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BEFORE THE 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

SANTA PE, NEW MEXICO 
APRIL 1961 

EXAMINER HEARING 

I N THE MATTER OP 

CASE 2236: A p p l i c a t i o n of Socony M o b i l O i l Company f o r an 
amendment of Order No. R-1^28. A p p l i c a n t , i n 
the above-s ty led cause, seeks an amendment of 
Order R-1^28 t o e l i m i n a t e the necess i ty of 
mete r ing p r i o r t o commingling the p r o d u c t i o n 
frora the Wantz-Abo and D r i n k a r d Pools on the 
E. 0 . Carson Lease compr is ing the w/2 S¥/[|. and 
the SE/4 SW/4 of Sec t ion 28, and the NW/I4. end 
the SW/4 NE/4 of Sec t ion 33, a l l i n Township 
21 South, Range 37 East , Lea County, New Mex

i c o . 

BEFORE; 

Dan ie l S. Nu t t e r 

T R A N S C R I P T OP P R O C E E D I N G S 

MR. NUTTER: We w i l l c a l l Case 2236. 

MR. MORRIS: Case 2236. A p p l i c a t i o n of Socony M o b i l O i l 

Company f o r an amendment of Order No. R - l 5 2 8 . 

MR. ERREBO: Burns Errebo of M o d r a l l , Seymour, S p e r l i n g , 

Roehl & H a r r i s , appearing on beha l f of the a p p l i c a n t . We have one 

w i t n e s s . 

(Witness sworn) 
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JOE GORDON, 

c a l l e d as a w i t n e s s , hav ing been f i r s t du ly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as 

f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. ERREBO: 

Q, Your name i s Joe Gordon? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q You are employed by Socony M o b i l O i l Company? 

A Ye s, s i r . 

Q Mr. Gordon, have you ever p r e v i o u s l y t e s t i f i e d b e f o r e 

the Commission as an engineer? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q. Would you b r i e f l y e x p l a i n t o the Examiner the purpose of 

t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n ? 

A By t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n , we seek t o amend prev ious Commission 

Order No. R-1528, which granted us permiss ion t o commingle through 

meters the p r o d u c t i o n on our E. 0 . Carson Lease i n regards t o the 

! sweet p r o d u c t i o n f r o m a l l w e l l s i n the Brunson, B l i n e b r y , Tubb, 

D r i n k a r d , Wantz-Abo and Hare Pools . By t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n , we seek 

t o commingle ,without measurement, the Wantz-Abo and Dr inka rd p r o 

d u c t i o n on the E. 0 . Carson Lease. 

Q Have you prepared an E x h i b i t which shows the schematic 

diagram of the l a y o u t , the surface connections and f a c i l i t i e s on 

t h i s Lease as regards these two zones and on o ther zones produc ing 

i f r o m the Lease? 
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A Yes, s i r . Th i s i s the p r i n t t h a t we have f u r n i s h e d . 

(Whereupon, Socony M o b i l ' s E x h i b i t 
No. 1 was marked f o r i d e n t i f i c a 
t i o n ) . 

Q That has been l abe led E x h i b i t No. 1? 

A Ye s. 

Q Would you e x p l a i n the b e n e f i t s which would accrue f r o m 

the g r a n t i n g of t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n ? 

A As shown here, we've designated by lines on the l e f t -

hand side the well flow lines coming in, and we've designated the 

zone and the well numbers on those lines, starting at the top, 

Brunson Well *To. 17, and Well No. 18, Blinebry-Tubb dual comple

tion Well No. 19. Production from the Drinkard zone is coming 

from Wells Nos 1, 3 and 12, and from the Wantz-Abo, Wells Nos. 20 

and 22. That is on the north side battery. On the south side 

battery, which is in a different section, we have also shown these 

well flow lines. The ones in question here are designated as the 

Drinkard Weil No. 2, the Well No. 6, Well No. 7, and the Wantz-

Abo Well No. Ik. 

As we show here , these w e l l f l o w l i n e s come toge ther now 

through separa t ing equipment and then proceed through meters t o 

common tankage. Each zone i s p roduc ing through i t s ox̂ n separa t ing 

equipment and then going i n t o the common tankage. I n the case of 

the Wantz-Abo and the Dr inka rd W e l l s , i n a l l cases here ,on bo th 

the n o r t h and the south sides of the sub-lease, these w e l l s are 

i below top a l l o w a b l e . 



PAGE k 

We would l i k e t o omit f r o m Order No. R-1528 the requirement 

f o r mete r ing of the separate pools he re , the D r i n k a r d and the 

Wantz-Abo, and merely have a meter on the combined D r i n k a r d and 

Wantz-Abo. The saving here , to us, i s i n the e l i m i n a t i o n of 

separa t ing equipment and t r e a t i n g equipment, w h i c h , i n the case 

of these two zones, represents a d u p l i c a t i o n . The Dr inka rd r e 

qu i re s i t s oxi/n t r e a t i n g ; the Wantz-Abo r e q u i r e d i t s own t r e a t i n g 

equipment. By commingling ahead of the meter he re , we are able t o 

e l i m i n a t e two sets of t r e a t i n g equipment. 

Q Have you prepared an E x h i b i t showing the p r o d u c t i o n f r o m 

each of the w e l l s f r o m the two zones i n v o l v e d i n t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n ? 

A Yes. This i s our E x h i b i t No. 2 . I t ' s a two-page summary 

commingling summary, based on d a i l y volumes f r o m our E. 0. Carson 

Lease. 

(Whereupon, Socony M o b i l ' s E x h i b i t 
No. 2 was marked f o r i d e n t i f i c a 
t i o n ) . 

Q I s the p r o d u c t i o n f r o m each of those w e l l s f r o m those 

zones less than the top a l lowable? 

A Yes, s i r . As shown here on the commingling summary, 

we've l i s t e d the zone w i t h i t s top a l l owab le i n pa ren thes i s i m 

media te ly a f t e r w a r d s . The D r i n k a r d has a top a l lowab le of 62. 

Our W e l l No, 1 has an a l l owab le of 9 b a r r e l s ; No. 3, 1 5 - b a r r e l 

a l l o w a b l e ; No. 12, 1 5 - b a r r e l a l l o w a b l e ; the Wantz-Abo w i t h a top 

a l l owab le of 82; our W e l l No. 20, w i t h a 3 5 - b a r r e l a l l o w a b l e , and 

No. 22 w i t h a 2 1 - b a r r e l a l l o w a b l e . Th i s shows t h a t a l l of our 
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Wantz-Abo and D r i n k a r d w e l l s on t h i s n o r t h side b a t t e r y are above 

the top a l l owab le s f o r t h e i r zone. S i m i l a r l y , on the south s ide , 

the D r i n k a r d , we have three w e l l s w i t h a l lowab les of 3, 7 and 7 . 

Our 'Wantz-Abo Wel l on the south s ide , ^To. I k , i s , a t p resen t , o f f 

schedule. Before i t went o f f schedule, I b e l i e v e i t had a p p r o x i 

mately a 1 0 - b a r r e l a l l o w a b l e . I t i s a low producer . 

Q Gould you t e l l the Examiner b r i e f l y and g e n e r a l l y what 

i t e m s , what major i tems of equipment would be e l i m i n a t e d by the 

c o n s o l i d a t i o n , which would be made p o s s i b l e w i t h the g r a n t i n g of 

t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n ? 

A S p e c i f i c a l l y , we would be able t o e l i m i n a t e the heater 

t r e a t e r equipment on b o t h the n o r t h and south side b a t t e r i e s . Tha 

would be two smal l heater t r e a t e r s , and a l so two meters which 

would represent an approximate investment t o us of f i v e thousand 

d o l l a r s . 

Q Would i t make f o r any more e f f i c i e n t ope ra t ion of the 

Lease ? 

A Yes, s i r , i n s o f a r as we would, w i t h a smal ler investment 

would be able t o p r o l o n g p r o d u c t i o n f r o m t h i s Lease. 

Q Do you have any th ing f u r t h e r t o g ive the Examiner i n 

connect ion w i t h t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n ? 

A No, s i r . 

0, Did you prepare these two E x h i b i t s , or were they p r e 

pared under your s u p e r v i s i o n and d i r e c t i o n , E x h i b i t s No. 1 and 2? 

A Yes, s i r , they were bo th under my s u p e r v i s i o n and p r e -



PAGE 5 

pared by me. 

MR. ERREBO: We o f f e r those two E x h i b i t s i n evidence . 

MR. NUTTER: M o b i l ' s E x h i b i t s 1 and 2 w i l l be entered i n 

evidence i n t h i s case. 

don? 

(Whereupon, M o b i l ' s E x h i b i t s Nos. 1 
and 2 were rece ived i n ev idence . ) 

MR. ERREBO: T h a t ' s a l l we have. 

MR. NUTTER: Does anyone have any ques t ions of Mr. Gor-

MR. PAYNE: Yes. 

MR. NUTTER: Mr. Payne. 

CR OS S-EXA MINATION 

BY MR. PAYNE: 

Q. What, e x a c t l y , does Order R-1528 a l l o w you t o commingle? 

A To quote f r o m Order R-1528, " I t i s t h e r e f o r e ordered tha^ 

the a p p l i c a n t , Socony M o b i l , I n c o r p o r a t e d , be, and the same i s 

hereby au thor i zed t o commingle the p r o d u c t i o n f r o m the Brunson Poo 

D r i n k a r d Poo l , Hare Pool , Wantz-Abo Pool , B l i n e b r y Gas Pool , and 

Tubb Gas Poo l , f r o m a l l w e l l s on i t s E. 0. Carson Lease," and here 

i t goes i n t o the d e s c r i p t i o n of the acreage, "Prov ided , however, 

t ha t the p r o d u c t i o n f r o m each Pool s h a l l be separa te ly metered 

p r i o r t o commingl ing ." 

Q Now, i t appears f r o m your E x h i b i t No. 2 t h a t not only ar<i 

the Dr inka rd and Wantz-Abo Wel l s now m a r g i n a l , bu t a l l of the w e l l ^ 

a r e . 
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A Yes, s i r . 

Q I n every Pool? 

A Yes, s i r . Our request f o r hearing and our app l ica t ion 

only asked f o r the Wantz-Abo and the Drinkard. 

MR. ERREBO: You ant ic ipa te tha t you w i l l probably be i n 

before the Commission soon, w i l l you not — 

A Yes. 

MR. ERREBO: — to cover the other zones? 

A We sure w i l l be back. 

Q (By Mr. Payne) In the meantime, what you propose to do 

i s separately meter the production from the Brunson, separately 

meter the production from the Blinebry-Tubb together, and separ

a te ly meter the production from the Hare? 

A Yes, s i r . These meters have i n a l l — except the one 

case of the Wantz-Abo on the south side — these meters are i n 

place and working at the present t ime. We are now beginning to 

meet w i t h production problems i n the t r e a t i n g of Wantz-Abo crude, 

so we're going to be able t o , i f granted, we are going to be 

able to e l iminate the s e t t i ng of add i t i ona l t r e a t i n g equipment, 

and also the removal of some of our presently i n s t a l l e d meter

ing equipment. 

0, At the present t ime, what you propose to do i s meter the 

Wantz-Abo and Drinkard together — 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q - - meter t h e i r to ta l? 
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A Yes. 

Q I a every w e l l p roduc ing f r o m a l l of these pools now 

marginal? 

A Yes, s i r . I t ' s shown on the f i r s t page; the sweet p r o 

d u c t i o n , every w e l l i s m a r g i n a l . 

MR. ERREBO: T h a t ' s E x h i b i t ?"o. 2 you are r e f e r r i n g t o 

t h e r e , i s i t not? 

A Yes. 

Q (By Mr. Payne) T h a t ' s bo th on the n o r t h side and the 

south side? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q You are not asking anything here r e l a t i v e t o the sour on 

the two sides? 

A No, s i r . 

Q. Why, Mr. Gordon, do you propose t o cont inue separa te ly 

mete r ing the p r o d u c t i o n f r o m some of these pools i f a l l the w e l l s 

thereon are marg ina l on t h i s Lease? 

A I t was overloaded at the t ime the request was entered 

f o r the Wantz-Abo and D r i n k a r d . 

MR. ERREBO: I f i t were p o s s i b l e , Mr. Payne, we would 

l i k e t o amend our a p p l i c a t i o n t o cover those , but I doubt t ha t 

could be done. 

MR. NUTTER: I t h i n k the advert isement i n t h i s i s very 

r e s t r i c t e d . 

MR. ERREBO: Yes, s i r . 
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MR. NUTTER: Do you have any further questions of Mr. 

Gordon? 

MR. PAYNE: I have one f u r t h e r obse rva t ion t o make. 

The ad i s broad enough t o a l l ow meter ing the Wantz-Abo or D r i n k 

a r d . Whereas they are propos ing to commingle them toge the r , the 

ad would be broad enough t o a l l o w mete r ing i n the o the r , which 

w i l l e l i m i n a t e another meter . At the present t ime they propose 

t o meter the Wantz-Abo and the D r i n k a r d as a t o t a l . The ad i s 

broad enough, i f the Commission wishes t o a l l ow them t o remove 

the meter f r o m bo th the Dr inka rd Pool and the Wantz-Abo P o o l , 

e l i m i n a t i n g two meters r a t h e r than one. 

MR. MORRIS: And throwing i t i n with another pool . 

MR. NUTTER: Th is i s p r i o r t o commingling f r o m those two 

Pools . I t doesn ' t say any th ing about me te r ing i t a f t e r i t ' s com

m i n g l e d . That presumes i t ' s s t i l l r equi red? 

MR. ERREBO: That would be the g i s t of our reques t , i s 

t ha t r i g h t , Mr. Gordon? 

j A Ye s. 

MR. NUTTER: Does t ha t Order go on any f u r t h e r and say 

any th ing f u r t h e r about t r e a t i n g the o i l p r i o r t o mete r ing i t ? 

A Yes, Paragraph 2, " tha t i n the event any of the w e l l s 

i n the a f o r e s a i d Pools produce water p r o d u c t i o n f r o m said Pools, 

p r o d u c t i o n s h a l l be adequately t r e a t ed p r i o r t o commingl ing." 

MR. NUTTER: How many t r e a t e r s do you have out there at 

j the present t ime? 
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A I cannot give you a definite answer on that. 

MR. NUTTER: At any r a t e , any zones t h a t r e q u i r e 

t r e a t i n g are be ing t r e a t e d p r i o r t o be ing commingled? 

A Y e s , s i r . 

MR. NUTTER: At the present t ime you do f i n d i t necessar^ 

t o t r e a t D r i n k a r d o i l and Wantz-Abo o i l - -

A Yes, s i r . 

MR. NUTTER: — on bo th of the b a t t e r i e s ? 

A The Wantz-Abo p r o d u c t i o n i n t h i s case i s showing an i n 

c reas ing need f o r t r e a t i n g , which i s brought about by our need f o r 

a d d i t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s here f o r Wantz-Abo o i l . 

IE.NUTTER: I see. Does t h i s schematic diagram here 

show a l l the l i n e s t ha t c a r r y o i l , or are there some a d d i t i o n a l 

l i n e s i n these f a c i l i t i e s t ha t are not shown? 

A Not t h a t I am aware o f . 

MR. NUTTER: How do you t e s t your meters? 

A By prover loops i n s t a l l e d immedia te ly downstream i n the 

meter . 

MR. NUTTER: So you do probably have some common l i n e s 

connecting the l i n e s that go in to a prover tank? 

A Yes, s i r . We use a p o r t a b l e meter on t h i s Lease to t e s t 

a g a i n s t , and we do have connect ions t h e r e . 

MR. NUTTER: On each one of the meters? 

A No, s i r , t h e y ' r e common, where p o s s i b l e . Because of you 

p i p i n g l a y o u t , i n order t o place the meter on the prover l o o p , we 
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have had to p ipe the prover loop away f rora the meter i t s e l f . We 

cannot very e a s i l y get i n w i t h our p o r t a b l e meter t o the meter 

l o c a t i o n ad jacen t t o the meter, so we co have remote prover l o o p s . 

MR. NUTTER: What type of meters are you using? 

A I n t h i s case, they are a l l p o s i t i v e displacement dump 

ves se l s . 

MR. NUTTER: Any f u r t h e r quest ions? 

BY MR. PAYNE: 

Q Do you propose any f u r t h e r Wantz-Abo or Dr inka rd produc

t i o n on t h i s Lease? 

A No, s i r . 

Q Any f u r t h e r development, I mean? 

A No, s i r , I do not b e l i e v e so. 

Q. What about the other pools? Do you propose any a d d i 

t i o n a l development i n them on the Lease? 

A To my knowledbe, at the present t i m e , we do not contem

p l a t e any a d d i t i o n a l development. 

Q. Do you propose rework ing any of your D r i n k a r d or Wantz-

Abo Wells? 

A Yes, s i r , I would say t ha t would always have t o be a 

p o s s i b i l i t y . 

Q Do you t h i n k you might get any top a l l owab le w e l l s i f 

you d i d rework e i t h e r the Dr inka rd or Wantz-Abo Wells? 

A Perhaps we m i g h t . 

Q You would be w i l l i n g t o n o t i f y the Santa Fe o f f i c e of ths 
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Commission, in that event — 

A Yes. 

Q — I f e i t h e r of your Dr inkard or Wantz-Abo Wel ls become 

capable of top a l l owab le product ion? 

A Yes, s i r , we would be more than happy, i f we had a top 

a l l owab le w e l l , t o n o t i f y you and i n s t a l l meters . 

MR. PAYNE: Thank you , 

MR. NUTTER: Any f u r t h e r quest ions? 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. ERREBO: 

0, I'm wondering what useful purpose would be served by the 

metering of the combined stream from the two zones. 

A At the present time we ourselves are checking out these 

meters to s a t i s f y ourselves as to t h e i r accuracy over continued 

time, and the amount of maintenance required to keep them i n c a l i 

b r a t i o n , the operating d i f f i c u l t i e s encountered. At the present 

time, having a meter over l i n e before i t goes i n t o the common tank 

we are able t o establish meter t o t a l and compare i t against a tank 

t o t a l . This i s providing our operational check on these meters, 

the meters are a l l made by the same manufacturer, and he i s 

proving to us the e f f i c i e n c i e s of his p a r t i c u l a r brand of meter. 

Q But, act u a l l y , from the Commission's point of view, i n 

w r i t i n g t h i s Order, they would have f u l l power, i f they so desired 

to eliminate a l l metering, which would include the metering of the 

stream from both zones. I wonder i f i t would not be your request, 
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A Yes. U s u a l l y these are two-phase and sometimes t h r e e -

phase mete r ing separa to rs . Where p o s s i b l e , we i n s t a l l t h a t type 

of equipment. I n o the r cases, we have i n s t a l l e d me te r ing pots or 

mete r ing vessels downstream. 

Q But there i s a mete r ing f a c i l i t y on the t e s t loop which 

i s n ' t a c t u a l l y shown unless i t would be a p a r t of the t e s t separa

to r ? 

A Ye s, s i r . 

MR. TTUTTER: I f there are no f u r t h e r ques t ions , Mr . Gor

don w i l l be excused. 

(Witness excused) 

MR. TTUTTER: Do you have any th ing f u r t h e r , Mr. Srrebo? 

MR. SRREBO: Not i n connect ion w i t h t h i s case. 

MR. NUTTER: Does anyone have any th ing they wish t o 

o f f e r i n Case No. 2236? We w i l l take the case under advisement 

and recess the h e a r i n g u n t i l 1:30. 
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STATE OP NEW MEXICO ) 
) 3! 

COUNTY OP BERNALILLO ) 

I , ADA DEARNLEY, Court Reporter, I n and f o r the County of 

B e r n a l i l l o , State of New Mexico, do hereby c e r t i f y that the fo r e 

going and attached Transcript of Proceedings before the New Mexico 

O i l Conservation Commission was reported by me i n machine short

hand and reduced t o typewritten t r a n s c r i p t under my personal super 

v i s i o n , and that the same i r a true and correct record t o the best 

of my knowledge, s k i l l and a b i l i t y . 

WITNESS my Hand and Seal t h i s , the 17th day of A p r i l , 

1961, i n the City of Albuquerque, County of B e r n a l i l l o , State of 

New Mexico. 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

My Commission expires: 

June 19, 1963 
I So hereby ce o-i-y t^at ths tcregotag i s 

c:: i..^ proceedings in 
ae-^ inf; of Cise Mo 

Sxaminen 
^ M o a Commission 
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