
BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
OF THE 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

Re: Petition of Barney Cockburn for Un
orthodox Location on State Lease 
B-2516 in Connection with Applica
tion for Unit Operation. 

P E T I T I O N 

COMES NOW Barney Cockburn, of Artesia, New Mexico, 

and petitions the Oil Conservation Commission for an order 

permitting an unorthodox well location, and states: 

1. That the petitioner herein, Barney Cockburn, 

is the owner of an oil and gas lease issued by the State of 

New Mexico under Lease B-2516, as to the following described 

lands in Lea County, New Mexico, to wit: 

SW£ of Section 29, Township 17 South, 
Range 33 East, N.M.P.M. 

That said lands are in what is known and designated as the 

Maljamar Pool in Lea County, New Mexico. 

2. That the petitioner has four (4) producing 

v;ells in said 160 acre lease, said wells being designated, 

located and completed as follows: 

Shell State No. 1 - NW£SWi of Section 
29, Township 17 South, Range 33 East, 
N.M.P.M., completed October 31, 1943. 

Shell State No. 2 - SE£SW£ of Section 
29, Township 17 South, Range 33 East, 
N.M.P.M., completed July 28, 1943. 

Shell State No. 3 - NE&SW£ of Section 
29, Township 17 South, Range 33 East. 
N.M.P.M., completed November 19, 1943. 

Shell State No. 4 - SW£SW£ of Section 
29, Township 17 South, Range 33 East. 
N.M.P.M., completed December 12, 1943. 

That the present unit allowable for each of the proration units 

upon which said wells are located is 25 barrels per day, and 

the allowable for the 160 acres i s , therefore, 100 barrels 

per day. 



3. That the petitioner, on the basis of engineering 

information, is advised that a well i n the center of each 40 

is not sufficient to drain the said 160 acres described as the 

SW£ of Section 29, Township 17 South, Range 33 East, N.M.P.M., 

of the recoverable o i l , and your petitioner desires to d r i l l 

a well i n the approximate center of said SW£ of Section 29, 

Township 17 South, Range 33 East, N.M.P.M., to be known and 

designated as "Shell State Well No. 5 B and to be located 

1330 feet north of the south line and 1330 feet east of the 

west line of said Section 29. That the d r i l l i n g of said well, 

so petitioner i s informed and believes, w i l l result in a greater 

recovery of the recoverable o i l under said lease B-2516 as to 

the SW£ of Section 29, Township 17 South, Range 33 East, 

N.M.P.M. 

4. That your petitioner herein desires to operate 

the o i l and gas wells on said 160 acres as a unit, by producing 

the four wells now located thereon, and the proposed f i f t h 

well to be d r i l l e d , into one single tank battery, and your 

petitioner has made and f i l e d an application with the State 

Land Office of the State of New Mexico, copy of which is 

hereto attached and made a part hereof as i f f u l l y set out here

i n . 

5. That there i s attached hereto, in t r i p l i c a t e , 

petitioner's Notice of Intention to D r i l l said State Well No„ 

5, and petitioner respectfully requests approval of said 

location and his said Notice of Intention to D r i l l . 

6. That said proposed well w i l l not be nearer than 

1330 feet from any boundary line of petitioner's lease, and 

petitioner states that said well w i l l not have any adverse 

effect on any adjoining leases and w i l l result in increased 

royalties to the State of New Mexico and w i l l aid conservation 



by enabling petitioner to produce a greater portion of 

recoverable o i l under said 160 acre lease. 

7. That your petitioner does not request an 

additional allowable for said proposed well, but has made 

application for the 160 acres to be operated as a unit and 

requests that the 160 acre unit be granted an allowable not 

i n excess of four times the allowable for each single pro

ration unit in the area, so that the allowable for the 160 

acre lease w i l l not at any time exceed the unit top allowable 

for any four proration units. 

permission to d r i l l said well, to be known as Shell State 

Well No. 5, at the location shown herein and that such request 

be granted upon presentation of this Petition or, i n the event 

the Commission desires a hearing, that a day be set for 

hearing this Petition, and that a l l proper orders be made in 

the premises. 

WHEREFORE, petitioner prays that he be granted 

'Artesia, New Mexico. 



P.ei 4yplie?*tian of 
B-5jrn«y Oo okbum far 
Unit Operation oe 
atste Lease B-2516 

Honorable John 41es 
C os?s«i ssl oner ublio Lands 
Styata ?« , New vi«xiee 

Cosies nm- Barney CoeJtnurn of \rte«& He*' Mexico, 

and ,-»£e* • - • l ICH tl on to the waomJUaiojsfir of Public l^afls 

for si unit operation for o i l and ^r^isea oo state lands 

and states: 

1. that the petitioner herein, ?%arr<«y cockburn, 

ir. t he * » r as' an a i l -od .̂ es le i-.au.ed toy the cites® of 

Mew Mexico under leaae B-2516, -is to the following described 

Inads in Le« County, He« :.?o>J.c3, to-wit: 

That a si 1,1 1 «nds .are l a what i& known mi designated ?i» the 

^alj t,> i r rool in Le^ county, im^ ^ ieo. 

3. Bvat the petitioner h«a f-jtir (4) producing 

*'ells in s d c 160 <acr© Ifcawe, s-̂ id %vells feeing ^e^nsted , 

lot* ted -mc a OP?!plated as follows: 

5heil 3tate :io» 1 - &'W,r3W4 of Section 
29» Tawwshlp 17 South , ".: -aige 3 3 « s t , 
iv.-.--. sow plated Octone* 31, 1943. 

Shell -.-•t.ate fe'o. 2 - 8 S l » i of mention • 
29, jtountiklp 17 south, Sange 33 saat, 
i . u v^„ , ooapleted July 28, 1943* 

ahell >t tte Nu, 3 - HS|BW| of section 
29 # Toi«iahlp 17 south, Range 33 cast, 

- . r . . , completed itoveribe* 19, 1943* 

3^4 of Jeetlan 2V, f.jwnahip 17 oa 
k age 3 3 Sast, r«. '. * ?. 

uth, 



Shell j i tatt Ko» 4 - SWASWi of seotion 
29, Township 17 south, Range 33 Sast, 

K . ? f c o m p l e t e d ueeember 12, 1943* 

That the present unit -allowable for each of the proration unite 

upon tiftioh aaid wells are lneated la 25 barrels per a .ay, and 

the allowable for the 160 acres I s , therefore, 100 herrele per 

day. 

3. The jet I t i oner, on the basis of engineering 

information, i s advised th at a well in the center of ©aoh 

forty acre tr^et is not sufficient to drain end produce the 

recoverable a i l under the a al d 160 acres described as the 

3W4 section 19, fewnahip 17 south, B*nj$» 33 last, . . u ; 

and your petitioner desires to d r i l l a wall v&ich wil l be 

located in the mkmi of eotion 29, I*. 17 B . , R. 33 R.» 

N. «.;-. ta i>e Icnoan and designated as Shell state No. 5. 

to be loc ted 1330 feet north of ths south line, and 1330 

f •. et east of ths *?est 11ns of section 29, 17 3 . , h • 33 I * , 

that the drilling of aaid well, so petitioner is 

informed md believes, will result in a greater recovery of 

the recoverable oil under aaid 160 acres. 

4, Thst your petitioner desires to operate the 

oil ijjd gas ^ells an sHid 160 ores as a unit by producing 

the four wella now located thereon, aad the proposed f i f th 

well to be Grilled, into one simile tank battery, and states: 

(a) that suah proposed unit operation wi l l 

tend to promote the conservation of o i l or gm and the 

better utilization of the reservoir energy 

(b) that toe entire 3Wi cf Section 29, T. 17 3« v 

K• 33 2;., }]. .> . . , i s lnolwde* In a single state Leaae from 

the state of Hew Mexico, and tbat tha entire ownership af 

the coiner Is thereunder Is the senna on each forty acre tract, 

JLLEG1BLE 
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and ths state of Umt tesdeo * i l l receive Its fu l l share of 

the recoverable oil under the proponed unit operation, snd 

the said four forty -ere tracts included in the 160 acres 

are a l l of the san» institutional lands. 

§. That your petitioner aesires to operate 

said 160 acres as a unit for the further reason that the 

wells now located thereon do not at this tiae produce the 

forty acre unit allowable production, nnd your petitioner in 

making application to the Oil conservation Cosktission for 

the location of this well and for a unit allowable not ia 

excess of f our tiiaes the allowable for each single production 

unit in the area, so feat the allowable for the 160 acres 

will not at any tiae exceed the unit top allowable for any 

four proration units. 

6. mat s^id well wi l l not he nearer than 1310 

feet from any counts ry line of petitioner*!} lease, and peti

tioner states that said well wil l not have any adverse effect 

oa any adjoining leases, and vdLll result in increased royalties 

tD tbe -tats of Mew 'eiico and aid conservation and vdll enable 

petitioner to produce a greater portion of the recoverable 

o i l under aaM 160 acre lease. 

mREPORis, petitioner prays that the Commissioner 

of ; ublic Lands consent to and .c prove the development and 

oper atl on of state Ls-uee B-2516 as a unit, with the under

signed petitioner as the unit opentor. 

Petitioner 1 * 

attorney "far petitioner 
vrteaia, New Mexico 

-ILLEGIBLE 


