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WELL API NO.
30-025-35956

5. Indicate Type of Lease
STATE X FEE

6. State Oil & Gas Lease No.

SUNDRY NOTICES AND REPORTS ON WELLS
(DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR PROPOSALS TO DRILL OR TO DEEPEN OR PLUG BACK TO A
DIFFERENT RESERVOIR.  USE "APPLICATION FOR PERMIT" (FORM C-101) FOR SUCH
PROPOSALS.)
1. Type of Well:  Oil Well     Gas Well   Other X: LPG Storage

7. Lease Name or Unit Agreement Name
State LPG Storage Well

8. Well Number: 3

2. Name of Operator
Western Refining Company, LP

9. OGRID Number: 248440

3. Address of Operator
PO Box 1345 Jal, New Mexico 88252

10. Pool name or Wildcat
Langlie Mattix

4. Well Location
  Unit Letter__M__:__1000__ feet from the ___South___ line and ____530____feet from the ____West___ line
  Section 32                Township 23S         Range 37E           NMPM Lea          County

11. Elevation (Show whether DR, RKB, RT, GR, etc.)

12. Check Appropriate Box to Indicate Nature of Notice, Report or Other Data

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO: SUBSEQUENT REPORT OF:
PERFORM REMEDIAL WORK X PLUG AND ABANDON REMEDIAL WORK X ALTERING CASING
TEMPORARILY ABANDON  CHANGE PLANS COMMENCE DRILLING OPNS. P AND A
PULL OR ALTER CASING  MULTIPLE COMPL CASING/CEMENT JOB
DOWNHOLE COMMINGLE
CLOSED-LOOP SYSTEM
OTHER: OTHER:

13. Describe proposed or completed operations.  (Clearly state all pertinent details, and give pertinent dates, including estimated date
of starting any proposed work).  SEE RULE 19.15.7.14 NMAC.  For Multiple Completions:  Attach wellbore diagram of
proposed completion or recompletion.

See attached brine pressure test procedures.

I hereby certify that the information above is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.

SIGNATURE     TITLE: Project Engineer II            DATE: 2022.03.28

Type or print name: Sam Flessner          E-mail address: sjflessner@marathonpetroleum.com     PHONE: 419.348.4269
For State Use Only

APPROVED BY: _______________________________TITLE___________________________________DATE___________________
Conditions of Approval (if any):

  Environmental Engineer  4-7-2022
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Marathon Petroleum Company LP 

State LPG Well No. 3 
Mechanical Integrity Test 

Date:   April 2022 
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Well: Well No. 3 State: New Mexico County:  Lea Field: Jal Station 

API:  30-025-35956 Operator: Marathon Location: Jal Status: Active Storage 

PREPARED BY DATE APPROVED BY DATE 
CLIENT 

APPROVAL 
DATE Lonquist Field Service, LLC 

WHG 04/02/2022     Texas Registration No.  F-9147 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Well No. 3 is operated by Marathon Petroleum Company LP (MPC) located in the Jal Station Field in Lea County, New 
Mexico. The purpose of this Mechanical Integrity Test (MIT) is to test the integrity of the underground storage system that 
includes the cavern, cemented casing, and wellhead to determine if the system demonstrates the mechanical integrity 
required to support an extension of required cavern maintenance and testing. 
 
In accordance with the Oil Conservation Division of New Mexico, Well No. 3 is undergoing a Brine MIT to remain 
compliant.  

 

The test procedure includes the following information: 

 Contact Information 

 Wellbore Schematic 

 Historic Sonar Survey 
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Well Preparation 
 

1. Wellhead should be isolated from all surface piping during the test.  This may include blind flanges, skillet 
flanges, and 2” test flanges.   

a. Wellhead should maintain the ability to bleed excess brine pressure during the test. 
 

2. Install pressure recording equipment on wellhead.  Pressure equipment should be able to record wellhead 
pressures during the test period.   
 

 
Well Injection Phase 
 

3. Start Brine Injection at a slow rate (<1 BPM) until cavern reaches test pressure. 
a. The targeted pressure gradient is 0.75 psi/ft at the effective casing shoe and cannot exceed a test 

pressure gradient of 0.80 psi/ft at the effective casing shoe.  
b. With injection of 10 ppg brine, the targeted surface pressure is 380 psi and cannot exceed a surface 

pressure of 466 psi. 
 

4. Repeat Step 3 daily until the cavern pressure has stabilized. 
a. Monitor volume of brine required each day to reach test gradient 

 
 
Mechanical Integrity Test 
 

5. Repeat Step 3 to reach the targeted test pressure gradient of 0.75 psi/ft. 
a. Surface pressure of 380 psi with injection of 10 ppg brine.  

 
6. Shut in the well and record wellbore pressures for 4 hours. 
 
7. Determine if the test is complete or should be extended based on results.   

a. Maximum allowable pressure loss is 1% of test pressure over 4 hours 
 
 
Test Reporting 
 
A written report will be prepared within 15 days of completion and submitted to the NMOCD.  The report will include the test 
procedures, test chronology, test results and conclusions, pressure information, and all supporting documentation.   
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Well Owner  
 

Marathon Petroleum Logistics Services LLC 
803 N 300 W 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103 
 

 Sam Flessner – Owner’s Representative 
o Telephone – (419) 348-4269 
o Email – sjflessner@marathonpetroleum.com  

 
 
Engineering Consultants  

 
Lonquist Field Service, LLC 

  1415 Louisiana St., Suite 3800 
Houston, Texas 77002 

 
 

 Richard R. Lonquist, P.E. – Chairman 
o Telephone – (512) 732-9812 
o Fax – (512) 732-9816 
o Email – richard@lonquist.com  

 
 William H. George, P.E. – Principal Engineer 

o Telephone – (512) 787-7478 
o Fax – (512) 732-9816 
o Email – will@lonquist.com 
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Wellbore Schematic 
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Western Refining Company, LP

State LPG Storage No. 3 - MIT Results

Texas License F-8952

3345 Bee Cave Road, Suite 201

Austin, Texas 78746

Tel: 512.732.9812

Fax: 512.732.9816

  Country: USA

  Survey/STR: M-32-23S-37E

  State/Province: New Mexico

  Site: 1000' FSL & 530' FWL

  County/Parish: Lea

  Status: Storage

  Serial No.:

  Project No: F1203

  Date: 6/9/2017

  API No.: 30-025-35956   Field:
  Ground Elevation: 3,312'

  Rev No:

  Drawn: WHG   Reviewed: ETB

  Approved: ETB

  Notes:

(BGL)

TD @ 2,439' (Wireline - 5/8/17)

TD 2,471' (Sonar - 9/12/07)

    AUSTIN         WICHITA
HOUSTON        CALGARY

1

Casing Information

Label 1 2 3

Type

Surface Production Liner

OD 13-3/8" 9-5/8" 7"

WT 0.380" 0.352" 0.317"

ID 12.615" 8.921" 6.366"

Drift ID 12.459" 8.765" 6.241"

COD 14.375" 10.625" 7.656"

Weight

54.5 lb/ft 36 lb/ft 23 lb/ft

Grade J-55 J-55 J-55

Depth

Set

285.5'
1,665' 1,578'

Cement NA NA NA

Tubing

Information

Label 4

Type

Drill Pipe &

Drill Collars

OD 3-1/2"

WT NA

ID NA

Drift ID 2.25"

COD NA

Weight

NA

Grade NA

Depth

Set

2,430'

MIT Results

Initialization - 5/11/17 10:45

Annulus Pressure: 1,203.38 psig

Tubing Pressure: 387.07 psig

Interface Depth: 1,690'

Finalization - 5/12/17 10:45

Annulus Pressure: 1,199.40 psig

Tubing Pressure: 382.88 psig

Interface Depth: 1,690'

Test Length: 24 hrs

Test Gradient: 0.77 psi/ft

CLR: 475.54 bbls/yr

MDLR: 927.39 bbls/yr

Ground Level

Note: All depths measured from Braden Head Flange

2

3

4

C:\Users\wgeorge\Documents\1. Will Docs\F1203 & F1204_Western Refining #3 & #4 MIT\Western Refining #3\Wellbore Schematic\WBD_State LPG Storage No. 3_MIT Results_20170608.dwg, 6/13/2017 8:24:32 AM, wgeorge, AutoCAD PDF (General Documentation).pc3
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Historic Sonar Survey 
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Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD

From: Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD
Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2022 1:03 PM
To: Flessner, Samuel J.
Cc: Brorman, Jeff A.; O'Brien, Jessica L.; Chakrabarti, Miranda L.; Tomlinson, Jim A.; Goetze, 

Phillip, EMNRD
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Marathon Jal Cavern #3, #4 - MIT Procedure

Okay. Thanks for the confirmation. 

Carl J. Chavez ● UIC Group 
Engineering Bureau  
EMNRD - Oil Conservation Division  
5200 Oakland Avenue, N.E. Suite 100 | Albuquerque, NM 87113 
505.660.7923 
www.emnrd.nm.gov   

From: Flessner, Samuel J. <sjflessner@marathonpetroleum.com>  
Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2022 11:59 AM 
To: Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD <CarlJ.Chavez@state.nm.us> 
Cc: Brorman, Jeff A. <JBrorman@marathonpetroleum.com>; O'Brien, Jessica L. <JOBrien@Marathonpetroleum.com>; 
Chakrabarti, Miranda L. <MLChakrabarti@marathonpetroleum.com>; Tomlinson, Jim A. 
<jatomlinson@marathonpetroleum.com>; Goetze, Phillip, EMNRD <Phillip.Goetze@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Marathon Jal Cavern #3, #4 - MIT Procedure 

Carl – Yes, you are correct in your understanding that the ability to bleed pressure is for emergency purposes only and 
bleeding pressure is not anticipated during the test. Additionally we do acknowledge that bleeding pressure during the 
MIT would null and void the test. Please let us know if you have any other questions. 

Thanks, 
Sam 

From: Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD <CarlJ.Chavez@state.nm.us>  
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2022 11:19 AM 
To: Flessner, Samuel J. <sjflessner@marathonpetroleum.com> 
Cc: Brorman, Jeff A. <JBrorman@marathonpetroleum.com>; O'Brien, Jessica L. <JOBrien@Marathonpetroleum.com>; 
Chakrabarti, Miranda L. <MLChakrabarti@marathonpetroleum.com>; Tomlinson, Jim A. 
<jatomlinson@marathonpetroleum.com>; Goetze, Phillip, EMNRD <Phillip.Goetze@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Marathon Jal Cavern #3, #4 - MIT Procedure 

Sam, et al., 

Good morning! 
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OCD is looking over the recent MIT Sundry submittals with attachments. Could you please respond to the question below 
with OCD observations and respond. 
 
OCD MIT question: 
 

1) BW MIT Well Preparation:  1) Wellhead should be isolated from all surface piping during the test. This may 
include blind flanges, skillet flanges, and 2” test flanges.    

a. Wellhead should maintain the ability to bleed excess brine pressure during the test. 
 
When OCD observed this procedure, it was perceived to be an emergency condition and that the operator would 
not be bleeding off pressure during a 4-Hr. MIT period. Is this correct? The intent during the MIT is to close off 
the cavern system during the MIT period to detect decreases and/or increases in cavern pressures during the MIT. 
If the operator is bleeding off increasing pressure(s) during the test, this action defeats the purpose of the MIT.  

 
Consequently, any bleed-off during the MIT would null and void the test. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Carl J. Chavez ● UIC Group 
Engineering Bureau  
EMNRD - Oil Conservation Division  
5200 Oakland Avenue, N.E. Suite 100 | Albuquerque, NM 87113  
505.660.7923 
www.emnrd.nm.gov   

  
 

From: Flessner, Samuel J. <sjflessner@marathonpetroleum.com>  
Sent: Monday, April 4, 2022 1:52 PM 
To: Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD <CarlJ.Chavez@state.nm.us> 
Cc: Brorman, Jeff A. <JBrorman@marathonpetroleum.com>; O'Brien, Jessica L. <JOBrien@Marathonpetroleum.com>; 
Chakrabarti, Miranda L. <MLChakrabarti@marathonpetroleum.com>; Tomlinson, Jim A. 
<jatomlinson@marathonpetroleum.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Marathon Jal Cavern #3, #4 - Compliance Extension 
 
Carl – I have submitted C-103X forms and Brine MIT Procedures for Jal Caverns #3 and #4. Action IDs are listed below.  
 
Cavern #3 (30-025-35956): 93556 
Cavern #4 (30-025-35957): 95730 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions upon review.  
 
Thanks, 
Sam  
 

From: Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD <CarlJ.Chavez@state.nm.us>  
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2022 8:33 AM 
To: Tomlinson, Jim A. <jatomlinson@marathonpetroleum.com>; Flessner, Samuel J. 
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<sjflessner@marathonpetroleum.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Marathon Jal Cavern #3, #4 - Compliance Extension 

Sam and Jim: 

Good morning! 

Please test at 380 psi. 

Thank you. 

Carl J. Chavez ● UIC Group 
Engineering Bureau  
EMNRD - Oil Conservation Division  
5200 Oakland Avenue, N.E. Suite 100 | Albuquerque, NM 87113 
505.660.7923 
www.emnrd.nm.gov   

From: Tomlinson, Jim A. <jatomlinson@marathonpetroleum.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2022 6:47 AM 
To: Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD <CarlJ.Chavez@state.nm.us>; Flessner, Samuel J. <sjflessner@marathonpetroleum.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Marathon Jal Cavern #3, #4 - Compliance Extension 

Hi Carl. Thanks for the quick reply. Looking at the attachment you sent I’ve put together the table below which proposes 
a 298-381 psi surface pressure range. I’ve calculated this using the UIC Class III well guidance in the document and 
adjusted for maintaining between a 0.7 and 0.75 psi/ft gradient and incorporating the higher density of saturated brine 
relative to freshwater.  Please let us know your thoughts and if you’d like to discuss. Happy to jump on a call if you’d like. 
Thanks. 

Test Gradient 0.7 0.75 psi/ft 
Fluid in Casing Brine Brine 
Fluid in Casing Pressure Gradient 0.52 0.52 psi/ft 
DCTS (Depth to Casing Shoe) 1655 1655 ft 
H (Height of Fluid in Casing) 1655 1655 ft 
FPIC (Fluid Pressure in Casing) 861 861 psi 
MBHIP (Max Bottom Hole Injection Pressure) 1159 1241 psi 
MSIP (Max Surface Injection Pressure) 298 381 psi 



From: Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD
To: Flessner, Samuel J.; O"Brien, Jessica
Cc: Goetze, Phillip, EMNRD; Rose-Coss, Dylan H, EMNRD; Thompson, Joseph, EMNRD
Bcc: Kautz, Paul, EMNRD; Martinez, Patricia L, EMNRD; Robinson, Gary, EMNRD; Fortner, Kerry, EMNRD
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Marathon Jal Cavern #3, #4 - Compliance Extension
Date: Friday, March 4, 2022 2:25:00 PM
Attachments: UIC Class III Cavern MIT Guidence 10-12-16CJC..pdf

OCD MIT Pass-Fail Criteria Electronic Calc.pdf
image002.png

Sam and Jessica,
 
The New Mexico Oil Conservation Division (OCD) has completed its review of the original request
of 2/14/22 (see msg. below) for a well maintenance and MIT compliance date extension through
December 2022 for LPG Storage Wells 3 and 4. Western indicated, “it was reaching out regarding
the potential for a compliance date extension and/or temporary cavern closure. Please note, the
caverns are currently being emptied – no additional LPG is being added.”
 
For clarification, OCD’s understanding of “caverns being emptied” means the caverns are filled with
fluids to remove or empty the cavern of LPG, and this presents an ideal condition to run an OCD
“Cavern MIT” (4-Hr.) as opposed to a “nitrogen-brine interface” MIT when the cavern is not filled
with liquid and nitrogen gas is introduced at formation temperature to pressure up the cavern quicker
to allow for stabilization prior to running an MIT. OCD just wants to make sure the cavern liquid
fluids (not gas fluids) are at least semi-full for cavern stability as opposed to empty presenting
stability issues.
 
OCD hereby approves the extension to complete the “PSV” well maintenance, etc., and Cavern
MITs on the above subject caverns on or before Midnight MST on 12/31/22 with the following
conditions:
 

1. Follow the attached “Cavern MIT” Guidelines;
2. Achieve a minimum start cavern pressure (surface tubing pressure)  of 500 psig (closed static

system);
3. Post-test, submit within 15-calendar days, the original chart pdf doc. with test info., signatures

of witnesses, start-stop pressures, relative percent differential pressure calc., chart recorder
serial no. with clock speed setting w max. 12 hr. chart, and spring weight. Based on the start
pressure of 500 psig, a max. spring weight of 500 lbs. is required; and

4. Via E-Permitting, submit the sundries for the cavern maintenance and MITs for the above
subject wells within 30-calendar days of today’s date and provide “Action ID#s” for OCD to
process them.

 
Please contact me if you have questions or feel additional communication is necessary.
 
Thank you.
 
 
Carl J. Chavez ● UIC Group
Engineering Bureau 
EMNRD - Oil Conservation Division 
5200 Oakland Avenue, N.E. Suite 100 | Albuquerque, NM 87113 
505.660.7923
www.emnrd.nm.gov 

mailto:CarlJ.Chavez@state.nm.us
mailto:sjflessner@marathonpetroleum.com
mailto:JOBrien@Marathonpetroleum.com
mailto:Phillip.Goetze@state.nm.us
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mailto:paul.kautz@state.nm.us
mailto:PatriciaL.Martinez@state.nm.us
mailto:Gary.Robinson@state.nm.us
mailto:Kerry.Fortner@state.nm.us
http://www.emnrd.nm.gov/



OCD UIC Program
Draft Brine Well Cavern MIT Guidance (4- 
hour hydrostatic well test open to the salt formation)  


1) The cavern and all piping must be filled, pressured up and stabilized for a
period of at least 24 hours prior to testing.   If this test requires a packer then
casing/tubing annulus must be loaded with inert fluid 24 hours prior to
testing.


2) Have manpower and equipment available for pressure test. Wellhead shall
be prepared for test and all valves and gauges should be in good working
order.


3) Pumps, tanks, external lines etc. must be isolated from the wellhead during
test.


4) A continuous recording pressure device with an  8 or 12-hour clock  shall
be installed on the casing/tubing annulus.  The pressure range shall not be
greater than 500 psig.  The operator must provide proof that the pressure-
recording device has been calibrated within the past 6 months.  Note: Wells
with packer installed:  If this test requires both the casing/tubing
annulus and cavern to be tested then two recording devices must be
supplied or one recording device with two pins.


5) A minimum of one pressure gauge shall be installed on the casing/tubing
annulus.


6) OCD must witness the beginning of test (putting chart on) and ending of test
(removing chart).  Ensure that fluids from the well are not spilled onto the ground.


7) The Operator shall supply the following information on the pressure chart:


A. Company Name, Well Name, API #, Legal Location.
B. Test Procedure   (1) Casing + Formation   (2) Casing Test Only (3)


Both   (4) Other
C. Testing Media:   Water, Gas, Oil, Etc.
D. Date, time started and ending.
E. Name (printed) and signature of company representative and OCD







Inspector 


8) TEST ACCEPTANCE:   The OCD will use the following criteria in
determining if a well has passed the Mechanical Integrity Test:


A. Passes if Zero Bleed-Off during the test.
B. Passes if  Final Test Pressure is within   1% of Starting Pressure, if


approved by the OCD inspector.
C. Fails if any Final Test Pressure is greater than  1% of Starting


Pressure.  Operators must investigate for leaks and demonstrate that
mechanical integrity of the well(s) by ensuring there are no leaks in
the tubing, casing, or packer, and injected/produced fluids are
confined within the piping and injection zones.  Wells shall not
resume operations until approved by OCD.  Caution is urged to reduce
pressure appropriately as a function of depth to the salt cavern to
prevent fracturing during testing.


Note: OCD recognizes that different operations, well designs, formation 
characteristics and field conditions may cause variations in the above 
procedures.  If operator wishes to make or anticipate changes please 
notify the OCD for approval.  All operators are responsible to notify 
OCD of any procedure that may cause harm to the well system or 
formation.  Please be advised that OCD approval does not relieve any 
operator of liability should operations result in pollution of surface 
water, groundwater, or the environment. 


Also note:   This document is intended to provide technical guidance to 
operators on technical means to achieve compliance with the rules and 
regulations of the Oil Conservation Division and the Oil and Gas Act.  
The test procedures set forth are not regulations or policies and 
therefore other methods may exist to achieve compliance with the rules 
and regulations and the Oil and Gas Act. 


OCD recommends that a licensed professional engineer or licensed geologist, or a 
licensed professional engineer or licensed geologist designee supervise all test procedures 
and associated field activity. 








OCD 
MIT PASS/FAIL CRITERIA 


Relative Percent Difference (RPD) Equation 


The equation for determining the percent difference, (assuming both x1 and x2 are positive), by 
comparing values x1 and x2 is: 


Class I Well Casing MIT Pass/Fail = +/- 10%  (0.10) 


Class III Well Formation/Cavern MIT Pass/Fail = +/- 1% (0.01) 


Maximum Surface Injection Pressure Calculations: 


UIC Class I Well 


MSIP= 0.2 * (DTP) 


Max. Surface Injection Pressure= MSIP (dimensionless) 
Depth to Top Perforation= DTP (Ft.) 


UIC Class II Well 


MSIP= 0.2 * (DTP) 


Max. Surface Injection Pressure= MSIP (psig) 
Depth to Top Perforation= DTP (Ft.) 


UIC Class III Well 


MSIP= MBHIP - FPIC 


MBHIP#= 0.75 * (DTCS) 







H (height of fluid in casing-ft) 
DTCS (depth to casing shoe- ft) 
FPIC (fluid pressure in casing- psi)  
FPIC ~  H * 0.518 psi/ft 
MBHIP (max. bottom hole injection pressure- psi) 
MSIP (max. surface injection pressure- psig) 
 


# Note: DTCS may be multiplied by a lower fracture gradient value than 0.75 to reflect shallow 
salt cavern conditions. The OCD is concerned about over-pressuring and fracturing the salt 
cavern during MIT formation testing.  The OCD has recommended the use of N2 gas during 
Formation or Cavern MITs in order to eliminate additional hydrostatic casing fluid pressure on 
the cavern during testing when lower pressures are required to prevent fracturing of the salt 
cavern.  The OCD is currently developing siting criteria that may eliminate shallow salt cavern 
brine wells in the future. 
 
UIC Class V Geothermal Injection Well 
 
MSIP = Generally not an issue due to the fractured nature of the geothermal reservoirs. 
Depth to Top Perforation or open hole= DTP (Ft.) = 
 
MIT Pass:  BLM Regulatory Gradient of 0.6 psi/ft * Well Casing Depth, i.e., 0.6 * 1500 ft. = 900 
psi.  If well maintains a minimum bottom hole pressure of 900 psi for at least 30 min., this is a 
“pass”. 
 
MIT Fail:  Abnormal spikes and/or decreasing pressure due to pressure loss within well annulus 
and decrease below the minimum bottom hole pressure, this is a “fail”. 
 


 






Sam Flessner
project Engineer I

L35 West-Terminal Engincering
Marathon Petroleum Logistics Services LLC
503 N 300 W, Sal Lake City, UT 54103

C: (419) 3484269
siftessner@marathonpetroleum.com

Marathon
Petroleum Company»






 
 
From: Flessner, Samuel J. <sjflessner@marathonpetroleum.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 10:07 AM
To: Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD <CarlJ.Chavez@state.nm.us>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Marathon Jal Cavern #3, #4 - Compliance Extension
 
Carl – There was an abnormal relief event at the facility (September 2021) which spurred a PSV
study. In order to complete maintenance activities at Cavern #3 and Cavern #4, product needs to be
transferred to Cavern #2 prior to flaring. However, some of the PSV study findings need to be
implemented in order to safely transfer product at the facility.  We are in the process of evaluating
how this can be done and what scope needs to be completed prior to LPG transfer.  There is a
chance we can will can finalize this scope and implement with enough time to complete cavern
maintenance; however, schedule is unclear at the moment. I have a meeting today to discuss further
with operations and local engineers.  
 
I have attached historic (2017) MIT testing results for Cavern #3 and #4.
 
Thanks,
Sam
 

From: Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD <CarlJ.Chavez@state.nm.us> 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2022 9:11 AM
To: Flessner, Samuel J. <sjflessner@marathonpetroleum.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Marathon Jal Cavern #3, #4 - Compliance Extension
 
Sam,
 
Good morning!
 
Regarding your request of 2/14 below, could you please provide clarification on the “extenuating
circumstances” as the general rule for extensions states “for good cause shown” and the condition of
the above subject wells supported by historical testing.
 
Thank you.
 
 
Carl J. Chavez ● UIC Group
Engineering Bureau 
EMNRD - Oil Conservation Division 
5200 Oakland Avenue, N.E. Suite 100 | Albuquerque, NM 87113 
505.660.7923
www.emnrd.nm.gov 
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From: Flessner, Samuel J. <sjflessner@marathonpetroleum.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 6:11 PM
To: Chavez, Carl J, EMNRD <CarlJ.Chavez@state.nm.us>
Cc: Rose-Coss, Dylan H, EMNRD <DylanH.Rose-Coss@state.nm.us>; Goetze, Phillip, EMNRD
<Phillip.Goetze@state.nm.us>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Marathon Jal Cavern #3, #4 - Compliance Extension
 

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on
links or opening attachments.

Hi Carl – We spoke last week about Marathon Jal Cavern #3 and #4. Due to extenuating
circumstances, I don’t believe we will be able to perform mechanical integrity tests (MITs) at these
caverns before their mid-May compliance dates. I am reaching out regarding the potential for a
compliance date extension and/or temporary cavern closure. Please note, the caverns are currently
being emptied – no additional LPG is being added.
 
Although I don’t have a definitive schedule, I think it’s likely that Marathon management will provide
approval to complete maintenance activities on these caverns by the end of the year. Would you be
willing to grant a compliance date extension through December 2022 if Marathon guarantees that
no additional LPG will be added before an MIT is complete? This would provide Marathon time to
further evaluate facility operations and to complete other safety-sensitive project work. If for some
reason, Marathon management has not approved MIT completion by the end of the year, I will
notify you and we can discuss path forward.
 
Please let me know if you are amenable to this plan and/or if you would like me to set up a meeting
to discuss with a broader group at the OCD.
 
Thanks,
Sam
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