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new aid implanted. The operation 
cost more than heart bypass surgery, 
but the new device has 22 channels; 
some pick up high-pitched sounds, 
some low. Erwin tunes the device 
with the box he carries around, 
according to the type of sound - or 
voice he wishes to hear. 

"Environmental noises are very 
distinct,'' he says. 

Voices for him are still auditory 
blurs, however, so he has become an 
adept lip-reader. Erwin bas never 
had occasion to learn sign language 
because, he says, "The people I deal 
with are all hearing.'' 

His employees have always been 
understanding, he says: "We commu
nicate really good. If it gets really 
serious, we get out a pen and pencil." 

For the past nine years, he has had 
the help of another hearing aid as 
well - Buddy, his little bluck 
Pomeranian. 

"If anybody comes to my house and 
rings the doorbell, he'll come and get 
me," he said. 

Erwin says he wants his story to 
be Inspirational to others. If there is 
one point be wants to make clear, it 
is that deafness need not be much of 
an obstruction. " I still go fishing, I 
still go hunting, I still go dancing (be 
can feel the beat) and I have never 
let it stop me from doing anything 
that I was used to doing before." ' 

A contemplative expression wash
es over his face as Erwin searches 
for the words to explain that determi
nation, then suddenly they come 
spilling out: "Most people have1 the 
patience to go ahead and accept 

. these things because they know that 
this is not going to change the indi
vidual. It's going to change your 
everyday life to a certain extent, but 
it's not going to change the way you 
feel inside." 

ing top proposals this week 
Tuesday, the long-
II will get its first 

Voters and Elec-
!i Room 305. 
was introduced by 

ii Underwood, D-
aker of the House 

/, D-Albuquerque, 
uity governmental 
• i wd during the in-
. ear's session by a 

I by Underwood and 
.mlcock. 
ilsare: 

..ore frequent and 
( aign reports. 
:k- definition of a 
iude "exploratory" 

candidates. 
• Requiring political action com

mittees to register and fully disclose-
membership and contributions. 

• Closing a loophole on disclosure 
of anonymous contributions, and on 
small fund-raiser events. 

• Specifying narrow legal uses for 
leftover campaign funds. 

• Banning any fund-raising during 
the legislative session. Both houses 
already have agreed to do this by 
joint legislative rule for the 1993 
session. 

• Disclosing major occupation or 
type of business for all major cam
paign contributors of $250or more. 

• Prohibiting fund-raising solicita

tions by any official or employee of a 
regulatory office such as the state 
Corporation Commission. 

• Prohibiting pass-through con
tributions, i I 

• Increasing penalties; for vio
lations from $10 per day to $50 per 
day to a maximum fine of $5,000. 

• Adopting an education, volun
tary compliance and binding 
arbitration enforcement program 
that will allow for citizen complaints. 

The bill also Includes a strict lob
byist regulation section that covers 
lobbyists year-round, requires full 
disclosure of expenditures, and pro
hibits lobbyists from serving as 
campaign officials for politicians. 
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She cited a case last year hi which 
NARAL helped a Navy wife in 
Virginia obtain an abortion after she 
was diagnosed with a malignant 
brain tumor. Her doctors prescribed 
radiation and chemotherapy but 
wouldn't administer it because she 
was pregnant, Michelman said. 

But they were barred from 
performing an abortion in a military 
hospital, and the outside.clinic they, 
sent her to refused to do one because' 
of her medical condition. 

"Here's a woman whose life and 
health were in danger and they could 
not get an abortion," Mlcnelman 
said. "This Is unbelievable." 

Douglas Johnson, legislative 

Russian delegation tours 
Lea County's oil patch 
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director of tne National Right to Life 
Committee, an an -̂abortion organi
zation, said Clinton's order "forces 
military hospitals to serve as abor
tion mills and there will be loss of 
life." 

He said there was some confusion 
about the "relevant (Defense De
partment) policies and procedures" 
referred to in the order. 

"The services in tne '70s only 
allowed third-trimester abortions in 
fairly well-defined circumstances," 

••he said, and it was not clear whether* 
that policy would be reinstituted. t f 

Johnson also cited put conscience * 
clauses that said doctors and nurses 
did not have to perform abortions if 
they did not want to. 

"We hope that those will be main
tained," be said. 
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, they lose," she said. 

I ans at the Buffalo 

Sports Garden bar groaned and 
yelled frantically as Jim Kelly was 
knocked out of the game with an 
injury. 

There still was optimism when 
quarterback Frank Reich hit Don 
Beebe with a touchdown pass in tne 
last play of the third quarter, but the 
feeling was soon deflated. 

"They didn't do it. I can't stand to 
watch anymore," said Mark 
Kopenikl, who traveled about SO 

miles from Jamestown to go to the 
convention center party. 

Plans for a victory party downtown 
were scrapped, and Bills spokesman 
Denny Lynch said there will be no 
welcome-home celebration either, 
even though one was held after the 
last two Super Bowl losses. 

"They lose three in a row, they 
shouldn't have a party," said Kevin 
Klass, who drove SOO miles from 
Portland, Maine, to watch the game 
in Buffalo. 'They don't deservelt." 

about 32,000 people, Muravlenko, iii 
tlie transition area where forest turns 
to tundra. One of the group's two 
translators, Aleksei Sukharev, said 
the temperature gets down to 60 
degrees below zero — on the Centi
grade scale. 

"It's nine months of- winter, three 
months of summer," he said, 
translating comments from other 
passengers in the van on loan from 
the city of Hobbs. "It's very difficult 
in winter because of the cold. A lot of 
mosquitoes in the summer, it's very 
difficult." 

Muravlenko itself,was described as 
a "company town," in the old sense, 
of two-story wood bouses and four-
story brick buildings. When the men 
in the van were asked if they were 
married, all but one indicated yes. 

"Do you have any girls for him?" 
Sukharev asked. "He will take her 
back to Siberia." 

The bachelor grinned as the others 
laughed. 

The visitors spent just over an hour 
at the drilling rig, which had been 
dropped only two days earlier by 
Ziadril. The diesel-powered engines 
roared as the visitors circulated. One 
of them, geologist Nikolay Oleinik, 
was extremely curious.. 

"The gentleman was interested ln 
the dimensions of the pipe, the depth 
of the formations we drill, the depth 
we set our casing at—in general, the 
parameters of what we're doing," 
commented the tool pusher or rig 
manager, Jim Bullok of Hobbs. 

There was a language barrier, 
especially given the specialized ter
minology of the oilfield. Bullok noted, 
for example, there was no direct 
translation for the word, "derrick." 
He added, "When we came across 
with the right word, they seemed to 
understand." 

McPeters said, "They were inter
ested in all different ways. A lot of 
questions. It was really refreshing to 
have so many asked." 

After leaving Ziadril's rig, 
Sukharev said, "Drilling rigs are 
very much the same. The only dif
ference is everything is enclosed 
because of the weather conditions. 
It's covered." 

Site preparation is- * major first 
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breaks, so the rigs are built up on 
pads or platforms. In addition, five to 
30 wetts will be drilled at the same 
location, extending out at angles 
from the pad. 

Crossing the Llano Estacado 
toward Buckeye, the Russians were 
asked if the landscape back home 
was dotted with pump jacks. 
Sukharev translated, "The company 
has 2,400 wells, 70 percent have pump 
jacks. Tbey even use pump jacks of 
American production. Some." 

After a brown bag lunch provided 
by the Lea County Industrial Devel
opment Corp. at Texaco's offices at 
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Buckeye, the visitors crowded 
around a 4-by-4 Ford pickup truck 
parked out front. Its owner, Texaco 
production supervisor Bobby Mc-
Curry, popped the hood and started 
the engine at their request. 

Lunch was followed by a visit to 
Phillips Petroleum's combination 
water and carbon dioxide gas flood 
unit. The water and gas are forced 
down injection wells to the under
ground pool where the oil is located. 
The water and gas drive the oil to 
production wells, where it is brought 
to the surface. 

The next stop was Texaco's nearby 
waterflood project, where only water 
is injected to recover the oil. Tex
aco's staff focused on the computer 
monitoring system used keep track 
of various field operations. The 
state-of-the-art made an impression. 

After leaving Texaco's office,, the 
Russians talked with animation. 
When asked about computerization, 
Sukharev translated, "They do have 
computers, but the difference is 
there is not as much data; interfaces 
are worse and the computers are not 
connected in a network." 

A instructor in petroleum 
technology at New Mexico Junior 
College, Lowell B. Deckert oi Hobbs, 
spent the entire day with the touring 
group. In addition to being struck by 
their curiosity, Deckert said, "one of 
the things they've talked about sev
eral times is how clean and neat 
everything is. I heard it several 
times." 

The Russians made it back to 
Texaco's area headquarters in Hobbs 
just in time to watch Michael 
Jackson's half time show during the 
Super Bowl. If they were impressed 
by the performance, they did an 
excellent job of containing their ex
citement. 

The Russian's tour of Lea County's 
oil and gas facilities continues today 
with visits to, among other places, 
Cobra Tank Manufacturing Inc. and 
Watson Truck & Supply Co. A ban
quet will be beld this evening at 
Hobbs Country Club. 

The group will leave tomorrow for 
Houston. 

Hobbs council 

fire report 
The Hobbs Fire Department will 

present its annual report to city com
missioners at their regular meeting 
tonight. 

The meeting, held at commission
ers chambers at City Hall, 300 N. 
Turner St., will begin at 7 p.m. 

Commissioners will also hear a 
report from representatives of the 
Palmer Drug Abuse Program. 
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Dallas' first Super Bowl victory since 
1978. 

"It's a little more busy than a 
normal Sunday night, but nothing out 
of the ordinary," said Dallas police 
Sgt. Perry Gresham. 

Vendors also were quick to capital
ize on the euDhoria. 

Gary Mash was the first person on 
the scene selling T-shirts proclaim
ing the Cowboys world champions. A 
crowd quickly formed as he hawked 
20 dozen of the black shirts at $10 
apiece. 

"It was a gamble, but we printed 
them in advance," he said. 
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