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19.15.17.13.H. Reclamation of pit locations, onsite burial locations and drying pad
locations.

(5) Reclamation and re-vegetation.

(a) Reclamation of areas no longer in use. All areas disturbed by the 
closure of pits and below-grade tanks, except areas reasonably needed for production operations 
or for subsequent drilling operations, shall be reclaimed as early and as nearly as practicable to 
their original condition or their final land use and shall be maintained to control dust and 
minimize erosion to the extent practicable.

(b) Topsoils and subsoils shall be replaced to their original relative 
positions and contoured so as to achieve erosion control, long-term stability and preservation of 
surface water flow patterns. The disturbed area then shall be reseeded in the first favorable 
growing season following closure of a pit, drying pad associated with a closed-loop system or 
below-grade tank.

(c) Reclamation of all disturbed areas no longer in use shall be considered 
complete when all ground surface disturbing activities at the site have been completed, and a 
uniform vegetative cover has been established that reflects a life-form ratio of plus or minus fifty 
percent (50%) of pre-disturbance levels and a total percent plant cover of at least seventy percent 
(70%) of pre-disturbance levels, excluding noxious weeds.

(d) Other regulatory requirements. The re-vegetation and reclamation 
obligations imposed by other applicable federal or tribal agencies on lands managed by those 
agencies shall supersede these provisions and govern the obligations of any operator subject to 
those provisions, provided that the other requirements provide equal or better protection of fresh 
water, human health and the environment.

19.15.34.14 CLOSURE AND SITE RECLAMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
RECYCLING CONTAINMENTS:

G. The re-vegetation and reclamation obligations imposed by federal, state trust
land or tribal agencies on lands managed by those agencies shall supersede these provisions and 
govern the obligations of any operator subject to those provisions, provided that the other 
requirements provide equal or better protection of fresh water, human health and the 
environment.


