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BEFORE THE
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Santa Fe, New Mexico
November 20, 1962

EXAMINER HEARING

IN THE MATTER OF:

The hearing called by the 0il Conservation
Commission, on its own motion, to permit
Herschel L. Copelan and all interested
parties to appear and show cause why the
State ¢f New Mexico Well No. 1, located
1980 feet from the South line and 660 feet
from the West line of Section 27, Town-
ship 11 South, Range 27 East, Chaves
County, New Mexico, and the Pan American-
State Well No. 1, located 330 feet from
the North line and 1650 feet from the West
line of said Section 27, should not be
plugged in accordance with a Commission-
approved plugging program.

CASE 2708

o el W b N A N N

BEFORE: Elvis A, Utz, Examiner.

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING

MR. UTZ: Case 2708,

MR, DURRETT: In the matter of the hearing called by thg
0il Conservation Commission, on its own motion, to permit
Herschel L. Copelan and all interested parties to appear and show
cause why the State of New Mexico Well No. 1, located 1930 feet
from the South line and 660 feet from the West line of Section 27,
Township 11 South, Range 27 East, Chaves County, New Mexico, and

the Pan American-State Well No. 1, located 330 feet from the
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North liﬁe and 1650 feet from the West line of said Section 27,
should not be plugged in accordance with a Commission-approved
plugging program.

May the Examiner please, James Durrett on behalf of the
Commission and its staff. I will have one witness, Mr. M. L.
Armstrong.

MR. UTZ: Are there other appearances in this case?
You may proceed.
(Witness sworn.)

M. L. ARMSTRONG

called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, testified as
follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. DURRETT:

Q Will you please state your name and position for the
record?
A M. L. Armstrong, Supervisor of District 2 for the New

Mexico 0il Conservation Commission.

Q As a part of your official duties do you supervise the
rlugging of wells and prescribed well-plugging programs in your
district?

A I do.

Q Are you familiar with the two wells that are the subject
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of this case?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, refer to the official Commission file, if you need
to do so, to refresh your memory, and will you please state
whether or not these wells are located as described on this
docket and as advertised in this cause?

A They are.

Q Are these wells located within your district?

A Yes, sir.

MR, DURRETT: At this time I would like to ask the
Examiner to take administrative notice of the Affidavit of
Publication which is on file in the Commission files showing that
legal notice was given in the papers.

MR. UTZ: 1I'l]l take administrative notice of same.

Q (By Mr. Durrett) In your opinion are the two subject
wells now causing waste or likely to cause waste in the immediate
future if not properly plugged?

A That is right.

Q Do you base this opinion upon the possible damage to
the formations that have been penetrated by these two wells?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you have a recommended plugging program that you

would like to present to the Ixaminer at this time?
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A Yes. I would like to have 25 sack cement plug at the

TeDe
MR, UTZ: This is for both wells?
A Right, it will be the same on both wells.
MR, UTZ: All right, sir.

A 25 sack plug at T.D., 20 sack plug around 300 with
heavy mud between with a 5 sack plug at the top to hold the
regulation marker. Shall I say clean up all pits?

Q If you would like to. Do you also have an alternative
that you would like to recommend to the Examiner, Mr. Armstrong?

A Well, if they'd rather fill these holes with cement
just plumb full of cement, that will be okay.

Q That will be the same for both wells?

A The same for both wells.

Q Do you recommend to the Examiner that the Commission
enter an order requiring these wells to be plugged immediately
in accordance with your program as you have set out here?

A I do.

MR. DURRETT: May the Examiner please, that will con-
clude the direct examination of this witness.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. UTZ:

Q Mr. Armstrong, what is the total depth on these wells?
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A The State of New Mexico No. 1 T.D. is 1017, and on the
Pan American-State No. 1, T.D. is 1015.
MR. DURRETT: May the Examiner please, I would like to
ask the witness one more question.
MR. UTZ: You may proceed.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR, DURRETT:

Q I neglected to ask you on direct examination, so I
would like to ask you at this time, do the official files of the
Commission reflect that both of these wells are operated by
Herschel L. Copelan as advertised in this case?

A Yes.

MR. DURRETT: Thank you. I believe that will be all.
MR, UTZ: Any other questions of the witness? The
witness may be excused.
(Witness excused.)
MR, UTZ: Anyone have a statement in this? The case

will be taken under advisement,
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
) ss
COUNTY OF BERNALILLO )

I, ADA DEARNLEY, Court Reporter, do hereby certify that the
foregoing and attached transcript of proceedings before the New
Mexico 0il Conservation Commission at Santa Fe, New Mexico, is a
true and correct record to the best of my knowledge, skill and
ability.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have affixed my hand and notarial seal

this 13th day of December, 1962,

Notary Public-Court Reporter
My commission expires:

June 19, 1963.

I do rareby certify thot the foregoing is
BTl AL L RN condinzn dn




BEFORE THE OIL CONBERVATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF NBW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE ERARING CALLED BY THE

OIL COMSERVATION COMMISSION, ON ITS OWN MOTION,
TO PERMIT HERSCHEL L. COPELAN AND ALL INTERERSTED
PARYIES TO APPEAR AND SHOW CAUBE WHY THE STATE
OF MNEW MEXICO WELL NO. 1, LOCATED 1980 ruzy
PROM THRE SOUTH LINE AND 660 FEET FROM THE WEST
LINE OF SECTION 37, TOWNSHIP 11 SOUTH, RANGR
27 EAST, HNPM, CEAVES COUNTY, NEW NEXICO, AND
THRE PAN AMERICAN-STATE WELL NO. 1, IOCATED 330
FERT FROM THE WORTH LINE AND 1650 FEEY FROM THE
WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 27, 3HOULD NOT BRE
PLUGGED IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMMISSION~

APPROVED PIUGGING PROGRAM.

CASE Ro. 2708
Oxder Ko. R-2379

This cause came on for hearing at 9 o'clock a.m. on
Novesmber 20, 1962, at Santa Fe, New Mexico, before Blvis A. Utx,
m«:maﬂemwwmetxm‘mmmesm
Nexico, hexeimnafter referred to uas the "Commission, " in accordance
with Rule 1214 of the Cosmission Rulez and Regulations.

HOW, om this__28th day of November, 1961, the Commission,
a gquorum bheimg present, having considered the evidence and the
recommendations of the Examiner, Elvis A. Uts, and being fully
advised in the premises,

EZNDG:

{1) That due public notice having been given as required by
lav, the Commiasion bas jurisdiction of this cause and the subject
matter thereof.

{2) That the 3tate of New Mexico Well No. 1, located 1980
feet from the sSouth line and 660 feet from the ¥West line of
tion 27, Towmship 11 South, Range 27 East, NNPN, Chaves aty,
New Mexico, and the Pan American~iState Well No. 1, located 330
foat from the North linme und 1630 feet from the West line of
said Section 27 are owned and operated by Herschel L. Copelan.

(3) That the two subjact wells have been abandomed by the
operator and have not been plugged in any manner.

{4) That the subject wells are causing or will cause waste
and should be ploggad in & munper which will confine parmasnently

Hog 5 g0
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CASE No. 2708
Ordexr ¥o. R~2379

&; oil, gas, and water in the separate strata originally contain-
them.

{3) 7That both of the subject weils should be plugged in
accordance with the following minisum plugging requirements:

{1) sSet 23 sacks of cement at total depth.
{2) set 20 sacks of cement at 300 feeat,
{(3) Bet B sacks of cement as a surface plug.

{(4) Fill intervals between cemant plugs with
wad weighing not less than ten pounds
per gallon.

(5) set ia the surface plug a regulation
steal marker not less tham 4 inches in
dianeter and extemding At least 4 feet
shove mesn ground level.

{6) That, as an alternative, the operator should be allowed
to plug the subject wells in accordance with the following mimimum
plugging requirements:

{1) Pill the hole with cement from total
dapth to the surface.

(2) set in the surface cement a regulation
steel marker not less than 4 inches in
diameter and extending at least 4 feet
above mean ground level.

{1) That Hexschel L. Copelan is bersky ordered to plug the
state of New Mexico Weil No. 1, located 1980 feot from the South
iine and 660 fast from the West line of Sectiom 27, Township 1l
South, Range 27 East, M@K, Chaves County, New Nexice, snd the
pan American~state Well ¥o. 1, located 330 feet from the North
line and 16350 faet from the West line of said sSectiom 27, in
sccordance with the following minisum plugging requirements:

f1) sSet 25 sacks of cement at total depth.
(2) Set 20 sacks of cement at 300 feet.

(3) 3et § sacks of coment &9 & swrfage plug.
(4) Fill intervals between cement plugs with

mad weighing mot less than tea pounds
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{3) Set in the surface plug a regulation
steel marker not leas than 4 inches in
dismeter and extanding at lsast 4 feest
above nean ground level.

{2) That, as an alteraative, Herschel L. Copelan is hereby
mthorized to plug the two subject wells in sccordance with the

following minimum plugging requirements:

{1) Pill the bole with cement from total
depth to the surface.

(2) sSet in the surface cement a regulation

. steel marker not less than 4 inches in
diamater and extending at least 4 feet
above mean ground level.

{3) That the plugging of the two subject wells shall be
completed on or befoxe January 1, 1563, and that Hexschel L.
Copelan shall actify the District Supervisor, Diatrict IX, 0il
Comservation Commission, Arteain, New Meaxico, of ths exact time
and date plugyging operations on each well ars to commence,

{(4) That jurisdiction of this cauae is retained for the
entry of such further oxders as the Coamission may deem necesaary.

DOBE at Banta Fe, New Mexico, on the day and year herein-~
above designated.

O1L COMBERVATION COMMISSION

&Y

EDWIR L. « Chairman

B, 3, WALKER, Membar

ko : 0 : méi& ;48 N :

¥ & secretary




