
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20426 r—..—ir~V. 

AUG 3 1 1983 N840-A 

Ms. Mary D u f f i n , Esquire 
Northwest Pipeline Corporation 
P.O. Box 15 26 
Salt Lake C i t y , Utah 84110 

i | SEP 12 1983 i j | 

) t CONSERVATION DIVISION 
SANTA FE 

I n Re: Docket No. RM79-76-204 
(New Mexico-25) 
Pictured C l i f f s Formation 
Rio Arr iba and Sandoval 

Counties 

Dear Ms. D u f f i n : 

On August 1 , 1983, the Commission received Northwest Pipel ine Corporation's 
(Northwest) comments r e l a t i v e to the above referenced recommendation made by 
New Mexico that the Pictured C l i f f s Formation underlying cer ta in acreage i n 
Sandoval and Rio Arr iba Counties, New Mexico, be designated a t i g h t formation. 
Northwest states that i t s comments are l im i t ed to that acreage which i s part 
of the South Blanco Pictured C l i f f s and Bal lard Pictured C l i f f s Pools, as those 
pools were established by New Mexico Order Nos. R156 and R577, respec t ive ly , 
and asserts that due to a s i g n i f i c a n t degree of development i n these areas as 
w e l l as permeability data i n Northwest's possession ind ica t ing an o v e r a l l average 
permeability fo r 25 wells of 0.113 md. , the Commission give care fu l considera
t i o n to exclusion of the South Blanco Pictured C l i f f s and Ballard Pictured C l i f f s 
Pools from the recommended area. 

I n order to f u l l y evaluate Northwest's comments, we request that Northwest 
submit a descript ion by Section, Township and Range of the areal extent of the 
South Blanco Pictured C l i f f s and Bal lard Pictured C l i f f s Pools established by 
New Mexico Order Nos. R156 and R577, respec t ive ly . We also request that North
west submit the permeabili ty data refer red to i n i t s comments along w i t h any 
other data Northwest considers per t inent . 

cc: James W. Shelton 
Assistant D i s t r i c t Manager f o r Minerals 
United States Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Bureau of Land Management 
505 Marquette Avenue, NW Suite 815 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

Very t r u l y yours, 

D iv i s ion of Producer Audits 
and Pr ic ing 
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cc: W. Perry Pearce 
Legal Counsel to the O i l 
Conservation Division 

Department of Energy and Minerals 
P.O. Box 2088 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

William F. Carr 
Campbell, Byrd, & Black P.A. 
Jefferson Place 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Ernest L. Padilla 
P.O. Box 2523 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Jeffrey E. Jackson 
Attorney at Law 
P.O. Box 3249, Terminal Annex 
Los Angeles, C a l i f o r n i a 90051 

John H. Belson 
Regulatory A f f a i r s 
P.O. Box 3249, Terminal Annex 
Los Angeles, C a l i f o r n i a 90051 

J.S. Charles, Vice President 
Regulatory A f f a i r s 
Northwest Pipeline Corporation 
P.O. Box 1526 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110 

Kim M. Clark, Esquire 
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld 
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20036 


