Jones, William V., EMNRD

From: Hayden, Steven, EMNRD

Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2009 1:57 PM

To: Altomare, Mikal, EMNRD; Brooks, David K., EMNRD; Ezeanyim, Richard, EMNRD;
Macquesten, Gail, EMNRD; Fesmire, Mark, EMNRD; Sanchez, Daniel J., EMNRD

Cc: Perrin, Charlie, EMNRD; Roberts, Kelly G, EMNRD

Subject: BLM notice of drainage issue

Attachments: Colorado FC Drainage Notice.tif

FYI. This is not related to calling the Coalbed Methane Committee (CMC) back into being. Areas that will potentially be
drained by the increased well density in Colorado are separate from any infill areas that may be defined and acted on by
the CMC. There may be cases brought to hearing that will request increased density in the row of sections along the
Co/NM state line and the criteria will be this order.

The first meeting of the new CMC will be on July 14™ at 9:00 AM and will probably be held at the BLM, FFO since it looks
like there will be too many people there for our conference rcom. Any requests for increased infill to the Basin Fruitland
Coal Pool should be referred to the CMC through me at the Aztec OCD office.

Thank you
Steve Hapdon 505 334 6178-Office
District Geologist 505 320 0545-Mobile

NM OCD District 3 505 334 6170-Fax
1000 Rio Brazos Rd. .
Aztec, NM 87410
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT TAKE PRIDE"
Farmungton Field Office INAMERICA

1235 La Plata Highway, Suite A

Farnungton, New Mexico 87401

IN REPLY REEFLR 1O
NM Drainage (DR) June 3, 2009 RCYD JUN 4°09

3162 2 (NMFO01100) pIL CONS, DIV

Notification ot Potential Drainage

DIST. 3
CERTIFIED-- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

7008 1140 0004 7851 8460

Ms Sharon Zubrod
ConocoPhilhps Company
San Juan Business Umt
3401 E 30" Street
Farmingion, NM 87402

Re Potential Drainage of Federal Minerals
Dear Ms Zubrod

The Farmington Field Office (FFO) 1s currently reviewing the potential drainage of federal leases along the
New Mexico/Colorado border This potential exists when federal leases can be adversely affected by
production from non-federal offset wells

The State of Colorado currently allows Fruitland Coal wells to be drilled on an 80 acre well density  Current
Fruitland Coal well density in New Mexico 1s 160 acres per well This well density differential creates
potential drainage situations that require appropriate protective measures

va

The FFO recogmnizes that well development along the Colorado/New Mexico border was somewhat restricted
due to topography and wildhife 1ssues The Farmington Resource Management Plan (RMP) was approved on
Scptember 2003, and appropriate management prescriptions were established for the border area lands
However, before the RMP was approved, the Rattlesnake Canyon liabiat Management Plan limited new road
construction to well pads and encouraged the use of directional drilling technology to mmmimize the
fragmentation of wildlife habitat and limut surface disturbance The Rattlesnake Canyon Special Management
Area established under the FFO RMP now addresses the appropriate management prescriptions and best
management practices (BMPs) for tns area

We recognize the hisiorical regulatory impediments to protecting federal mineral estates along the Colorado/
New Mexico border agatnst dramage of o1l and gas resources, however. with appropriate mitigation measures
and BMPs, we believe protective measures against dramage from the Colorado side of the San Juan Basin
should now be aggressively pursued We encourage ConocoPhillips to seek exception from the current well
density limutations n the Fruitland Coal formation from the NMOCD to allow for optional 80 acre infill wells
along the state line  The FFO will support an optional mfill provision before the NMOCD  This provision
would allow your company to take appropnate draimmage protective measures when and where deemed
necessary



The New Mexico lands where potential drainage could occur due to the Fruitland Coal well density
differences are as follows

1) Allison Unit, T. 32N, R. 7W, Unit Operator: Burlington.
Affected lands Lois 5-13, sec 9
NE/4, scc 16

2) San Juan 32-7 Umit, T. 32N, R_7W, Unit Operator: ConocoPhillips.
Affected lands  All, sec 7
All, sec 8
NW/4SW/4, Lots 4, 14 sec 9
NW/4, sec 16
N/2,sec 17
N/2,sec 18

]

3) San Juan 32-8 Umt, T 32N, R. 8W, Unit Operator, ConocoPlullips.
Affected lands All, sec 9
N/2,scc 14
N/2,sec 15
N/2,sec 17

Affected lands located in T. 32N ., R. 8W. that are not 1n the San Juan 32-8 Unit:
Affected lands  All, sec 7 NMNM-33053, Lessees Burlington 87 5%, et al

All, sec 8 NMNM-33054, Lessees Burlington 87 5%, ct al

All, sec 10 NMNM- 6889, Lessce Burlington 100%

All,sec 11 NMNM-6890, Lessee  Burlington 100%

All, sec 12 NMNM-9037, Lessee Burlington 100%

N/2,sec 13 NMNM-6892 Lessee Burbington 100%

N/2,sec 16 Fee acreage

N/2,sec 18 NMNM-330535, Lessees Burlington 87 5%, et al

4) San Juan 32-9 Unit, T. 32N, R. 9W, Unit Operator: Burlington.
Affected lands All, sec 9

All, sec 10
NW/4, sec 13
NW/4, sec 14
NE/4, sec 16
N/2,sec 18

Affected lands Jocated in T. 32N, R. 9W, that arc notin the San Juan 32-9 Unit:
Affected lands Lots 13-16, sec 7 NMSF-079048, Lessee ConocoPhillips 100%
Lot 18, sec 7 NMSF-079625, Lessee ConocoPhuillips 100%
Lots 7-12,17,sec 7 NMSIF-079148, Lessees of Record Other
All, sec 8 NMSF-078687, Lessce  ConocoPhillips 100%
All,sec 11 NMSF-079320, Lesseec  Burhington 100%
All, sec 12 NMSF-079329, Lessee ConocoPhillips 100%
NE/4, sec 13 NMSF-079329, Lessee  ConocoPhillips 100%
Lots 1,2 4,5 (NE/4), sec 14 NMSF-079322, Lessee ConocoPhillips 100%
N/2,scc 15 NMSF-078687, Lessee ConocoPhillips 100%
NW/d4,sec 16 State acreage
N/2,sec 17 NMSF-078513, Lessee Burlington 100%




5) San Juan 32-9 Unit, T 32N, R. 10W, Unit Operator. Burlington,
Aftected lands All, sec 11
All, sec. 12
N/2,sec 13
N/2,sec 14

Affected lands located 1n T. 32N, R. 10W that are not in a Umt,
Affected lands Lots 6-12, sec 7 NMSF-078215, Lessees Burlingion 68 75%, el al
Lot 1,sec 7 Fee acreage
Lots 5,6,9, 10, sec 8 NMSF-078655, Lessee ConocoPhiilips 100%
Lots 7, 8, sec 8 NMNM-013307A, Lessee of Record  Other
S/28W/4,sec 8 Fee acreage
Lots 9,10, 11,12, (5/25/2), sec 9 NMNM-013367, Lessee Burlington 100%
Lots 5,6,7, 8, sec 9 NMNM-015545, Lessees of Record Other
Lots 5, 6, sec 10 NMSF-078699, Lessee Burlington 100%
Lots 2, 3, 4, SW/4SE/4, S/28W/4, sec 10 Fee acreage
SW/4NW/4, sec 15 NMNM-012648, Lessee ConocoPhillips 100%
Lots 1,2, sec 15 NMSF-078699, Lessee Burhington 100%
N/2ZNW/4, SE/ANW/4, W/2NLI/4, sec 15 Fee acreage
N/2,sec 16 State acreage
Lots1,2,3,4,5,6,sec 17 NMSF-078655, Lessee  ConocoPhillips 100%
W/2NW/4, sec 17 Fee acreage
Lots 5,6, 8,9, 11, 12 (N/2),sec 18 NMSF-078215A, Lessee Burlington 100%

6) Cox Canvon Unit, T. 32N, R. 11W, Unit Opcrator: Williams Prod. Co.
Affected lands Lots 1, 2, S/2SE/4 (SE/4), sec 8
All, sec 9
N/2,sec 16
E/2NW/4, NE/4, sec 17

Affected lands located 1n T. 32N, R. 11W that are not in a Unit:
Affected lands SE/4SW/4, Lot 5, sec 7, NMSF-078118, Lessee ConocoPhillips 100%
Lots 1,2, 3,4, S/2SE/4, sec 7 Fee acreage
Lots 3, 4, S/2SW/4 (SW/4), sec 8 Fee acreage
Lots 1, 3,sec 10 NMSF-078119B, Lessees Burlington 50%, et al
Lot 4,sec 10 NMNM-010909, Lessee of Record Other
Lot 2, 8/25/2,sec 10 Fee acreage
SE/4SE/4, sec 11 NMSF-078119A, Lessees Burlington 50%, et al
Lots 1,2, 3,4, §/2SW/4, SW/4SE/4, sec 11 Fee acreage
Lots 1,2, 3,4, S/25/2 (All), sec 12 NMSF-078119, Lessee ConocoPhlilips 100%
N/2,sec 13 NMSF-078119 Lessee ConocoPhillips 100%
E/2NE/4, SW/ANE/4, sce 14 NMSF-078119, Lessee ConocoPhillips 100%
NW/4 NW/4NE/4, sec 14 Fee acreage
E/2NW/4, sec 15 NMSF-078119, Lessee ConocoPhilhps 100%
SW/ANW/4, sec 15 NMNM-010909, Lessee of Record Other
NW/ANW/4, NE/4, sec 15 Fee acreage
W/2ZNW/4, sec 17 NMSF-078118, Lessee  ConocoPhillips 100%
Lots 1, 2, E/2 NW/4, NE/4, sec 18 NMSF-078118, Lessee ConocoPhillips 100%

7) Affected lands located in T. 32N, R, 12W that are notin a Umt,
Affected lands Lots 7, 8,9, 10, sec 9, NMNM-03371, Lessee Burlington 25%, et al
Lots 5,6, 11, sec 9, NMNM-019414, Lessce of Record  Other




SE/4SE/4, sec 9 Fee acreage

Lot 5, SE/4SE/4, sec 10, NMSF-078312, Lessee Burlington 100%
Lots 2, 3, 4, S/25W/4, SW/4SE/4, scc 10 Fee acreage

SW/ASE/4, S/2SW/4, Lots 1,2,3 4, sec 11, NMSF-078312, Lessee Burhngton 100%
SE/4SE/4, sec 11 Fee acreage

Lot 4, sec 12, NMSF-078312, Lessee Burlington 100%

Lots 1,2, 3,8/258/2, sec 12 Fee acreage

NW/4, Lots 1, 2, S/2NE/4, sec 13, NMSF-078147A

W/2NW/4, sec 14, NMSF-078312, Lessee Burlington 100%
E/2NW/4, NE/4, sec 14 Fee acreage

B/2NE/4, sec 15, NMSF-078312, Lessee Burlington 100%
NW/4, W/2NE/4, sec 15 Fee acreage

N/2,sec 16 State acreage

NEW DRAINAGE REGULATIONS

Enclosed 15 a copy of the new Drainage Regulations that provides clarification of your dramnage
responsibilities  The Farmington Field Oftice (FFO} will continue to monitor federal drainage within the
junisdictional area of the Farmington Field Office

If you have any questions regarding this correspondence, please direct them to me My phone number 15
{505) 599-6387

Sineerely,
/s! Dave Mankiewicz

Dave Mankiewicz
Assistant Field Manager, Minerals

cc Mr Mike McGovern
ConocoPhillips

Mr Vern Hansen

Williams Production Company, LLC
P O Box 3102

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74101-3102

Mr gharlle Perrin
NMOCD

1000 Rio Brazos Road
Aztec, New Mexico 87410
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§3162 2 as paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
new section
§3162.2-1
obligations
* * * * -

14 Add new §§ 3162 2-2 thraugh
3162 2-15 to read as follows

Drling and producing

Sec

3162 2~2 What steps may BLIJ take to
avoid uncompensated drainage of
Federal or [ndian minera] resources?

3162.2-3 When am I responsible for
protecting my Federal or Indian lease
from drainage?

3162 2-4 What protective action may BLM
requure the lessae to take 10 protect the
leases frorn drainage?

3162 2-5 Must I take pratective action
whenp & protective well would be
unecononuc?

3162 2-6 When will I have constructive
notice that drainage may be occurnng?

3162 2-7 Who s hiable for drainage 1f more
than ona person holds undivaided
interests 1n the record title or operating
rights for the same lease?

3162 2~8 Does my responsibility for
dramage pratection end when I assign or
transfer my lease interest?

3162 2—-g What is my duty to inquire about
the potental for drainage and wnform
BLM of my findings?

3162.2-10. 'Will BLM notify me when 1t
determnes that drainage 1s occurring?

3162 2-11 How soon after | know of the
hikelihood of drainage must 1 take
protective action?

3162.2-12 IfIhold an nterest sn a lease, for
what penod will the Department assess
compensatory royalty against me?

3162 2-13 IfI acqure an interest 1n a lease
that 15 betng drained, will the
Department assess me for compensatory
royalty?

3162 2-14 May I appeal BLM’s decision to

uire age protective measures?

3162 2~15 Who has the burden of proaf1f
I appeal BLM's drainage determination?

§3162 2-2 What steps may BLM take to
avoid uncompensated drainage of Federat
or indian mineral resources?

If we determine that a well 1s draining
Federal or Indian mneral resources, we
may take any of the following actions

(a) If the mineral resources being
drained are 1n Federal or Indian leases,
we may requare the lessee to dnll and
produce all wells that are necessary to
protect the lease from drainage, unless
the condit: ons of this part are met BLM
will consider applicable Federal, State,
or Tnibal rules, regulations, and spacing
orders when determiming whrch action
to take Alternatively, we may accept
other equivalent protective measures;

(b} If the mineral resources being
drained are erther unleased (1including
those which may not be subject to
leasing) or m Federal or Indian leases,
we may exscute agreements with the
owners of interests 1n the producing

well under which the United States or
the Indian Jessor may be compensated
for the dra:nage (with the consent of the
Federal ar (1n consultation with the
Indian mineral owner and BIA) Indian
lessees, 1f any),

{c} We may offer for lease any
qualifying unleased mineral resources
under part 3120 of this chapter or enter
mmto a commumbtzahon agreement, or

(d) We may approve a unit or
communitization agreement that
provides for payment of a royalty on
production attnbutable to unleased
mneral resources as provided in
§31815

§3162.2-3 When am I responsibie for
protecting my Federal or Indian fease from
dralnage?

You nmrust protect your Federal or
Indian lease from drainage if your lease
1s being drawned of mineral resources by
a well

(a) Producing for the benefit of
another mineral owner,

(b) Producing for the benefit of the
same mineral owner but with a lower
royalty rate, or

(c) Located 1n & unit or
communitization agreement, which due
to 1ts Federal or Indian muneral owner's
allocahion or participation factor,
generates less revenue for the United
States or the Indian mineral owner for
the mineral resources produced from
your lease

§31622—4 What protactive action may
BLM require the lessee to take to protect
the leases from drainage?

We may require you to

(a) Drll or modify and produce all
wells that are necessary to protect the
leased mineral resources from drainage,

(b) Enter 1nto a umitization or
communtizabion agreement with the
lease contaming the draining well, or

(c) Pay compensatory royalties for
drainage that has occurred or 1s
OCCUITIDE

§3162 2-5 Must | take protective action
when a protective well would be
uneconomic?

You are not required to take any of the
actions histed in §3162 2—4 1f you can
prove to BLM that when you first knew
or had constructive notice of drainage
you cauld not produce a sufficient
quantity of o1l or gas from a protective
well on your leass for a reasonable
profit above the cost of dnlling,
corﬂpletmg, and operating the protective
we

§3162 2-6 When will | have constructive

notice that drainage may be occurring?
(a) You have constructive notice that

drainage may be occurning when well

cornplet:on or first production reports

" for the draining well are filed with

either BLM, State o1l and gas
commuissions, or regulatory agencies and
are publicly available

(b) If you operate or own any 1nterest
in the draiming well or lease you have
constructive notice that drainage may be
occwrring when you complete drnill
stem, production, pressure analysis, or
flow tests of the well

§3162 2-7 Who is hable for dralnage {f
mara than onhe person holds undivided
Interests In the record titie or operating
rights for the same lease?

{a} If more than one person holds
record title interests 1n a portion of a
lease that is subject to drainage, each
person 1s jomntly and severally hable for
laking any action we may require under
this part to protect the lease from
drainage, mcluding paying
compensatory royalty accrumg durtng
the period and for the area 1» which 1t
holds 1ts record title interest

(b) Operating rights owners are jointly
and severally liable with each other and
with all record title holders for drainage
affecting the area and honzons 1n which
they hold operat:ng nghts during the
period they hold operating rights

§3162.2-8 Does my responsibility for
dralnage protection end when 1 assign or
transfer my lease Interest?

If you assign your record title interest
tn a lease or transfer your operating
rights, you are not hable for drainage
that occurs after the date we approve the
assignment or transfer However, you
remam responsible for the payment of
compensatory royalties for any drainage
that occurred when you held the lease
1nterest

§31622-9 WhatIs my duty to Inquire
about the potential for drainage and inform
BLM of my findings?

(a) When you first acquire a lease
interest, and at all imes whale you hold
the lease interest, you must monitor the
dnlling of wells in the same or adjacent
spacing units and gather sufficient
information to determine whether
drainage 1s occwring This 1nformation
can be 1n vanous forms, including but
not limited to, well completion reports,
sundry notices, or available production
information As a prudent lessee, 1t1s
your responsitinhity to analyze and
evaluate this infoermation and make the
necessary calculations to deterrine

(1) The amount of drainage from
production of the draining well,

(2) The amount of mineral resources
which will be dramned from your ‘
Federal or Indian lease during the hfe of
the draining well, and
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§3130 3 [Amended]

9 Amend § 3130 3 by revising the
cross reference of “§ 3100 3" to read
“§31622

PART 3160—ONSHORE OIL AND GAS
OPERATIONS

10 Revise the authonty citation for
part 3160 to read as follows

Authonty 25 USC 396d, 30 USC 189
and 359,43 U SC 1733 and 1740, and 40
Opmuon of the Attoroey General 41

§3160 -5 [Amended]

11 Amend § 3160 0-5 as follows by

a Remowing the paragraph
designations (a) through {w) and
al%habetlzmg all defimtions,

Adding new defimtions for
Drainage, Protective well, and Record
title holder, and revising the definitions
of Lessee and Operating rights owner to
read as follows.

Dramage means the migration of
hydrocarbons, 1nert gases {other than
helium]}, or associated resources caused
by production from other wells
* * * * x*

Lessee means any person holding
record title or owning operating nghts
in a Jease issued or approved by the
United States
® * w * *

Operating rights owner means a
person who owns operating nights 1n a
lease A record title holder may also be
an operating rights owner i a lease f
1t did not transfer all of its operating
nights
k3 L * * *

Protective well means a well dnlled or
modified to prevent or offset drainage of
o1l and gas resources from its Federal or
Indian lease
L] " &« * *

Record utle holder means the
person(s) to whom BLM or an Indian
lessor tssued a lease or approved the
assignment of record tatle n a lease

* * L 4 * *

12 Amend § 3162 2 as follows by

§3162.2 [Amended]

a Revising the heading,

b Adding “(s)" after "‘operating nghts
owner'’ 1n paragraph (b} and (c) each
time 1t appears, and by adding the term
‘‘a lessee(s) and" before “operating
nghts owners' sach time 1t appears; and

¢ removing paragraph (a)

§3162.2 Drlilling, producing, and drainage
otligations
* * n® ] x

13 Add a new §3162 2—1 and
redesignate paragraphs (b) and (c) of
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{3) Whether a protective well would
be econonuc to dnil

(b} You must notify BLM within 60
days from the date of actual or
constructive notice of

(1) Which of the actions 1n §3162 2~
4 you will take, or

(2) The reasons a protective well
would be uneconomtc

(c) If you do not have sufficient
mformation to comply with §3162 2—
3(b)(1), indicate when yau will provide
the information

(d) You must provide BLM with the
analysis under paragraph (a} of this
sechion within 60 days after we request
it

§3162 2-10 WIll BLM notify me when It
determines that drainage is occuwting?

We will send you a demand letter by
certified mail, return receipt requested,
or personally serve you with notice, 1f
we believe that drainage 15 occurring
However, your responsibility to take
protective action arises when you first
koew or had constructive notice of the
drainage, even when that date precedes
the BLM demiand letter

§3162 2-11 How soon after | know of the
likellhood of dralnage must 1 take protective
action?

(a) You must take protective achian
within a reasonable time afier the earlier
of

(1} The date you knew or had
constructive notice that the potentially
drarming well had begun to produce ml
or gas, or

2) The date we 1ssued a demand
letter for protective action

{b) Since the time required to dnll
and produce a protective well varies
according to the location and conditions
of the 01l and gas reservoir, BLM will
defermine this on & case-by-case basis
When we determine whether you took
protective action within a reasonable
time, we will consider several factars
mncluding, but not hmited to

(1) Time required to evaluate the
charactenistics and performance of the
draining well,

(2) Rag availability,

(3) Well depth,

(4) Required environmental analysas,
(5) Special lease stipulations which
provide hmited time frames in winch to

dnll, and

(6) Weather conditions

(c) If BLM determines that you did not
take protection action timely, you wall
owe compensatory royalty for the peniod
of the delay under §3162 2-12

§3162.2-12 if1hold an interest ln 2 leasa,
for what perlod will the Department assess
compensatory royalty against me?

The Department will assess
compensatory royalty beginmung on the

A}
first day of the month following the
earliest reasonable tme we determune
you should have taken protective action
You must continue to pay compensatery
royalty unti)

{a) You dnli sufficient economic
protective wells and remain n
contipuous production,

(b) We approve a umitization or
communitization agreement that
mcludes the mineral resources being
drained,

{c) The draxming well stops producing,
or

(d) You relinquish your interest in ths
Federal or Indian lease

§3162 213 tflacquire an interestina
lease that is befng dratned, will the
Department assess me for compensatory
royalty?

If you acquire an nterest in a Federal
or Indian lease through an assignment of
record title or transfer of operating
rights under thus part, you are hable for
all drainage obligations aceruing on and
after the date we approve the
assygnment or transfer

§3162 2-14 May | appeal BLM's dscislon
to require dralnage protective maasuras?

You may appeal any BLM decision
requiring you take drainage protective
measures You may request BLM State
Director review under 43 CFR 3165 3
and/or appeal to the Interior Board of
Land Appeals under 43 CFR part 4 and
subpart 1840

§3162 2-15 Who has the burden of proof
If | appeal BLM's dralnage datermination?

BLM has the burden of establishing a
prima facie case that drainage 1s
occurring and that you knew of such
drainage Then the burden of proof
shifts to you to refute the existence of
drainage or to prove there was not
sufficient mnformation to put you on
nouce of the need for drainage
protection You also have the burden of
proving that dnlling and producing
from a protective well would not be
economically feasible

§31653 [Amended)

13 Amend § 3165 3 by adding the
phrase “and the lessee(s),” after
“appropriate party” 10 the first sentence
of paragraph (a)

14 Amend §3165 4 by adding a new
paragraph (e){4) to read as follows

§31654 Appeals
* - * * *
(E] LR T

{4) When an appeal is filed under
paragraph {a) of this section from a
decision to require drainage protection,
BLM’s drainage determunation will
remain 1n effect during the appeal,

notwithstanding the provisions of 43
CFR 4 21 Compensatory royalty and
mnterest determined under 30 CFR Part
218 will continue to accrue throughout
the appeal

* L} * * *

[FR Doc 01-446 Filed 1-3-01 8 45 am|}
BILLING CODE 4310-84—P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Rallroad Admintstration

49 CFR Part 213
{Docket No. RST-90—1, Notice No 9}
RIN 2130-AB32

Track Safety Standards

AGENCY: Federal Raslroad
Admumistration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT}

ACTION: Final rule

SUMMARY: FRA amends the Track Safety
Standards to provide procedures for
track owners to use Gage Restraint
Measuring Systems (GRMS) to assess
the abiity of their track to mamtain
proper gage Under the current Track
Safety Standards, track owners must
evaluate a track's gage restraint
capability through visual inspections
conducted at frequencies and 1ntervals
specified 1n the standards With tias
amendment, track owners may monitor
gage restraint on a designated track
segment using GRMS procedures
Individuals employed by the track
owner to mspect track must be
permtted to exercise their discretion 1
judging whether the track segment
should also be visually inspected by a
qualified track 1nspector

DATES® Effective Date This final rule 1s
effective Apnl 10, 2001

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT"
Allison H MacDowell, Office of Safety
Enforcement, Federal Railroad
Admrnistration, 1120 Vermont Avenue,
NW, Mail Stop 25, Washington, DC
20590 {telephone 202—493-62386), or
Nancy Lummen Lewns, Office of Chief
Counsel, Federal Railroad
Admumstration, 1120 Vermont Avenue,
NW , Mail Stop 10, Washington, DC
20590 (telephone 202-493-6047)

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Introductary Statement

Histoncally, railroads assess a track'’s
ability to maintain gage through visual
wspect:ons of crossties and rail
fastening systems The mamtenance
decisions which determine crosstie and
rail fastener replacement within the




