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BEFORE THE 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
State Land O f f i c e B u i l d i n g 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 
November 3C, 1950 

32iAMINER HEARING 

IN THE MATTER OP: 

A p p l i c a t i o n of Redfern and Herd, I n c . , f o r 
an order f o r c e - p o o l i n g a standard 320-acre 
gas p r o r a t i o n u n i t i n the Basin-Dakota Pool. 
A p p l i c a n t , i n the above-styled cause, seeks 
an order f o r c e - p o o l i n g a l l mineral i n t e r e s t s 
i n the Dakota Producing I n t e r v a l i n the W/2 
of Section 29, Township 29 North, Range 11 
West, Basin-Dakota Pool, San Juan Cou.nty, New 
Mexico. The f o l l o w i n g are among the i n t e r e s t 
ed p a r t i e s ; 

Aztec O i l & Gas Company, Summit O i l Company, 
Ruth Schrecht, Edwin A. Schrecht, E l l a B l a i s e , 
and Sam Carson. 

BEFORE: 

Demiel S. Nut t e r , Examiner 

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING 

MR. MORRIS: A p p l i c a t i o n o f Redfern and Herd, I n c . , f o r 

an order f o r c e - p o o l i n g a standard 320-acre gas p r o r a t i o n u n i t i n t i 

Basin-Dakota Pool. 

MR. VERITY: George V e r i t y f o r the A p p l i c a n t Redfern and 

Herd. Mr. Redfern, w i l l you please stand and foe sworn. 

JOHN REDFERN, JR. 

c a l l e d as a witness, having been f i r s t duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as 

f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
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BY MR. VERITY: 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

State your name, please. 

John J. Redfern, J r . 

Mr. Redfern, are you an o f f i c e r i n Redfern and Herd? 

Yes, I am the President. 

Are you a graduate engineer? 

Yes, I have a degree i n C i v i l Engineering. 

Have you also made a study of o i l and gas engineering'; 

I have. 

Are you f a m i l i a r w i t h the geology o f the Dakota formation 

u n d e r l y i n g the West Half o f Section 29, Township 29 North, Range 

11, San Juan County, New Mexico? 

A I am. 

Q Do you know whether or not t h a t the 320 acres under the 

T'Jest H a l f of Section 29 i s a l l u n d e r l y i n g of producing formation 

i n the Dakota formation? 

A A l l o f our studies under t h a t i n d i c a t e t h a t the Ha l f 

Section w i l l be p r o d u c t i v e . 

Q Mir. Redfern, i s Redfern and Herd, I n c . t h e operator o f 

t h a t — o f the working i n t e r e s t s u n d e r l y i n g t h a t 320 acres on the 

Dakota? 

A Yes. 

Q Have you endeavored t o contact a l l r o y a l t y i n t e r e s t owner 

t o get t h e i r agreement t o p o o l the West Ha l f of 29 i n t o one u n i t 

f o r p roduction o f gas and o i l f o r the Dakota? 
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A We have contacted those r o y a l t y owners. The o r i g i n a l o i l 

and gas lease d i d not provide f o r 320-acre spacing; they have a l l 

agreed t o the p o o l i n g , w i t h the exception of one person. 

Q Of course, a l l the other r o y a l t y i n t e r e s t s agreed when 

they executed the lease? 

A Yes. 

Q You have been unable t o o b t a i n permission f o r o b t a i n i n g 
from one 

i n d i v i d u a l then? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you d e s i r e t o d r i l l one w e l l f o r p r o d u c t i o n o f Dakota 

gas on t h i s 320? 

A We are proposing t o d r i l l a w e l l w i t h i n the near f u t u r e 

on t h i s West Ha l f and have secured the approval o f Aztec and Summit 

who also have working i n t e r e s t . 

Q I f you were deprived from d e d i c a t i n g the e n t i r e 320 t o 

one u n i t , would t h i s prevent you from r e c o v e r i n g your j u s t and f a i r 

share of Dakota o i l and gas? 

A Yes. 

Q Who i s the one i n d i v i d u a l who refused t o j o i n i n the u n i t , 

the only undivided i n t e r e s t owner an,:, p a r t o f the acreage u n d e r l y i n g 

t h i s u n i t ? 

A The one person who has refused o n l y owns a p o r t i o n of the 

r o y a l t y under a p a r t i c u l a r 40-acre t r a c t , and h i s lease i s held by 

p r o d u c t i o n by both P i c t u r e d C l i f f s and other Dakota w e l l s i n the 

v i c i n i t y . 



PAGE 4 

Q Would g r a n t i n g o f t h i s order enable the other r o y a l t y 

owners under t h a t 40 acres t o o b t a i n t h e i r j u s t and f a i r share o f 

Dakota o i l and gas? 

A Yes, i t would deprive them of t h e i r share o f the r o y a l t y ; 

because i f you d r i l l and leave one 40 acres, you would deny them 

of p r o d u c t i o n . 

MR. VERITY: That i s a l l we have. 

CRQSS-EXAMINATION 

3Y MR. NUTTER: 

Q What i s the name o f the one unsigned? 

A Sam Carson. 

Q I s t h i s the same Sam Carson t h a t i s l i s t e d i n the 

a p p l i c a t i o n as being at 511 East Main, Farmington? 

A We have contacted him numerous times,and he has a pool 

on the n o r t h p a r t , immediately t o the south. 

He owns an undivided p o r t i o n on one of the 40-acre t r a c t s 

Yes. 

Who owns the working i n t e r e s t under t h a t t r a c t ? 

We own the working i n t e r e s t on t h a t .40. 

You agree t o the communitization? 

Yes. 

What i s h i s p o r t i o n o f the r o y a l t y ? 

I b e l i e v e , i f I r e c a l l c o r r e c t l y , one-eighth. 

He owns one-eighth o f one-eighth? 

Yes. 

Q 

_a 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

A 

Q 

A 
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Q Of 40 acres? 

A Yes, I b e l i e v e i t ' s s t r i c t l y a case o f him not understand 

i n g , he j u s t don't understand what these papers are t h a t people 

ask him t o s i g n . 

MR. PAYNE: Denial o f th e a p p l i c a t i o n would also deny 

him the o p p o r t u n i t y t o recover h i s f a i r share o f the Basin-Dakota 

p r o d u c t i o n , would i t not? 

A Gentlemen, e x a c t l y ; h i s lease i s h e l d by pro d u c t i o n , so 

ther e i s no o p p o r t u n i t y t o make any other type o f deal. 

MR. NUTTER: We sent copies o f t h i s docket t o Mr. Joe 

J. Christmann and Jack Markham and Summit O i l Company, o f which 

there i s i n s u f f i c i e n t address, t h a t i s a l l the address; are' those 

th r e e p a r t i e s agreeable i n communitization? 

A Yes. 

Q (By Mr. Nutter) Mr. Christmann i s ? 

A Yes. 

Q Markham and Summit O i l Company are? 

A They have signed the op e r a t i n g agreement. 

MR. NUTTER: Any f u r t h e r questions o f Mr. Redfern? You 

may be excused. Do you have anything f u r t h e r , Mr. V e r i t y ? 

MR. VERITY: No, noth i n g f u r t h e r . 

MR. NUTTER: Does anyone have anything they wish t o ad

v i s e ? 

(Whereupon, t h e hearing was concluded and recess was 
taken t i l l 1:30.) 
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JOHN REDFERN, JR. 

D i r e c t Examinat ion by Mr . V e r i t y 
Cross-Examination by Mr. N u t t e r 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
s s 

COUNTY OF BERNALILLO ) 

I , LEWELLYN NELSON, Court Reporter, do hereby c e r t i f y t h a t 

the f oregoing and attached t r a n s c r i p t o f proceedings before the 

New Mexico O i l Conservation Commission at Santa Fe, New Mexico, i s 

a t r u e and c o r r e c t r e c o r d t o the best o f my knowledge, s k i l l and 

a b i l i t y . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have a f f i x e d my hand and n o t a r i a l seal 

t h i s IC" day of December, 1960. 

Notary Public-Court Reporter 

My commission expires: 

June 14, 1964. 

s 


