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Below Grade Tank Closure Plan 

Dugan Production Corp. 

 

As directed by NMAC 19.15.17 the following plan/procedure has been prepared for closure of 

the below grade tank identified on the associated C-144. 

1. Dugan will provide notice via-email to the NMOCD 72 hours prior to commencing 

closure activities. Dugan will also notify the appropriate surface owner by e-mail if 

possible or by certified letter. 

2. Dugan will close the pit, drying pad or below-grade tank by first removing all contents 

and, if applicable, synthetic liners and transferring those materials to a division 

approved facility. In this case Dugan will haul solid waste to Envirotech (Permit # NM-01-

0011). Liquid waste will be hauled to Dugan’s Sanchez O’Brien SWD #1 (Permit # SWD-

694).  If needed the pit liner will be disposed of at Waste Management’s Crouch Mesa 

facility.   

3. Dugan will take a composite 5-point soil sample underneath the BGT liner, grabbing 

stained and wet soils.  The samples will be taken to a local lab and analyzed for BTEX, 

TPH and Chlorides.  If the sample results do not exceed the limits in the applicable 

portion of table 1, found in NMAC 19.15.17, Dugan will continue with closure by 

backfilling the BGT vault and commencing reclamation activities.  In the event the 

sampling results exceed the limits in table 1 Dugan will further delineate and remediate 

the soils in the BGT vault until samples are in the limits established in Table 1.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TABLE I 

Depth Below bottom of 

pit to groundwater less 

than 10,000 mg/l TDS Constituent Method Limit 

 

 

< 50 Feet 

Chloride EPA 9056 600 mg/kg 

TPH Method 418.1 100 mg/kg 

BTEX Method 8021B 50 mg/kg 

Benzene Method 8021B 10 mg/kg 

51 feet - 100 feet 

Chloride EPA 9056 10,000 mg/kg 

TPH Method 418.1 2,500 mg/kg 

GRO + DRO Method 8015 1,000 mg/kg 

BTEX Method 8021B 50 mg/kg 

Benzene Method 8021B 10 mg/kg 

> 100 feet 

Chloride EPA 9056 20,000 mg/kg 

TPH EPA 418.1 2,500 mg/kg 

GRO + DRO Method 8015 1,000 mg/kg 

BTEX Method 8021B 50 mg/kg 

Benzene Method 8021B 10 mg/kg 

 

4. All areas disturbed by the closure of pits and below-grade tanks, except areas 

reasonably needed for production operations or for subsequent drilling operations, shall 

be reclaimed as early and as nearly as practicable to their original condition or their final 

land use and shall be maintained to control dust and minimize erosion to the extent 

practicable.  

5. Topsoil and subsoils shall be replaced to their original relative positions and contoured 

so as to achieve erosion control, long-term stability and preservation of surface water 

flow patterns. The disturbed area then shall be reseeded in the first favorable growing 

season following closure of a pit, drying pad associated with a closed-loop system or 

below-grade tank.  



6. Reclamation of all disturbed areas no longer in use shall be considered complete when 

all ground surface disturbing activities at the site have been completed, and a uniform 

vegetative cover has been established that reflects a life-form ratio of plus or minus fifty 

percent (50%) of pre-disturbance levels and a total percent plant cover of at least 

seventy percent (70%) of pre-disturbance levels, excluding noxious weeds.  

7. Other regulatory requirements. The re-vegetation and reclamation obligations imposed 

by other applicable federal or tribal agencies on lands managed by those agencies shall 

supersede these provisions and govern the obligations of any operator subject to those 

provisions, provided that the other requirements provide equal or better protection of 

fresh water, human health and the environment.  

8. The operator shall notify the division when reclamation and re-vegetation are complete. 

9. Concerning soil cover designs for closures after site contouring, where the operator has 

removed the below-grade tank or drying pad contents and liner, and if necessary 

remediated the soil beneath the below-grade tank or drying pad liner to chloride 

concentrations less than 600 mg/kg as analyzed by EPA Method 300.0, shall consist of 

the background thickness of topsoil or one foot of suitable material, whichever is 

greater. 

 

• Dugan has elected to submit this closure plan without any depth to groundwater 

and citing information and has elected to have all sampling results conducted at the 

most stringent standards of table 1. 

• In the event samples exceed the allowable limits Dugan will review the results and 

correlate the results with actual groundwater data.  The groundwater determination 

will also be submitted to the division.  In the event the soil samples fall below the 

allowed limits in table 1 Dugan will proceed with closure and reclamation as outlined 

in this closure plan.  If the samples exceed the limits Dugan will delineate and 

remediate the contaminated soil in question until it meets the thresholds 

established in table #1. 

• The BGT at this location is no longer needed but the well is still producing.  Dugan 

will reclaim the BGT as much as practical for an active well site allows.  Once the well 

is permanently abandoned Dugan will ensure seeding, contouring and all applicable 

reclamation processes are policies are followed to ensure the site is returned as 

nearly as possible to its undisturbed state. 
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