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3SPORE THE 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Roswel l , New Mexico 
A p r i l 16, 19£8 

IN THE MATTER OP: : 

CASE NO. li|-2k A p p l i c a t i o n of Humble O i l and. R e f i n i n g : 
Company f o r an unorthodox w e l l l o c a t i o n : 
A p p l i c a n t , i n the above-s ty led cause, : 
seeks an order a u t h o r i z i n g an unor tho- : 
dox o i l w e l l l o c a t i o n f o r i t s Fede ra l - ; 
Nor th K i r t l a n d U n i t W e l l No. 1 a t a : 
p o i n t 1230 f e e t f r o m the Nor th l i n e and: 
998 f e e t f r o m the East l i n e of Sect ion : 
19, Township 30 N o r t h , Range l l j . West, : 
San Juan County, New Mexico, sa id w e l l : 
t o be d r i l l e d as a w i l d c a t t o the Da- : 
ko t a f o r m a t i o n . : 

BEFORE: 

Mr. A . Lo Por te r 
Mr. Murray Morgan 
Honorable Edwin L . Mechem 

TRANSCRIPT OP PROCEEDINGS 

MR. PORTER: We w i l l consider next Case No. II4.2I4.. 

MR. COOLEY: A p p l i c a t i o n of Humble O i l and R e f i n i n g 

Company f o r an unorthodox w e l l l o c a t i o n . 

MH. BRATTON: I am Howard B r a t t o n of Hervey, Dow & 

H i n k l e , Roswe l l , New Mexico, r e p r e s e n t i n g Humble O i l £c R e f i n i n g 

Company. We have one \gitness i n t h i s case and ask t h a t he be swor 

(Witness sworn) 

HOMER A . WEEKS 

c a l l e d as a w i tnes s , hav ing been f i r s t d u l y sworn on oa th , t e s t i f i 

as f o l l o w s : 

ed 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BRATTON: 

Q W i l l you state your name, p o s i t i o n and experience, sir? 

A Homer A. Weeks. I graduated from the University of 

Oklahoma with a B* S. degree i n C i v i l Engineering i n 19^8. Since 

that time I have worked f o r Humble O i l & Refining Company. For 

the l a s t year I have worked at Framington up u n t i l A p r i l the 1st 

of t h i s year when I was transferred to Snyder, Texas. 

Q Are you f a m i l i a r with the area included i n t h i s applica

tion? 

A Yes.' 

Q Did you stake that location as the d i s t r i c t engineer at 

Farmington? 

A Yes, s i r . 

MRo BRATTON: Are the witness* q u a l i f i c a t i o n s acceptable? 

MR. PORTER: Yes, s i r , they are. 

Q Referring t o what has been marked Humble*s Exhibit No. 

1, w i l l you explain what that i s and what i t shows, Mr. Weeks? 

A Humble*s Exhibit No. 1 i s a map showing Section 19 of 

Township 30 North, Range l l j . West, with the topography of the north

east quarter shown. The portion around the location i n that area 

i s dominated by three levels of a mesa. The highest l e v e l i s 

shaded red, the next l e v e l i s shaded green, and the lowest l e v e l 

of the mesa i s shaded yellow. The difference i n the elevation 

represented here i s approximately 2£ f e e t , and i t * s another f o r t y 
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or f i f t y feet from the lower mesa down to the bottom of t i e wash, 

to the south of that mesa. Also shown on th i s map i s the called 

location, which was 990 feet.from the north and east l ines and 

also the location as constrtteted, which was 2if0 feet south of the 

called location. 

Q The projected well i s a Dakota test? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q And you hope for o i l production? 

A Yes. 

Q Gould be gas product!©**? 

A Yes. 

Q Does Exhibit No. 1 show the lease ownership in the ares 

A Well, I t shows a l l of th i s acreage as Humble* s. Actu

a l l y , the northeast quarter I s an assignment to Humble, and Humble 

has the rest of the area, a l l except that in section — a portion 

of 2ij. and 2£ . Humble has an option on the rest of that acreage. 

Q I t i s a l l out of the same basic lease and Humble has 

exercised the option on the northeast quarter and holds the re 

mainder of the acreage under option? 

A That i s correct• 

Q So that royalty I s ooisaaon throughout the entire area 

shown in the map? 

A Most of i t . 

Q Except in 2h, and 2£? 

A Yes. 

? 
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Q And titsroverridingroyalty would fee tti© same? 

A Yea. 

Q Referring to th* Ss3aibits which have been marked Ex

h ib i t s 2, 3 and Ij., w i l l you explain what they are and what they 

show? 

A Exhibit 2 i s a pi<i^a_*« of the location and the area 

looking southeast. The three leve l s of the mesa are defined and 

the location prepared, which 4« c irc led on the r ight , I s on the 

lower elevation mesa, and the other two levels are c learly visibl< 

on Exhibits 2 and 3- Picture 3 was taken looking inra northeastei 

ly direction approximately tike same distance from the location. 

Exhibit Ij. I s a eloseup picture of the location, and i t was taken 

primarily to show the roek that i s in that and that would-be en

countered i f the location were made In i t s called location. That 

i s 990 feet out of the corner* 

Q I f the location were made in the called location of 

990 feet out of the corner, ceuld a satisfactory location be made' 

A Well, economically, i f a location were made there, i t 

would be a small location, smaller than we would normally l ike to 

use. Anyway, we build i t , I t weuld necessitate having the working 

p i t s and the reserve p i t s Ih a wash and completely blocking the 

wash. 

Q For topographic reasons, then, the proposed location It 

the closest feasible location to the called location? 

A Well, I t » s the most feasible location In that ij.0 acres. 
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Q tflsere i a the nearest procVctotion to t i l l s are at 

A There are two, I think, shallow gas wells that are shut 

In approximately two miles south, There i s a Dakota gas well, I 

believe, to the best of my knowledge, approximately six miles east 

and there i s another gas well approximately six miles or f i v e milqs 

west, and i n ttie Verde Gallup Field, the closest well unit Is ap

proximately f i v e miles north or a l i t t l e northwest. 

Q So, Mr. Weeks, f o r topographic reasons, a satisfactory 

location could not be made i n the called location? 

A That i s correct. 

Q And the ownership of the working Interest, royalty, anc 

overriding royalty within a half a mile i n either direction i s 

common? 

A Yes. 

Q Was Exhibit No. 1 made by you or under your direction? 

A Yes. 

Q And Exhibits 2, 3 and !j. are pict o r a l representations 

of areas as you have explained them? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q I would l i k e to introduce Humble*s Exhibits 1 through 

MR. PORTER: Without objection they w i l l be admitted. 

Any questions? 

GROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. NUTTER: 
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Q In the event Hutnbl© d r i l l s Well Se. 1 and obtains o i l 

and the pool i s spaced on the l̂ CM&ore state-wide pattern, would i t 

be possi&ke for Humble to d r i l l a standard location in the south

east quarter of the northeast quarter? 

A In the southeast quarter of the northeast? 

Q Yes, s i r . 

A I t w i l l be very d i f f i c u l t and i t w i l l be extremely ex

pensive, more expensive than would be, of course, In an o i l f i e l d . 

Q I f you were to d r i l l an o i l well in the southeast quar

ter of the northeast quarter, could I t be a standard location? 

A You mean a 660? 

Q No, s i r . 

A Within 330 of the l ine? 

Q Yes, s i r . 

A I am sure we could f ind some place within that square 

that we could build a location, yes, s i r . I hope so. I t « s an 

extremely rough area. I don't imagine that i t would be taken as 

t the original called locations were given. 

Q What I was wondering, i f th is should turn out to be an 

o i l wel l , i t* s only 90 feet from the south l ine of the J4.0 acres ir 

which i t i s situated, isn*t i t ? I was just wondering i f this i s 

going to require, moving a w»l l down 90 feet from the south end of 

the southeast quarter in the northeast quarter, i f th is would be 

a chain reaction that would be followed, or i f you could build a 

standard location to offset the wel l . 
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A I wouldn«t know aJsput that unt i l I try to stake the lo-

cation. I 

Q Have you shown the complete topography in th© northeast 

section? 

A Well, of course, i t i s concentrated mostly where the 

location i s , but as you owi see the topography as shown for the 

whole quarter section. @i^ft^urs©, I have more definite Informatlc n 

on this immediate area because that I s where we were trying to put 

our location. The other l a fr^si a e r i a l photographs and from the 

f i e l d notes of the surveyor who surveyed the l ines and then that 

portion that 1 traversed when 1 was staking the legation. 

MR. NUTTER: Thank pmtm 

A I s that suff ic ient? 

MR. NUTTER: Yes, s i r . 

QUESTIONS BX MR. UTZ: 

Q In your opinion* are you more l ike ly to get a gas well 

here than an o i l well? 

A I am a c i v i l engineer, not a geologist. 

Q What does your geologist say? 

A According to what they turned i n , I guess they think 

they are going to get o i l * 

Q I believe you t e s t i f i ed the nearest Dakota production 

was gas? 

A Well, as f a r as I know, there i s a Dakota gas well s ix 

miles east . Now, as f a r as the Verde Gallup F i e l d , l ike I say, i1 
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i i a i i i t l © closer to the nir^t w îere they got Dakota production. 

I don*t guess anybody knows because they stopped at the Q-allup. 

MR. PORTER: Anyone else hare a question of the wit

ness? The witness may he excused. 

(Witness excused) 

MR. PORTER: AM? further testimony to be presented in 

this case? Any statements? We wi l l take the case under advise* 

ment. 
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STATE CF NEW MEXICO } 
: ss 

COUNTY. OF BERNALILLO ) 

I , 3. A. TRUJILLO, Notary Public In and for the County of 

Bernal i l lo , State of New Mexico, do hereby cer t i fy that the fore

going and attached Transcript of Proceedings before the New Meiie* 

O i l Conservation Commission was reported by me in stenotype and 

reduced to typewritten transcript under ray personal supervision, 

and that the same i s a true attd correct record to the best of ray 

knowledge, s k i l l and a b i l i t y . 

WITNESS my Hand and Seal th i s day af yft+y .19^8 

in the City of Albuquerque, County of Bernal i l lo , state of New 

Mexico* 

( J 'Notary Public/ 

My commission expiress 

October I960. 

1 
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