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15 October 1970 

Mr. A. L. P o r t e r , J r . , S e c r e t a r y - D i r e c t o r 
New Mexico O i l Conservation Commission 
P. O. Box 2088 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Dear Mr. Porter: 

Enclosed herewith, please f i n d t r i p l i c a t e copies o f A p p l i c a t i o n 
o f Byron McKnight f o r permission t o d r i l l two e x p l o r a t o r y 
t e s t w e l l s i n the Potash-Oil Area, Lea County, New Mexico, and 
f o r an exception t o Order R - l l l - A t o the casing requirements 
f o r the two e x p l o r a t o r y w e l l s . 

I understand t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n w i l l be set f o r hearing before 
an examiner on October 28, 1970. At the date of t h i s w r i t i n g , 
we do not a n t i c i p a t e any p r o t e s t from the Potash-Oil operators. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

AJL:j w 
Enclosures 

cc: Mr. Byron McKnight 



BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

STATE OF NEfl/rl^EXICO 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 
BYRON MCKNIGHT FOR PERMISSION TO 
DRILL TWO EXPLORATORY TEST WELLS IN : 
THE POTASH-OIL AREA, LEA COUNTY, : Case No. 
NEW MEXICO, AND FOR AN EXCEPTION TO 
ORDER R - l l l - A TO THE CASING REQUIRE
MENTS FOR THE TWO EXPLORATORY WELLS 

APPLICATION 

COMES BYRON McKNIGHT by h i s a t t o r n e y and i n support 

1. A p p l i c a n t i s the operator o f the Yates Forma

t i o n u n d e r l y i n g the NE/4 NE/4 Section 34, NW/4 NW/4 Section 

35, Township 19 South, Range 33 East, N.M.P.M., Lea County, 

New Mexico, and operator proposes t o d r i l l two e x p l o r a t o r y 

w e l l s , one on each of sa i d 40-acre t r a c t s , t o a depth of 

approximately 3,80 0 f e e t below the surface. 

2. I n the d r i l l i n g of s a i d w e l l , a p p l i c a n t pro

poses t o u t i l i z e the f o l l o w i n g casing and cementing program, 

8-5/8 inch casing set a t approximately 300 
f e e t , w i t h such casing t o be cemented w i t h 
approximately 300 sacks necessary t o c i r c u 
l a t e the cement t o the ground surface 

4-1/2 or 5-inch casing s e t a t approximately 
3,800 f e e t , and i f produ c t i o n i s obtained 
such casing s h a l l be cemented w i t h s u f f i 
c i e n t cement t o c i r c u l a t e the same t o the 
surface o f the ground. 

3. The two e x p l o r a t o r y w e l l l o c a t i o n s are w i t h i n 

the Potash-Oil Area, Lea County, New Mexico, defined i n Order 

R - l l l - A , and the ap p l i c a n t ' s proposed casing and cementing 

of t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n , states? 

t o - w i t : 



programs f o r the two e x p l o r a t o r y t e s t w e l l s are not i n com

pli a n c e w i t h said Order R - l l l - A . 

4. That United States Potash and Chemical Company, 

P. 0. Box 101, Carlsbad, New Mexico, and Potash Company o f 

America, P. 0. Box 31, Carlsbad, New Mexico, are a l l o f the 

potash operators h o l d i n g Potash Leases w i t h i n a radius of 

one m i l e of the two e x p l o r a t o r y w e l l s . The a p p l i c a n t has 

fur n i s h e d each of said potash operators w i t h the w e l l loca

t i o n p l a t and the n o t i c e o f i n t e n t i o n t o d r i l l each of the 

ex p l o r a t o r y w e l l s , and the Return Receipts f o r such C e r t i 

f i e d M a i l w i l l be f i l e d w i t h the Commission a t the time of 

hearing on t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n . 

5. The approval o f t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n w i l l prevent 

waste and p r o t e c t c o r r e l a t i v e r i g h t s . 

WHEREFORE, a p p l i c a n t prays: 

A. That t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n be set f o r hearing before 

an examiner and t h a t n o t i c e o f said hearing be given as r e 

q u i r e d by law. 

B. That upon hearing, the Commission enter i t s 

Order g r a n t i n g permission to a p p l i c a n t t o d r i l l the two ex

p l o r a t o r y t e s t w e l l s i n the Potash-Oil Area, Lea County, New 

Mexico, and grant t o a p p l i c a n t an exception t o the casing 

requirements of Order R - l l l - A f o r the two e x p l o r a t o r y w e l l s . 

C. And f o r such other r e l i e f as may be j u s t i n 

the premises. 

BYRON MCKNIGHT 

A r t e s i a , New Mexico 88210 

Attorn e y f o r A p p l i c a n t 
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