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HAND D r ' - \: y p ir r-

Mr . Wii "< lam J LeMa-
O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n 
P.O. Boo 2088 
Santa Fe . New Mexico B~591 

m 
OCT 2 

Re : Meridian O i l Inc.. on behalf of 
EJ FdO" Natural Gas C cmr anv. 
fo r inorthodox Location, fan 
Joan 30-* Unit "-'ell No. 479. 
Enrir: F r u i t l a n d Coal Gas Fool, 
E i : P r r i b a Coui:'':v. Mew Mexico 

Dear Mr I.eHa'"': 

End zsB-i please f i n d "he o r i g i n a l and one copy of 
Meridian '11 Tne.'s a p t l i c a t i o n on behalf of El Paso Natural 
Gas Con-p-;ny . f or approval of an unorthodox l o c a t i o n i n ths 
Basin F r u i t land Coal Gas Pool. Rio A r r i b a County, New 
Mexico. Fi'-ase set f h i s appl ica'1" ion f o r hearing on the ex
aminer i-:<: be r on November 19, 198 9. 

Th-re *re no o f f s e t t i n g owners or operators t o be 
n o t i f i e f because a l l surrounding lands are w i t h i n the San 
Juan 3 0 - 6 Unit operated by El Paso Natural Gas Company. 

WTR/til 
End . 

xo ; Hi i . i v: Alexander 
Meridian O i l Inc. 
P.o Fnox 4 28 ° 
F; r<o:iov-n MP;.: Mexico 27*99-4239 



OCT 

"'TATE CF NEW MEXICO 

MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OII. CONSERVATION DIVISION 

IN THE MATTEF: OF THE APPLICATION 
OF MERIDIAN OIL INC. OH BEHALF 
OF EL PASO NATURAL GAS COMPANY. 
FOP AP ' vA . OF AN UNORTHODOX 
LOCAT I'"-N , BASTN FRUITLAND COAL 
GAS POO!. , RIO ARRIBA COUNTY, 
NEW MEXICO 

Case No 

P P T T T I O N 

O.-MES :V:V Meridian O i l Inc., on behalf of El Paso Natural 

Gas Comrarv by and 'hrouah i t s a t t o r n e y s , KELLAHIN, KELLAHIN & 

AUBREY, and applies to the New Mexico O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n 

fo r a p c r 1 of an unorthodox Basin F r u i t l a n d "Coal gas we 11 

l o c a t i o n f o r I t s San Juan ?0-6 Unit No. 479 Well. 2 300 f e e t FWL 

and 13 PI* f e-t FSL 'SF'4 SW.M' of Section 29, T30N, R6W, Rio 

Arrib a •••*•-. vpty. New Mexico. 

above- v i t o i p r o r a t i o n anc spacing u n i t which i s part of the 

San Juan ": Unit. 

s p a c i n j u n i t consist ing of the W'2 of Section 29, i n accordance 

wi t h the r u j es governina the Basin F r u i t l a n d Coal Pool. 

proposer t d r i l l i+s San Jv.?n 30-6 Unit No. 4 79 Well at an un

orthodox oa..; '-/ell l o r a t i o n ? 30 ̂  f eet FWL and 1310 fee t FSL (SE/4 

SW M ) o :' Sect ion 29 T̂ OH.. F. 6 W, Rio A r r i b a Countv. New Mexico. 

I l Paso flat nra] Oas Comcany i s the operator of the 

Applicant proposes t o form a standard p r o r a t i o n and 

Pue t o archaeological considerations, Applicant 



4. Attached as E x h i b i t A i s a p l a t showing the described 

acreage and the proposed w e l l l o c a t i o n . 

5, There are no o f f s e t t i n g owners or operators t o be 

n o t i f i e d because a l l surrounding lands are i n the San Juan 30-6 

Unit. 

WHEPEFOEE, Applicant recuests t h a t a f t e r n o t i c e and hear

ing, the a p p l i c a t i o n be granted, 

Attorneys f o r Meridian O i l Inc. 



Well Name 

EL PASO NATURAL OAS COMPANY 

San Juan 30-6 Unit #479 

Footage 1310' FSL; 2300' FWL 

APPLICATION FOR NON-STANDARD LOCATION 

County Rio Arriba State New Mexico Section 29 Township 30N Range 6W 

Remarks A l l surrounding lands w i t h i n the San Juan 30-6 Unit boundaries -

El Paso Natural Gas - Operator 

EXHIBIT "A" 



STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

GARREY CARRUTHERS POST OFFICE BOX 2088 
STATE LAND OFFICE BlhLDING 

SANTA FE NEW MEXICO 87504 
[505] 937-5800 

GOVERNOR 

October 17, 1989 

Meridian O i l , Inc. 
P.O. Box 4289 
Farmington, NM 87499-4289 

A t t e n t i o n : Peggy B r a d f i e l d 

RE: Unorthodox Coal Gas Well Location 
A p p l i c a t i o n , San Juan 30-6 Unit Well No. 
479; 1310' FSL - 2300' FWL, N-29-T30N-
R6W, NMPM, Basin-Fruitland Coal Gas 
Pool, Rio A r r i b a County, New Mexico. 

Dear Ms. B r a d f i e l d : 

The NM O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n has reviewed your a p p l i c a t i o n dated May 
30, 1989, f o r an unorthodox l o c a t i o n f o r the above-described w e l l , and 
has concluded t h a t your a p p l i c a t i o n cannot be approved a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y . 
We are th e r e f o r e r e t u r n i n g your a p p l i c a t i o n t o you a t t h i s time. 

Should you s t i l l wish t o have t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n considered, you may r e -
f i l e the a p p l i c a t i o n and request an examiner hearing. I f you so e l e c t , 
please be prepared t o submit evidence regarding the topographic 
conditions, the f e a s i b i l i t y of d i r e c t i o n a l d r i l l i n g and pro v i s i o n s f o r 
a r e s t r i c t i o n on production i n order t o p r o t e c t c o r r e l a t i v e r i g h t s . 
Notice should be given as required i n General Rule 1207. 

I f you should have any questions, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Michael E. Stogner 
Chief Hearing Officer/Engineer 

MES/ag 

cc: O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n - Aztec 
US Bureau of Land Management - Farmington 
W i l l i a m J. LeMay 
V i c t o r T. Lyon 
Robert. G. S t o v a l l 



/ 

MERIDIAN ©BL 

May 24, 1989 ~] n e II n r 
JU MAY 3 • !989 

Mr. William LeMay 
New Mexico O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n OfL CC'' 
Post O f f i c e Box 2088 1 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 

Dear Mr. LeMay: 

This i s a request f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e approval f o r an unorthodox 
gas w e l l l o c a t i o n i n the Basin F r u i t l a n d Coal Pool. 

I t i s intended t o locate the El Paso Natural Gas Company San Juan 
30-6 Unit #479 at 1310' from the South l i n e and 2300' from the 
West l i n e of Section 29, T-30-N, R-6-W, Rio A r r i b a County, New 
Mexico. 

This non-standard l o c a t i o n i s at the request of the Bureau of Land 
Management per the attached l e t t e r . 

A l l surrounding lands are w i t h i n the San Juan 30-6 Unit boundaries. 
* 

Plats showing the proposed w e l l l o c a t i o n and the t e r r a i n i n 
Section 29, along wi t h an ownership p l a t , are attached. 

Sincerely yours, 

Peggy B r a d f i e l d 

encl. 

Meridian Oil Inc.. 3535 East 30th St.. P.O Box 4289. Farmington, New Mexico 87499-4289, Telephone 505-327-0251 



County 

EL PASO NATURAL OAS COMPANY 

Well Name San Juan 30-6 Unit #479 

Footage 13LO' FSL; 2300' FWL 

APPLICATION FOR NON-STANDARD LOCATION 

Rio Arriba State New Mexico Section 29 Township 30N Range 6W 

7 

^,1 

"si 

1 
si„ j^,^ je t / / - it *S34 

Remarks A l l surrounding lands are within the San Juan 30-6 Unit boundaries. 

El Paso Natural Gas - Operator. 

JVC 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
FARMINGTON RESOURCE AREA 

1235 LA PLATA HIGHWAY 
FARMINGTON. NEW MEXICO 87401 IN REPLY REFER TO: 

SF-080712-A (WC) 
3162.3-1 (019) 

MAY 1 2 1389 

El Paso Natural Gas Company 
Attn: Mr. Charles Werner 
P. 0. Box 4289 
Farmington, NM 87499 

Dear Mr. Werner: 

This l e t t e r i s a written follow up to our conversation regarding the location 
of your well No. 479 San Juan 30-6 Unit. After working together to f i n d a 
suitable location within the window established by the New Mexico Oi l 
Conservation Commission i n the SW/4 sec. 29, T. 30 N., R. 6 W., we suggest you 
submit a non-standard location. Acceptable locations and access roads cannot 
be developed within the window because of topographical constraints. From our 
work together, a location i n the NE/4SW/4 would be most suitable. 

In the past, we have discussed that non-standard locations would probably be 
proposed more frequently as the more desirable locations are taken by previous 
development and land use constraints. Hopefully, approval of these locations 
w i l l become routine. We w i l l be glad to support your non-standard proposal 
for t h i s well to the NMOCC. I f there i s any further way i n which we can be of 
assistance, please contact me or one of my Fluids Surface Management Staff at 
(505) 327-5344. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Fellows 
j j j r Area Manager 



t B 
Diana QfTica 
S___uaa-4 
F e a U w i 

DISTRICT! 
P.O. Box 1910, Hobbt. NM UQ40 

r?TI7TRICT n 
P.O. Dtw— OD, Anna. NM IC10 
nrcTMCT m 
1000 Rio Bun- * _ , ASK. NM 17410 

Sen of New Mexico 
Energy, Minerals md Natural Resources Depcraneot 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 
P.O. Box 2088 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-2088 
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