
STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF THE HEARING 
CALLED BY THE OIL CONSERVATION 
DIVISION FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
CONSIDERING: 

CASE NO. 9481 
Order No. R-8 74 9 

APPLICATION OF ROBERT N. 
ENFIELD FOR AN UNORTHODOX 
GAS WELL LOCATION, CHAVES 
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO. 

ORDER OF THE DIVISION 

BY THE DIVISION; 

This cause came on f o r hearing a t 8:15 a.m. on 
September 14, 1988, a t Santa Fe, New Mexico, before 
Examiner David R. Catanach. 

NOW, on t h i s 23rd & a Y o f September, 1988, the D i v i s i o n 
D i r e c t o r , having considered the testimony, the record, and 
the recommendations of the Examiner, and being f u l l y advised 
i n the premises, 

FINDS THAT: 

(1) Due p u b l i c n o t i c e having been given as r e q u i r e d 
by law, the D i v i s i o n has j u r i s d i c t i o n of t h i s cause and the 
sub j e c t matter t h e r e o f . 

(2) D i v i s i o n Cases Nos. 9481 and 9482 were co n s o l i d a t e d 
a t the time of the hearing f o r the purpose of testimony. 

(3) The a p p l i c a n t , Robert N. E n f i e l d , seeks approval 
t o d r i l l i t s Sabine Well No. 1 a t an unorthodox gas w e l l 
l o c a t i o n 2310 f e e t from the South l i n e and 1650 f e e t from 
the West l i n e (Unit K) of Section 29, Township 7 South, 
Range 31 East, NMPM, Lone Wolf-Devonian Gas Pool, Chaves 
County, New Mexico, the SW/4 of s a i d Section 29 t o be 
dedicated t o the w e l l . 

(4) The proposed w e l l i s l o c a t e d w i t h i n the h o r i z o n t a l 
boundaries of the Lone Wolf-Devonian Gas Pool and i s t h e r e ­
f o r e s u b j e c t t o the s p e c i a l r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s f o r s a i d 
pool as promulgated by D i v i s i o n Order No. R-8677 which 
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r e q u i r e w e l l s t o be l o c a t e d no nearer than 510 f e e t from the 
outer boundary of the p r o r a t i o n u n i t or 330 f e e t t o any 
governmental q u a r t e r - q u a r t e r s e c t i o n l i n e or s u b d i v i s i o n 
i n n e r boundary, nor nearer than 1320 f e e t t o the nearest 
w e l l d r i l l i n g or capable of producing from s a i d p o o l . 

(5) The a p p l i c a n t i s the owner and operator of the 
McCombs Well No. 1 l o c a t e d 1650 f e e t from the North l i n e 
and 990 f e e t from the West l i n e (Unit E) of sa i d Section 
29, s a i d w e l l being the discovery w e l l f o r the Lone Wolf-
Devonian Gas Pool. 

(6) The a p p l i c a n t presented geologic evidence obtained 
from the McCombs Well No. 1 which i n d i c a t e s t h a t a w e l l 
d r i l l e d a t the proposed l o c a t i o n should encounter the 
Devonian f o r m a t i o n a t a more s t r u c t u r a l l y advantageous 
p o s i t i o n up-dip from the gas-water c o n t a c t than a w e l l 
d r i l l e d a t a standard l o c a t i o n thereon, thereby i n c r e a s i n g 
the l i k e l i h o o d o f o b t a i n i n g commercial p r o d u c t i o n . 

(7) The a p p l i c a n t i s the owner of a l l a f f e c t e d o f f s e t 
acreage and no other o f f s e t operator o b j e c t e d t o the pro­
posed l o c a t i o n . 

(8) Approval of the s u b j e c t a p p l i c a t i o n w i l l a f f o r d 
the a p p l i c a n t the o p p o r t u n i t y t o produce i t s j u s t and 
e q u i t a b l e share of the gas i n the s u b j e c t p o o l , w i l l p r e­
vent the economic loss caused by the d r i l l i n g of unnecessary 
w e l l s , avoid the augmentation of r i s k a r i s i n g from the 
d r i l l i n g of an excessive number of w e l l s , and w i l l otherwise 
prevent waste and p r o t e c t c o r r e l a t i v e r i g h t s . 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT: 

(1) The a p p l i c a n t , Robert N. E n f i e l d , i s hereby 
a u t h o r i z e d t o d r i l l i t s Sabine Well No. 1 a t an unorthodox 
gas w e l l l o c a t i o n 2310 f e e t from the South l i n e and 1650 
f e e t from the West l i n e (Unit K) o f Section 29, Township 
7 South, Range 31 East, NMPM, Lone Wolf-Devonian Gas Pool, 
Chaves County, New Mexico. 

(2) The SW/4 o f sa i d Section 29 s h a l l be dedicated 
t o the above-described w e l l . 

(3) J u r i s d i c t i o n of t h i s cause i s r e t a i n e d f o r the 
e n t r y of such f u r t h e r orders as the D i v i s i o n may deem 
necessary. 
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