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STRATIGRAPHY AND LITHOLOGY 

The Guadalupian Yates formation consists of dolomitic sand 

deposited in a complex combination of aeolian and fluvial 

systems representing a lowstand environment. It was locally 

deposited over the Seven Rivers dolomite, consisting of tight 

anhydritic dolomites deposited in a back reef setting, just 

behind the Capitan Reef. The Yates is overlain by the Tansill 

anhydrites, representing a sabkha environment that prograded 

over the top of the Yates. 
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The top of the Yates is locally marked by the first sand found 

near the base of the anhydrite, and its base is marked by the last 

sand found as it grades into the Seven Rivers dolomite. The 

Yates sands are typically found in strike oriented (E-W in this 

area) lenseslnterbedded with tight dolomite and anhydrite. 
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