00 for_the well and aoreage. Yhen
Judge Hatoh signs the bill, he expeots to be paid, but he
still does not intend to plug the well.,

If we had & hearing on thls within the
next 4O days, I should think he might plug it., I feel sure ;
that if we dirested the bonding company to plug it he would !
do it rather than loose his credit rating.

Yr. Parker's address is 1717 N. Stanton,
El Paso, Texas. ,

Very taruly yours,

Q1L CONSERVATION COMMISSION

JPN/1p.
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MARYLAN D CASUALTY BDMPANY

SETEWART McDONALD, BMAIRHAN OF THE BOARD
WILLIAM T. HARPER, PRESIDENT

EL PASO CLAIM DIVISION

C. W. L. STEEN. JR.. MANAGER
71012 EL PASO NAT'L BANK BLDG.. EL PASO. TEXAS October 16, 1951

47-82 Bond
State of New Mexico
Al Parkar

Mr. Jason Kellahin, Attorney

New Mexico 01l Conservation Commission
P. O, Box 871

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Kellahin:

This is with reference to your letter of September 27 addressed to Mr. Samuel Smith,
Adjuster, who has recently left our employ, and which relates to the well located
N¥W SE 15-23S-5E.

Yo should &ppreciate your advices as to whether the well has yet been inspected by
Mr. Justin Newman, of Artesia, and if so it will be much aporeciated if you will be
good enough to furnish us with a copy of Mr., Newman's report thereon.

Thanking you for your cooperation.
on Con (‘Fvvvq”r LY n;p’nsqloﬂ
SALITA Fr, 1{\7 X Very truly yours,

F::;H"’f,xér ”}"'j’: 7‘ -
{ . -
{r‘ 0CT 18 195; ‘/JW
rs ,—n—éﬁ—'
“L-JQ:J Lod Y L__—;,l_;

Victor Robinson,

VR/gw Supervisor
Dictated: 10-16-51

‘?Ij

]
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JASONg

HERE R IS THE AL PARKER FIIE, IN CASE YOU NEED IT FOR CURRENT
DEVELOPMENTS 000 ee
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0OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Septembesr 27, 1951

Mr, Samwl Smith, Adjuster
Maryland Casualdy Coumpany

El Paso Olain Diviasion

710 E1 Paso National Bank Building

- B) PIBO, Texas

REI Al Pﬂmr, 35.000.00 m'm b“ld’

Deaxr My, Smiths

In anewe® to your letter of September 17, wa would 1ike to call
your attention to the faot that the wll voferred to 41 the en-
olosed nevapapor article is losated 28 miles southeasth of the
woll in question, According to our recoxds, the Al Paricey woll
caovered by your bond has not bsen plugged. We ave having ous
o4l and gan inapeator, Mr, Justin of Artesin, maks a
gr&hogolwukmﬂawn to determine 1f 4t has mfaotboou
uggeds

momrtosemanlomeuthubm it vill be necessary
for i, Parker to £ile a ?om 0103 (u«n Record), & Form 0=102
(Notdoe of Intention to Flug), and a 0103 (Report on Result of

Plugging of Well) with our Artesis office, Unbil thie has bsen
dons end the wll plugged to the patisfaction of our inspsectop,
thu bond cannot bo relsased,

Yours very truly,

Jason Kellahin, Attornoy




MARYLAN D CAS UAL.TY Com PANY

BTEWARTY McDOMALD, OHAIRMAN OF YTHE ROARD
WILLIAM T. HARPER, Pllllotnt

EL PASO CLAIM DIVISION

C. W. L. STEEN. JR.. MANAGER
710:.12 EL PASO NAT'L BANK BLOG.. EL, PASO. TEXAS

September 17, 1951

Ur., Jason Kellahin, Attorney

Newr Nexico 0il Conservation Commission
P. O. Box 8?1

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Re: Al Parker, 85,000.00 one-well bond; Wi SE
15-235-5E; Maryland Casualty Co.; approved 4-18-4LY

Dear Sir:
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of September 12, for which we thank you.
Although it may not have been brought’to the attention of the Comnission, the well in

question has been plugged for several years. I hope that this letter will constitute
notice to the Commission and that if anything can be done by this writer to effectuate

our release on this bond, you will notify me.

In order for you to have a clear picture of the various facts surrounding tﬁis well,
a copy of an article which apneared in the E1l Paso Times about June of 1950 is en-
closed and a copy of the lstter which we received from the uorps of FEngineers, U. S.
Army.

Very truly yours,

vSanuel Smith,
Ad juster

SS/gw
Dictated: 9-17-51
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OIL PRODUCTION BLOOKED BY ARMY, DRILLER CHARCES
By Dale Cockerill -

Al Parker, ¥l Paso oil and water well drillar, charged Honday that the Army vas block=-
ing production of nil in the Newman area.

Parker, owner of-the Mesialla Valley Drilling Co., 1717 North Stanton Strect, said that
after completing a well in the Newman area, he had been forced out by Fort Bliss
authorities who filed condemnation proccedings to acquire the land as a firing range
addition. The action was filed with -U. S. District Judge Carl :atch in Albuquerque,

N. M. ‘

The well was spudded in on June 20, 1949, on Section 23, Township 25 South, Range 8
¥3st, in Otero County, New Hexico, about 35 miles northwest of El Paso.

"All the time we were drilling the well the Army didn't say a word, alt ough they were
out there every day," Parker said, "But shortly after a lLane Radioactivity Log taken
on Sept, 13 gave a favorable report on the well, the Fort Bliss provost marshal forced
my crew out on the grounds the land was condemned for a firing range."

Parker said that on Sept. 27 he received parmission from Major Gen., John L. Homer,
commanding -general of Fort Bliss, to obtain passes for his men so the well, located on
thevsouthwest quarter of the section, could be completed.

The permxssion, boxever, was rescinded two days later by General Homeg, Parker said

nature" in the area. General Homer said that 311 drll ing operations were "qubgects

“for determination“ by an order from the court of Judge Hatch,

Parker sa1d his attorney, H. L. McCune, Jr., had such a ‘equest for determlnation
pending in the Now Hexico Court,

El Psso driller said production was indicated after he was granted 15 days by Judge
Hatch on April 3 to complete the well,

HIGH GRAVITY OIL

"T knew I could tell whether or not it would bhe a possible field in that time,"
Parker.,said, "On the 18th of April, when the Army ran us off again, we had our bailer
hanging up with oil dripping off it."

Fort Bliss 8uthor1ties Monday night had no comment to make when questioned regarding
Parker's charges.

Samnles of 51l taken from the well indicated a high eravity oil - testlng up to 38
per cent - with high gasoline content, according to parker.

Depth of the well, which now is plugged, is 676 feet, Pennsylvania lime was encounter-
ed at 470 feet, Parker said, showing good proosity from L90 to 6990 faet with a variation
of 10 to 20 rer cent oil saturation. The oil man said thore was practically 95 feet

of pay strata.

"A shallow well such as this is atiractive because even a 20-barrel well will pay for
itself in a year due to the low cost of drilling. The State Lard Commission of New

~ Hexico will alYow L2 barrels pnr day to be extractsd in a well of this depth,n Parker

saiaq.




Parker estimated that about 200 Fl Pasoans hold leases in the WHewman area, totaling
some 30,000 acres. Others interested in the Parker well, knovn as the Page A-1,
and Othér /;ea SBS 'ﬁh(‘!] lﬂe Tom ;J_ayg'w'elri’. :E.!!‘";"": "'7!3!‘.}". Chti:tieandny .—'I;EG;;'] ”algi’é(‘i‘ i e R
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CORPS OF ENCINEER3, U. 8, 4RMY
O=FICE OF THE DISTRICT ENAINGHER
ALBUQUERQUE DISTRICT
P 0 Box ABAR e e
Albuquerque, Hew Kexico

Refer to File No. SWXRE 1l February 1951

Subject: Fort Bliss AA Range No, 1, Y. M., Civil Actions 33L and 1149, 0il and

To:

GCas Interests, State Ownéd Land
Yaryland Gasualty'COmpany '
710~-12 E1 Paso Nat'l Bank Bldg.
-E1" paso, Texas

ATTENTION: Mr, victor Robinson, Supervisor

Gentlemen:

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated 10 February 1951, con-
cerning bond issued by your company to Mr, Al Parker, State Lessee on
lands within the Fort Bliss Antiaircraft Range No, 1 acquired in fee by

»the Governnent,

It would appear to this District that since the bond was not made

‘for the benefit of tho United 8tates, no action could lagally be taken to

accomplish the release thereof, and so a release should be obtained from
the officials of the State of New Mexico. This District will interpose
no objection to the release by the State.

FOR THE DISTRICT HNGINEER:

Sincerely yours,

H. K. SHADEL
Chief, Heal Estate Division




aiL CDNSERVAT!DN CaMMiIssiaN
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Septembor 12, 1951

Mr, Same) Smith, Adjuster
MARYLAND OASUALTY OCMPANY
M0 EL Paso National Bank Bldg,
El Pago, Texas

Dear 81rt RBs A)

a

Parke

rylas Co,1 approved 4sld

v, $5,000.00 ono~well bondy KW SE

In vegard to your inquiry of August 16, 1951, conoerning the oi)
wll plugging band for Mr, AL Parker of El Paso, we regret to
:;lnfomdym that our records do not show this weil to0 have been
pluggaa, ‘

In view of this fach, the bond cannot be canocelled, and undex
Now Maxioo law and rules of this Commlseion, Mr, Parkerts only
alternative 1a to either plug the well, subjeot to the Comrission's

- approval; o¥ continue paying the bond premiums.

VYery truly yours,

Jagon Kellahin, Attorney
JKiny




MARYLAND CASUALTY CDMPANY
STEWARYT MODONALD, CNAIRMAKR QF YHE BDARD 0“. CONSE‘\\‘\“OR C(\'"J w“s,u

WILLIAM T. HARPER, PRESIDENT aANTl\fF ;\c‘,\ FAEWIT \)} s
. r«nf:ua WA

EL PASO CLAIM DIVISION St
SR
C. W. L. STEEN. JR.. MANAGER -} AU(‘ ?ﬁ 10{‘ i “
710-12 EL PASO NAT'L BANK BLOG., EL PASO. TEXAS l\ <3 j‘l
\ . i
,. l s G i b \ L. :!1 )

August 16, 1951

47-82
State of New Mexico
Al Parker

State of New Mexico
Department of 0il and Gas
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Sir:

We are surety for an oil well bond for Mr. Al Parker, 1717 North Stanton Street,
El Paso, Texas. A% the time when the bond was executed, Mr. Parker's residence
‘was 410 South Willow, Pecos, Texas, :

The well which was drilled is located in the ¥hite Sands Proving Ground area and at
the present time is on land owned by the United States Government. ile are now in-
terested in securing the necessary papers for effecting our release on this bond.
This letter is written with the hope that some one in this department can send the
necessary papers to our office so we may have Mr, Parker execute them. Mr. Parker
has promised to execute the same,

ile have a 1etter from Corps of Englneers, u. S. Army, Office of the District
Engineer located at Albuquerque, New Mexico, stating that a release on this particu~-
lar bond from the State of New Mexico will not be objected to,

Véry truly yours,

Samuel Smith,
Adjuster

SS/gw
Dictated: 8-16-51

. B = RS ¢f
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CORPS OF ENGINEERS U. S. ARMY
OFFICE OF TilE DISTRICT ENGINEER - B
ALBUQUERQUE DISTRICT R I
) P. O, BOX 1538
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
SWKRE ’ ' N
' ~ 14 February 1951

REFER TO FILE NO.

Ve

"'Subject: Fort Bliss AA Range No, 1, N. M., Civil Actions 834 and 1149, 051
and Gas Interests, State Owned Land

" To: Commissioner of Publiec Landé
State of New Mexico
Santa Fe, New Mexico

7/‘,//4/!/16/

f _////f , Dear GCommissioners:
4 : There is inclosed copy of letter received from the Maryland Casualty
8 _Company concerning a bond issued by them on the application of Mr. Al Parker
u . in connection with the drilling of an oil well located in the NWJSE}
L of Section 15, Township 23 South, Range 5 East of the New Mexico Principal
2 ! Meridian, Dona Ana County, New Mexico. This area is in Civil Action 1149
- by which the United States acquired fee title,

In view of request contained in the lettor from the bonding company,

1t was considered advisable to communicate with you, with the informati 'n

Z that this District will interpose no objection to the release of the bond

by the State of New Mexico. This information is also being furnished the

&5 Maryland Casualty Company at El Paso, Texas, '
5 - - FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER: '

Sincerely yours,

: H. 'K, SHADEL
1 Inel o ‘ Chief, Real Estate Division
Cy ltr dtd 10 Feb 51

LN D Y Sl T




. Lands Diviaion, Upited:Sta! teg'

0 MARYLAND CASUALTY COMPANY

P Stevart kicDonald, Chairman of the Board
LY #illiam T, Harper, President

EL P£SO CLALEL DIVISION

C. #, L, STEEN, Jr., Hanager
710«)12 E1 Paso Nat'l Bank Bldg., E1 Paso, Texes

Februvary 10, 1951

4782 Bond _
State of Hew Mexi:o
Al Parker

Mr, Honry K. Smﬁlg Chief
Real Estate Division
Corps of Engincers
Department of the irmy

P, Os Box 1538 ,
Albuquerque, New Mo 160

Dear Mr, Shadels

Effeotive darch 17, 1944 we issusd bord No, 53160UsC for the sua of $5,000,00 to the
State of Rew Mexico on the application of M. Al Farker in connection with the drilling
of an oil well loceted in Northwest of Southeast quarter on section 15, township 23oD,
range 5<EHd, Dona ana Coxmty, New dexicoo

At some later dete, the United States Govornaent would not permit Hr. Parker to continue
cperations on this well and we beliave the well was never plugged, but that a cement

ocover wss placed over -it, Mr, Parker has not since baeen permitied to resume operations
arnd, 8s we have not been able to cbtain releese from our bond by the State of New Mexico .
who tell us that -thef ‘now, bave no jurirdiction aver thisproperty, we have continued to
oharge ¥r. Al Padkor for ‘the annual premiume on this bord., ' Kp, Parker refusss to pay

these preuiuu ,bauause be L' wot peraitisd to continuve ogsrationa on the well and we are
bound to ohm'gb theﬁ,g M\m Qfo hin Gntid ve are - abla o abtuin a Yalaase frod the bond, .

He- rcoanuy’ﬁote to Judg& iii%%m B, }iabinson, 89@0191 Assistant to the Attorney General, .
partoent of Justice, iAlbuguepgus, acking him to whom we .
should apply m ordegw obt.a}_ﬁ relegne from the United Stafer Governaent, “Judge Hobingon

- ragsntly informed.us that. ’t-hg ucqulring agenoy, which in this inetence is the Depsriment

of the irmy, aight be: -oblp’to advise us whather we onn obiain such relseso end acoordingly
he has furnished ue with your address, will ycu beé 80 good as. to edvito us on this matter?

- ¥e thank you in antioipation of your proupt edvices.

Very truly yoima,
/8/ Victor Robinson
Victor Robinson,

VR/gw  Supervisor
Dioctated: 2«10~51 ' : '




