


Hansen, Edward J . , EMNRD 

Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

From: Hansen, Edward J., EMNRD 
Tuesday, April 10, 2012 4:24 PM 
Hack Conder 
Leking, Geoffrey R, EMNRD; 'Katie Jones'; Laura Pena; 'Scott Curtis' 
Remediation Plan (1R425-14) Termination - ROC Vacuum Oxy Swigart EOL Site 

RE: Termination Request 
for the Rice Operating Company's 
Vacuum Oxy Swigart EOL Site 
Unit Letter I, Section 25, T17S, R34E, NMPM, Lea County, New Mexico 
Remediation Plan (1R425-14) Termination 

Dear Mr. Conder: 

The New Mexico Oil Conservation Division (OCD) has received Rice Operating Company's report and 
request to close the above-referenced site, dated March 27, 2012 (received April 9, 2012). The report is 
acceptable to the OCD. 

The above-referenced report, submitted in accordance with 19.15.29 NMAC (Rule 29; formally, Rule 
116), indicates that Rice Operating Company has met the requirements of 19.15.29 NMAC; therefore, 
the OCD approves the report and hereby notifies you that the remediation plan (1R425-14) is terminated 
in accordance with 19.15.29 NMAC. 

Please be advised that OCD approval of this report does not relieve the owner/operator of responsibility 
should operations pose a threat to ground water, surface water, human health or the environment. In 
addition, OCD approval does not relieve the owner/operator of responsibility for compliance with any 
OCD, federal, state, or local laws and/or regulations. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at 505-476-3489. 

Edward J. Hansen 
Hydrologist 
Environmental Bureau 

l 



Operating (Oompany 
122 West Taylor • Hobbs, New Mexico 88240 

Phone: (575) 393-9174 • Fax: (575) 397-1471 

March 27, 2012 

Mr. Edward Hansen 
New Mexico Energy, Minerals, & Natural Resources 
Oil Conservation Division, Environmental Bureau 
1220 S. St. Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

APR -9 2012 

RE: Termination Request 
Vacuum Oxy Swigart EOL (1R425-14): UL/I, Sec.: 
RICE Operating Company - Vacuum SWD System 

Oil Conservation Division 
1220 S. St. Francis Drive 

2 5 , T 1 ^ % & N M 8 7 5 ° 5 

Mr. Hansen: 

Rice Operating Company (ROC) is the service provider (agent) for the abandoned 
Vacuum Saltwater Disposal (SWD) System and has no ownership of any portion of the 
pipeline, well, or facility. The System is owned by a consortium of oil producers, System 
Parties, who provide all operating capital on a percentage ownership/usage basis. 

Background 
In 2005, ROC initiated work on the former Oxy Swigart EOL junction box as part of the 
system abandonment. The site is located in UL/I, Sec. 25, T17S, R34E. NM OSE records 
indicate that groundwater would likely be encountered at a depth of approximately 75 +/-
feet. The site was delineated using a backhoe to collect soil samples at regular intervals, 
creating an 8x3x3-ft deep excavation. Each sample was field titrated for chlorides and 
field screen using a PID for hydrocarbons, resulting in low concentrations of each. The 3-
ft sample was sent to a commercial laboratory for analysis of chloride and TPH, resulting 
in a chloride concentration of 178 mg/kg, a concentration of gasoline range organics 
(GRO) below detectable limits, and a diesel range organics (DRO) concentration of 113 
mg/kg. Lab analysis confirmed TPH concentrations were within NMOCD guidelines. 
The excavated soil was blended on site, returned to the excavation, and contoured to the 
surrounding area. Additional clean soil was imported and used as a top cap to level the 
surface. On 1/4/2006, the site was seeded with a blend of native vegetation and is 
expected to return to a productive capacity at a normal rate. The junction box final report, 
photo documentation, laboratory analysis, and PID sheet are attached. 



Recommendations 
Site investigation demonstrates that residual chloride and hydrocarbons in the vadose 
zone will not with reasonable probability contaminate groundwater in excess of NMOCD 
standards. This site meets the requirements of the NMOCD-approved Revised Junction 
Box Upgrade Work Plan (July 16, 2003). As such, ROC request termination of the 
regulatory file, or similar closure status. 

Please contact me at (575)393-9174 if you have any questions or wish to discuss this site. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
RICE Operating Company 

Hack Conder 
Environmental Manager 

enclosures 



RICE OPERATING COMPANY 

M d T I O N BQX FINAL REPORT 

BOX LOCATION 

SWD SYSTEM - JUNCTION '. .UNIT ": SECTION TOWNSHIP RANGE. -COUNTY. BOX DIMENSIONS - FEET. 

Vacuum j OXY Swigart 
I '25. 17S j 34E Xea 

Length Width Depth"" 
Vacuum j 

EOL 
I '25. 17S j 34E Xea 

. "System Atondorimeht-hp box . 

LAND TYPE: '. BLM _ STATE 

Depth to Groundwater .-.75' 

J f EE LANDOWNER 

.feet 

Roy Pe'aroe "&'Jr., •OTHER 

DateStarted 

'Soil Excavated 

9/19/2005 

Sojf,Djspos|d 0 

Lcubic yards 

''»6te,yarc)s 

NMOCD SITE ASSESSMENT RANKING SCQRE;^ 

Date Completed 12/19/2005 NMOCp Witness. . 

.Excavation Length 

Offsite Facility 

8L 

• ri'a 

'Width. • 3 Deplh 

Location. 

10 

no 

.«h/a 

feet 

FINAL- A r ^ L ^ I C A L R E S U L T ? : Saniplelbte •9/19/2005 

IPjif'aVid 'jcMoride- laboratory test fesuRs pomp^eted |^''us^^la|)p|o^'ia&6ratcKy 
(antttestirig p̂  

'Sampte " PIP ' j ,GRO "" DRO 5 CWoncte' " 

, - .: Location ppm . , 1 . i. :. :mg/kg • .-mg/kg •« 

• GRAB @ S fi BGS' 
•..- - - -

* i 

| t. - - -

<10P 11> 'i .178 

Sample Depth 3 ft 

CHLORIDEFIELD TESTS 

: L e * A T i c f i . ! DEPTH ra§ : 'ppm ! 

vertical trench 
• ""'iii-...'. : 

vertical trench 
'.. 7 - 2 ' - I ; 

vertical trench 

- :::.3 L"-:155', ~! 

Geheraj DesoipUoti ^Rem^iailActionr 
This junction box'Vi^ 'addrKS^ 

.cteiineafian tench ̂  

1 .samples y f e l i ^ 

i PID "screenings performed oh tte s^p ies y & ^ any p%sieal jndlcatroris'ofadverse 

' M p ^ h ^ ^ j u a a ^ i m , . T f e S f t s a n t p ^ S ^ a n a l y a ^ T ^ c g » ^ & a ^ r i s " t r S . N a a 6 a 3 ' ^ ^ e S S ' _ 

Trie excavated spa was blended on site arid then backfilled into the trench arid contoured to rhe suiTbunding terraa>. A^t ionat cfean fill dirt was needed • 

:to teve< the surface: '.The disturbed area «fas seeded vnth a btehd of native vegetafon a W s eitpecled to return to pn^ucfore capacity at a normal rate. L 

.Since lite SWD System fe ho longer ctt service, a hey juhcBotjiboic is. notrequhed. _ . 

< ertc^ures: photos, lab results; Pip field screenings: 

11' HEREBYCERtlE^ THAT THE INFORMATION ABOVE JS TRUE ANDCOMPLETCTQ THE BEST OF MY 

' w6wLE*Dj6iAND*8EtiEEr'" * * 

SSITC SUPERVISOR. --/RoyRaiaSn ^SIGNATURE . COMPANyi .jlCEOperafrng Company 

e . - " I * . " : ."""*". -
i R E P O R T A S S E M B L E T J B Y ' .---.•> Kristin Farrts Pope - - SIGNATURE - _-_ 

'DATE , $/St7.W6;, - • % f i l g rr--. . J ; ProietfScrentist. 





'Prepared for: 
Roy Rascon 

Rice .Operating ,Co; 

•122 W. Taylor 

Hobbs, MM 88240 

Project: Vacuum ©xy Swigart ]EtoL 

'Bipj ect N umber'i'̂ pneCjiyen 

fcpcatioii: Hone Giyen 

Bib: §xikr dumber:, 5J2200S 

Report Daie::'09/26/05-



•Rfce-'Oecrati-ifc.̂ o: 
•122 W: Taylor c 

HpHbsiNM; 88240 

Project: Msictitiin.'Ojiy'SCvi'gai't'E'OL 
Project Number:" iN6ri6 .Qiyen.-: 

.'Project Miinager;' Roy Rascon 

fax:'{505)397-l-l'71 

.Reported:' 

09/26/05 i'6:59 

AN A L V f 1 G A L RE PORT HO.R S A MPLES" 

•Siiijinic 'P Laboratory ;1D." JVhitHx I ) : i fc S:illi[lli '<l ..Datc'Rcciiivctl 

5122005-0! S.oil •09/19/05 14:46 09/22/05:08:00 

j2600:̂ Jesi:.I-3Q:East-''O.d̂  



• R kfc"10 per a t i it g, Co. 
122 %:.Ta>'for-
^Iqbbs'NWj 8S2'i.() 

Project:- Vacuum'' Oxy Sw.lgan 
• j*roject;Nitrnber:: N.Qri6 Giyen 
'Pfgject "Manager: /Ray; Rascon 

ri-QC 'Fax': (50'5j-397r.|S71. 

.Rcpdi't.e'd: 
09/26M' ,16:5.0-

Organics by OC 

.Environtricntal Lab of Texas 

AnalylK Result 
, Reporting 
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I wpyps: mnms EPA.8.0!'siyt 
•1 M ' " ' I ' 

'.. iff » 

Stiwd&t^lrC/tiofOp^q'ite 78:0 fo •.70-130 5 , ; 
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! 
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Rice. Operating'Co. 
P22'WV Taylor 

Project:: Vac'u'um'Oxy Swifcart'EOL 
;Proie*ct'Nitmber:. Ts'bhe. Given 
'Project Manager; 'Ro ,̂Rascon 

>iBc:.75iC(5)J§7-:! 47.lr \ 
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Rice OpehiimgiCo, 

J22'\V.T;X>'IOi 

'Hobte'NM;'fi«240 
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Rice Opct'a'tinĵ CO; 
J'22'\yVTay!i.\r 
Ffobbs î\d;:S8240 
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'Project Manager:. Roy Rascon. 
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122 -WESi: TAYLOR. 
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