
STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

APPLICATION OF THE NEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION, THROUGH 
THE ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE MANAGER, FOR A COMPLIANCE 
ORDER AGAINST NORTHSTAR OIL & GAS FINDING THAT THE OPERATOR IS IN ^> 
VIOLATION OF 19.15.4.201 NMAC AS TO TWO WELLS, DETERMINING THAT THE §jj 
VIOLATION IS KNOWING AND WILLFUL AND IMPOSING A PENALTY, z x : , 
REQUIRING OPERATOR TO BRING SAID WELLS INTO COMPLIANCE WITH 3a 
19.15.4.201 NMAC BY A DATE CERTAIN, AND IN THE EVENT OF NON­
COMPLIANCE DECLARING THE WELLS ABANDONED, AUTHORIZING THE , J D 

DIVISION TO PLUG THE WELLS AND FORFEIT THE APPLICABLE FINANCIAL - r , 
ASSURANCE, SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO. 3 * 

CASE NO. 13920 
(RE-OPENED) 

AFFIDAVIT OF NOTICE AND PUBLICATION 

In accordance with Division Rule 1227 D [19.15,14.1227.D NMAC] and Rule 1210 
[ 19.15.14.1210 NMAC] I hereby certify: 

1. Notice of the April 16, 2008 hearing in the above-captioned case .was mailed to 
the following by certified mail, return receipt requested, at least 20 days prior to the hearing date, 
with a copy of the application: 

James Bruce 
Post Office Box 1056 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 Certified Mail No. 7005 3110 0002 2085 0332 

Northstar Oil & Gas 
P.O. Box 168 
Sewickley, PA 15143 Certified Mail No. 7005 3110 0002 2085 0349 

2. Exhibit A to this affidavit is a copy of the notice, with a copy of the certified mail 
return receipt for the letter mailed to Northstar Oil & Gas in Sewickley, Pennsylvania and James 
Bruce in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

3. Notice of the original March 13, 20,08 hearing setting was published in The Daily 
Times, a newspaper of general circulation in San Juan County. The affidavit of publication from 
The Daily Times is attached as Exhibit B. 
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Motion to Re-Open j Case 13920 
Affidavit of Notice and Publication A r , f' . « / - i 

P a e ] o f 2 Northstar Oil & Gas 
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e s o u r c e s 

Joanna Prukop 
Cabinet Secretary 
Reese Fullerton 
Deputy Cabinet Secretary 

Governor 
Bill Richardson 

March 21, 2008 

Mark Fesmire 
Division Director 
Oil Conservation Division 

Mr. James Bruce 
Post Office Box 1056 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 Certified Mail No. 7005 3110 non?. MUS 0332 

Northstar Oil & Gas Corp. 
P.O. Box 168 
Sewickley, PA 15143 Certified Mail No. 7005 3110 0002 2085 0349 

Case No. 13920: APPLICATION OF THE NEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION, 
THROUGH THE ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE MANAGER, FOR A COMPLIANCE 
ORDER AGAINST NORTHSTAR OIL & GAS FINDING THAT THE OPERATOR IS IN 
VIOLATION OF 19.15.4.201 NMAC AS TO TWO WELLS, DETERMINING THAT THE 
VIOLATION IS KNOWING AND WILLFUL AND IMPOSING A PENALTY, REQUIRING 
OPERATOR TO BRING SAID WELLS INTO COMPLIANCE WITH 19.15.4.201 NMAC BY A 
DATE CERTAIN, AND IN THE EVENT OF NON-COMPLIANCE DECLARING THE WELLS 
ABANDONED, AUTHORIZING THE DIVISION TO PLUG THE WELLS AND FORFEIT THE 
APPLICABLE FINANCIAL ASSURANCE, SAN JUAN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO. 

Dear Operator and Counsel: 

You are hereby notified that the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division (OCD) has filed a motion 
to ire-open case 13920 to clarify the responsibilities of the,OCD and Northstar Oil & Gas 
(Northstar) under the terms of Order R-12779-A. A copy of the motion is enclosed. 

A hearing on this motion will take place before the Oil Conservation Commission on 
Wednesday, April 16, 2008, at 9:00 a.m., in Porter Hall, First Floor, 1220 South St. Francis 
Drive in Santa Fe, New Mexico. At that hearing Northstar will have an opportunity to oppose the 
motion. If you intend to present evidence at the hearing, you should file a pre-hearing 
statement at least four business days in advance of the hearing, as required by 
19.15.14.1211.B NMAC. 

If you have questions about the application you may call me at (505) 476-3451. 

Veryiruly yours, 

Gail MacQuesten •. '•• 
Assistant General Counsel 

End: Motion in Case 13920 Before the OCC 
Case 13920 

Northstar Oil & Gas 
OCD Ex. No. 1-A 

Oil Conservation 'Division * T220South St. "Francis Drive 
. . . * Santa Fe,.New Mexico 87505 

* Phone: (505) 476-3440 * Fax (505) 476-3462* http://www.eT.;ird.state.nrri.cs 
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L M - R C ^ , MINERALS AND NATURAL R ^ Q U R C E S I I F J R W T M E N T 

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION ? 

008 m 30 RR 111' 

\ I T L I C \TION OF THE NEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION, 
Tl IROI CH ITIE ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE MANAGER, FOR A 
C OMPLI VNCE ORDER AGAINST NORTHSTAR OIL & GAS FINDING THAI 
I HE OPERATOR IS IN VIOLATION OF 19.15.4.201 NMAC AS TO TWO 
W I L L S , DETERMINING THAT T H E VIOLATION IS KNOWING AND 
W I l ' L F L ' L AND IMPOSING A PENALTY, REQUIRING OPERATOR TO 
BRING SAID W E L L S INTO COMPLIANCE \\ ITH 19.15.4.201 NMAC BY A 
1) VI F C I RT AIN, AND IN T H E EVENT OF NON-COMPLIANCE DECLARING 
I I IE \ \ F L L S AB ANDONED, AUTHORIZING THE DIVISION TO PLUG THE 
\\ E L L S AND FORFEIT T H E A P P L I C A B L E FINANCIAL \SSURANCE. SAN 
.11 \N COUNTY. NEW MEXICO. , 

CASE NO; 13920 

MOTION TO RE-OPEN CASE 13920 

The Oil Conservation Division (OCD) moves the Oil Conservation Commission 

(UCC) to ic-open Case No 13920 to clarify the responsibilities of the OCD and 

Northstar Oil & Gas (Northstar) under-the terms of Order R-12779-A. The OCD offers 

the following m support of its motion: • . . - . - • 

• I On ,November 8. 2007, the-OCC issued Grder-'-R-1.2779-A m.Case Nor 

1 V)20, a compliance case bi ought by the OCD against Northstar 

2 In Oidei R-12779-A, the OCC found that Northstai knowingly and 

will lul l \ uolated 19 15 4 201 NMAC as to two wells, the Baibaia #1 and the Davie #1, 

and assessed 9^10,000 penalty,; : v W i : r ; , „ : , . , ,. , v r ( , , ; ; 

3. Order R-l 2779-A also contained the following provisions: 

Noithstai Oil and Gas_ Corpoiation shall rcstoie the well sites 
associated'with the wells m the mannei piovide'd m Subsection B ot 
10 15 4 202 NMAC and seed the well sites with seed of plants native to 

'the area-'by D€.eember>15..Z0.0i\- • \ 

•Motion to Re-Open Case Nov 13920 . 
\". ,r!.hsl.a.r..(''')il'..&-'(--ias • • -. 
Pa-e I o f 4 . • • 



r - O f NJoitkstai-OiL and Gas,Coi poi ati on lestoies the welhsites and, 
•̂ ccds tht well Mtcs/vith seed of plants naktive,to the area by December 15, 
2007 it-ma\ueduce 'the -civil^ penalty by its'actual expenditures foi 
i estoi ing the well- sites; >• The- Division •shall -not release Northstar Oil- and 
Gts Coipoiation's financial assuiance until Northstar Oil and Gas 
Coi,poia>tion lestoiesihc-well sites, seeds the well sites with seed,of plants u , , 
nitivc to the aiea and piovides invoices and proof of payment' foi' the 

, yiLStoi ation. costs , , , v „ 

4 ' <" 1 ' L <» * , » ' » . ^ / , < 1 1 , 1 , > , ' , . ( , . " . ' . 

4 ^ To date , Northstart has .not restored the-well sites as required under 

19.1 s 4*202 NMAC The <OCD has. requested that Northstai file V Form C-101 

. . , ? { ' • ' • »( ' * f < r • ' «*' • • r f «><• 

suosequenUeport ofwell plugging foi each ofthe tw^wells, indicating that thê well sit.es , 

have been lcmediated accoidmg to the iule, and that the sites arc ready for inspection' 

1 he;OCD -provided a .copy oi the ,Fonn C-101 subsequent:report:of well plugging :o • 

Northstai ioi that puipose Northstai lequested that lf'be allowed to leave certain pieces 

of equipment on the site of the Davie #1, but did not provide a notanzed letter fiom the 
' ' ' ' [ ) ' - • !. - - , • i ' 

•land ow nei agieeing to this anangement until Januaiy 22, 2008 
-\.•• • , To date, the sites have not beem.re-seeded. The notarized letter irom the 

land owner at the Davie #1, states that the landowner believes re-seediiTg-at that site-is 

...;M. y . j j ; . : -C ":M>; :ti>t\'\Q . M^.;-;' ^TlO.-0 ' : ' ; ' ; ro^MN^^O-OM.: ' . hM ""• ,'• 
unnixessaiy because of his plans foi the existing well pad Because the re-seeding 

l-equuemcnt is set bv Oidei R-127.79-A" the OCD tak'csYhe position that*it"cannot waive 

"' Pftr : s(fefifts^& '•U1i?̂ ssy':; -̂.'iVsf̂ ::- ^tfiff 'fy^Mfifi^^V;-^>-'-!: :4;%^-'• . ; r % : .^ ' ;- . : : ' - : ' 
that iLquncmcnl without the OCC''s penmssion An inspection ofthe site ofthe Barbara 

1 indicates that site has not been'e-seeded 1 ' ' ' 

6. To date, Northstar has not '-provided- invoices- anolip'roof/of piyment'for •the*' 

restoration, costs. '• • . - . •' ,' •: •'•;••"• ••-•;.--- -, 

• . .... . . . . . . . . . I. -. i. • - . - • . ' - . - . .- . . . 

Northstai has icquested lelease of its financial 'assuiance Tlie OCD takes 

Ihe position that it cannot l'elcase tlie financial'assuiance at this time because'Noithstai 

Motion to Re-Qpen Case No 11920- • '• 
' " I ( , i 
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ihc specific icqimcments of Oidei R-l2779-A.'. Northstar has• failed to meet the 

requirements of 19.1 5.3.1 01. G NMAC^becauseit hashiot' obtained the release ofthe wells-

m K l e r i a i5;4:202T NMAC, Northstar has failed lo meet the specific requirements o: 

Order R-1 2779-A:because it has not seeded the welRsites and because it has not provided; 

invoices and proof off payment. . . . . 

8. ' j he OCD seeks clarification of the/penalty provisions' of Order R-l2779-

A. The Orcler required that Northstar take certain actions ny-December 4 5, 20'07:;restore^ 

the wellsites.-and re-seed.--t.he wells sites.' Those^e-hons still have not taken place. In. 

additiom.Northstai- has failedrto.provide the OCT) wit!: invoices and proof of payment. It 

, s the OCD's position that the full-amount of the $--10,000.penalty ismow due,aSd ovV'ing,/ 

and it requests that the OCC issue''an order to that-.effect. 

For the'fbregoing reasons, th.e-OCD requests-that the OCC re-open-Case 13920 to--

resolve the responsibilities of the OCD and Northstar under Ordep;R^12779-A as to the 

release of Northstar's financial .assurance and the imposition of penalties. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED;,' 
' this ; day of Ja:n:ary 2008 by 

Motion to Re-Open Case No. 13920 

',' .-1 l i ' i j i i ; i r i M i ' l j & ( : . -

Pane 3 old-

Gail.MacQuesten.. ,, 
Assistant General-Counsel 
Energy, • Minerals and- Natural 
Resources Department ofthe State, of 
New Mexico :••-.-•.'-
1220 S St Fiancis Duve - • . • 
Santa Fe. NM 87505 
(505)476-3451 
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* • Complete items 1, 2, ana! 3 Also complete 
item 4'if Restricted Delivery is desired.' 

• Print your name and address on the/everse 
so that "we can return the card to you. 

• Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece, 
or on the fronf if space permits. 

*A Rseerved"by (Pleasefrint Clearly) B(jp/\B6W0yery * • Complete items 1, 2, ana! 3 Also complete 
item 4'if Restricted Delivery is desired.' 

• Print your name and address on the/everse 
so that "we can return the card to you. 

• Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece, 
or on the fronf if space permits. 

C Signature • ^ ^ < J ' 

^ M / J / O ^ I ^ L M / I J ^ — ^ O-î ddressee 

* • Complete items 1, 2, ana! 3 Also complete 
item 4'if Restricted Delivery is desired.' 

• Print your name and address on the/everse 
so that "we can return the card to you. 

• Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece, 
or on the fronf if space permits. 

D. lTdelivery address different from item 1? • Yes . 
/f YES, enter dejae«¥-add£ess below • No 

( /&^§>\ 
1 Article Addressed to 

James, Bruce 

Post Office Box 1056 

Santa Fe, NM 87504 

D. lTdelivery address different from item 1? • Yes . 
/f YES, enter dejae«¥-add£ess below • No 

( /&^§>\ 

3. Service ,\yffeV ' , / (§?/ 
IS Certifie^ialvJO^>r^syW'ail 
• Registerec^^P^tjjfrTHeceipt for Merchandise 
• Insured Mail̂  ErCOD 

4.-RestrictediDeliveryVYStfraifeej... : • • Yes v.-

2: Article Number (Copy Irom service label) -
7005 3110 0002 2085'0332 

PS Form 3811, July 1999 
: Domestic Return-Receipt 102595=99-M-1789 

< COMPLETE m&SECT^ 

• Complete items 1, 2, and 3 Also complete 
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired. ' 

• Print your name and address on the reverse 
'so'that we can return the card to you. 

• Attach this card to the:backiotthe;mailpiece, 
oron the front if space permits. 

A_Beceived by (Please Print Clearly) B Date ofiDelivery • Complete items 1, 2, and 3 Also complete 
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired. ' 

• Print your name and address on the reverse 
'so'that we can return the card to you. 

• Attach this card to the:backiotthe;mailpiece, 
oron the front if space permits. 

C Signature 

^ / C / f c ~ ^ C ^ ^ ^ T n Addressee 

• Complete items 1, 2, and 3 Also complete 
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired. ' 

• Print your name and address on the reverse 
'so'that we can return the card to you. 

• Attach this card to the:backiotthe;mailpiece, 
oron the front if space permits. 

D^ls delivery address.different fromitem T?.;> ' EH-Yes, 
•v.. If YES, enter, delivery address below: 0;No 1. Article Addressed: to: 

Northstar Oil & Gas Corp. 

P.O. Box 168 

Sewickley, PA 15143 

D^ls delivery address.different fromitem T?.;> ' EH-Yes, 
•v.. If YES, enter, delivery address below: 0;No 

3. Service Type 
• BTCertrfed Mail • Express Mail 

• • Registered, S" Return Receipt for Merchandise 
• Insured Mail • C.O.D. 

4: Restricted!iDellvery?:fBrfra•FeeJ•: . • Yes 

2. Article Number (Copy from senice label) : 

'.":'• .7005 3110 0002 2085 0349 
\ PS Form 3 8 1 1 , July 1999 ' 'Domestic Return Receipt' , 102595-99-M-1789 



Ad No. 59778 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
County of San Juan: 

BOB WALLER, being duly sworn says: That 

he is the CLASSIFIED MANAGER of THE 

DAILY TIMES, a daily newspaper of general 

circulation published in English at Farmington, 

said county and state, and that the hereto 

attached Legal Notice was published in a 

regular and entire issue of the said DAILY 

TIMES, a daily newspaper duly qualified for 

the purpose within the meaning of Chapter 

167 of the 1937 Session Laws of the State of 

New Mexico for publication and appeared in 

the Internet at The Daily Times web site on 

the following day(s): 

Thursday, February 21, 2008 

And the cost o'.thd cublicat on is $110.41 

ON BOB WALLER appeared 

before me, whom I know personally to be the 

person who signed the above document. 

C O P Y O F P U B L I C A T I O N 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
ENERGY, STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

The State of New Mexico through its Oil Conservation Commission 
hereby gives notice pursuant to law and Commission rules of the' foi 
lowing meeting and public hearing io be held ai 9:00 A.M. on March 
13, 2008, in Porter Hall at 1220 South St. Francis Drive, Santo Fe, 
New Mexico, before the Oil Conservation Commission. If you are an 
individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, quali 
tied sign language interpreter or any other form of auxiliary aid or 
service to attend or participate in' the hearing please contoc) Division 
Administrator Florene Davidson at (505) 476-3458 or through the 
New Mexico Relay Network (1-800-659-1779) by March 3, 2008. 
'Public documents can be provided in various accessible forms. Please 
contact Ms. Davidson il o summary or other type of accessible form is 
needed. A preliminary .agenda will be available to the public no later 
than two weeks prior to the meeting. A final agenda will be available 
no later than 24 hours preceding the meeting. Members of the public 
may obtain copies of the agenda by contacting Ms. Davidson ot the 
phone number indicated above. Also, the agenda will be posted on 
the Oil Conservation Division website at www.emnrd.siafe.nm.us. 

STATE Of NEW MEXICO TO: 
All named parties and persons 
having any right, title, interest 
or claim in the following cases 

and notice lo fhe public. 

CA5f 13920: Ire-opened and re-advertised) 
Application ot the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division lor a Compli 
ance Order against Northstar Oil & Gas. The Oil Conservation Com 
mission will hear the Division's motion to re-open Case 13920 to clari 
fy the responsibilities of the Division and Northstar under the terms of 
Order R-12779-A. The affected wells are: Barbara #001, 30-045-
24263, P-12-29N-15W; Davie #001, 30-045-25092, M-2-29N-15W. 
The wells are located approximately 15 miles west of Farmington in 
San Juan County, New Mexico. -

Given under the Seal of fhe State of New Mexico Oil Conservation 
Commission at Santa Fe, New Mexico on this 18th day of February, 
2008. 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 
Mark E. Fesmire, P. E. . 

SEAL Division Director 

Legal No. 5.9778 published in The Doily Times, Farmington, New 
Mexico on Thursday February 21, 2008. 

Before the OCC 
Case 13920 

Northstar Oil & Gas 
OCD Ex. No. 1-B 


