
BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 
RAY WESTALL, FOR AN EXCEPTION TO 
ORDER NO. R-3221, AS AMENDED, TO 
PERMIT THE DISPOSAL OF PRODUCED No. C,- j C 
SALT WATER INTO UNLINED OPEN SUR
FACE PITS IN EDDY COUNTY, NEW 
MEXICO 

APPLICATION 

COMES NOW, Ray Westall by h i s a t t o r n e y s , Jennings & C h r i s t y , 

and seeks an exception t o Order No. R-3221, as amended, t o permit 

the disposal of produced s a l t water i n t o u n l i n e d open surface p i t s 

located adjacent t o tank b a t t e r i e s i n the NE%NE% Section 20, N% and 

N^SE% of Section 21, Township 19 South, Range 31 East, Eddy County, 

New Mexico, and i n support o f said a p p l i c a t i o n , s t a t e s : 

1. A p p l i c a n t i s the operator of leases i n the North 

Hackberry-Yates-Seven Rivers Pool i n the NE%NE% of Section 20 and 

i n the N%, N%SE% of Section 21, Township 19 South, Range 31 East, 

upon which 10 we l l s have been completed. The names and l o c a t i o n s 

of these w e l l s are as f o l l o w s : 

1. Parsley Federal No. 1 U n i t A NE%NE% Section 20 
2. Texas Crude Federal No. 1 Unit J NŴ SÊ  Section 21 
3. H i l l Federal No. 1 Unit H SE%NE% Section 21 
4. H i l l Federal No. 2 Unit A NEJjNElj Section 21 
5. Amoco Federal No. 1 Unit E SŴ NŴ  Section 21 
6. Amoco Federal No. 2 Unit F SÊ NŴ  Section 21 
7. Amoco Federal No. 3 Unit G SW%NE% Section 21 
8. Amoco Federal No. 4 Unit B NW%NE% Section 21 
9. Amoco Federal No. 5 Unit C NE%NW% Section 21 

10. Amoco Federal No. 6 Unit D NW%NW% Section 21 

The Applicant contemplates the d r i l l i n g of an a d d i t i o n a l w e l l i n 

Unit I (NE%SE%) o f Section 21, and p o s s i b l y other w e l l s i n the E% 

of Section 20 and the Sh of Section 21, Township 19 South, Range 31 

2. That i n connection w i t h the production o f o i l from the 10 

we l l s located on the lands described above, there i s produced 

approximately 220 b a r r e l s o f water per day, and said w e l l s , f o r 



the months of A p r i l and May, produced a t o t a l of approximately 

6,380 b a r r e l s of o i l , or an average o f 3,190 b a r r e l s per month. 

3. That the water i s c u r r e n t l y being disposed of i n t o u n l i n e d 

open p i t s located adjacent t o the tank b a t t e r i e s . The water from 

the Parsley Federal No. 1 i s being produced i n t o a p i t located i n 

the NE%NE% o f Section 20; the water from the Texas Crude No. 1 i s 

being produced i n t o a p i t located i n the NW%SE% of Section 21; 

water from the H i l l Federal Nos. 1 and 2 i s being produced i n t o a 

p i t located i n the E%NEk of Section 21; water from the Amoco 

Federal Nos. 1, 3, 4 and 6 i s being produced i n a p i t located i n 

the W*sNW% of Section 21. 

4. That the Amoco Federal Nos. 2 and 5 are c u r r e n t l y shut i n 

as i t i s not economically f e a s i b l e t o t r u c k the amount o f water 

which i s c u r r e n t l y being produced from these w e l l s . 

5. That there i s no f r e s h or potable water i n the v i c i n i t y 

and the only water a v a i l a b l e i n the v i c i n i t y f o r any purposes i s 

from the p i p e l i n e s serving the potash mines i n the area. 

6. That the O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n has granted numerous 

exceptions t o Order No. R-3221 f o r disposal of s a l t water i n 

unli n e d surface p i t s i n the area. 

7. Approval of the A p p l i c a t i o n f o r an exception t o Order No. 

R-3221, as amended, w i l l prevent waste, p r o t e c t c o r r e l a t i v e r i g h t s 

and w i l l not i n j u r e any fr e s h water or present any t h r e a t o f such 

i n j u r y . 

WHEREFORE, Appli c a n t requests t h a t t h i s A p p l i c a t i o n be set f o r 

hearing and t h a t a f t e r n o t i c e and hearing the D i v i s i o n enter i t s 

Order g r a n t i n g A p p l i c a n t an exception t o Order No. R-3221, as 

amended i n accordance w i t h t h i s A p p l i c a t i o n . 

JENNINGS & CHRISTY 

leys f 
'O. Box l ' 

Roswell, New Mexico 88201 



Brought i n by Dan Nutter May 24, 1985 

A p p l i c a t i o n of Ray Westall f o r an exception t o Order No. R-3221, 

Eddy County, New Mexico. 

A p p l i c a n t , i n the above-styled cause, seeks an exception t o 

the p r o v i s i o n s of D i v i s i o n Order No. R-3221 t o permit the 

disposal of produced s a l t water i n f i v e u n l i n e d open surface 

p i t s i n Sections 20 and 21, Township 19 South, Range 31 East, 

North Hackberry Yates-Seven Rivers Pool, as f o l l o w s : 

A 

Section 20: 

a p i t i n the NE/4 NE/4 t o service a p p l i c a n t ' s Parsley Federal 

Well No. 1 which at present produces approximately 10 b a r r e l s 

of water per day. 

Section 21: 

a p i t i n the E/2 NE/4 t o service a p p l i c a n t ' s H i l l Federal Wells 
approximately 

Nos. 1 and 2 which at present produce a combined t o t a l of/20 

b a r r e l s of water per day; 

a p i t i n the E/2 NW/4 t o service a p p l i c a n t ' s Amoco Federal Wells 

Nos. 2 and 5 which a t present produce a combined t o t a l of 

approximately 55 b a r r e l s of water per day; 

a p i t i n the W/2 NW/4 t o service a p p l i c a n t ' s Amoco Federal Wells 

Nos. 1, 3, 4, and 6 which a t present produce a combined t o t a l of 

approximately 125 b a r r e l s of water per day; 

and a p i t i n the N/2 SE/4 t o service a p p l i c a n t ' s Texas Crude 

Well No. 1 which a t present produces approximately 10 b a r r e l s of 

water per day^ " 

and h i s proposed Well No. 2 which may produce s a l t water i n the 

f u t u r e . 


