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November 3, 2022 

 

Robert Hamlet 

New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 

Oil Conservation Division 

1220 South St. Francis Drive 

Santa Fe, NM 87505 

PH #: 575-748-1283 

Robert.Hamlet@state.nm.us 

 

 

Re:  Soil Delineation and Remediation Workplan  

       Chevron USA 

       South Culebra Bluff 5 Battery Release (nAPP2212329098) 

       GPS: N 32.30350584° W 104.04623106° 

       Unit Letter “L”, Section 13, Township 23 South, Range 28 East 

       Eddy County, New Mexico 

         

Dear Mr. Hamlet, 

 

Etech Environmental & Safety Solutions, Inc. (Etech), on behalf of Chevron USA (Chevron), has 

prepared this Soil Delineation and Remediation Workplan for the South Culebra Bluff 5 Battery Release 

Site (Release Site). The legal description of the Release Site is Unit Letter “L”, Section 13, Township 23 

South, Range 28 East, in Eddy County, New Mexico. The GPS coordinates for the site are N 

32.30350584° W 104.04623106°. A Site Location Map and Aerial Proximity Map are provided as 

Figure 1 and Figure 2, respectively. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

On May 1, 2022, a reportable release occurred at the South Culebra Bluff 5 Battery. The release was the 

result of a flow line pin hole leak due to corrosion and was contained on the pad. Approximately 9.064 

barrels (bbls) of crude and 1.006 bbls of produced water was released with no barrels recovered, for a 

net loss of 9.064 bbls oil and 1.006 bbls produced water. On May 3, 2022, Chevron filed a Release 

Notification and Corrective Action Form (Form C-141) with the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division 

(NMOCD) documenting the release.  The Form C-141 is provided in Appendix A.  
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NMOCD SITE CLASSIFICATION 

 

NMOCD assessment and cleanup levels for hydrocarbon and produced water releases are based on 

depth to groundwater and karst status and follow the criteria in the revised August 2018 Title 19 Chapter 

15 part 29 New Mexico Administrative Code (19.15.29 NMAC) regulations. Groundwater databases 

maintained by the New Mexico Office of the State Engineer (NMOSE), New Mexico Bureau of 

Geology & Mineral Resources (NMBGMR), and United States Geological Survey (USGS) were 

accessed to determine if any registered water wells were located within a half-mile of the site.  The 

databases identified twelve (12) registered water wells within a ½-mile radius.  Four (4) were located 

within one thousand (1,000) ft of the release.  The four wells located within 1,000 feet of the site were 

C-012017, C-04490-POD2, C-01214, and USGS 321818104025001with depths ranging from twelve 

(12) ft bgs to fifty (50) ft bgs for an average depth of twenty-five and a quarter (25.25) ft bgs.  One of 

the water wells (C-01217) is located within five hundred (500) ft of the site with a depth to groundwater 

at fifty (50) ft bgs.  In addition, the site is listed as being in a medium Karst Topography region.  See 

Appendix B for maps, along with water well data, detailing the site relative to groundwater locations. 

Based on the NMOCD site classification system, the following soil remediation levels were assigned to 

the South Culebra Bluff 5 Battery Release Site:  

 

• Benzene – 10 mg/Kg (ppm) 

• Total BTEX – 50 mg/Kg (ppm) 

• Total TPH – 100 mg/Kg (ppm) 

• Chloride – 600 mg/Kg (ppm) 

 

INITIAL ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES 

 

On May 26, 2022, Etech was onsite to perform the initial assessment of the release. The release, located 

on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) property, measured approximately six (6) to fifteen (15) feet (ft) 

in length and twenty-five (25) ft wide and was contained on the Chevron pad. The surface dimensions 

covered an area of approximately 206 square feet. See Appendix C for attached photos detailing release 

and impact to pad.  See Figure 3 for Site Details Location Map. 

 

 

SOIL DELINEATION AND REMEDIATION WORKPLAN  

 

Etech proposes to complete delineation and remediation at the site concurrently, in accordance with 

NMOCD rules and regulations which will entail the following: 

 

•   Impacted soils will be excavated to appropriate depths and stockpiled on plastic awaiting 

disposal  

•   During excavation activities soils will be field screened utilizing chloride test kits and a PID 

meter for determination of laboratory sampling and additional excavation, if warranted. 

•   Upon completion of the excavation, confirmation soil samples will be collected every two 

hundred (200) square feet from the base and sidewalls (representing no more than 50 linear 

feet) of the excavated areas.  Additional, discrete grab samples will be collected from wet or 

visibly stained areas inferred to have been affected by the release, as necessary. Samples will be 
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submitted to Permian Basin Environmental Labs of Texas (PBELAB) for analysis of BTEX by 

EPA Method 8021B, TPH by EPA Method 8015M, and Chlorides by EPA method 300.0. 

•   The impacted soils will be transported off-site for disposal at an NMOCD approved disposal 

facilty.  Estimated 15 to 25 cubic yards of impacted soils based on visual observations. 

•   Upon completion of remediation and requisite soil sampling, the site will be backfilled the site 

with locally sourced, non-impacted “like” material from an approved off-site facility and 

brought back to grade. 

•   A closure report with final C-141 will be submitted to the NMOCD upon completion of 

remediation activities. 

 

Once the soil delineation and remediation work plan has been approved by the NMOCD, Chevron will 

commence delineation and remediation activities. Upon completion of remediation activities, Chevron 

will complete the activities within ninety (90) days of approval and submit a “Remediation Summary 

and Site Closure Request Report” to the NMOCD. 

  

 

If you have any questions, or if additional information is required, please feel free to call me at 432-563-

2200 (office) or 432-653-9697 (cell). 

 

Thank you, 

 

 
 

Jeffrey Kindley, P.G.  

Senior Project Manager/Geologist 

Etech Environmental & Safety Solutions, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

Attachments:  

 Figure 1 - Site Location Map  

 Figure 2 – Aerial Proximity Map 

 Figure 3 - Soil Details Location Map 

 Appendix A: Initial Release Notification and Corrective Action Form C-141 

 Appendix B: Groundwater Data Maps and Supporting Water Well Data 

 Appendix C: Photographic Documentation 
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District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 393­6161 Fax:(575) 393­0720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 748­1283 Fax:(575) 748­9720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 334­6178 Fax:(505) 334­6170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 476­3470 Fax:(505) 476­3462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  156477

CONDITIONS
Operator:

CHEVRON U S A INC
6301 Deauville Blvd
Midland, TX 79706

OGRID:

4323
Action Number:

156477
Action Type:

[C­141] Release Corrective Action (C­141)

CONDITIONS

Created By Condition Condition Date

jharimon The OCD accepts the Site Assessment. The remediation plan is due within 90 days of the date of release. Please submit: 1. Scaled site map diagram with
sample points clearly marked 2. Site Assessment/Delineation summary (horizontal and vertical) 3. Delineation sample analytical results (lab tested) 4.
Table containing analytical data 5. Description of proposed excavation depths corresponding to analytical table 6. Signed and dated C­141 (Pages 5­6) And
all other required items on the Remediation Plan Checklist.

11/15/2022


