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November 11, 2021 

District II  
New Mexico Oil Conservation Division 
811 South First Street 
Artesia, New Mexico 88210 
 
RE: Remediation Work Plan Addendum  

Ross Draw Unit #034 
Incident Numbers nAPP2107554265, nAB1736055339 (2RP-4529) and nAB1528240224 
(2RP-3322) 
Eddy County, New Mexico 

To Whom it May Concern: 

WSP USA Inc. (WSP), on behalf of WPX Energy Permian, LLC. (WPX) is pleased to present the 
following Addendum to the original Remediation Work Plan Request, submitted to the New 
Mexico Oil Conservation Division (NMOCD) on May 21, 2021. This Addendum provides 
clarification for the proposed sampling plan and the depth to water determination at the Ross 
Draw Unit #034 (Site) located in Unit D, Section 22 Township 26 South, Range 30 East, Eddy 
County, New Mexico (Figure 1).  The NMOCD denied the proposed sampling plan in the original 
Remediation Work Plan on August 19, 2021 based on concern that the depth to water 
determination at the Site was inadequate. Based on the additional clarification below, WPX is 
submitting this Addendum Remediation Work Plan Request to further clarify the proposed 
remediation actions and estimation of groundwater at the Site is greater than 101 feet below 
ground surface (bgs), no further than ½ mile from the Site, and has measurement data that is less 
than 25 years old. Figures and Attachments may be referenced from the original Remediation 
Work Plan Request. 

RELEASE BACKGROUND 

nAPP2107554265 

On March 7, 2021, the failure of a polish rod packing associated with the well head resulted in 
the release of approximately 8 barrels (bbls) of crude oil and 1 bbl of produced water to the well 
pad surface and adjacent pasture. A vacuum truck was dispatched to the Site and recovered 
approximately 5 bbls of oil. Devon reported the release to NMOCD on a Release Notification and 
Corrective Action Form C-141 (Form C-141) on April 6, 2021 and was assigned Incident Number 
nAPP2107554265.  

NAB1736055339 (2RP-4529) 

On December 8, 2017, a buried flowline failed and resulted in the release of approximately 5 bbls 
of crude oil and produced water onto the well pad surface. A vacuum truck was dispatched to 
the Site and recovered approximately 2 bbls of crude oil and produced water. Devon reported 
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the release to the NMOCD on a Form C-141 on December 18, 2017 and was assigned Incident 
Number NAB1736055339 and Remediation Permit (RP) Number 2RP-4529.   

NAB1528240224 (2RP-3322) 

On October 6, 2015, a natural gas poly line northeast of the location parted and caught fire in the 
right of way (ROW) that included an additional two gas lines and 5 poly water lines. The poly 
water lines melted and resulted in the release of approximately 70 bbls of produced water onto 
the pipeline ROW. A vacuum truck was dispatched to the Site and recovered approximately 55 
bbls of produced water. Devon reported the release to the NMOCD on a Form C-141 on                  
October 7, 2015 and was assigned Incident Number NAB1528240224 and RP Number 2RP-3322.  

SITE CHARACTERIZATION 

The Remediation Work Plan detailed site characterization according to Table 1, Closure Criteria 
for Soils Impacted by a Release, detailed in Title 19, Chapter 15, Part 29, Section 12 (19.15.29.12) 
of the New Mexico Administrative Code (NMAC).  

CLOSURE CRITERIA 

Based on the results of the Site Characterization, the following NMOCD Table 1 Closure Criteria 
(Closure Criteria) apply: 

 Benzene:  10 milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg) 

 Benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and total xylenes (BTEX):  50 mg/kg 

 Total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH)-gasoline range organics (GRO) and TPH-diesel range 
organics (DRO):  1,000 mg/kg 

 TPH:  2,500 mg/kg 

 Chloride:  20,000 mg/kg 

The reclamation requirement of 600 mg/kg chloride per NMAC 19.15.29.13.D (1) applies for the 
top 4 feet of areas that will be reclaimed immediately following remediation, specifically areas 
off pad within the pasture. 

NMOCD Denial 

NMOCD emailed Mr. Jim Raley with WPX on August 19, 2021 indicating their denial of the May 
2021 Remediation Work Plan Request based on the following: 

• When nearby wells are used to determine depth to groundwater, the wells should 
be no further than ½ mile away from the site, and data should be no more than 25 years 
old, and well construction information should be provided. If evidence of depth to ground 
water within a ½ mile radius of the site cannot be provided, impacted soils will need to 
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meet Table 1 Closure Criteria for ground water at a depth of 50 feet or less. The Closure 
Report is denied due to inadequate and unapproved sampling plan. 

ADDENDUM RESPONSE 

As indicated in the original Remediation Work Plan Request, depth to groundwater at the Site is 
estimated to be greater than 100 feet bgs based on soil boring MW-1, associated with Ross Draw 
Unit (RDU) #38, that was drilled by Talon LPE on December 8, 2020. The soil boring is located 
approximately 0.36 miles southeast of the Site (32.030491°, -103.871260°). Using a truck 
mounted drill rig equipped with hollow stem auger, the soil boring was advanced to a total depth 
of approximately 105 feet bgs. Groundwater was not observed within the soil boring after at least 
72 hours. Following the observation period, the boring was plugged and abandoned. The boring 
log is included as Attachment 1.  
 
In addition, WPX installed six other borings in December 2020 (RDX 16 #25H (MW-1), RDX 21-43 
(MW-1), RDX 17-3 (MW-1), RDX 17-44 (MW-1), RDU 55 (MW-1), and RDU 57 (MW-1)) within a 3-
mile radius of the Site and depth to water results for all six indicated groundwater was not 
encountered within 105 feet of the ground surface. Two other water wells, United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) well number 320125103514701 and New Mexico Office of the State 
Engineer (OSE) well number C 02165, indicate depth to water was 117 feet bgs and 180 feet bgs, 
respectively. Regionally, depth to water appears to be greater than 100 feet bgs and therefore 
the depth to water estimate for RDU #38 appears to be consistent with the regional data, thus a 
representative water well for estimating depth to water for the Site. Figure 1 depicts the nine 
water wells described above. 
 
The Closure Criteria for Incident Numbers nAPP2107554265, nAB1736055339 (2RP-4529) and 
nAB1528240224 (2RP-3322) is reflective of depth to water determination as stipulated by 
NMOCD, which includes: 
 

Depth to Water Criteria Response – Water Well RDU #58 (MW-01) 
Well located within ½-mile of the Site Approximately 0.36 miles from the Site 
Depth to water measurement within the last 25 years Well drilled and depth to water measured in December 

2020 
Well Construction Provided The boring log and well construction information was 

provided in the original Remediation Work Plan 
Request and included in Attachment 1 of this 
Addendum 

 

CONCLUSION 

Based on data from the RDU #38 (MW-1) soil boring and its overall correlation with regional 
depth to water findings, WPX believes the established Closure Criteria should be utilized for 
delineation and excavation purposes for the three releases included in the Remediation Work 
Plan Request.  



- 4 - 
 

WPX respectfully requests a reconsideration of the May 2021 Remediation Work Plan Request as 
it pertains to Incident Numbers nAPP2107554265, nAB1736055339 (2RP-4529) and 
nAB1528240224 (2RP-3322). If approved, WPX will commence with field activities promptly. 
 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Dan Moir at (303) 
887-2946. 

Sincerely, 

WSP USA Inc. 

  

Anna Byers Daniel R. Moir, P.G. 
Consultant, Geologist  Lead Consultant, Geologist 

 

cc:  Jim Raley, Devon  
 Bureau of Land Management 

 

Attachments: 

Figure 1 Site Location Map 
Attachment 1 Referenced Well Records 
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BORING LOG/MONITORING WELL COMPLETION DIAGRAM
Boring/Well Number: Location:

Date: Client:

Drilling Method: Sampling Method: Logged By: Drilled By:

Gravel Pack Type: Gravel Pack Depth Interval: Seal Type: Seal Depth Interval: Latitude:

Casing Type: Diameter: Depth Interval: Boring Total Depth (ft. BGS): Longitude:

2-inch 0-100 feet bgs
Screen Type: Slot: Diameter: Well Total Depth (ft. BGS): Depth to Water (ft. BTOC): DTW Date:
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100 NM L D N N NM SP NS

Tan/pale brown/pale orange poorly 
graded fine sand

Tan/pale brown/pale orange poorly 
graded fine sand - TD 105' BGS

SP NS

NM L D N N NM SP NS

Pale orange/pale pink poorly graded 
fine sand

MW-1

12/8/2020

None J. Linn, PG

105

WPX Energy

Ross Draw Unit #38

Talon LPE

None

105

 Lithology/Remarks

D N N NM

SW NS

None

> 105 12/16/2020

Pale orange/pale pink to buff colored 
fine sand with minor medium and 

coarse sand

SP NS
Brick red brown poorly graded fine 

sand

Air Rotary

10/20 Sand 3 Bags 

PVC

PVC

32.030300

-103.871338

NM L D N N NM
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BORING LOG/MONITORING WELL COMPLETION DIAGRAM
Boring/Well Number: Location:

Date: Client:

Drilling Method: Sampling Method: Logged By: Drilled By:

Gravel Pack Type: Gravel Pack Depth Interval: Seal Type: Seal Depth Interval: Latitude:
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Screen Type: Slot: Diameter: Well Total Depth (ft. BGS): Depth to Water (ft. BTOC): DTW Date:
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Pale pinky orange poorly graded fine 
sand with minor medium and coarse 

sand - TD: 110' bgs
NM L D N N
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Orange to pale red well graded sand 

with gravel

NM L D N N NM SP NS
Pale pinky orange poorly graded fine 

sand
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sand with silt
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Depth Interval:
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110

Talon LPE
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110
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10/20 sand 3 bags

None



BORING LOG/MONITORING WELL COMPLETION DIAGRAM
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Talon LPE
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Brown orange clay with silt and fine sand

None



BORING LOG/MONITORING WELL COMPLETION DIAGRAM
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Boring/Well Number: Location:

Date: Client:

Drilling Method: Sampling Method: Logged By: Drilled By:
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Pinky pale brown orange poorly graded 
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Pinky pale brown orange poorly graded 

fine sand with minor silt
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District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 393­6161 Fax:(575) 393­0720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 748­1283 Fax:(575) 748­9720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 334­6178 Fax:(505) 334­6170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 476­3470 Fax:(505) 476­3462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  61866

CONDITIONS
Operator:

WPX Energy Permian, LLC
Devon Energy ­ Regulatory
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

OGRID:

246289
Action Number:

61866
Action Type:

[C­141] Release Corrective Action (C­141)

CONDITIONS

Created By Condition Condition
Date

amaxwell Closure approved 09/14/2022. No further action required. 3/21/2023


