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BEFORE THE 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

I N THE MATTER OF: 

CASE 1714-3 Application of Newmont O i l Company f o r an un
orthodox water I n j e c t i o n well l o c a t i o n . Ap
p l i c a n t , i n the above-styled cause, seeks an 
order authorizing i t to reopen and u t i l i z e 
f o r water i n j e c t i o n a w e l l located on an un
orthodox location at a point 1620 feet from 
the North l i n e and 1020 feet from the West 
l i n e of Section 32, Township 16 South, Range 
31 East, Square Lake Pool, Eddy County, New 
Mexico. 

BEFORE: 

Danie l S. N u t t e r , Examiner. 

T R A N S C R I P T O F P R O C E E D I N G S 

MR. NUTTER: Take next Case 171+3. 

MR. PAYNE: Case 17i-!-3. A p p l i c a t i o n of Newmont O i l 

Company f o r an unorthodox water i n j e c t i o n w e l l l o c a t i o n . 

MR. NUTTER: I s anyone present f r o m the Newmont O i l 

Company? We w i l l take t h a t case a f t e r 1714-8. 

•3C-::--;KC--;KKK:-

MH. NUTTER: Take next Case 17ij-3. 

MR. PAYNE: I n view of the fact that no representative 

from Newmont i s here, I recommend that t h i s case be dismissed. I f 

i t i s redocketed, the charges w i l l be b i l l e d against Newmont. I 
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a l so recommend, Mr . Examiner, t h a t we make sure t h a t i n j e c t i o n i s 

not t a k i n g place i n t h i s w e l l . They o r i g i n a l l y advised us t h a t 

they wanted t o d r i l l t h i s w e l l as soon as p o s s i b l e . The Secretary 

D i r e c t o r gave them a u t h o r i t y t o d r i l l i t so l o n g as they d i d n ' t 

i n j e c t water i n t o i t . 

MR. NUTTER: We w i l l d ismiss Case No. 171+3-
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STATS OF NEW MEXICO ) 
) ss 

COUNTY OF BERNALILLO ) 

I , J. A. T r u j i l l o , Notary Public i n and f o r the County of 

B e r n a l i l l o , State of New Mexico, do hereby c e r t i f y that the fore

going and attached Transcript of Proceedings before the New Mex

ico O i l Conservation Commission was reported by me i n Stenotype anjd 

reduced to typewritten t r a n s c r i p t by me, and that the same i s a 

true and correct record to the best of my knowledge, s k i l l and 

a b i l i t y . 

WITNESS my Hand and Seal t h i s , the £ day of J y ^ i * ^ . ^ 

195v, i n the City of Albuquerque, County of B e r n a l i l l o , State of 

New Mexico. 

My Commission Expires: 

October 5, I960 

K do hereby c e r t i f y that tne -'foregoing i a 
a complete record of the proceedings im 
the Exanirx-- hewing of J ^ o .No 
heard by i;.e on ..... -19. vdTjg. 

New Mexico Oil Conservation .CommLss&na, 
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BEFORE THE 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1939 

I N THE MATTER OF: 

CASE 1762 Application of Newmont O i l Company f o r an un
orthodox water i n j e c t i o n well l o c a t i o n . Appli
cant, i n the above-styled cause, seeks an order 
authorizing i t to reopen and u t i l i z e f o r water 
i n j e c t i o n a wel l located on an unorthodox loca
t i o n at a point 1620 feet from the North l i n e 
and 1020 feet from the West l i n e of Section 32, 
Township 16 South, Range 31 East, Square Lake 
Pool, Eddy County, New Mexico. 

BEFORE: 

Danie l S. N u t t e r , Examiner 

T R A N S C R I P T O F P R O C E E D I N G S 

MR. NUTTER: We w i l l take next Case No. 1762. 

MR. PAYNE: Case 1762. A p p l i c a t i o n of Newmont O i l 

Company f o r an unorthodox water i n j e c t i o n w e l l l o c a t i o n . 

MR. CAMPBELL: Mr . Examiner, I«m Jack M. Campbell, 

Campbell & R u s s e l l , Roswel l , New Mexico, appear ing on b e h a l f of 

the a p p l i c a n t . 

(Witness sworn) 

HERMAN LEDBETTER, 

c a l l e d as a w i tne s s , hav ing been f i r s t d u l y sworn, t e s t i f i e d as 

f o l l o w s : 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR o CAMPBELL: 

Q W i l l you state your name, please? 

A Herman Ledbetter. 

Q Where do you l i v e , Mr. Ledbetter? 

A Artesia, New Mexico. 

Q By whom are you employed and i n what capacity? 

A Newmont O i l Company, production superintendent. 

Q As a part ol' your duties, are you supervising the 

operation of the Square Lake Pool flood f o r Newmont Oil Company? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q Are you acquainted with the application of Newmont 

i n t h i s case? 

A Yes, s i r . 

(Thereupon, Newmont»s Exhibit No. 
1 was marked f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . ) 

Q I refer you to what has been i d e n t i f i e d as Appli

cant* s Exhibit No. 1, and ask you to state what that is? 

A This i s a map of the Square Lake, East Square Lake 

F i e l d . 

Q And what are you seeking i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r a p p l i 

ca t ion , Mr. Ledbetter? 

A Permission to re-enter an old hole that i s - - was 

an unorthodox location. 

Q You are not seeking i n t h i s hearing authority to i n -
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j e c t water i n t h i s w e l l , are you? 

A No. 

Q W i l l you point out on Exhibit 1 there where the well 

i s located? 

A I t i s located 1020 feet from the West l i n e and 1620 

feet from the North l i n e of Section 32, Township 16 South, Range 

31 East. 

(Thereupon, Newmont1s Exhibit No 
2 was marked f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

Q, I hand you, Mr. Ledbetter, what has been i d e n t i f i e d 

as Applicant*s Exhibit No. 2, and ask you to state what that i s , 

please? 

A This i s a plat showing the location of t h i s w e l l . 

Q, I s that c e r t i f i e d by a professional land surveyor? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q That w e l l , Mr. Ledbetter, i s actually situated f u r 

ther i n to your property than away from adjacent properties than 

the normal location, i s i t not? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q Have you done any work on t h i s w e l l , Mr. Ledbetter? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q Did you discuss i t with the representative of the 

Commission before you did any work on the well? 

A Yes, s i r , i t was discussed with Mr. Armstrong i n the 

Artesia Conservation o f f i c e . 
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Q And did he advise you that you could, at your r i s k , 

go ahead and do some work, but that you could not i n j e c t any wate 

into the w e l l u n t i l you obtained Commission approval i n the usual 

manner? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q, W i l l you state to the Examiner f o r t h i s record what 

you have done with regard to that well? 

A We have reopened the w e l l and set surface -- 7 inch 

surface pipe inside the old 8 5/8 surface pipe at 2iji| f e e t , and 

run ir|- inch casing to 3386 feet and cemented i t . 

Q How, what you are seeking i s the authority to — 

formal authority t o re-enter t h i s unorthodox w e l l -- unorthodox 

located w e l l , i s that correct? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q Approva l of the unorthodox l o c a t i o n ? 

A Yes, s i r . 

MR. CAMPBELL: I b e l i e v e t ha t*s a l l the ques t ions I 

have. 

MR. NUTTER: I s t h i s proposed well that i s to be 

used on the i n j e c t i o n well on the general ove r a l l water i n j e c t i o n 

pattern. 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q — even though i t d i f f e r e n t i a t e s from i t by a few 

feet? 

A Yes, s i r . 
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MR. PAYNE: Mr. Ledbe t t e r , what water f l o o d i s t h i s 

i n , or what genera l area? 

A The East Square Lake F i e l d . 

MR. PAYNE: East Square Lake. 

MR. NUTTER: And the w e l l has not been used as an 

i n j e c t i o n w e l l t o da t e . 

A No, s i r . 

MR. PAYNE: And you say you are not ask ing f o r permi 

s ion a t t h i s t ime to use i t as an i n j e c t i o n w e l l ? 

A No, s i r . 

MR. PAYNE: The advert isement was broad enough t h a t 

you could be asking to do tha t? 

MR. CAMPBELL: I s i t ? 

MR. PAYNE: Yes, s i r . 

MR. CAMPBELL: I d i d n ' t prepare the a p p l i c a t i o n , and 

I am not acquainted w i t h the adver t i sement . 

MR. PAYNE: Here i s what i t p r o v i d e s , Mr . Campbell: 

" A p p l i c a n t , i n the above-s ty led cause, seeks an order 
a u t h o r i z i n g i t t o reopen and u t i l i z e f o r water i n 
j e c t i o n a w e l l l oca ted on an unorthodox l o c a t i o n a t 
a p o i n t 1620 f e e t f r o m the Nor th l i n e and 1020 f e e t 
f r o m the West l i n e of Sec t i on 32, Townsnip 16 South, 
Range 31 East , Square Lake Poo l , Eddy County, New 
Mexico . " 

QUESTIONS BY MR. CAMPBELL: 

Q Mr. Ledbe t t e r , do you contemplate t h a t i n the r e l a 

t i v e l y near f u t u r e you w i l l des i re t o use t h i s w e l l as a water 

i n j e c t i o n w e l l ? A Yes, s i r . 

3-
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Q I s i t i n the v i c i n i t y of the p r e s e n t l y ope ra t i ng f l o 

area? 

A Yes, s i r . 

MR. CAMPBELL: I f the Commission p lease , I b e l i e v e 

t h i s may be one of those e a r l i e r orders which does not con ta in 

any a d m i n i s t r a t i v e procedures f o r water i n j e c t i o n w e l l s . 

MR. PAYNE: I t h i n k t h a t ' s c o r r e c t . 

MR. CAMPBELL: And under those ci rcumstances , and 

since the advert isement i s s u f f i c i e n t to cover t h a t , we would l i k 

t o i nc lude t h a t as a p a r t of t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n , t o avoid an a d d i 

t i o n a l h e a r i n g . 

CROSS EXAMINATION . 

BY MR. NUTTER: 

Q Mr. Ledbe t t e r , i s the Newmond O i l Company's No. 1 

W e l l , which i s loca ted i n the NW/1+ of the NW/Lj. of Sec t ion 32, 

has i t rece ived any response f r o m the water f l o o d ? 

A No, s i r . 

Q I t hasn ' t ? 

A No, s i r . 

Q You would not place the No. 2 W e l l , which i s the un

orthodox loca ted w e l l , t h a t i s the subjec t of t h i s h e a r i n g today, 

you would not place t h a t on water i n j e c t i o n u n t i l such t ime as 

the No. 1 W e l l i n the NE/1+ NW/1| had rece ived a response f r o m the 

water f l o o d , would you? 

A Yes, s i r , i n our p l a n we f e e l i t would be advantag-

>d 

3 
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8 
eous to ask to go ahead. 

Q That would be i n an e f f o r t to cause the No. 1 Well i i 

Unit D to have a response from the water flood sooner, correct? 

A Yes, s i r . 

QUESTIONS BY MR. PAYNE: 

©, Would you have any objection to making the approval, 

i n j e c t i o n i n t o t h i s w e l l , contingent upon the No. 1 Well receiving 

a response? 

A Yes, s i r . I f e e l that f o r our best overall opera

ti o n s , i t would be better to sta r t i n j e c t i o n i n t o the No. 2 Well 

Q Now, i t i s not i n the p i l o t area, i s i t ? 

A Well, not as outlined on t h i s map, but we would l i k e 

to include i t . 

QUESTIONS BY MR. NUTTER: 

So, i n e f f e c t , t h i s would be expansion of the p i l o t area 

i n t o an area that has not received a response? 

A That* s r i g h t . 

MR. CAMPBELL: Mr. Examiner, these properties were 

acquired by New raont O i l Company from Ambassador Oil Corporation, 

which obtained the authority f o r the o r i g i n a l p i l o t f l o o d , I woul^ 

presume, and i n the normal course of events Newmont O i l Company 

w i l l have to come before the Commission with t h e i r overall pro

ject plan and obtain whatever Order the Commission sees f i t to 

issue with regard to expansion and water i n j e c t i o n wells. For 

that reason, I would f e e l that i t might be appropriate at t h i s 
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t ime t o con f ine t h i s p a r t i c u l a r hea r ing t o proper a u t h o r i t y t o re 

enter the unorthodox w e l l , and t o proceed i n regard t o expansion 

on water i n j e c t i o n v i a another h e a r i n g , or under Statewide Rules , 

i f such are adopted. 

MR. NUTTER: Does anyone have any f u r t h e r ques t ions 

of Mr . Ledbet ter? He may be excused. 

(Witness excused) 

MR. NUTTER: Does anyone have any th ing f u r t h e r ? 

MR. CAMPBELL: I would l i k e t o o f f e r E x h i b i t s 1 and 

2 i n evidence . 

MR. NUTTER: Wi thout o b j e c t i o n , Newmont*s E x h i b i t s 

1 and 2 w i l l be en t e r ed . 

(Whereupon, Newmont1s E x h i b i t s 
Nos. 1 and 2 were rece ived i n 
evidence . ) 

MR. NUTTER: Does anyone have any th ing f u r t h e r they 

wish t o o f f e r i n Case 1762? We w i l l take t h a t case under advise

ment and take a ten-minute recess . 

(Short recess . ) 
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STATE OP NEW MEXICO ) 
) ss 

COUNTY OP BERNALILLO } 

I , J . A . T r u j i l l o , Notary P u b l i c i n and f o r the County of 

B e r n a l i l l o , S ta te of New Mexico, do hereby c e r t i f y t h a t the f o r e 

going and a t tached T r a n s c r i p t of Proceedings before the New Mexic 

O i l Conservat ion Commission was r epo r t ed by me i n Stenotype and 

reduced to t y p e w r i t t e n t r a n s c r i p t by me, and tha t the same i s a 

t r u e and c o r r e c t record t o the best of my knowledge, s k i l l and 

a b i l i t y . 

WITNESS my Hand and Seal t h i s , the /J? ' day of / { e / , s , 

1959, i n the C i t y of Albuquerque, County of B e r n a l i l l o , State of 

New Mexico. 

<S NOTARY PUBLIC^' 

My Commission Exp i res : 

October 5, I960 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing — 
a complete record of the proceedings 
the Examiner hearing of Case No. ' • 
heard by me on , 19sl^~ 

S~ ^NA<4-f <̂ .-««•»•-—— • ExainuaM. 
Sj^TMexico O i l Conservation Commisasaaoi 
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