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BEFORE THE 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 
November 20, 1962 

EXAMINER HEARING 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

The hearing called by the O i l Conservation 
Commission, on i t s own motion, to permit 
Herschel L. Copelan and a l l interested 
parties to appear and show cause why the ) CASE 2708 
State of New Mexico Well No. 1, located 
19^0 feet from the South l i n e and 660 feet 
from the West l i n e of Section 27, Town
ship 11 South, Range 27 East, Chaves 
County, New Mexico, and the Pan American-
State Well No. 1, located 330 feet from 
the North l i n e and 1650 feet from the West 
l i n e of said Section 27, should not be 
plugged i n accordance with a Commission-
approved plugging program. 

BEFORE: Elvis A. Utz, Examiner. 

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING 

MR. UTZ: Case 2703. 

MR. DURRETT: I n the matter of the hearing called by the 

Oi l Conservation Commission, on i t s own motion, to permit 

Herschel L. Copelan and a l l interested parties to appear and show 

cause why the State of New Mexico Well No. 1, located 19^0 feet 

from the South l i n e and 660 feet from the West l i n e of Section 27, 

Township 11 South, Range 27 East, Chaves County, Nev/ Mexico, and 

the Pan American-State Well No. 1, located 330 feet from the 
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North l i n e and 1650 feet from the West l i n e of said Section 27, 

should not be plugged i n accordance with a Commission-approved 

plugging program. 

May the Examiner please, James Durrett on behalf of the 

Commission and i t s s t a f f . I w i l l have one witness, Mr. M. L. 

Armstrong. 

MR. UTZ: Are there other appearances i n t h i s case? 

You may proceed. 

(Witness sworn.) 

M. L. ARMSTRONG 

called as a witness, having been f i r s t duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as 

follows: 

BY MR. DURRETT: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q W i l l you please state your name and position f o r the 

record? 

A M. L. Armstrong, Supervisor of D i s t r i c t 2 f o r the New 

Mexico O i l Conservation Commission. 

Q As a part of your o f f i c i a l duties do you supervise the 

plugging of wells and prescribed well-plugging programs i n your 

d i s t r i c t ? 

A I do. 

Q Are you f a m i l i a r with the two wells that are the subject 
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of t h i s case? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q Now, refer to the o f f i c i a l Commission f i l e , i f you need 

to do so, to refresh your memory, and w i l l you please state 

whether or not these wells are located as described on t h i s 

docket and as advertised i n t h i s cause? 

A They are. 

Q Are these wells located w i t h i n your d i s t r i c t ? 

A Yes, s i r . 

MR. DURRETT: At t h i s time I would l i k e to ask the 

Examiner to take administrative notice of the A f f i d a v i t of 

Publication which i s on f i l e i n the Commission f i l e s showing that 

legal notice was given i n the papers. 

MR. UTZ: I ' l l take administrative notice of same. 

Q (By Mr. Durrett) I n your opinion are the two subject 

wells now causing waste or l i k e l y to cause waste i n the immediate 

future i f not properly plugged? 

A That i s r i g h t . 

Q Do you base t h i s opinion upon the possible damage to 

the formations that have been penetrated by these two wells? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q Do you have a recommended plugging program that you 

would l i k e to present to the Examiner at t h i s time? 
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Yes. I would l i k e to have 25 sack cement plug at the 

MR. UTZ: This i s f o r both wells? 

A Right, i t w i l l be the same on both we l l s . 

MR. UTZ: A l l r i g h t , s i r . 

A 25 sack plug at T.D., 20 sack plug around 300 with 

heavy mud between with a 5 sack plug at the top to hold the 

regulation marker. Shall I say clean up a l l pits? 

Q I f you would l i k e t o . Do you also have an al t e r n a t i v e 

that you would l i k e to recommend to the Examiner, Mr. Armstrong? 

A Well, i f they'd rather f i l l these holes with cement 

ju s t plumb f u l l of cement, that w i l l be okay. 

Q That w i l l be the same f o r both wells? 

A The same f o r both wells. 

Q Do you recommend to the Examiner that the Commission 

enter an order requ i r i n g these wells to be plugged immediately 

i n accordance with your program as you have set out here? 

A I do. 

MR. DURRETT: May the Examiner please, that w i l l con

clude the d i r e c t examination of t h i s witness. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. UTZ: 

Q Mr. Armstrong, what i s the t o t a l depth on these wells? 
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A The State of New Mexico No. 1 T.D. i s 1017, and on the 

Pan American-State No. 1, T.D. i s 1015. 

MR. DURRETT: May the Examiner please, I would l i k e to 

ask the witness one more question. 

MR. UTZ: You may proceed. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DURRETT: 

Q I neglected to ask you on di r e c t examination, so I 

would l i k e to ask you at t h i s time, do the o f f i c i a l f i l e s of the 

Commission r e f l e c t that both of these wells are operated by 

Herschel L. Copelan as advertised i n t h i s case? 

A Yes. 

MR. DURRETT: Thank you. I believe that w i l l be a l l . 

MR. UTZ: Any other questions of the witness? The 

witness may be excused. 

(Witness excused.) 

MR. UTZ: Anyone have a statement i n this? The case 

w i l l be taken under advisement. 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO ) 
) ss 

COUNTY OF BERNALILLO } 

I , ADA DEARNLEY, Court Reporter, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing and attached transcript of proceedings before the New 

Mexico Oil Conservation Commission at Santa Fe, New Mexico, is a 

true and correct record to the best of my knowledge, s k i l l and 

a b i l i t y . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have affixed my hand and notarial seal 

this 13th day of December, 1962. 

My commission expires: 

June 19, 1963. 

Notary Public-Court Reporter 

I do 

New Mexico C i l C 

the foregoing i s 
. . .;• - -,'jo In 

, f<* v... 

, Examinee 
Commission 



BEFORE THS OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
OF THB STATE OF MBW MBXICO 

IN TES MATTER OF THS BEARING CALLED BY THE 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION, ON ITS OWN MOTION, 
TO PERMIT HERSCHEL L. COPBLAN AMD ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES TO APPEAR AMD SHOW CAOSE WHY THB STATE 
07 MBW MEXICO WBLL NO. 1, LOCATED 1980 F88T 
FROM THB SOOTH LIMB AND 888 FEET FROM THB WBST 
LINE OF SECTION 87, TOWNSHIP 11 SOUTH, RANGE 
2? BAST, NMPM, CHAVES COOMTY, NEW MEXICO, AMD 
THB BAB AMBRICAN̂ STATE WELL NO. 1, LOCATED 338 
FEBT FROM TBS NORTH LINE AND 1850 FSET FROM THE 
WEST LIMB m SAID SECTION 27, SHOULD MOT BB 
P L U O O E D ZM A C C O R D A N C E W I T S A C O M M I S S I O N -

APPROVED PLUOaiNS PROGRAM. 

CASE No. 2788 
Order No. R-2379 

ORDER m THE COMMISSION 

This causa came ©a ior soaring at 9 o'cloos a.m. oo 
November 20, 1982, at Santa Fe, Mow Mexico, before Elvis A. Uts, 
B̂̂ B̂ ââwBB̂aâM̂ B̂/jĈ  B̂̂ ô Nâ ^ J8̂ ^̂ |̂ ^̂ â̂ o9l̂ &̂ ^̂ ô  ^^5s^ f̂ê 8ô 0̂  Ĉ â*̂ ^ €?̂ 3̂ 8fcô ô̂ 6̂̂ Ŵ 8 &̂ĵwflBB̂ B̂Iêo5̂eŵ  ̂aV̂ f̂lB̂  ô̂ f̂ e5̂ 9̂ Ŵ  

Mexico, hereinafter referred to as tho "Comminsion," im accordance 
with Rule 1214 of the Commission Rulea and Regulations. 

NOW, OM thia 28th day of November, 1982, the Commission, 
(s> ^̂ B̂̂ ^̂ sv̂ ^̂ Bs* M̂B̂ B̂ ŜJIBÎ ^ JpB̂ F̂ B̂ o5l̂ B̂̂ â k̂ a.s ŝB̂a)̂ 9̂ilB̂Mê £̂  ôjŜ Km̂ o5Ĵ k̂ 8̂ B̂ J2̂ lB̂ ^̂ L ^̂3m̂M̂  Ŵ̂ ŵ iî ^̂ ^̂ Jô fiâ Ŝ BN̂B̂fcB̂e f̂ê feWâ  

2ŝ f̂t̂ŵQVMBB̂M̂HBB̂M̂9m̂  €̂ B̂? â̂ B8̂ & JB̂ M̂ B̂̂jMwâjBB/̂ B̂ âT s JHâ â P**̂ itŴ  *8̂^ a ô f̂c35-S Wsâ l̂ â ô ^̂ â m̂>8̂ â ĵ  B̂ ĵ iB̂ ât Ja^jj^1 

advised in tho premises, 

(1) That due public notice having boom given ss required by 
law, tha commission has jurisdiction of this cause and the subject 
matter thereof. 

(2) That tao State of Bow Mexico Wall No. 1, located 1988 
foot froa the south liaa aad 888 foot froa the Most Itaa of see* 
tioa 27, Township 11 soala. Range 27 Bast, MMPM, Chaves County, 
Mow Mexico, sad the paa Americaa-atata Woll No. 1, looated 338 
feet from the Morth line aad 1888 foot froa the Wast llae of 
said section 27 are owned aad operated by Herschel L. Copelan. 

(3) That tao two subject wells have bean abandoned by tha 
operator aad have not bean plugged ia say manner. 

(8) That the subject wells ara causing or w i l l causa waste 
aad should be slugged i a a manner which w i l l confine permanently 



CASH So* 2708 
Order So. R-2379 

s l i ©41, tss, sod water la tao separate strata originally contain
ing thea. 

(5> That both of tho subject walls should bo plugged ia 
aocordaaca with taa following minimum plugging requirements* 

(1) sot 25 sacks of ooaaat at total depth. 

(2) sot 20 sacks of cement at 388 foot, 

(3) sot S saoxs of aaaaat as a surface plag. 

(4) F i l l intervals between ooaaat plags with 
mad weighing not loss thaa tea pouads 

(5) sot ia tho surfaoe plug a regulation 
stool marker not less thaa 4 inches in 
diameter aad extending st least 4 foot 
above aaaa ground level. 

(ft) That, aa aa alternative, the oporator should bo allowed 
to plag the subject wells ia accordance with the following minimum 
plugging requirements* 

(1) r i l l tho hole with cement from total 
depth to tao surfaca. 

(2} Sot ia the surfaoe cement a regulation 
stool marker not lass thaa 4 inches ia 
diameter aad extending at least 4 feet 
above aaaa ground level. 

rT IS THEREFORE ORDSR3D: 

i l ) taat Herschel I». Copelan is hereby ordered to plag the 
state of new Mexico Well Mo. 1, looated 1988 foot froa tho south 
Uaa aad 888 foot froa the West line of section 27, Township 11 
south, Range 27 Mast, WMFM, Chaves Couaty, Mow Mexico, aad the 
paa American-State wall Mo. I, located 338 foot froa the Morth 
liaa aad 1830 foot from tho West line of said sootloa 27, in 
accordance with tha following minimum plugging requirementsi 

(1) sot 28 sacks of cement at total depth. 

(2) set 28 sacks of cement at 300 foot. 

(3) set S saoxs of ooaaat as a surface plug. 

(4) F i l l iatorvais between cement plugs with 
mad weighing not loss thaa tea pouads 
nor emllea. 
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i9) Sot to tha surface plug « regulation 
steel marker not less tnan 4 inches ia 
diameter aad extending at laaat 4 foot 
above mean ground level. 

(2) That, as aa alternative, Herschel L. Copelan i s harehy 
authorised to plag the too subject walls in accordance with tho 
following minimum plugging requirements* 

(1) 7111 the hole with cemoat froa total 
depth to tao surface. 

^ ̂sv̂  ^̂F̂â £̂ )âBot f̂e3feâ9î  8̂ 3̂â "̂â 8̂ @̂t̂ -̂ ^̂ Ŝ̂ K̂âŜ âââ" ôfc â ^̂ 9̂JP̂ ^̂ ^̂ 4â ^̂ â*, 3̂̂ Bk. 

stool marker not lass taaa 4 lashes la 

above aaaa ground level. 
(3) That the plugging of tho two subject walls shall be 

completed oa or before January 1, 1883, aad that Herschel i». 
Copelan shall notify the District supervisor, District «, Oil 
Conservation Commission, Artesia, saw Mexico, of the exact tiae 
aad date plugging operations oa oaoh woll are to commence. 

(4) That jurisdiction of thia cause is retained fer tho 
entry of suoh farther orders as the Commission may deem necessary, 

DOME at saata Fo, Mow Mexico, oa the day aad year horeia-
above deaignated. 

STATB OF SEW MEXICO 
Oil. CQHSERVATIGH COMMISSION 

EDWIH L. MECHEM, chairman 

secretary 


