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PACE 2 

BEFORE THE 
NEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

CONFERENCE ROOM, STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING 
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

A p r i l 5, 1972 

EXAMINER HEARING 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

A p p l i c a t i o n o f Jack L. 
McClellan f o r a w a t e r f l o o d 
expansion, Chaves County, 
New Mexico. 

Case NO. 4686 

BEFORE: Daniel S. Nutter 
A l t e r n a t e Examiner 

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING 
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MR. NUTTER: C a l l next case number 4686. 

MR. HATCH: Case 4686. A p p l i c a t i o n of Jack 

L. McClellan f o r a w a t e r f l o o d expansion, Chaves County, New 

Mexico. 

ME. KELLAHIN: I f the Examiner please, Jason 

K e l l a h i n , K e l l a h i n and Fox, Santa Fe, appearing f o r the a p p l i 

cant. We have one witness I would l i k e t o have sworn. 

(THEREUPON, the witness was duly sworn.) 

WILLIAM J. LeMAY 

was c a l l e d as a witness i n behalf of the a p p l i c a n t , and having 

been f i r s t duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d upon h i s oath as f o l l o w s , 

t o - w i t : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. KELLAHIN: 

Q. Would you s t a t e your name, please? 

A. W i l l i a m J. LeMay. 

Q. What business are you engaged i n , Mr. LeMay? 

A. I am a c o n s u l t i n g g e o l o g i s t i n Santa Fe, New 

Mexico. 

Q. I n connection w i t h your work as a co n s u l t a n t 

g e o l o g i s t , have you done any work f o r the Jack L. McClellan 

i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r case number 4686? 

A. Yes, s i r , I have. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

S 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

PAGE 4 

Q. Have you t e s t i f i e d before the O i l Conservation 

Commission and made your q u a l i f i c a t i o n s a matter of record? 

A. Yes, I have. 

MR. KELLAHIN: Are the witness's q u a l i f i c a t i o n s 

acceptable? 

MR. NUTTER: Yes, they are. 

Q. Mr. LeMay, what i s proposed by the a p p l i c a n t 

i n case 4686? 

A. Jack McClellan proposes i n case 4686 t o gain 

approval f o r three water i n j e c t i o n w e l l s i n h i s w a t e r f l o o d 

of the Sulimar-Queen f i e l d i n Chaves County. Also, he 

requests t h a t f u t u r e i n j e c t i o n w e l l s be approved a d m i n i s t r a 

t i v e l y by the Commission. 

Q. And t h a t would be whether there has been a 

response t o the w a t e r f l o o d p r o j e c t or not, i s t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

A. That's c o r r e c t . He i s i n j e c t i n g water a t the 

present time and depending upon the p r o d u c t i o n , o i l production 

of c u r r e n t w e l l s , and the need f o r a d d i t i o n a l i n j e c t i o n 

w e l l s , he w i l l expand the f l o o d as needed. 

Q. Now, would you describe the w e l l s which are 

proposed t o be included as i n j e c t i o n wells? 

A. Yes, s i r . As a d v e r t i s e d on the docket, the 

three w e l l s which are proposed f o r approval by the Commission 

are the Smernoff Federal number one, l o c a t e d i n u n i t B of 

Section 24, 15 South, Range 29 East. That w e l l i s colored 
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orange on the enclosed e x h i b i t . The C a r t h e l Federal number 

two i n u n i t P of Section 23, same township and range, and 

the LaRue Federal number i n u n i t D o f Section 25, 15 South, 

29 East. 

Q. Do you know whether the use f o r these w e l l s of 

water i n j e c t i o n has been approved by the U.S.G.S. 

A. Yes, s i r , I understand t h a t the U.S.G.S. has 

approved the w e l l s f o r i n j e c t i o n . 

Q. And as f a r as you know they are p r e s e n t l y 

being used f o r i n j e c t i o n ? 

A. That's c o r r e c t . They have — there has been 

water i n j e c t e d i n those w e l l s . 

Q. And t h a t n e c e s s i t a t e d t h i s hearing? 

A. Yes, s i r . 

Q. These w e l l s were not included i n order number 

R-4214 which approved the Sulimar-Queen w a t e r f l o o d p r o j e c t , 

were they? 

A. No, they were not, and i n t a l k i n g t o the engi 

neer w i t h Mr. McClellan, he i n d i c a t e d some change was 

necessary i n the i n j e c t i o n p a t t e r n , because of the production 

on the Lisa C. f e d e r a l lease, which includes the east h a l f 

of Section 24 w i t h the exception of the two f o r k s as shown 

on the e x h i b i t . 

This lease, f o u r w e l l s are c u r r e n t l y producing 

s i x t y - t h r e e b a r r e l s of o i l per day, and as i t i s a l i t t l e too 
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good t o i n j e c t water i n , i s what i t amounts t o r i g h t now, 

so t h i s necessitated i n plans i n the i n j e c t i o n p a t t e r n t h a t 

was i n i t i a l l y approved by the Commission. 

Q. Now, water i s being i n j e c t e d i n t h i s p r o j e c t , 

i s i t not? 

A. That's c o r r e c t . My understanding i s as of the 

f i r s t of A p r i l , 197 2, a t o t a l of a hundred and twenty-two 

thousand nine hundred and e i g h t y - e i g h t b a r r e l s o f o i l had been 

i n j e c t e d i n t o the f o r m a t i o n . 

MR. NUTTER: Of water? 

A. Water, I'm s o r r y ; b a r r e l s o f water. 

Q. Hasn't the p r o j e c t received a response as yet? 

A. No, i t hasn't. 

Q. Would you a n t i c i p a t e a response w i t h t h a t 

volume o f water? 

A. No, I would not. They a n t i c i p a t e a response i n 

three t o fou r months, and p o s s i b l y longer, unless the volume 

of water i n j e c t e d i n the f o r m a t i o n i s increased. 

Q. Was e x h i b i t number one prepared by you or under 

your supervision? 

A. Yes, s i r , i t was. 

MR. KELLAHIN: I would l i k e t o o f f e r i n evidence 

e x h i b i t number one. 

MR. NUTTER: McClellan E x h i b i t Number One w i l l 

be admitted i n evidence. 
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MR. KELLAHIN: That's a l l I have o f t h i s 

witness . 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. NUTTER: 

Q. Mr. LeMay, the c o n s t r u c t i o n of these w e l l s f o r 

water i n j e c t i o n purposes hasn't been mentioned. We d i d 

approve c e r t a i n w e l l s f o r water i n j e c t i o n purposes a f t e r the 

hearing i n Hobbs f o r t h i s — or i n Roswell --

A. Roswell. 

Q. — Roswell, f o r t h i s p r o j e c t , a t y p i c a l w e l l 

c o n s t r u c t i o n program was submitted a t t h a t time and approved. 

A. That's c o r r e c t . 

Q. Are these w e l l s completed i n a s i m i l a r plan? 

A. Yes, s i r , they are a l l completed as i n d i c a t e d 

by the order, the packers placed approximately f i f t y above 

the pay zone, or the i n j e c t i o n zone, and co r r o s i o n i s con

t r o l l e d by treatment, United Chemical i s t r e a t i n g the water 

p r i o r t o i n j e c t i o n , because th e r e i s no p l a s t i c l i n k i n g on 

the t u b i n g . 

Q. And i n each of these i t i s going down t u b i n g 

under a packer's arm? 

A. That's c o r r e c t , and the anulus i s monitored 

at the surface w i t h other f l u i d s . 

MR. NUTTER: Are there any other questions of 
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Mr. LeMay? He may be excused. 

(THEREUPON, the witness was excused.) 

MR. NUTTER: Do you have anything f u r t h e r , 

Mr. Kellahin? 

MR. KELLAHIN: That's a l l , Mr. N u t t e r . 

MR. NUTTER: You d i d wish t h a t t h i s order 

t h a t a u t horized the water f l o o d be amended t o also include 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e procedure i n the fu t u r e ? 

MR. KELLAHIN: That's c o r r e c t . 

MR. NUTTER: For a d d i t i o n a l w e l l s w i t h t h a t 

response? 

MR. KELLAHIN: That's r i g h t . 

MR. NUTTER: Does anyone have anything 

f u r t h e r t o o f f e r i n case number 4686? We'll take the case 

under advisement. 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
) SS. 

COUNTY OF BERNALILLO ) 

I , LINDA MALONE, a C e r t i f i e d Shorthand Reporter, do 

hereby c e r t i f y t h a t the foregoing and attached T r a n s c r i p t o f 

Hearing before the New Mexico O i l Conservation Commission was 

report e d by me; and t h a t the same i s a t r u e and c o r r e c t 

record of the said proceedings, t o the best of my knowledge, 

s k i l l and a b i l i t y . 

CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER 

Mr 
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