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COMU-SSIONEB OF PUBLIC LANDS 

SUBJECT: 
Requesting Approval f o r 
Central Metering 
Rincon Un i t Lateral #2 
Rio A r r i b a County, New Mexico 

Union O i l Company of C a l i f o r n i a , dba Unocal, i s proposing t o 
b u i l d a gas gathering system, Rincon U n i t L a t e r a l #2, and d e l i v e r 
e x i s t i n g conventional gas through a c e n t r a l metering f a c i l i t y . 
The f o l l o w i n g demonstrates how Unocal proposes t o a l l o c a t e gas 
production under the context of BLM Onshore O i l and Gas Order No. 
5. Measurement of Gas. 

The proposed Rincon U n i t L a t e r a l #2 w i l l gather gas from 12 
conventional gas w e l l s as shown on Ej>dTiJbit_J_lj Rincon Un i t w e l l 
#192-E i s a dual completion, therefore"the -system w i l l include 13 
completions. The gas from the 13 completions w i l l flow t o a 
common p o i n t where i t w i l l be compressed. At the Central 
D e l i v e r y Point (CDP), the gas w i l l flow through a master meter as 
the custody i s t r a n s f e r r e d t o the f i e l d t r a n s p o r t e r (see E x h i b i t 
#2) . 

Other than the #192-E, a l l the w e l l s t o be connected t o the 
proposed system have been producing f o r at lea s t 20 years (see 
attached w e l l h i s t o r i e s ) . Over the years the bottom-hole 
producing pressures have declined. The pressures have declined 
to the p o i n t t h a t some of the wells have t r o u b l e overcoming the 
p i p e l i n e pressure. Recently, Unocal has employed wellhead 
compressors t o t e s t lowering the back-pressure on some on these 
w e l l s . Results of these t e s t s have proven t h a t d e l i v e r a b i l i t y 
can be increased, i n a d d i t i o n , the remaining l i f e of the reserves 
can be extended. 

The gas t h a t w i l l flow on the proposed system w i l l be from the 
f o l l o w i n g conventional San Juan Basin Pools; Blanco-Mesa Verde, / 
South Bianco-Pictured C l i f f s , Basin-Dakota, and the Largo-Gallupr 
Gas production i s prorated from a l l these pools except the Largo-
Gallup. —. 



The w e l l s t o be connected t o the proposed system are a l l w i t h i n 
e s t a b l i s h e d _ p _ a r t i c i p a t i n g areas i n the Rincon Unit (see E x h i b i t 
%3J~.—Tn~e~"~RTncbn U n D f i s a Federal U n i t comprised of a number of 
Federal and State leases. The leases t h a t the 12 Rincon Unit 
w e l l s are on, are shown i n E x h i b i t The r o y a l t y ownership i n 
a l l formations w i t h i n a given t r a c t i s i d e n t i c a l . 

Unocal w i l l employ e x i s t i n g w e l l - s i t e f a c i l i t i e s t o remove 
l i q u i d s and dehydrate. New meter runs w i l l be i n s t a l l e d to 
measure the volume of gas produced from each of the 13 
completions. At the CDP s i t e , a separator w i l l be set i n f r o n t 

—oT"the~ compressor t o ensure t h a t only s i n g l e phase flow e x i s t s . 
P u l s a t i o n dampening equipment and a s u f f i c i e n t distance between 
the compressor discharge and the sales meter w i l l be used to 
ensure the accuracy of the meter measurements. 

Unocal i s requesting from the BLM, who has been designated the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o accept or deny such proposals f o r consolidated 
measurement p o i n t s , approval of the f o l l o w i n g method f o r 
a l l o c a t i n g the production from the c e n t r a l meter t o the 
i n d i v i d u a l w e l l s . Unocal w i l l c a l c u l a t e a monthly a l l o c a t i o n 
f a c t o r , as shown i n ExhlbJ^t^J^ 'parCHn Tlie~aTTocation f a c t o r , 
w i l l then be used as i l l u s t r a t e d i n E x h i b i t J 5 , p a r t I I , to 
determine i n d i v i d u a l meter volumes. To~"ensure the accuracy of 
the i n d i v i d u a l meters, Unocal w i l l continue t o c a l i b r a t e , perform 
o r i f i c e p l a t e i n s p e c t i o n s , and settlement t e s t s as described i n 
BLM Onshore O i l and Gas Order No. 5, Measurement of Gas. 

I n a d d i t i o n , Unocal also requests t h a t f o l l o w i n g the f i r s t year 
of o p e r a t i o n , t h a t calibfaTrn5ns"~on the a l l o c a t i o n meters move 
from a gu-a^terly t e s t schedule t o semi-annual. O r i f i c e plate 
i n s p e c t i o n s w i l l remain semi-annual^ifld^eTtlement t e s t i n g w i l l 
be done annually as per the c u r r e n t r u l e s . 

Unocal has n o t i f i e d the other working i n t e r e s t owners i n the 
Rincon U n i t of t h i s proposal. V a r i a t i o n s of t h i s l e t t e r are 
being sent t o the agencies adm i n i s t e r i n g the r o y a l t y i n t e r e s t s 
v i a c e r t i f i e d m a i l ; the Mineral Management Service (MMS), and the 
New Mexico O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n (NMOCD). E x h i b i t #6 shows 
the names and addresses of those contacted. • ~ 

Unocal a l s o requests from the BLM guidance on how t o expand 
a u t h o r i t y , once granted, t o add other w e l l s to the system should 
capacity become a v a i l a b l e . 

Should you have any questions or need any a d d i t i o n a l information 
t o process t h i s request, please f e e l f r e e t o contact me at the 
above l e t t e r h e a d address of phone. 

Very t r u l y yours 

Glen 0. Papp 
D i s t r i c t Production Engineer 
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