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BEFOEE THE
NEW MEXICC 0I1 CONSEAVATION COMMISSICHN
June 27, 1956

IN THE MATTER OF:

CAcE 1092: Application of Amerada Petroleum Corporation
for an order approving a dual completion in
an undesignated La Ventana Gas Pool and the
South Blanco Pictured Cliffs Gas Pool in
Compliance with Rule 112 (a) of the New Mexico :
0il Conservation Commission Statewide Rules :
and Regulations. :

a0 49 4e s en e

Mr. Warren W. Mankin, Examiner.
PROCEZEDINGS

MR. MANKIN: First case on the docket today will be 1002,

MR. GURLEY: Case 1092, the application of Amerada Petroleum Cerporation
for an order approving a dual completion in an undesignated La Ventana Gas Pool and
the South Blanco Pictured Cliffs Gas Pool in compliance with Rule 112-A of the New
Mexicc 0il Conservation Commission Statewide Rules and Regulations.

R. S. CHRISTIE and J. W. SNIDER
cglled as witnesses, having been first duly sworn, testified as follows:
MR, CHRISTIE : My name is R, S, Christie,Petroleum Engineer for Amerada Petroleum
Corporation in Tulsa, Oklahoma. I have testified before this Commission a number of
times., Are my qualifications satisfactory?
A. Yes. (by Mr. Mankin)
MR, CHRIGTIE: The subject well that we propose to dually complete is the Amerada
Petroleum Corporation's Jicarilla Apache "A" #/ located 290 feet from the South Line
and 990 feet from the East Line, of Section 26, Township 25 North, Range 5 West,

Rio Arriba County, New Mexico, I hand you Exhibit Ne. 1, a plat showing the

location of the well and also the ofif'set wells in the area.




MR. MANKIN: Mgrk this Exhibit 1 in Case 1092.

MR. GURLEY: Right,

MR. CHRISTIE: The subject well has 5 1/2 casing set at 3930 feet and cemented with
350 sacks. The well has been dually perforated as follows: 5 1/2 casing perforated
in intervals from 3,057 feet to 3,070 f=zet, and from 3104 feet to 3113 feet in the
Pictured Cliffs Formation. The casing is also perforated from 3926 to 3946 feet in
what we call ILa Ventana Zone. There is a production packer set between the two zones
at 3900 feet., We propose to produce the La Ventana Gas through the tubing and the
Pictured Cliffs Gas through the casing-tubing annulus - I hand you now Exhibit 2
which is a diagrammatic sketch of the dual completion. Both zones have been tested
and the potentials have been reported to the Commission, on Form C-104. We have an
open flow test from the La Ventana which indicates an open flow potential of 1,122,000
which was taken by the El Faso Natural Gas Company. Do you -~ does the Commission
receive copies of these tests?

MH. MANKIN: Supposedly we do, I don't -~

MR, UTZ: I don't know whether we have received copies of that test or not but we
ordinarily receive them,

MR, CHRISTIE: This happens to be the only copy we have in our files in Tulsa and

we would be glad to furnish you a copy if you do not get one from the gas company

or A merada, may be that they are mailed from the Hobbs offize, I'm not sure.

MR, UTZ: I feel sure that the pipeline company would not send us a copy of this,
if it was sent, well you people would send it to us,

MANKTIN: Would that b~ possible that on your return to Tulsa, that you could
furnish us a copy?

MR, CHRICTIE: Yes, we will furnish you a copy.

MR, UTZ: Did you run an open flow on the Pictured Cliffs also?

MR. CHRISTIE: I'm not sure whether there has been one run or not, I'll have to check
on that and if we have we will send you a covy of that also,

MR. UTZ: A1l right.
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MR, CHRIGTIE: That is all the testimony I have in reference to this case.
MR. GUHRLEY: You wish to intreoduce these as Exhibits?

A, Yes, I desire to., Introduce Exhibits 1 through 3 for the record.

M. MANKIN: Any objections to introducing Exhibits 1 through 3 in Case 10927 I
correct that, introducing Exhibit 1 and 2, rather than Exhibit 3? Any objection to
introducing Exhibit 1 and 2?7 If not they will be so entered. The mention of Exhibit
3 is not one that is entered,it will be furnished to us at a later date, which is

the absolute open flow taken by El Paso Natural for the La Ventana Zone, which will
not be entered as an exhibit bul will be furnished to us however for our records,
;and if possible of the Pictured Cliffs open flow as well.

ME., CHRISTIE: T understand that their might be some question as to the proper for-
mation that we have called la Ventana, and we have with vs Mr. Jim Snider, J. W,
Snider, who will testify of the geology of La Ventana.

MR. UTZ: I have a question I would like to ask Mr, Christie, Has this well been e
connected to a pipeline yet?

A, I can't answer that specifically, I'm not sure whether it has been or not.

MR. UTZ: Each of these zones will be metered sevarately, is that correct?

A. Yes sir,

MR, UTZ: That is all I have,

MR. MANKIN: We have a Form C-110 on the Pictured Cliffs Zone, I mean the C-104,

3
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that particular form did not indicate connection at that time, however that may be.

A, I will check on that alsc.

MR. MANKIN: However we do have a C-110 for La Ventana, showing that El Paso is the
transporter whether they have hooked on other than testing is not known to us just now.
A. I will furnish that information, also.

MR. MANKIN: Anj further questions of Mr, Christie in this case? If not, Mr. Christie

may be excused.
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MR. MANKIN: State your name please,
A, J. W, Snider,

Q. Have you previously testified btefore this Commission as an expert or as a geologist?
A, Yes I have,

Q. That was before the full Commission, was it not?

A, Yes,

Q. Proceed.

A, First of all T would like to enter this electric log as an exhibit showing perfora-
tions in the interval of the La Ventana and the Pictured Cliff's Zone.

Q. Shall we designate that as Exhibit #3°?

MR. GURLEY: Mr, Christie, did you bring any extra copies of the exhibits?

A. T have extra copies of 1 and 2, but ot of 3.

MR, GURLEY: Well, its not too important here, but ordinarily before a Commission

-

or an Examiner Hearing, we reguire 5 copies. The reason I bring that up ics because
some of them are becoming rather lax about it and we would like to do that because
its putting us on a spot when we examine the Exhibits.

MR. MANKIN: At lease we need to have two or three at an Examiner Hearing,

A. W2 can furnish you as many copies of the exhibiis as you want.

Q. Well, one will be sufficient this time., Do you know whether this log has been
supplied to the Commission or not?

A, No, I don't know whether it has or not.

Q. You are aware that a dual completicn order has been granted for this well, which
requires copies of the electric log be furnished -~ two copies to the Commission.

A, Right,

Q. So I'm sure that will be done in the very immediate future then?

A. Well, my assumption that the ccpies were probably filed with the dual completion

report tut I have no record of that,

Q. Proceed.
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This is a reference map of southwestern pari of San Juan Basin, enter that as exhibit
if you will, please.

Do you have ancther copy?

Yes, I do.
CHRISTIE: Yes, - I have copies of it - here are four others.
Only one of these maps has been colored to show the surface geclogy as described

U, S. Geologicsl Survey Bulletin 860-C in 0il and Gas Investigation Map No. 57.

The other townships - from 21 north through 25 north, there is no geology shown.

A cross section will be entered as the next exhibit and the line of that section is

shown on this map, It starts up here at the North-end at Amerada's #3 Jicarilla

Apache "A" Well and continues on south down into 19 lNorth, 2 West, Section 36,

that is the El Paso Natural Gas Company #1 Elliott State. I would like to enter

now Exhibit No, 5, which is a cross section referred to on Exhibit No. 4 - the one on

map. On that - I just have one copy of this map thats colored -~ I have several of

them -

Q.
A,
Q.
A.

Mark that Exbibit Ho. 5.
How many more of these will you want, two?
This is enough.

The cross section Exhibit 5 shows the correlation of the cretaceocus section from

the previously mentioned El1 Paso Well northward to the Amerada WNo. 3, Jicarilla

Apache. You will notice thal in the center of the Cross Section, names of the

various members of the Mesaverde formation, the Lewis Shale and Fictured Cliffs

Sand-stone. This is a stratagraphic section, the datum is on an electric log marker

in

the Mancos Shale. The dashed line - first dashed line from the bottom - is an

attempt to correlate essentially the base of the sandy part of the Mesaverde,

designated from the outcrop as the Allison Gibson memcer. The next member in

ascending order is the La Ventana member, the Cheecrs member of the Mesaverde, then

the Lewis Shale, and then the Pictured Cliffs Sandstone interval. The well in the




Section at the extreme left is the Amerada #3 Jicarilla, the actual sandstone
interval producing in the Jicarilla #. interval isfrund night ad 900 feei,
approximately, Now that interval has been cor-elated through the south into the
surface section as described by C. H. Dane in U. S, Geological Survey Bulletin
860-C, into the surface section where he describes and names the La Ventana “and-
stone near the community of La Ventana in Sandoval County, The little section

that 1s attached to the first cross section I gave you -~ the one that is colored
there, - to repeat- that little cross section attached there, its name in various
localities as described in those sections you can sce that La Ventana was measured
in that section from the Allison-Gibson member, and the Lewis and the Chacra, the
Allison and Iewis in another section to the west. Now, if you will place this
little cross section - this little section -~ down between the second and third wells
you will notice that the intervals there match pretty well, the interval on the
cross—section showing the division of the Pictured Cliffs, the ILewis shale >
immediately below, and what we correlate to be the Chacra member and then the

La Ventana member, and then on down to the Mesaverde, and then on to the top of the
Mancos Shale. Now, the section of measured La Ventana, is between the first and
second wells reading from the right on the cross section if you shift that section
between the first and second well, (that is right), You will notice that the second
well in the cross section probably spudded somewhere near the top of the Ia

Ventana section, and then drilled on down into the Allison-Cibson member and then
or down into the Mancos Shale, and then of course the remainder is correlated

that section there on across to our Amerada #3 Jicarilla Apache "4" Well. And the
electric log correlations, I think are pretty good - of course there I don't

think you have any reason to deny any of those correlations.

Q. You have not taken this correlation on north, have you?

A, Horth from the Amerada well® No, I have not.
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Q. What I am particularly concerned about is taking on to say, 2% North, 9 West,
where there has been a well designated as a Chacra gas well, of El Paso as the
Lackey #, B in Section 29, I wondered if you had - if your correlation had gone on
North?

A. No, I'm not aware of that well being completed a&s a Chacra zas well.

Q. That is, E1 Paso lackey No., 4 B a dual compnletion in the Chacra and the Mesaverde -
A. Would you give me that township and range again - of that well?

Q. It is Township 29 North, I mean Section 29, 28 Horth, 9 West, in San Juan County,
and the well is located in the NE/4 NE/4 of that section, and it is the El Paso's
Lackey #4 B, and it is a dual competion granted as DC No. 282 administratively on
March 2, 1956, I just wondered if your studies had indicated that this particular
area which you correlated to the South likewise correlated to the North which

could - should have bteen north, and of course your Exhibit No. 4 is just concerned
primarily with McKinley County.

A. Also Sandoval and Rio Arriba.

Q. I see, and then down into McKinley County - also across it, but the area has

of course - of the San Juan County on Northwest of the well in question of the
hearing here tecday?

A. No, what I have done is tied the cross section as well as I could to the actual
designated surface sections as described in U. S. Geolgical Survey Bulletin No. 860-C
which Dane had set out the type section for the Chacra and type section for the la
Ventana Sandstone, and I have merely carried these surface sections into the sub-
surface up to this producing interval, here in the area which we are dually
completing our weil,

Q. Your Exhibit #5 - the cross section, related to the well No., 3 which was subject
of a prior dual complstiocn, thats not the one in this particular case?

A. Right.

Q. This is well No, 4 in question here?

A. Right, Well No. 4 of course-
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4, Right, we did not penetrate below the producing interval in the sand and by
putting it on the cross section you would not gain the correlation of the

section lower on down to the remainder of the Mesaverde and Mancos shale, Well
"A"™ 3 was a deep test that was drilled to the Morrison formation, that is the
reason that I put it on here but "A" 3 and "A" 4 wells are readily correlatable
and although #4 is not on the cross section, #3 I think can be correlated with
#L showing that the intervals producing is this interval described as La Ventana.
Q. The #4 well is about a mile south of the well #3 and therefore would logically
fall between the last two wells on the left of your Exhibit #5%

A. That is right.

Q. It would cqrrelate as you indicate?

A. Yes. PR
Q. For the La Ventana and Chacra development as well?

A, Well, if you will notice - the third well on the right of the cross section
you will notice that the interval designated as Chacra has the same electric log
characteristic and is probably or mostly shale, silty shale -~ as you move on the
North to the next well on the cross section the interval becomes more sandy. Now
that fourth well on the cross section, if you will refer to the map J. D, Hancock
#1 Brown Well, and that well is about 8 miles north of the surface section, that
drawn by Dane where he points out the Chacra sandstone as being approximatdy 311
feet thick and then he has an interval of about 170 feet of Lewis Shale between
the Pictured Cliffs and the top of the Chacra. This area I'm spezking of is in
18 and 19 North, 4 West and is known as the Torreones Arroyo area, in this partic-
ular area described as la Ventana, I mean the Chacra member resting directly upon

the Allison-~Gibson member directly to the East of the seme township. However,




the Chacra comes out to the east where we have lewis shale both above zand below

the Chacra member. I made a refecence to this fourth well, thinking of this dis-
cussion it should have been the third well - in the crogss section. This surface
section of the La Ventana which would fall between the first and second well

that I have crossed-sectioned, can be described as approximately 45 feet of

Pictured Cliffs and 550 to 600 feet of the Lewis shale, 900 feet plus or minus
of the La Ventana and then some €67 feet of Allison-Gibson and to the Hospah and
the Mancos shale.

Q. What is the member that is shown between the Chacra and the la Ventana, you
don't name that - is that a shaley group, similar to the lewis Shale.

A, Yes, it can be Lewis., For instance, west, further west, say in Township 18
and 19 North to 4, 5 and 6 ~ the Chacra rests on the Allison- now this strip log
represents this section right here., You notide that the - you notice that the
Chacra rests immediately on the Allison to the wesi, but as you go east the
Chacra rests on the Lewis, It is a difficvit problem this correlation to get
exactly which is which into the subsurface from the actual surface calls when
the - perhaps - sometime you may be fooling yourself to try to trace these
things clear across the Basin because they don't do it. You can trace comparable
intervals across the basin, but whether or not one is one or one is the other
by the time you reach the other side, is sometimes the question.

T

Q. In regard to the development; wou have the La Ventuns in the area in question

)

here today. Of course you have found it in two wells ne. 3 and 4. No. 4 is the
well in question here today. You feel that the development, or that any part-
icular development that might be found other places, or rather spotiy, or what
would be your thoughts in that respect as to La Ventana deveiopment?

A, Well, as far as the sand interval occurs in the section which we are producing

gas from at the present time, that interval as you can see appears on the 5th,




6th, 7th and 8th wells, but howsver it warioe in 2ocvelopawuiy - but of course on

the fourth well we have correlated it with guite a section of sand and of course
if you want the out-crop for it, the interval is described, the majority of the
section is sandstone.

Q. The oui-crop that you are speaking of is sast as shown on Exhibit 47
p y

on the out-crop reading from the right.
Q. On Exhibit 57

A, Yes,

Q. The out-crop would be on the map?

A. It is shaded blue on that one copy - the map that is colored there, and you
can see that the well to the extreme right of the cross section is to the east
of the section described as La Ventana sandstone. The yellow one there is

Pictured Cliffs, the purple is the Chacra member, the blue is the la Ventana.

Q. Are those out-crops or are those just members, - in other words, the coloring
you have on Exhibit 4, are they out-crops?

A. Yes, the geology as shown on Exhibit 4 is taken from this Bulletin 860-C, it

: is a direct reproduction reduced of the map that Dane made of the area, in his
i report.
Q. This report was made about 1936%
A. 36- yes.
Q. So as to the development of la Ventana surrounding the two wells which you
have already found, - for Amerada Wells, Apache "i" 3 and "A" 4, would you venture
a guess as to the development trends - should there be more La Ventana that might
be found in the area or to the North or South or is that -

A. Well, in correlating electiric logs on further to the North of this - on the

end of the cross section here, I think you can find this same sandy interval,

A, Well, it would fgll - the out-crop would fgll htetween the first and second wells




in additional wells, The Continental Jicariila Well that is just east of Ameradas

"A" 3 in 25 North, 4 West and development of this sand as shown by electric log
and there are several wells to the North, here which have this sand stone development,
this sandy interval., Now, in most of the wells, I do not think that there were

any kind of drill stem tests or production tests of the interval. Now whether

or not it is gas bearing in those particular wells, I do not know, but any future
wells in the area that are drilled that test this interval will of course helo

us get some of the answers for it, But I think you can correlate this interval
pretty wide spread over the basin, at least further nath of here it is not shown
of course on the cross section.

Q. Do you have a feeling that there is a good sandstone development in the la
Ventana that possibly appears in many wells to the North, that have not previously
been properly tested that might be in the future possibly produce a scurce of gas.
A, That is right.

Q. As to whether this - how closely this correlates the Chacra it would be a 1little
hard to tell at this time - two of the same zones will be separate and distinctive
zones as shown on your Exhibit #57

A. Well, yes, agewise I do not think that the La Ventana is described by Dane - is
of the same age as the Chacra and if you designate the particular interval that

we are producing from this Chacra, than you have to do something with this interval

the equivalent of the Chacra on

up here that I have designated, with

|2 00~ ]
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Now, do you know whether or not, this well that you described to me as El Paso's
that was dually completed in the Chacra - do - did they attempt to correlate it

with the surface section of the Chacra?

Q. I do not know.

MR. UTZ: 1 believe that they have made some correlation bzatween this area which

is your Apache 4 and their well - their feeling and also the feeling of the

Commission geologist is that they can correlate the Chacra from that area into this

area here,




A. Well, what I was trying to get at is, have they - what have they anchored their

Chacra on to begin with, you see?  What I have attempted to de, is anchor this cross-
cection to the surface section where the Chacra is named, and then carry it to the
subsurface - and - what I was trying to find out was to see if they had done the

same thing.

MR. MANKIN: Well, they were of course going to have to continue their work as you
have done from the south up to the North because where the outcrop - is to the effect
where as it would not outecrop in the area in question further up the basin.

A. Right.

Q. Deeper in the basin,

MR. UTZ: I gather that you believe that the Chacrz and the La Ventana are distinct

sand members - separate from or even further North, I believe you said that, didan't

you. Further North of this 20-4 or 5 area?

A. You mean that the Chacra and the interval that I have designated as Chacra and i
the interval that I have designated as La Ventana could be correlated to the North?

MR, UTZ: Yes -

A. Well I have done it - a couple of townships to the North but that is far as I

have carried this thing in this particular discussion or - this hearing.

MR, UTZ: You have made no particular study of the area in 28-9 in the vicinity of
this Lacky well?

A. No, I have not.

Q. Do you have any thing else that you wish to add at this time?

A. Well, base datum line on this cross section was established by using electric
logs and might be of some value to count the figures here that will help establish
that datum line. - the first one on the right, the interwvasl between the bottom of
the section and the hase of the Greenhorn is 2,052 feet -

Q. What is the base of the datum plane?

A, Tt's actually the datum plane here, from the datum plane to the base of the

Greenhorn 2052 feet, and on the second well that interval is 1900 feet and on the




3rd well the interval is 1880 and on the 4th well, the intcrval is 1880 feet, on

the 5th well the interval is 1850 feet, and the 6th, it is 1871 feet, on the seventh
well it is 1908 feet, on the last, on the left, it is 1762 feet.

Q. Do you have anything more?

A. That is all I have unless you have some guestions,

Q. Mr. Utz, do you have any guestions?

MR, UTZ: Yes, Mr. Snider, have you discussed this correlation of the Chacra and the
La Ventana with any of the Four Corners Geological Society?

A. No sir, I have not.

MR, UTZ: Would you be willing to give them your opinion and interpretation of
this thing whenever they get around to it?

A. T surely would, yes, I'd like to get together with them.

MR. UTZ: Well, we are trying to get them to settle this thing one way or another
so that we will know what to do, and we will certainly appreciate it if you would
work with them on it when they finally get down to doing something about it and
it should be this summer.

Q. I say that we will furnish our geologist in Aztec, Emery Arnold, with a copy
of your exhibits so that he may further study the problem, and of course he is
working with the Four Corners Society - trying to determine - of course this
Mancos group, they are trying to properly determine this question of La Ventana
and Chacra - whether the two correlate, or are separate or distinct and so that we
may properly designate the pools and list them properly as formations that may be

dulled by adrinistrative approval., Which was listed in a memorandum that was just

recently published..
A, I agree, I don't think that specific names to these producing horizons can
necessarily be settled at something like this, I think it takes a lot of the

fellows to get together and discuss their ideas and then have a majority come up

with an agreement. On something like what the names ought to be, then I think -
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T agree with you on that, that at least ought to be the final basis for the
judgement of it,

M, UTZ2: At least we might have an agreement on it.

A, Yes.

Q. Is there any other question of Mr. Snider?

MR, CHRIOTIE: We would like to introduce Exhibits 3, 4 and 5 -

Q. Any objections to entering exhibits 3, 4 and 5 in this case? If not they will
be so entered.

MR. CHRILTIE: T would just like to reauest that the Commission approve our
application for a dual completion on ocur Jicarilla Apache 4.

Q. Any other questions of Mr, Snider? If not Mr, Snider will be excused; I
might say right here that while we are in the process of this hearing that we

are quite concerned that dual completions are preceding or have preceded in the
past without prior Commission approval. This Memorandum 18-56 is a result of a
hearing held in May. I might point out that this can be done without any hardship
to the operator by gettiing tentative approval providing they meet these specifica-
tions of the formations in the pools and certain equipment in those wells so the
operator may proceed with his dual completion without tying up the rig, so we
would like to again point out that we would like compliance in the future, which
we have not had in the past, for making the Commission aware of'what the plans

are to make every effort give it tentative approval and be backed up by
administrative order, A hearing is not necessary, so that there is no additional
cost to the operator. We wounld like to be aware of what is going on so that we
know ahead of time. We would like to be advised beforc the work is actually done
so that it will have tentative approval at least. This particular meworandum which
I am speaking of 18-56 dated June 19, which I furnished you with a copy, indicates
that the Aztec Office has been given authority to tentatively approve gas-gas dual

completions verbally and confirm sazme in writing wien certain specifications are

met and then the Commission will later, back up the supervisors authority that

-
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has been given him and the approval that has been given to ~ well ~ the operator
can go ahead with the dual completion., Certain formations have been specified such
as Farmington, Fruitiand, Pictured Cliffs, Mesaverde, Graneros and Dakota. You
will note that the La Ventana is not one that has been decided upon as settled

and when it is settled - of course will be added to this memorandum and aprroved
administratively in the future, If there is nothing further in this case - does

any one have any further statements to make in this Case 10927 If not we take

the case under advisement, and proceed to Case 1093,




STATE OF NEW MEXICO )

COUNTY OF SANTA FE )

I, Gloria Alvarado, do hereby certify that the
foregoing and attached transcript of proceedings before the
0il Conservation Commission Examiner at Santa Fe, New Mexico,
is a true and correct record to the best of my knowledge,

skill and ability.

Dated this 13th day of July, 1956.

)




RECOMMENDATICHS
CAcE 1092

TO: Mr. Porter, Mr. Mankin and Mr., Gurley
FRGM: Mr. Utg

There is no question that the two zones which Amerada wants to dual are
separate pools and the dual shovld te approved.

There is considerable disagreement among geologists in the basin as the
correlation of Chacra and the La Ventana. The Four Corners Geological Society is
now working on this oproblem and will come up with an answer (we hope) this summer.

In addition to the routine findings we should find:

(1) That applicant is owner and operator of the Jicarilla Apache "A"
Lease etc.

(2) That the applicani proposes to produce gas from the proper perfora-

ticn of casing through the casing-tubing arnulus, gas from the South Blanco Pictured

Cliffs Gas Pool and Gas from proper perforation of casing through the tubing from
an undesignated gas zone which is currently called the La Ventana s jme-and in-
stallation of a suitable packer. m

(3) That the La Ventana ¥y not he properly named at this
time and that further study of this matter is necessary before a final designation
of this zone is made,

(4) That the mechanics of the proposed dual completion as outlined by
the applicant are feasible and in goed practice.
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CiL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. ©. BOX 871

SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO

O:tober 2, 1354

A ¥

Mr. K. S. Christie

Amerada Petroleum Corporation
P.0. Jox 2040

Tulsa 2, Oklahoms

Dear Sir:

We enclose a copy of Orders R-885, R-890, R-893 issued
Septenber 27, 1956, by the 011 Conservation Commission in Cases
1142, 1092 and 109 » respectively,

Very traly yours s

A L. Porter, Jr.
Secretary -~ Director




BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMKISSION
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE HEARING
CALLED BY THE CIL CCNSERVATION
COMMISEION OF THE STATE OF NEY
MEXICO FOR THE PURPOSE OF

CONSIDERING:

CASE ND, 1022
Order No. R-880

' APPLICATION OF AMERADA PETROLEUM
. CORPORATION FOR AN ORDER AUTHORIZING

A GAS-GAS DUAL COMPLETION IN THE

- SOUTH BLAKCO-PICTURED CLIFFS GAS POOL
" AND THE LA VENTANA FORMATION OF AN

. UNDESIGRATED GA8B POOL IN THE SE/4& OF
- BECTION 26, TOWNSHIP 25 NORTH, RANGE

5 WEST, NXPM, RIO ARRIBA COUNTY, NEW

. MEXIOO.

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

- BY TBE COMMISSION:

This cause came on for hearing at 9:00 o'clock a.m.

i on June 27, 19568, at Santa Fe, New Mexico, before Warren VW,

© Mankin, Examiner duly appointed by the 0il Coanservation Com-

- mission of New Mexico, hereinafter referred to as the "Com-

" mission," in accordance with Rule 1214 of the Commission Rules
. and Regulations.

NDVW, oa this )7 " day of September, 1956, the Com~

f;nislion, & quorum being present, having considered the applica-

tion, the evidence adduced, the recommendations of the Examiner,

i Warren W. Mankin, and being fully advised in tbe premises,

FINDS :

(1) That due notice of the time and place of hearing

gﬁand the purpose thereof having been given as required by law,
;. the Commission has jurisdiction of this case and the subject
" matter thereof,

(2) That the applicant is the operator of the Jicarilia

. Apache "A' No. 4 Well located 990 ifcet from the South line and 980

feet from the East line of Section 26, Township 25 North, Range &

. West, MMPM, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico.

(3) That the applicant proposes to dually complete the

_sald Jicarills Apache "A" No. 4 VWell so a8 to produce gas from

the South Blanco-~Pictured Cliffs Gas Pool through the cnaing-tubing

. annulus and gas from the lLa Ventana formation of an undesignated
. gas pool through the tubing.

(4) That the granting of this application would be

‘:in the interest of conservation in that the proposed completion
- would prevent waste and protect correlative rights.




-2
Order No. R-890

IT 13 THEREFORE ORDERED:

That the applicant hereby be autborized to dually
complete, in the proposed manner its Jicarills Apache "A'" No.
4 Well, located 990 feet from the SOuth line und 290 foet Iron
- toe Basti iine oI Sectiioa nv, ;un-u.\y 2V NOX bu' buus‘v 5§ W wcus, :
NMPHM, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico, in the South Blanco-Pictured
Cliffis Gas Pool and the La Yentana fornntion of an undesignated
gag pool.

PROVIDED HOWEVER, That subject well shall be completed
and thereaiter produced in such a manner that there will be no
commingling within the well-bore, either within or outside the
- tubing of gas, distillaie and gas, or distillate produnced from
either or hoth of the separate strata,

PROVIDED MOWEVER, That prior to the actual dual
completion the operator shall make pressure tests of the casing
to prove that no casing or tubing leaks have developed since the
well was originally completed. In the event a casing or tubing
- leak is apparent the operator shall tske appropriate steps to
- adeguately repair the lezk.

PROVIDED FURTHER, Tbat upon the actual dual compietion .
- of such subject well, applicant shall submit to the appropriatie

" District Office of the Commission, copies of 0il Conservation

- Commission Form C-104, Form C-~110 and Form €-122 outlining the
“information required on those forms by existing Rules and

. Regulations and two copies of the eleciric log of the weli.

PROVIDED FURTHER, That said subject well for duail
completion and production shall be equipped in such a way that
reservoir pressures may be determined separately for each of the -
- two specified strata, and further, be equipped with all neczssary
connections required to permit recording meters to be ingialliec
and used, at any time, as may be required by the Commisslion or
. its representatives, ln order that natural gas, distillate, or
- distillate and gas from each separate stratum may be accurately
- measured iud the gas-distillate ratic thereof determimed, and

- PROVIDED FURTHER, That the operaior-appiicant shail
- make any and all tests, 1nc1nazng segregation tests, packer leakade
- tests on completion and annually during the deliverability test

. of the South Blanco-Pictured Cliffs Gas Pool and submit packer

- setting affidavit on completion, after remedial action or whenever
the packer is disturbed, but not excluding other tests and/or
determinations at any convenient time aud in such ms&aoer a5 doEwed
 necessary by the Commissicn; the original and all subsequenti testis
shall be witnessed by representatives of the Commission and by
representatives of offset operators, if any there be, at their
election, and the results of each test properly :ttested to by

the applicant herein and all witnesses, and shall be filed with ;
the Commission within ten days after completion of suckh test; and




PROVIDED FURTHER, That upon the actusl dual completion

! of such subJect well, applicant shall subsit to the Commission

a diagrammatic sketch of the mechanicai inatallation which was \

~actually used to complete and produce the seal hotwmasn tha stratas .
~ and a special rsport of production, gas distillate ratio and ;
. Teservoir pressure determination c¢f each producing mone or strutu-
. immediately following completion.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That Jurisdiction of this cause

" be hereby retained by the Commission for such further order or

~orders A& R4y BE6M DECeSS5Ary or convenient for the prevention of
waste and/or protection o0f correlative rights; upon failure of ;
i applicant to comply with any requirement of this order after propet

"notice and hearing the Cosmission may terminate the authority
" hereby granted and require applicant or its successors and aszigns

i

to limit 1its activities to regular single-zone production in the

' interests of coanservation. :

DONE at Santa Fe, New Mexico, on the day and year

' hereinabove designated.

STATE OF NKEW MEXICO
CIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

A{,‘* 4 4‘-A..¢- ——— i

JOHN F,. SIMMS, Chairman




GENERAL OYFICES
12C BROADWAY NEW YORK
AN

: RN “Vg N ¢
AMERADA PETROLETM CORPORNTI OGN

BEACON BUILDING
PO BOX 2040

; 3 i}? ; ‘L"'\ < x4 e ,‘l q
M lq , i Tirlsa 2, DKLA,
! Juy. 6, 1956

Kew Mexico 0il Conservation Commission
Box 871
Santa ¥Fe, New Mexico

Re: (ase No.ii£92
Attention: Mr. Warren W. Mankin
As requested in the hearing in the above captioned case we

submit the following:
cp *}

1 B tostat of the potential test of the
5’ ALa Ventana Formation - Apache “A™ #i,

S ool ' 2. Copies of the electric log - Apache "A"#.

Yours very truly,

R, S. Christie




Curass oF Service

Thiy is a fast message
unlcse les defetred chac-
acter is indicated oy the
proper symbol.

. NL=Nighe Le.tzu .

Q W. P. MARSHALL, sresioenT
Q&&Ql eon domesrig telegrams is STANDARD TIME ac poine of origin. Time oiicceipt is STI'LQ. DA{!D TBA&-( point of destinaruon

WESTERN UNI/N =

n

LA152 w,g? b et 5T l
, 5B’ s -
% WNjg29 3" PD=TULA OKLA 5 136PLC= |
NEV MEXICO OIL VMNSERVATION COMMISSION=
SANTA FE NLEX=

ETTENTION MR A L PORTER JR

@ PLEASE AMEND ANERADA PEROLEUM CORPORATIONYS
APPLICATION TO DUALLY COIPLETE ANERADAYS JICARILLA
APACHE A" KOe 4o RIO ARRIBA COUNTY, NEY MEXICO DATED
MAY 21, 1956 TO REQUEST THE CASE BE SET HOR HEARING !N
LIEU OF REQUEST FOR ADMINSTRATIVE APPROVAL=

ALERADA PETROLEUN CORPORATION BY R S CHRISTIE=

L,l' " 1. s
t"A" 4 21 1956=

N)

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE

.
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AMERADA PETROLEUM CORPORATION ’ r/
P. O. BOX 2040 4 ;
[ -, 4’ j
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TULSA 2. OKLAMOMA

g 13 .
© Drawer D {/ 7/1’7‘

Monume nt, New Mexico . Ay
May 2L, 1956 crl :.f// s /

New Mexico Cil Conservation Commission
P, 0. Box 871
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Re; Application to Dually Complete
Amerada Jicarilla Apache "A"
No. 4, Rio Arriba County, N.M,

Gentlemen:

By this letter of application Amerada Petroleum Corpora-
tion wishes to state the following:

(A) That Amerada Petroleum Corporation Jicarilla
Apache "A" No, 4 is located 990 ft, FSL and
990 ft. FEL of Section 26, Township 25 North, e
Range 5 West, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico.
The attached Exhibit A shows the location of
this we2ll together with the location of all
offset wells,

(%) ‘That the subject well has 5i" casing set at
3989 ft. and cemented with 350 sacks of cemrnt.

(C) { That the applicant dually completed the well in

+hn f'r\""r\t.nng manere

?:z”. !
(1) Perforated the 53" casing in the intervals
from 3057 ft. to 3070 ft. and 3104 ft. and

3113 ft. in the Pictured Cliff gzone,

(2) Perforated the 53" casing in the interval
from 3926 ft. to 3946 ft. in the La Ventana
Z0re .

(3) Set rroduction type packer between these
two zones at 39C0 ft, for separation.

(4) Produced the La Ventana gas through the
tubing and the Pictured Cliff gas through
the tubhing-casing annulus, The attached
Exhibit B is a diagrammatic sketch of the
duwal completion,




0il Conservation Commission -2

{U) That tre granting of this application to produce
this well as a dual completion with gas from the
La Ventana and gas from the Pictured Cliff is in
the interest of conservation and the protection
of correlative rights.

(E) That the applicant will comply with all the rules
and regulations of the New Mexico 0il Conservation
Commission to maintain separation of production
from the two pay zones.

{(F) That the mamer and method of this dual completion
is mechanically feasible and practical,

(G) Thmt by copy of this letter of application by re-
gistered mail all offset operators are notified
of this dual oompletion.

Therefore, Amerada Petroleum Corporation requests that
the 0il Conservation Commission grant permission to produce the
subject well as a dual completion as proposed in the application,

Respectfully submitted,

AMERADA PETRCLEUM CORPORATION

By 7»152 s ﬁ) }J v

D. C, Capps ¢
District Superlntendent

DCC/WGA/vh

STATE OF NEW MEXICO }
COUNTY OF T o

wuCa x

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day
personally appeared_ D. C, Capps , known to m to be the person
whose name is subscribed to this instrument, who after being by
me duly sworn on ocath states thmt he has knowledge of all.
facts stated above and that the same is a true and conréct state~
ment of the facts recited therein,

Subscribed and sworn to tefore me on t
day of _May » 1956,

Comnission expires: August 23, 1959

ec: Skelly 0il Cempany 3. Geclogical Survey
P. 0. Box 38 P. O. Dox 965
Hobbs, New Mexico Farmington, New Mexico
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