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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF THE HEARING CALLED 
BY THE OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING: 

CASE NO. 14190 
APPLICATION OF DENNIS LANGLITZ FOR 
AUTHORIZATION TO INJECT, EDDY COUNTY, 
NEW MEXICO 

BEFORE: 

REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

EXAMINER HEARING 

DAVID K. BROOKS, Legal Examiner 
TERRY G. WARNELL, Technical Examiner 
RICHARD EZEANYIM, Technical Examiner 
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October 30, 2008 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

This matter came on f o r he a r i n g before the New Mexico 
O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n , DAVID K. BROOKS, Legal Examiner, 
TERRY G. WARNELL, Technical Examiner, and RICHARD EZEANYIM, 
Technical Examiner, on Thursday, October 30, 2008, at the 
New Mexico Energy, Minerals and N a t u r a l Resources Department, 
1220 South Saint Francis Drive, Room 102, Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

REPORTED BY: JOYCE D. CALVERT, P-03 
Paul Baca Court Reporters 
500 Fourth S t r e e t , NW, Sui t e 105 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 
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MR. WARNELL: So we'd l i k e t o c a l l Case 14190, 

A p p l i c a t i o n of Dennis L a n g l i t z f o r A u t h o r i t y t o I n j e c t , Eddy 

County, New Mexico. 

C a l l f o r appearances. 

MR. LARSEN: Gary Larson f o r Dennis L a n g l i t z , the 

a p p l i c a n t . I have two witnesses w i t h me. 

MR. WARNELL: W i l l the witnesses please stand 

and be sworn? 

[Witnesses sworn.] 

MR. WARNELL: Any other appearances? 

Mr. Larson, please proceed. 

DENNIS LANGLITZ 

a f t e r having been f i r s t d u l y sworn under oath, 

was questioned and t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. LARSON: 

Q. Mr. L a n g l i t z , would you s t a t e your f u l l name f o r 

the r e c o r d again, please? 

A. Dennis L a n g l i t z . 

Q. And since the i n i t i a l h e a ring i n t h i s matter, 

have you taken samples of the produced water t h a t you proposed 

t o i n j e c t ? 

A. Yes, I d i d . 

Q. And d i d you take those samples t o the l a b o r a t o r y 

f o r analysis? 

PAUL BACA PROFESSIONAL COURT REPORTERS 
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A. Yes, I d i d . 

Q. And what l a b o r a t o r y d i d you take those? 

A. Ca r d i n a l Laboratory i n Hobbs. 

Q. Now, I ' l l d i r e c t your a t t e n t i o n t o 

E x h i b i t No. 12. We've j u s t c o n s e c u t i v e l y marked the e x h i b i t s 

ending w i t h the l a s t e x h i b i t of the previous he a r i n g . Can you 

i d e n t i f y t h a t document, please? 

A. Yes, t h i s i s the lab a n a l y s i s t h a t they r e t u r n e d 

t o me. 

Q. And d i d you also o b t a i n an a n a l y s i s of the Double 

Eagle water t h a t you purchased from the C i t y of Carlsbad f o r 

makeup water? 

A. Yes, I d i d . 

Q. And were a n a l y t i c a l data of t h a t Double Eagle 

water obtained from the C i t y of Carlsbad website? 

A. Yes, they were. 

Q. And i f y o u ' l l d i r e c t your a t t e n t i o n t o 

E x h i b i t 13. I s t h a t the Double Eagle water data? 

A. Yes, i t i s . 

Q. And al s o , since the i n i t i a l h earing, have you 

made arrangements f o r a step r a t e t e s t t o be conducted? 

A. Yes, I have. 

Q. And d i d you make those arrangements or d i d your 

petroleum engineer? 

A. My petroleum engineer, Mike K i n c a i d , took care of 

PAUL BACA PROFESSIONAL COURT REPORTERS 

500 4th S t r e e t , NW, Su i t e 105, Albuquerque, NM 87102 
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t h a t . 

Q. So h e ' l l be able t o t e s t i f y about the step r a t e 

t e s t s ? 

A. Yes, s i r , he w i l l . 

MR. LARSON: Mr. Hearing Examiner, I would request we 

supplement the recor d w i t h the r e s u l t s of the step r a t e t e s t 

which we hope t o be conducted next week. 

MR. WARNELL: So you would l i k e t o come back the next 

docket? 

MR. LARSON: I ' d l i k e t o j u s t submit the t e s t r e s u l t s 

as a supplement t o the record, i f t h a t ' s agreeable. 

MR. WARNELL: Okay. And t h a t ' s e x h i b i t s — 

MR. LARSON: I t ' s not a marked e x h i b i t y e t . What I 

a n t i c i p a t e d doing was f i l i n g a n o t i c e of supplementation i n the 

record. I t ' s not one of the e x h i b i t s i n f r o n t of you. 

MR. WARNELL: Okay. We can accept t h a t . 

MR. LARSON: Okay. 

Q. (By Mr. Larson): And a t the i n i t i a l hearing i n 

t h i s matter, Daniel Sanchez t e s t i f i e d about several o u t s t a n d i n g 

Rule 40 compliance issues. Have you since met w i t h 

Ms. MacQuesten and Mr. Sanchez about these matters? 

A. Yes, I d i d . 

Q. And were a l l the Rule 40 matters resolved? 

A. Yes, they were. 

Q. I n c l u d i n g the p e n a l t y assessment under ACO #225? 

PAUL BACA PROFESSIONAL COURT REPORTERS 
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6 

A. Yes, s i r . 

MR. LARSON: At t h i s time, I move the admission of 

E x h i b i t s 12 and 13, and I have no f u r t h e r questions f o r 

Mr. L a n g l i t z . 

MR. WARNELL: Okay. We'll admit E x h i b i t s 12 and 13. 

[A p p l i c a n t ' s E x h i b i t s 12 and 13 admitted i n t o 

evidence.] 

MR. WARNELL: Mr. Brooks, any questions? 

MR. BROOKS: No questions. 

MR. WARNELL: Do you have another witness, 

Mr. Larson? 

MR. LARSON: Yes, I do. 

MR. WARNELL: C a l l your next w i t n e s s , please. 

WILLIAM MICHAEL KINCAID 

a f t e r having been f i r s t d u l y sworn under oath, 

was questioned and t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. LARSON: 

Q. Mr. K i n c a i d , can you also r e s t a t e your name f o r 

the record, please? 

A. W i l l i a m Michael K i n c a i d . 

Q. And you heard Mr. L a n g l i t z t e s t i f y t h a t you made 

arrangements f o r a step r a t e t e s t t o be conducted. Who d i d you 

contact t o perform t h i s t e s t ? 

A. Ca r d i n a l Surveys out of Midland, Texas. 

PAUL BACA PROFESSIONAL COURT REPORTERS 
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Q. And when do you a n t i c i p a t e the step r a t e w i l l be 

completed? 

A. They hope t o get t o t h a t step r a t e t e s t as soon 

as next week. 

Q. Okay. And i n your o p i n i o n , w i l l one step r a t e 

t e s t be s u f f i c i e n t f o r d e t e r m i n i n g a p p r o p r i a t e i n j e c t i o n 

pressures f o r Mr. L a n g l i t z ' wells? 

A. I b e l i e v e i t w i l l . This r e s e r v o i r i s r e l a t i v e l y 

small and unifo r m , and enough water has been i n j e c t e d i n t o each 

of the w e l l s . And I expect the f r a c pressure a t each of the 

i n j e c t i o n w e l l s -- I expect t h e r e t o be very l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e 

between a l l the i n j e c t i o n w e l l s . 

Q. I ' l l d i r e c t your a t t e n t i o n t o E x h i b i t No. 14. 

And d i d you prepare t h i s e x h i b i t ? 

A. Yes, I d i d . 

Q. And what does i t depict? 

A. This i s the map showing the Saladar u n i t area, a 

distance of approximately two miles i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s showing 

a l l of the w e l l s i n t h a t area, both i n a c t i v e and a c t i v e w e l l s . 

And i t a l s o shows the area of review f o r a l l of the 

i n j e c t i o n w e l l s on the Saladar u n i t , and i t shows a l l the w e l l s 

i n s i d e t h a t area of review, both a c t i v e and i n a c t i v e w e l l s . 

Q. And d i d you prepare t h i s i n response t o a request 

from the Hearing Examiner a t the previous hearing? 

A. Yes, I d i d . 
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Q. And I next d i r e c t your a t t e n t i o n t o 

E x h i b i t No. 15. And d i d you also prepare t h i s e x h i b i t ? 

A. Yes, I d i d . 

Q. And what i s d e p i c t e d on E x h i b i t No. 15? 

A. This i s t h i s a t a b u l a t i o n o f the area of review 

t h a t ' s shown on the map E x h i b i t 14. I t ' s showing -- i t l i s t s 

a l l of the w e l l s i n s i d e the area of review. I t shows the 

opera t o r s , the lease names -- i t shows the ope r a t o r s , the lease 

names and w e l l numbers, the l o c a t i o n of each w e l l and s t a t u s , 

and i t s general c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Q. And d i d you prepare t h i s i n response t o another 

request from the Hearing Examiner a t the previous hearing? 

A. Yes, I d i d . 

Q. And you p r e v i o u s l y t e s t i f i e d t h a t a l l the plugged 

and abandoned w e l l s i n the area of review have been p r o p e r l y 

plugged. Do you r e c a l l t h a t testimony? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. And subsequently d i d you i d e n t i f y another plugged 

and abandoned w e l l i n the area o f review? 

A. Yes, I d i d . 

Q. And could you p o i n t t o t h a t on E x h i b i t 14 f o r us? 

A. This w e l l i s i n the nort h e a s t p a r t of the area of 

review. The operator i s shown as GD Riggs, and i t ' s the 

M a y f i e l d Well No. 1 shown as a plugged w e l l . 

Q. And have you analyzed any data about the M a y f i e l d 

PAUL BACA PROFESSIONAL COURT REPORTERS 
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No. 1 we l l ? 

A. The only data t h a t was a v a i l a b l e on t h a t w e l l was 

j u s t the operator and the lease name and w e l l number and the 

f a c t t h a t i t was a plugged w e l l . There were no records 

a v a i l a b l e a t the OCD website. I n ge n e r a t i n g E x h i b i t 14, the 

map, I went t o the GOTECH website, which i s l i n k e d w i t h the OCD 

website. And they have a database t h e r e t h a t shows a l l the 

we l l s and t h e i r l o c a t i o n s , and we were able the download t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n and generate a map from i t . 

But beyond showing the operator and the lease and 

w e l l name and the f a c t t h a t i t ' s a plugged w e l l , t h e r e i s no 

other i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e on t h a t w e l l . 

MR. WARNELL: So M a y f i e l d No. 1 d i d n ' t make your 

spreadsheet, E x h i b i t 13? 

THE WITNESS: I t ' s on the spreadsheet on the very 

f i r s t group of w e l l s i n Section 33. 

MR. WARNELL: I see i t . 

THE WITNESS: I t ' s the second w e l l from the bottom 

t h e r e . And l i k e I s a i d e a r l i e r , i t has an API number and j u s t 

the operator and lease and w e l l name. That's a l l t h a t ' s 

a v a i l a b l e . 

Q. (Mr. Larson): And d i d you contact anybody i n the 

D i v i s i o n o f f i c e i n Santa Fe t o see i f t h e r e were records 

a v a i l a b l e f o r the M a y f i e l d 1 Well? 

A. Yes. I contacted Lawrence Romero i n the records 
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d i v i s i o n , and he d i d a search h i m s e l f on t h i s w e l l , and he was 

unable t o f i n d any i n f o r m a t i o n on i t . I n f a c t , he ki n d of 

doubted whether the w e l l a c t u a l l y e x i s t e d or not. 

But as I s a i d before, i t does have an API number, and 

i f you i n p u t t h a t API number i n t o the OCD website, i t comes up 

"no records a v a i l a b l e . " 

Q. And i n your expert o p i n i o n , would i n j e c t i o n at 

the pressures proposed by Mr. L a n g l i t z p o t e n t i a l l y r e s u l t i n 

produced water e n t e r i n g the w e l l i f i t wasn't p r o p e r l y plugged? 

A. I don't b e l i e v e so. This r e s e r v o i r under the 

Yates r e s e r v o i r under the Saladar u n i t does not extend t o t h a t 

l o c a t i o n ; t h e r e f o r e , a w e l l d r i l l e d a t t h a t l o c a t i o n would not 

have p e n e t r a t e d the r e s e r v o i r . 

So i n i t i a l l y as you i n j e c t e d water i n t o those 

i n j e c t i o n w e l l s , the water would t r a v e l outward r a d i a l l y u n t i l 

t h a t h i t the r e s e r v o i r boundary. And at t h a t p o i n t , a l l of the 

flo w of the water would be back toward the producing w e l l s 

since they are c r e a t i n g a pressure s i n k i n t h a t r e s e r v o i r . So 

as long as you're producing the producing w e l l s , the water 

would not t r a v e l any f u r t h e r beyond t h a t r e s e r v o i r l i m i t toward 

t h a t w e l l . 

Q. I ' l l d i r e c t your a t t e n t i o n t o E x h i b i t No. 15, and 

you have a column th e r e t h a t shows w e l l s t a t u s . And you have 

sev e r a l w e l l s , Mr. L a n g l i t z ' w e l l s , i n d i c a t e d as TA. Do you 

mean t h a t those w e l l s are i n Division-approved temporary 

PAUL BACA PROFESSIONAL COURT REPORTERS 
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abandonment status? 

A. No. As f a r as t h a t goes, the TA means t h a t i t ' s 

j u s t an i n a c t i v e w e l l . 

Q. Okay. 

MR. LARSON: And t h a t ' s a l l I have f o r Mr. Kinca i d , 

and I would move the admission of E x h i b i t s 14 and 15. 

MR. WARNELL: We'll accept E x h i b i t s 14 and 15. 

[A p p l i c a n t ' s E x h i b i t s 14 and 15 admi t t e d i n t o 

evidence.] 

MR. WARNELL: Any questions, Mr. Brooks? 

MR. BROOKS: No questions. 

MR. WARNELL: I have no questions. You may step 

down, i f you're f i n i s h e d . 

MR. LARSON: Thank you, Mr. Hearing Examiner. 

MR. WARNELL: Thank you. We'll take Case No. 14190 

under advisement; however, we reserve the r i g h t t o reopen the 

case i f needed. 

MR. LARSON: I understand. 

* * * 

> ., .̂.-,>(•.,. r-» the foregoing s> 

® C O T r ".' . . . . . . •'••*.•<» -« 
the •'' • ' - ""' ' " ; 
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