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Narrative of Remedial Actions to Date
Tank 37 Release to Secondary Containment – June 27, 2022

Western Refining Southwest LLC

50 County Road 4990, Bloomfield, NM 87413
OGRID: 267595

Initial Events:

On the morning of June 27, 2022, following a heavy rainfall event, the discharge pump at Tank
37 failed to keep up with the incoming flow and allowed remediation groundwater to overflow
the tank into the synthetically lined secondary containment. Between 05:00 and 09:00
approximately 20 barrels of remediation groundwater was released into the secondary
containment that is around Tank 37. The secondary containment also collected rainwater from
the rainfall event on that same morning.

The release from Tank 37 was initially discovered when the facility Operator was investigating a
high-level alarm he received for the tank. Once the release was discovered Operations utilized
the onsite vacuum truck to draw-down and eventually remove all the released groundwater from
the tank secondary containment. The groundwater was deposited in the entrance side of the
onsite facility oil-water separator, like how this groundwater is normally managed. Operations
also utilized the vacuum truck to bring down the level in Tank 37 to a safe operating capacity
until a full assessment could be made and a repair plan implemented.

Initial Notification:

A telephone notification of the release was made to Leigh Barr with Oil Conservation Division at
15:57 on June 27, 2022.

Additional Information:

The secondary containment at Tank 37 is a synthetic liner. The integrity of the liner is suitable
for containing a release such as the one described above. There is no indication that any released
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material left containment. The pump discharge line was found to have developed restrictions that
did not allow the pump to operate at its normal capacity. Tank 37 receives remediation
groundwater from the slurry wall remediation system on the northwest portion of the facility.
The groundwater contains trace contamination from historical releases that originated at the
onsite refinery that has not been operating since 2009.
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