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BEFORE- THE 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Hobbs, New Mexico 
October 31, 1956 

IN THE MATTER OF: * 

CASE NO. 1167 

BEFORE: 

Warren ¥. Mankin, Examiner 

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING 

EXAMINER MANKIN: The hearing w i l l come to order. The f i r s t case on 

the Docket today is Case No. 1167. 

GURLEY: Case II67, the application of Plemons and Hewitt for an order 

granting permission to commingle o i l i n exception to Rule 303 of the New Mexico 

Oil Conservation Commission's Rules and Regulations* 

JACK PLEMONS 

having f i r s t been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as follows: 

3y Mr. A. J. Losee 

Q. Will you state your name please? 

A. Jack Plemons. 

Q. Where do you live Mr, Plemons? 

A. In Artesiaa 

Q. Are you and Nr. Elton L. Hewitt the O'-ners of the Federal Oil and 

Gas Lease LCO 6^015? 

The application of Plemons and Hewitt for an order 
granting permission to commingle o i l i n exception 
to Rule 303 of the New Mexico Oil Conservation 
Commission Rules and Regulations. Applicants, i n 
the above-styled cause, seek an order granting 
permission to produce o i l from the Fren Pool and 
Premier Pool into common tankage; said o i l to be 
produced from applicants' Friess No, 1 Well i n the 
Eddy County, New Mexico, and the Friess No. 2 Well 
i n the SE/1 NW/U of said Section 30 (Fren Pool). 



A. We are , 

Q, I s tha t an 80-acre lease? 

A. Yes* 

Q. I t s granted that the E/2 NW of Section 30, Township 17 South, 

Range 31 East, Eddy County? 

A. Yes, 

Q* Is that lease subject to certain overriding royalties out of 

production? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Are those overriding royalties out of production the same on each 

liO-acre tract? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When did you acquire this property? When did you and Mr. Hewitt 

acquire this property? 

A. This year, 

Q. In March of this year of 1°£6? 

A. Yes* 

Q. Was there any production on the property at the time you acquired i t ? 

A. Yeah, three wells» 

Q. Were there three wells? 

A. Yes, 

Q. What were they designated as? 

A# Fren No. 1, yeah, No. 2 and 3. 

Q, How much o i l were they making at the time, approximately? 

A. About 6-7 barrelso 

Q. A l l three wells? 

A. Yeah, 

0. They were producing out of what Pool? 

A. Fren, 

Q. Are you s t i l l producing the Fren No, 3? 
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A. No, 

Q.o Have you plugged i t ? 

A. No, 

Q. Now, has i t been abandoned? 

A. No, i t s just been shut i n , 

Q, Did you deepen any of these wells? 

A, Wait a minute, we plugged No, 3j did you say 3 or 2? 

Q. Yes, 

A. We plugged No. 3. 

Q. No. 2 i s the one that is shut in? 

A. Thats shut i n , 

Q. Did you deepen the No, 1 Well? 

A. Yes, 

Q. To what Pool? 

A, To the Premier* 

Q, Did you obtain production i n the Premier? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Approximately how much o i l are you producing out of the Premier i n 

this Well No, 1? 

A, From 18 to 2£ barrels, 

Q. And your No, 2 Well i s the Fren Well that is shut i n at this time.^ 

A. Yes, 

Q. Why is that well shut in? 

A, Well, i t just was'nt making enough o i l to set a battery there, so we 

shut i t i n , 

Q, What would you have to do to produce the No, 2? 

A. Set a battery there, 

Q. Would you have to run flow lines? 

A» Yeah, about 800 feet of f low l ine* 

Q. Mr, Plemons, I hand you what has been marked as Applicants' Exhibit 1 



and ask you what that is? 

A, Yeah, t h i s i s the production,, 

Q. A record of the production from these Fren Wells - - - Fren 1 and 

Fren No. 2 Wells? 

A* Yeah, previous to '55. 

Q. On the Fren No, 2? 

A. Yeah, 

Q. What was the annual production from the Fren No, 2 during 1955? For 

the year? 

A. ; * e l l , i t would be 705 barrels, but that was going together, so I guess 

that was the allowable, that was before I obtained the lease, 

Q, Well, that would be somewhat around 2 barrels a day? 

A, Yeah, yeah, 

Q. Has the w e l l , up t i l the time you temporarily abandoned i t i n t h i s 

year, i s that about the production record? 

A, Yeah, 

Q, Now, about your Fren No, 1 which i s producing out of the Premier, 

what about i s the average production of i t ? 

A, Well, i t s f a l l e n o f f now, but I have been running from 18 to 25 

barrels. 

LOSEE: This i s a record of the production on t h i s e x h i b i t , applicant 

offers t h i s as Exhibit No. 1. 

EXAI'UHER MANKIN: Do you have any other exhibits? 

LOSEE: No. 

EXAMINER MANKIN: Is there objection to Exhibit No. 1 i n t h i s case, i f not 

i t w i l l be so entered, 

C-UELEZ: I f i t please the Examiner, you prepared these figures yourself, 

did you Mr. Plemons? 

PEEMONS: The bookkeeper prepared them. 

C-URLEY: They were prepared under your direction? 



PLEMONS: Beg your pardon? 

GURLEY: They were prepared under your supervision? 

PLEMONS: No, he just took i t off the o i l runs off the daily gauge 

tickets. 

LOSEE: Mr, Plemons, what do you request the Commission i n this appli

cation to accomplish? 

PLEMONS: To run the o i l together, 

LOSEE: From the Fren Pool 

PLEMONS: And the Premier Pool, 

LOSEE: And the Premier Pool, 

LOSEE: I f you were not allowed to run this Fren No. 2, a 2-barrel 

well, what would happen to that well? 

PLEMONS: We would apply for r e l i e f as quick as we can, 

LOSEE: For the present - - - - - - - - - - - -

LOSEE: I believe thats a l l I have of Mr, Plemons, I would like the 

record to show with reference to notification that the USGS and the three 

offset operators, Three States Natural Gas, Southern Production, and Fren 

Oil Company were forwarded a copy cf the application by myself on October the 

10th. 

EXAIHRER MANKIN: Mr. Plemons, presently Well No, 2 is a very small well, 

is that correct? 

PLEMONS: Yes. 

EXAMINER MANKIN: You do not feel from an economic standpoint, that you 

could set' another tank battery to measure separately the production from the 

No. 2 Well? 

A. No. 

EXAMINER MANKIN. However, the No. 1 Well is i n the neighborhood of 18 

to 2.5 barrels a day production? 

A. Yes, 

EXAMINER MANKIN: In the Premier Pool? 



A. Yes, 

EXAMINER MANKIN: Whereas the No. 2 life 11 i s i n the Fren Pool at 

shallower depth? 

A. Yes, 

EXAMINER MANKIN: The No. 1 W e l l , how has i t been producing since June, 

i n t o a temporary tank battery? 

A. No, i n the same old tank ba t t e ry , but we j u s t abandoned the No. 2, 

I t went i n t o the o l d Fren tank bat tery* 

EXAMINER MANKIN: Oh, I see. The No. 2 has been temporarily abandoned 

wai t ing to obtain resu l t s from t h i s hearing* 

A. Yes* 

EXAMINER MANKIN: And the No. 1 has been produced i n the Premier Pool 

at a greater depth, an 18 to 2$ barrel well. 

A. Yes. 

EXAMINER MANKIN: Is there further question of the witness i n this case, 

Mr. Reider? 

REIDER: Mr, Plemons, would you mind t e l l i n g us how you propose to 

maintain some control of the well? In other words, what w i l l you have i n the 

way of other battery equipment? 

PLEMONS: Do you mean to test them? 

REIDER: Yes, s i r . In other words i t would be necessary to perform 

regular tests, I wondered what you had i n mind i n the order of battery and 

equipment to do that, 

PLEMONS: I don't get your question, 

REIDER: How are you going to be able to t e l l which well is producing 

what? 

PLEMONS: W e l l , you j u s t have to shut one down and then produce the 

other and then produce them a week and then shut the other one down, and tes t 

i t up, i n other •words* get the na tura l production* 



REIDER: I t would be necessary then to shut i n the other wel l s . 

PLEMONS: Yes. 

REIDER: These wel ls are marginal and could not make up the under

production while shut down* 

PLEMONS: H e l l , they a l l make up„ I ' v e never seen one tha t d i d ' n t . 

REIDER: I t would make up? 

PLEMONS: Yes, however i t would make up f o r two or three days, or 

possibly a week, but they would'nt make up, of course, f o r s i x t y days. 

EXAMINER MANKIN: So f o r purposes of gas -o i l r a t i o tests or production 

t e s t , you could 'n t - - - - - - -

PLEMONS: You could j u s t shut one down and produce, tes t the one that you 

•were pumping every day. 

EXAMINER MANKIN: Is there f u r t h e r question of the witness? I f no t , the 

witness may be excused and we w i l l take the case under advisement* 



STATE OF NEW MEXICO ) 
: ss 

COUNTY OF SANTA FE ) 

I , Doris Arnold, do hereby c e r t i f y that the foregoing and 

attached transcript of proceedings before the New Mexico Oil Commission 

examiner at Hobbs, New Mexico, i s a true and correct record, to the 

best of my knowledge, skill..and a b i l i t y . 

Dated at Santa Fe, New Mexico thi s 7th day of January, 19?7» 


