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Office of Energy and Marine Geology 
Branch of O i l and Gas Resources 
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OIL CON. DP' 
D/ST. 3 

January 10, 1985 

Mr. Frank T. Chavez, D i s t r i c t Supervisor 
State of New Mexico Energy Minerals Department 
Oil Conservation Division 
1000 Rio Brazos Road 
Aztec, New Mexico 87410 

Dear Mr. Chavez, 

Below i s a tabulation of the most recent gas specimen assumed to he 
collected from vents near the Roberts' residence i n the Farmington area. 

ID Gas Wetness £ c 1 5 of Methane % of Total Mixture 
Roberts C. (per thousand) N~ C. C0p C C 

i c l c 5

 5 

•9405 -34-52 56.42 32.08 9-47 2.03 0.00 

a i r free £ C 1 5 of CO Peak 
calc. -41.48 N/A 73-62 21.72 4-60 0.00 

As you can see from the composition and stable carbon isotope analyses, 
the gas very closely approximates the sample we analyzed i n late May of 
1984 and, again, i t i s impossible to in t e r p r e t the source of the gas based 
on our analyses alone. 

You may wish to arrange with outside experts other testing that could 
more closely pinpoint the source of the gas emanating from these vents. 

I w i l l promptly return your cylinder. 

I f we can be of any furt h e r service, please advise. 

Sincerely-

C. N. Threlkeld 



Leak Victims File $2 Million Suit 
By George Johnston 
Daily Times Staff 

Three Farmington residents who 
ere forced from their homes by 
is leaks almost three years ago 
we filed a four-couiit lawsuit seek-. 
Ig $2 million from an oil company, 
le developer of the Valle Grande 
ubdivision and the owners of min-
ral rights beneath their property. . 
The suit, filed Tuesday in San 

uan District Court by Harold and 
Idna Roberts and Guinevere 
Irndy, names William G. Allen Jr., 
iula Lee Jerome, Virginia Smith, 
lossman Gladden Inc. and Amoco 
)il Co. as defendants. 
Mossman Gladden Inc. planned 

ind developed the Valle Grande 
lubdivision; Allen, Jerome and 
Imith are owners of mineral rights; 
ind Amoco is the lessee of under-

San Juan 
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lying mineral interests on Mrs. 
Brady's and the Robertses' proper
ty in the 2100 Block of Camino Rio. 

The plaintiffs are seeking $2 mil
lion on four alternative counts, 
which means they have four 
chances to seek the $2 million. They 
are not seeking $8 million. The suit 
asks $250,000 for the conversion of 
the Roberts property, $250,000 for 
the conversion of Mrs. Brady's 
property, $500,000 for each of the 
plaintiffs for the negligent infliction 
of emotional distress and $250,000 
each for Injuries incurred by Rob
erts and Mrs. Brady. 

The suit claims that in 1981, 
Amoco "fracked" wells with acid' 
and water in order to stimulate 
production from wells adjoining the 
subdivision. Fracking changed the 
underlying structure to such an ex
tent that gas percolated not just to 
the wells, but forced gas through 
other channels connected with the 
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plaintiffs' properties, where the gas 
surfaced in November 1981, accord
ing to the suit. 

The suit also alleges that as a 
direct result of the fracking, chan
nels were opened in the geologic 
substructure to plaintiffs' property, 
where gas percolated into the at
mosphere, where it continues to col
lect in potentially explosive quan
tities. 

The suit claims that the plaintiffs 
were forced to leave their homes 
and live with others. Mrs. Brady 
suffered a heart attack as a conse
quence of being moved out of her 
home, according to the suit. The 
homes now lie vacant, valueless and 
subject to attack by vandals, the 
suit claims. 

Count two, which alternatively 
seeks $2 million, claims the gas con
stitutes a nuisance for which all the 
defendants but Mossman Gladden 
Inc. are responsible. 
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The third count claims that 
Amoco was aware that fracking 
might release gas from other wells 
adjoining Mrs. Brady's and the 
Robertses' properties, but pro
ceeded to frack anyway. The suit 
claims these actions were reckless 
arid in wanton disregard of the 
plaintiffs and their property rights. 

The fourth count claims that 
Mossman Gladden Inc. should have 
known that the subdivision is over a 
gas formation and that wells within 
the subdivision had been drilled and 
fractured with nitroglycerin. This 
information was not passed on to 
the buyers. The suit claims 
Mossman Gladden Inc. did no stud
ies of the effect of fracking on 
homes, and thus was negligent. 

The Robertses and Mrs. Brady 
were forced from their homes short
ly before Thanksgiving 1981 when 
the Gas Company of New Mexico, 
on a routine check, found high 
levels of potentially explosive gas 
around the two houses. 

The Robertses figure it has cost 
them about $1,500 a month for rent, 
insurance premiums and other in
cidental expenses. Mrs. Brady said 
her monthly expenses have been 
about $750. 

Despite the installation of vents 
around the houses, the gas still ex
ists, although Joe Chavez, super-; 
visor of the Aztec Office of the state 
Oil Conservation Division, has said 
the levels are safe and the chance of, 
explosion was unlikely. 

An abandoned and improperly 
capped gas well behind a house two 
doors from Mrs. Brady and the Rob
ertses was suspected as the source 
of the leak. It was capped by the Oil 
Conservation Division, but the gas 
continued to surround the houses. 

And while tho Oas Company of > 
New Mexico has refused to resume 
gas service to the two houses jMle ; 
the situation exists, the ciflj^pf 
Farmington said it would allow the = 
residents to move back in if they 
•would sign a letter holding the city 
harmless should something happen. 
Neither the Robertses nor Mrs. 
Brady signed. 

The Robertses and Mrs. Brady 
also exhausted all attempts to get 
relief from state and federal agen
cies, including the Oil Conservation 
Division, state Environmental Im
provement Division, the state 
Energy and Minerals Department 
and the offices of Gov. Toney Anaya 
and U.S. Rep. Bill Richardson. 



PANTEifHS LABORATT%RiES 
J P. O. B O X 2 4 3 9 

C$ P. O . B O X 3 2 4 6 

T E L . 8 0 6 6 6 9 - 6 8 2 1 

T E L . 8 0 6 7 9 7 , - 4 3 2 5 

P A M P A . T E X A S 7 9 0 6 6 - 2 4 3 9 

L U B B O C K . T E X A S 7 9 4 5 2 - 3 2 4 6 

SAMPLE DATA 

CUSTOMER AMOCO PRODUCTION CO. 

WELL No 43 

OPERATOR AMOCO PRODUCTION CO. 
J-xELD HOG BACK 
STATC 4 COUNTY NEW MEMICO - SAN JLMN 
SECTION 18 (T. 29N) (R. 160) 
FORMATION AKAH 
SAMPLE: OF DAS'-
SEP. PRES 394 P S I G 
TEMPERATURE... 99 F 
SAMPLE DATE... ?-23-85« 12:00NOON 
SAMPLED BY.... AMOCO/BRAD REGSHAW 
ANALYSIS DATE. 10-4-85 
ANALYSIS BY... S. HOLCOMB 
CYLINDER NO... RC-255B 

ANALYSIS RESULTS 

COMPONENT MOL '/. GPM, * 
= = n = :r=: 

NITROGEN N2 43. 16 
CARBON D. C02 2.99 
METHANE Cl 39.50 
ETHANE C2 3.93 1. 061 
PROPANE C3 2. 30 0.669 
I-BUTANe iC4 0. 63 0. 214 
N-BUTANE MC4 0.90 0.295 
1-PCNTANE xC5 0.30 0. 1 16 
N-PENTANE NC5 0.27 0. 104 
HEMANES C6 0. 19 0.084 
HEPTANES* C7+ 0. 1 1 0.053 
HELIUM HE 5.64 

DISTRIBUTIONS 

AMOCO PRODUCTION COMPANY 

3-MR. BRAD SALZMAN? FARMINGTON. NM 

GASOLINE CONTENT (GPM), * 

PENTAMES & HEAVIER.... 0.357 
BUTANES 4 HEAVIER 0.866 
PROPANE & HEAVIER 1.S35 
ETHANE & HEAVIER...... 2.596 
26 # GASOLINE 0.527 

HEATING VALUE,** 
(GROSS BTU/CF) 

IS tc s: as xc sr sc ss at =s rat st ac xs as or 

WATER VAP.SAT 6 i l 

DRY GAS B A S I S 622 

SPECIFIC GRAVITY 

C A L C , W A T E R S A T 0 . 8 2 2 
C A L C , D R Y B A S I S 0 . 8 2 6 
ME A 3 U R E D , L A B 0 . 8 2 7 

REMARKS' 
*, 14.65 P S I A & 60 F 

**, 14.65 P S I A & 60 F 

6 -7S-0- CCLSZ 8731 



.J f ik f tHU- l 

State : f a w 

REPORT OF ANALYSIS 

F.S . -Ho. 5̂ 07 

•I 

Care &73t 

County 3*" J u * ° Fie ldHogb^k 

Well Owner SUnolind 0}1 Ckapaqr Same M*0« >Wi 19) #13 

Location: Sec. *9 T. 2?* R. J*H. Date Coapleted T—tlng 

Open flow 7 r ( M C r ^ Wellhead Pressure 970# 

.. Producing Stratum: ., 

Depth to {feet): 6l£6«-6633« Thickness (feet): ~ ' 

Stratigraphic^Position of Producing Pormation F«o«ylTittlma 

Sampled: Date: 4/I3/5A By: tLm V» ffanwn 

Haas Spectrometer Run Mo. 6135 
Analysis: 

Date of Run April 33» 1954 

Methane 24*7 

Ethane 2.5 

Propane 1.8 * 

Normal Butane 0.6 % 

Isobutane 1.0 % 

Normal Pcntane 0*1 % Oxrgen Tnan % 

Iaopentane 0*0 $ Argon * 0*7 % 

Cyclopentane 0»1 i Helium 7*4 % 

Hexanea Plug 0»3 % Hydrogen 0*0 % 

Nitrogen 59*4 j C02 1*6 < : 

0*0 % 
Calculated groea B.t.tu/ctwft., dry at 60° P. and 30" mercury ^ » Total 

CHECK OF DATA: The well data are accurate: 
( ) Without correction ( ) Aa corrected above 

PERMISSION FOR PUBLICATION: 

Permission ia hereby granted for the Bureau of Mines to publish the 
above data, together with similar data released by otner operators, as part 
of a series of papers on analyses of gases from rarioua fields, states, or 
regions. 

Company_ 

Form IO433 
Rev. 7-13-49 

Br 

Title, 



EN ERG 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

AZTEC DISTRICT OFFICE 

MINERALS DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

TON'EYANAYA 1000 RIO BRAZOS ROAD 
AZTEC. NEW MEXICO B7410 

(505) 334-6178 

September 7, 1984 

Mr. Charles N. T h r e l k e l d 
O f f i c e of Snergy & Marine Geology 
P.O. Box 25040 M a i l Stop 977 
Denver, CO 80225 

Re: Latest: Gas sample 

Dear Mr. T h r e l k e l d : 

We f e e l t h a t the r e f e r e n c e d sample was not r e p r e s e n t a t i v e b u t 
was contaminated by r e s i d u a l s from p r e v i o u s samples i n the 
same c o n t a i n e r . I hope t h i s does not inconvenience you b u t 
we would l i k e t o t r y one more sample a f t e r purging our c o n t a i n e r 
w i t h some o t h e r gas. What would you recommend as a s u i t a b l e 
gas? 

Frank T. Chavez 
D i s t r i c t Supervisor 

FTC/dj 

xc: Operator F i l e 



IN REPLY 
REFER TO: 

United States Department of the Interior 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

BOX 25046 M.S.. 977 
DENVER FEDERAL CENTER 
DENVER. COLORADO 80225 

Office of Energy and Marine Geology 
Branch of O i l and Gas Resources 

August 22, 1984 

Mr. Frank T. Chavez, D i s t r i c t Supervisor 
State of New Mexico Energy Minerals Department 
O i l Conservation Division 
1000 Rio Brazos Road 
Aztec, New Mexico 87410 

Dear Mr. Chavez: 

The sample you submitted i n July has been analyzed t o reveal the 
following composition: 

6C 13 
zcrc5 

Air C-L C02 C2 C3 iC^ nC^ C5 + 

-43.11 .8692 9.33 78.04 0.89 5.55 3.49 1.15 1.00 0.54 

This sample i s very c h a r a c t e r i s t i c , both chemically and i s o t o p i c a l l y , 
of deep production gas around the Farmington.area. 

To complement our research i n the San Juan basin, we would appreciate 
the section, range, and township coordinates of t h i s sample whenever 
convenient. 

I hope t h i s , as w e l l as previous data, proves to be useful i n 
solving the problem of i d e n t i f y i n g the source of gas at the Roberts' 
residence. I ' l l t a l k to you soon. 

Siiyzterely, 

Charles N. Threlkeld 

Bai t i ng 



STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY AND MINERALS DEPARTMENT 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

TONEY ANAYA 
GOVERNOR 

POST OFFICE BOX 2088 
STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING 

SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO 87501 
1505) 827-5800 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: PAUL BIDERMAN, SECRETARY 

FROM: W. PERRY PEARCE, GENERAL COUNSEL 

RE: FARMINGTON GAS LEAK 

) 

Attached i s a l e t t e r from the Geological Survey of the 
United States Department of the I n t e r i o r t o Frank Chavez, 
our Aztec d i s t r i c t o f f i c e supervisor, i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e i r 
chemical analysis of the gas escaping around the Brady and 
Roberts residences i n Farmington i s not of a s i m i l a r 
chemical composition t o the gas which occurs n a t u r a l l y i n 
the Fruitland coal bed or the Gallegos Canyon producing 
formation. On the basis of t h i s analysis, i t again appears 
that the source of t h i s gas i s not from a gas w e l l . You 
w i l l note t h a t the geological survey i s conducting 
additional analyses t o t r y to narrow the source of the gas 
and I w i l l provide t h a t information t o you as soon as i t 
becomes available t o me. 

June 14, 1984 

cc: R. L. Stamets 
Joe D. Ramey 
Frank Chavez 

°"- CON. DIV 
DIST. 3 



United States Department of the Interior 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
BOX 25046 M.S 977 
DENVER FEDERAL CENTER 
DENVER, COLORADO 80225 

IN REPLY 
REFER TO: Office of Energy and Marine Geology 

Branch of Oil and Gas Resources 

June 4, 1984 

Mr. Frank T. Chavez, District Supervisor 
State of New Mexico Energy Minerals Department 
Oil Conservation Division 
1000 Rio Brazos Road 
Aztec, New Mexico 87410 

Dear Mr. Chavez, 

Enclosed please find the chemical composition and stable carbon 
isotope data on the three samples submitted to our laboratory May 29, 
1984. For future reference, these samples were analyzed under Geochem 
Job #84063. 

As you can see in the enclosed analysis ledger, the Tycksen and 
Gallegos Canyon units are characteristically similar in isotopic compo
sition, are thermogenic in origin, and vary only in gas wettness with 
the shallower Fruitland coal gas being the drier. 

The sample collected at the Roberts' residence bears l i t t l e re
semblance to the deep production samples in either the chemical compo
sition or the isotopic signature of the methane. 

Due to the high concentration of CO2 in' the sample which is 
isotopically light, a number of different interpretations as to the 
source of the methane could be explained. However, i t would be most 
premature at this time to specifically state a source without 
assessing the Hydrogen-Deuterium ratio of the hydrogen in the methane. 
With this confirming value, I feel a source of the methane can probably 
be determined. 

With this in mind, I have submitted the remainder of your sample 
to an outside laboratory for a 6HD on the methane. 

I will return your cylinders this week and will notify you when the 
analysis on the Roberts' sample has been completed. 



ID gas wettness .depth 6C13 on 
_ _ C j _ methane 
EC1.-C5 

CO- 2̂ C3 iC4 nC4 C5+ 

Tycksen #1 
(Fruitland). 

«1 legos Canyon , 
i t #94-E 

(Dakota) 

Vent Pipe H.; Roberts 
home - As Rec'd 

Vent Pipe H. Roberts 
home-air free basis 

.9039 

,9606 

,9606 

900 

,8343 5866 

12 

12 

•42.65 1.03 89.41 0.05 5.67 2.36 0.48 0.52 0.46 

•41.97 0.93 81.90 0.90 9.28 4.27 0.62 1.29 0.80 

•31.65 70.69 20.49 7.98 0.84 

6C13 on 
CO2 Peak 
Roberts 

-41.61 

N/A 69.91 27.23 2.86 

» 
1 



GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
BOX 25046 M.S 922— 
DENVER FEDERAL CENTER 
DENVER, COLORADO 80225 

IN REPLY 
REFER TO: Office of Energy and Marine Geology 

Branch of Oil and Gas Resources 

June 4, 1984 

Mr. Frank T. Chavez, District Supervisor 
State of New Mexico Energy Minerals Department 
Oil Conservation Division 
1000 Rio Brazos Road 
Aztec, New Mexico 87410 

Dear Mr. Chavez, 

Enclosed please find the chemical composition and stable carbon 
isotope data on the three samples submitted to our laboratory May 29, 
1984. For future reference, these samples were analyzed under Geochem 
Job #84063. 

As you can see in the enclosed analysis ledger, the Tycksen and 
Gallegos Canyon units are characteristically similar in isotopic compo
sition, are thermogenic in origin, and vary only in gas wettness with 
the shallower Fruitland coal gas being the drier. 

The sample collected at the Roberts' residence bears l i t t l e re
semblance to the deep production samples in either the chemical compo
sition or the isotopic signature of the methane. 

Due to the high concentration of CO? in the sample which is 
isotopically light, a number of different interpretations as to the 
source of the methane could be explained. However, i t would be most 
premature at this time to specifically state a source without 
assessing the Hydrogen-Deuterium ratio of the hydrogen in the methane. 
With this confirming value, I feel a source of the methane can probably 
be determined. 

With this in mind, I have submitted the remainder of your sample 
to an outside laboratory for a SHD on the methane. 

I will return your cylinders this week and will notify you when the 
analysis on the Roberts' sample has been completed. 



ID gas wettness depth on N? 
Cl methane 

1C1-C5 

Tycksen #1 
(Fruitland). 

Gallegos Canyon , 
Unit #94-E 
(Dakota) 

Vent Pipe H,> Roberts 
home - As Rec1d 

Vent Pipe H. Roberts 
home-air free basis 

.9039 900 

.8343 5866 

.9606 12 

.9606 12 

-42.65 1.03 

-41.97 0.93 

-31.65 70.69 

6C13 on N/A 
CO? Peak 
Roberts 

-41.61 

C1 CO? C2 C3 iC4 nC4 C5+ 

89.41 0.05 5.67 2.36 0.48 0.52 0.46 

81.90 0.90 9.28 4.27 0.62 1.29 0.80 

20.49 7.98 0.84 

69.91 27.23 2.86 



Gas Still Keeps Residents Away#"wo Years Later 
By Get-Be ' • mi« 

Dally Tkcaa M S 
Far many, ren-'eiuct st a toe I D 

enjoy H i : after years labor- T l * 
boost mortgage i t f i r r r sad dtuV 

, Bui ta- Mr. and V a . Bar-*, filb
erts and U n . & - m > m H. " V a -
hie* Brady, tiie t t £ two jmd a âJS 
years of their r t tawiiT< Save i n n 
a rrightH OT. 

The F-obtrtxa and ata. Brat*y 
were forced from tb«r bo-z-es st-srv 
ty before Thanlngrring ISC] arbta 
Gai Company of Nrw Mexics 
crews, cc a rootme chr*, tocxad 
high lev-Is of rrtrnftaTr/ erpkErve 
gas anx-nd the two hocses to tbe 
UOO block of Camiao Rio. 

'. The Fobertses and Mrs. Brjcjy 
have yet to return home. 

Instead of benf able ts enjoy 
their booses free and dear, they 
have Kfxrrf thousands of dauars ko 
aa apartment and recta! hot-ae. 
Their ha-xkeewz-ers insurance bxs 
been carcded and m-aearl they are 
saddled with a tremendoBSly es-
pensive "high risk" Eabihry policy 
should smKhing happen. 

But tbe Robertses and Mrs. 
Brady u e not tbe only ones ad
versely aSected by the situation. 
Property values along Camino Rio 
In the Va&e Grande Ssbdivisiao 
have .phitn-Deted and some borne-

P h a r m a c y 
F o o t n o t e s 

bq Lorene 
MacCallum 

Tha 0 t t h » cri a tfriat; cart c fan j t r Soaa-

frvw-tta-cxtntor iwxxsrtne>r*s -Wacrtj kna 
Oruga M h M h t m «£f»-J Is tswwtn*-
COt-nla* ( C T Q auiua n N W d-c«dv a 
tDpacat hy^ocaytauna. aMl mOcxboA. 
T o p C W r r y * O C O l » O n » , >.>*»C«ai f t c r a a m a . 

louvw ano atxa/a U M ) to M praat road 
baJora fxT-ansnQ OTC atabav fc* rrsaAor. 
kanrig a w t a M A M I D a u * r a i . poajc-n 
•yy and t * w n r a y m r . aaVnarm ( • n o -
•v t tMa* to an twtirreatao 2S maaan h i w v -
cana aifaciad *van aarnaraa. • « > can 
nOt» t M f r M H I M r r M « l O a r * ( M d p r M f a W 

ft r m O I C 

H w * at t O M N t T f P H A M U f T » « 

V • wa ' w v r ^ i w a B wm ^-»*-a» wrw • • w w w w v 
a * « tea M w •» C>-*W • » wp-waai 
«art»9«a i n d roar raa jA i • can ar c a n l ba 
ts rOkM a c ( < * c pfotana. Vow «•-€ and ua at 
• •A W. rO*c* ta artvar* « a ara aoa* « W 
M . # -? .S*L ft-* a* M M - W U H i n . Uaa-
tar C a m Ma* . — 1 

-. Taha om naoc 
anough cr», to ra> 
•yRkpform no man 

, arc finding it ^ f t i r ^ h to aeO 
la «s «lrta«ij slow bousing rnartet. 

Tbe prabiesx. is thai DO one c u 
far! tbe icarce ef the gas, and 
Qier^ore no coe caa, or wants to, 
talx rcspns&Oity for the sitsatioo. 

Axxi tbe Robertaes and Brlrs. 
Erady are left in the middle. 

" f V t not EL« we have a bad auto-
mofalf that we can onload,** said 
Roberta, a retiree from £1 Paao 
Kataral Gas Co. We are forced to 
keep the bouse, make payments on 
It aad tbe liability insurance. Even 
H we tore the bouse down, we would 
•tin be responsible for the land," be 
added. -

Tbe BooerUes figure tbe situation 
haa cost them about f1,500 a month 
for rent, insurance premiums and 
other Incidental expenses. Mrs. 
Brady said it has cost her about 
|750 nionthh/. 

AI the time the gas was detected, 
said Roberts, the house was ap
praised at about $100,000. Now, he 
says, it's worthless. 

Another expense, say the Rob
ertses, was additional medical bills. 
"This thing has been a big strain," 
Hrs. Roberts said. 

And Mrs. Brady, a retired teach
er, suffered a heart attack a week 
to the day she was forced to move. 

In an effort to get some help, Tim 
Foster of 1401 Camina Content* 
presented a petion, signed, be said, 
by 97 percent of the Valle Grande 
residents, to the Farmington City 
CouncQ last Tuesday night. The 
council could offer little but sympa-
thy. 

Although the source of the gas 
has not been determined, Joe 

. Chaves, supervisor of the Artec Of. 
flee of the state OU Conservation 
Division, said during the meeting 
that his office has determined the 
levels of gss surrounding and under 
the bouses are safe and tbe chance 
of explosion Is unlikely. 

The city of Farmington told the 
residents in Hay 1982 In a letter that 
they could move back In and have 
full dty utility service If the resi
dents would not hold the city re
sponsible for any Incident. But de
spite tbe CCD's and d ty ' i findings, 
Ihe Gas Company of New Mexico 
feels differently. A letter to both the 
Robertses and Mrs. Brady, and 
signed by the gas company attorney 
Sarah Smith, statu thst > potential 
catastrophic situation exists and no 
gas service wiH be resumed until 
the unwanted gai Is removed. 

Dave Davis, chief engineer for 
ths gas company, said Thursday 
that the company has been monitor. 
mg tbe gss levels as an ongoing 
process and the potential is still 

* - there for disaster. 

Dangerous Neighborhood 
Workers found high levels of gas around two houses on Camino Rio. 

where the gas concentrations are so 
high. Legally, we just can't take the 
chance," Davis said. 

But despite the gas company's re
luctance to resume service, the 
company has suggested the resi
dents use propane or convert to all 
electric appliances if they want to 
return. 

In the letter from the dty, it 
listed five ways, Including use of a 
gas detector, in which the residents 
could minimize the danger. Fire 
Chief Al Conners said he has no 
problem with the residents moving 
back. Even though the danger Is not 
there, he said, however, the poten-
tis! continues. "For us to say It's 
safe, we can't guarantee that," Con
ners added. 

Chavez also suggested the resi
dents could get around the gas com
pany by either purchasing bottled 
gas br going all electric. 

But (or Mrs. Brady, that Is not 
enough. She has refused to sign the 
letter (ram the city as requested 
and said she would not move back 
Into her home, even U a gas detec
tor Is Installed. "Even with a gas 
detector, you could Imagine what It 
would be like waiting for that thing 
to go off," she said. She also men-

•Our own internal polldes donf*" "<r»d that many times fire alarms 
allow us to Up the meter under f , l s e "for™-
these conditions. We feel great legal And r e f e r r i n g to the ga i -
vulnerability for those residences company's letter, she quotes thelr 

terms ''dangerous, catastrophic 
hazard. 1 think those are very 
strong words." 

The Robertses, who first lived 
with his sister, .then in a motel 
before moving Into a rental house, 
also feel uneasy about moving back 
in. As for buying bottled gas, Rob* 
erts said a flame from.that Is the 
same as from natural gas: " I f we 
moved back in, the Insurance would 
be even higher since Is is rated as 
an environmental hazard." 

And, said Mrs. Roberts, "If that 
would happen to pocket, It could be 
an explosion Just like what hap
pened ln Colorado," referring to a 
similar recent Incident In La Salle, 
Colo. However, that case Is dif
ferent in that the gas source had 
been traced to a gas well. 

The Robertses says the whole sit-
uation has "been a terrible ordeal. 
We have good neighbors and w i 
hate to hurt them." 

Even though Roberta has been 
told that chances of this occurring 
are one In a million, he, his wife and 
Mrs. Brady were that one, and "it 
Just has wiped us out," he said. 

Despite apparently exhaustive ef
forts by the city, OCD, state En-, 
vtronmenta! Improvement Division 
and state Mm.r»l» Energy .Pf^nty ; 
partment, no source (or the mys
terious gas can be found. 

capped. The OCD spent 1250,000 to 
cap the well, but the gas continued. 
Also investigated and ruled out 
were gas company lines, a sewer 
line under the street, an under
ground coal mine and an abandoned 
water weU. 

According to Chavez, a local con
sultant analyzed the contents of the 
gas and found it to be mostly 
methane with a small amount of 
ethane, which Is inconsistent with 
the makeup of natural, sewer or 
swamp gas. 

But the Robertses feel that tht 
OCD has only tried to cover Its past 
mistakes with the nearby well — 
something Chavez disputes. 

"It's not our policy to witness the 
capping of every well ln the basin. 
Ninety-nine point nine percent of 
the operators are honest, but some
times we have stinkers as you do th 
any business. I have talked to a wit* 
ness. who said the well was not 
plugged properly. But plugging the 
weU was not done to cover our mis
takes." 

Chavez added that a lot of time 
and effort went Into not only finding 
the source of the gas, hut to also 

After qo source of the gas could 
be found, the gas was declared an 
act of God, and the Robertaes' and 
Mrs. Brady's regular homeowners 
Insurance was immediately can* 
celed. Although difficult, the resi
dents, with the help of their Insur
ance agency, were able to obtain 
the high risk, although more ex
pensive, insurance. That Insurance, 
however, does not protect the 
homes from vartdalism, fire or oth
er damage. It Just protects the 
owners from liability in case some
thing happens. 

Cjjavet, at Tuesday night's meet
ing, said his office just doesn't have 
the technology to deal with a natu
ral phenomenon, although the Idea 
of paving the two lots had come up. 

But maybe the technology does 
exist, according to an EID official, 
that would adequately vent the gas 
and allow the residents to move 
home. 

Richard Perkins, the ETD's pro
gram manager for the groundwater 
surveillance aectlon, said his staff 
has recommended more vent pipes 
be installed and new technologies bt 
Investigated. Those technologies, he 
said, indude underground gravel-
filled weUs and trenches that would 
serve as conduits to capture and 
move out the gss. "Maybe the new 
technology could change the situ
ation a bit," Perkins said. ' 

Federal and state financial aid 
have also been Investigated with 
discouraging results. Richard Bui-
f l ng ton , off U.S. Rep. B i l l 
Richardson's Farmington office, 
said all they could do was set up a 
meeting among the Robertses, Mrs. 
Brady and officials of the EID and 
Energy and Minerals Department 
Federal aid was looked into, but 
nothing could be found. 

Foster told the City Council that 
former Gov. Bruce King, on his last 
day of office, declared It t disaster 
situation, but that eiecutive order 
has not been acted on by Gov, 
Toney Anaya. 

But Bob Gold, communications 
chief for the governor's office, said. 
he could not find any executive or
der or any outstanding order for 
Farmington since 1H1. 

And John Randlng, special 
projects coordinator for the gov
ernor, said he did not know of any 
Source of state or federal funds. "It 
would appear not to be Identified 
with itate or federal funds because 
It involves personal property," Ran
dlng said, "I t poses a special prob
lem, but the governor'a office will 
continue to pursue tht problem." ba 
added. 

Meanwhile, the Robertaes and 
Mrs. Brady wait, paying rent and, 

. Install vent pipes around the prop- f . ^ ^ w o n ; < 

k - T 1 1 1 T- * i . • ' derlng If they will ever get to go 
Even though the OCD has a fund, •'; back to the places they call bom*. 

Shortly after tho gai was dis
covered, the OCD found • nearby 
gas weU that had been drilled tn 
1955 and improperly abandoned and 

collected from operators, to pay for f 
Incidents such ai Dili, the Rob
ertses and Mrs. Brudy won't see 
any of the money since the gas has 
not been traced to a well. 

" I would Just love to see thia 
thing solved snd ovtr with," aaid 
Roberts. "U ' l kind of hard to be 
retired and hava to start all over 
again."-

Bardacke May Seek High Court 
Reversal of Federal Trespass Ruling 

SANTA FE (AP) - New Mexico 
Attorney General Paul Bardacke 
says the state may ask'the U.5. Su
preme Court to reverse a ruling by 
a federal appeals court that estab
lishes the right of the federal gov
ernment to sue a state for trespass 
on Indian pueblo land. 

"We are considering an appeal,1' 
Bardacke said. "We haven't de
cided yet." 

The l«h V£. Circuit Court of Ap
peals in Denver earlier thia month 

. overturned the dismissal of a claim 
by the Santa Ana Pueblo that the 
state of New Mexico had trespassed 
on pueblo land at Coronado Mon
ument just outside Bernalillo. 

The appeals court gave the state 
60 days to file i petition if tt wants 
to take the matter to the Supreme 
Court. 

U.S. District Judge Santiago 

Campos of Santa Fe dismissed the 
claim last year, basing his decision 
on the Uth Amendment to the US. 
Constitution, which aets forth 
states' sovereign immunity from 
lawsuits which they do not agree to 
litigate. 

The United States, In its role as 
trustee for Indian tribes, filed tha 
lawsuit on behalf of the pueblo in 
federal court In 1980. The lawsuit 
named the University ol New Mexi
co, Museum of New Mexico and 
New Mexico State Parks and Recre
ation Division as defendants. 

The lawsuit contended that the 
state agencies had taken over 11 
acres of Santa Ana's land lor picnic 
grounds at the Coronado Mon
ument, which is located near 
Bernalillo on the west bank of tha 
Rio Grande, along New Mexico 44. 

"The decision has the potential 

for pretty far-reaching conse
quences unless it is reversed,'' said 
Douglas Se eg miller, defense at
torney for UNM. 

Bardacke said If the ststa doesn't 
take the case to the Supreme Court, 
Campos will have to reconsider It, 

"It's a very favorabla dadslon 
for the pueblo," said Santa Ana 
tribal administrator Roy Montoya. 
And, "It's a very favorable decision 
tor Indian rights," said Tom Lueb-
ben, Santa Ana's attorney. 

Luebben said the pueblo has in
dicated U is wtUini to negotiate a 
land exchange with the state rather 
than lo further pursue the matter In 
court. 

Yogurt Company 
Files Lawsuit 

ALBUQUERQUE (AP) - Thia 
Cant Be Yogurt Inc. has filed a 
countersult tn federal court here 
against I Cant Believt U'l Yogurt 
and l u Dallas shareholders BUI and 
Julit Brice that asks lor an 111 mil-
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United States Representative O I L C O N . D I V . 
129 Federal Bldg., Cathedral Place ' \D1ST. 3 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 v 

ATTENTION: Barbara Honnell 

Dear Represent^we \KJchardson: 

This wi l l confirm information provided to Barbara Honnell of your staff in a 
telephone conversation on May 2, 1984 with Richard Perkins, Environmental 
Improvement Division, concerning Ms. Guinevere H. Brady's quest to reoccupy her 
home. Since November 1981, Ms. Guinevere H. Brady has been unable to occupy her 
home in Farmington, New Mexico, because of the presence of high levels of gas 
detected on her property. Since that time various local, state and federal entities 
have attempted to identify the source of the gas, a means of eliminating the danger,-
and a procedure for allowing Ms. Brady's return to her house. T .- "* 

Possible sources of the gas include one or more abandoned natural gas wells in the • 
area, a naturally occurring natural gas pocket, a defective natural gas service line, 
decomposing landfill materials, an abandoned coal mine, and decomposing 
sewage. The Oil Conservation Division has capped the only known abandoned gas 
well in the area, and the Gas Company of New Mexico has determined that its 
pipeline is not at fault. The Mining and Minerals Division has eliminated the 
possibility of a coal mine as the source. The Environmental Improvement Division 
was asked to investigate the possibility of the gas originating f rom a functioning or 
abandoned sewer or septic tank. 

The EID sought information from OCD, the City of Farmington, the Gas Company of 
New Mexico, and the f i rm which sealed the abandoned gas well . That information, 
which includes an analysis of the gas, indicates that the gas is probably not sewer 
gas, nor is it likely that i t originates in a landfill or abandoned septic tank. Neither 
does i t appear to be pipeline gas. It appears to be raw natural gas and is most likely 
to originate either from an as-yet-undiscovered abandoned natural gas well or a 
natural gas pocket. 

Although the Health and Environment Department has no jurisdiction in this 
matter, there is a staff agreement with Energy and Minerals Department personnel 
that the house can be made safe for occupation by taking certain preventive 
measures. Among those which have- been suggested are: 

1. installation of a gas detection device with alarm; 
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2. sealing the soil below the crawl spaces under the house; 

3. provide active ventilation of the crawl space; 

. 4. relocate the furnace (a source of ignition) from under the house; and 

5. vent gas from the soil. 

To date, six perforated PVC pipes have been installed to vent gas from the soil 
around the house. Further ventilation of the soil might be accomplished by the 
addition of more and deeper vent pipes placed at an angle to extend under the 
house. Also,- additional deep trenches could serve to reduce gas buildup in the soil. 
According to Ms. Brady, the gas is spreading. Such trenches might act as a barrier to 
that spread, depending on the movement, depth and extent of the source of the 

If i t is possible to make occupancy of Ms. Brady's house safe, and assuming that 
safety can be confirmed by the various concerned parties, the problem becomes one 
of restoring utility service and allowing Ms Brady to resume living in her house. The 
City of Farmington, which supplies power and water to the house, is willing to 
restore service when the State determines that the house is safe, and if Ms. Brady 
wil l assume any liabilities associated with resumption of service. The Gas Company 
of New Mexico, because of liability concern, will not specify under what conditions f . 
i t wi l l restore service, except to say that the location must be safe for such servi.ce 
restoration. i • 

The next step would seem to be to implement a combination of the previously 
mentioned preventive measures. At such time as these measures can be shown to 
have eliminated the hazard, water and electric service would be restored. If the Gas 
Company is satisfied with the effectiveness of these measures, gas service also 
would be restored. If the Gas Company is not satisfied, an alternative fuel such as 
propane could be supplied. 

I hope that my staff's analysis of this situation provides you with the,overview that 
you wanted. If you need any further information, please give me a call. 

Very truly yours, 

gas. 

Joseph Goldberg 
Secretary 

cc: Guinevere Brady 
Steven Asher, Director, Environmental Improvement Division 
Susan Carlson, Public Service Commission, Santa Fe 



Joe R_lz, Gas Company of New Mexico 
Dave Davis, Gas Company of New Mexico 
D w i f i : Arthur, Farmington City Attorney 
Joe Ramey, Director, Oil Conservation Division 
Ed :<elley, Director, Mining and Minerals Division 
Paul Biderman, Secretary, Energy and Minerals Department 
Frank Chaves, District Supervisor, Oil Conservation Division, Aztec, NM 
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May 3, 1984 

Mr. Dwight D. A r t h u r 
C i t y o f Farmington 
P.O. Box 900 
Farmington, NM 87499 

Re: H y d r a u l i c F r a c t u r i n g 

Dear Dwight: 

The presence o f ethane gas i n d i c a t e s the p o s s i b i l i t y o f c o a l 
seam gas. 

The only i n c i d e n c e s o f h y d r a u l i c f r a c t u r i n g r eaching the surface 
t h a t I know o f have been accompanied by e r u p t i o n s of gas, o i l , 
water, and sand i n l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s . We have reviewed the 
f r a c t u r i n g r e c o r d s o f t h e w e l l s i n the area and can f i n d no data 
which support- t h e t h e o r y t h a t f r a c t u r i n g i s the cause o f the gas 
seep. We have a l s o r e v i e w e d the pressure h i s t o r i e s of the w e l l s 
i n the area and a r r i v e d a t the same c o n c l u s i o n . We have thoroughly 
searched the area and can f i n d no damaged p i p e l i n e s . 

I t a l k e d t o Mr. B i l l Smith, D i r e c t o r of the Colorado O i l and Gas 
D i v i s i o n , about the. gas e r u p t i o n s i n the La S a l l e area. The 
i n c i d e n t you r e f e r r e d t o was not caused by f r a c t u r i n g and i t 
appears might n o t have been caused by o i l and gas a c t i v i t y i n the 
area. They have n o t o r d e r e d the c e s s a t i o n o f f r a c t u r i n g , b ut 
have o n l y made a minor a l t e r a t i o n t o t h e i r cementing requirements. 

I f you have any q u e s t i o n s , please c o n t a c t t h i s o f f i c e . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Frank T. Chavez 
D i s t r i c t S u p e r v i s o r 

FTC/dj 

xc: Operator F i l 



FRANK T. CHAVEZ 
District Supervisor 

Oil Conservation Aztec, New Mexico 
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INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
CITY OF FARMINGTON 

To: Those L i s t e d Below Date: A p r i l 26, 19 84 

From: Dwight D. A r t h u r , C i t y A t t o r n e y 

Subject: Gas Seepage — V a l l e Grande S u b d i v i s i o n 

I received a telephone c a l l on A p r i l 19, 1984, from Mr. 
Tucker A t t e r b e r r y (phone 327-4039) who advised t h a t he, as a 
c o n s u l t i n g g e o l o g i s t , had u t i l i z e d a p o r t a b l e gas chromatograph 
t o analyze gas coming up around the Brady and Roberts residences 
He advised t h a t gas from around the residences c o n t a i n e d 
both methane and ethane gas but gas from t h e C i t y sewer and 
the n a t u r a l gas l i n e d i d n o t c o n t a i n ethane gas which may 
i n d i c a t e the gas i s n o t from the same source. 

Mr. A t t e r b e r r y s t a t e d t h a t when a w e l l i s f r a c t u r e d i t i s 
under a great d e a l of pressure and t h a t the f r a c t u r i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s o f a d j o i n i n g w e l l s could have d i s l o c a t e d o l d 
p i p e l i n e d i s t r i b u t i o n systems i n the area. 

Apparently t h e r e i s a case i n Colorado where a gas leak was 
caused by f r a c t u r i n g a c t i v i t i e s which r e s u l t e d i n an e x p l o s i o n 
i n a house and caused the State of Colorado t o o r d e r a l l 
f r a c t u r i n g a c t i v i t y i n the area t o cease. 

Dwrght D. A r t h u r r 

C i t y A t t o r n e y 

DDA/tlm 

c c : i W i l l i a m Manchester, C i t y Manager 
vFrank Chavez, O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n 
Hoby Clay, C i t y Engineer 
A l Conners, F i r e Chief 
Ken C a r l i s l e , Insurance Department 
Bob M e t z l e r , P u b l i c Works D i r e c t o r 
Bob Randolph, Chief Building Inspector , n 

Bobby Mowles, Personnel D i r e c t o r f } |£ § W fe 
Steve Mack, Customer Service D i r e c t o r "* 3 
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CITY OF FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO 

C I T Y A T T O R N E Y 

505 / 327-7701 

April 26, 1984 

Mr. Tim Foster 
1401 Camina Contenta 
Farmington, I-M 87401 

Re: Gas Seepage 
Valle Grande Subdivision 

Dear Mr. Foster: 

The seventh paragraph of tiie Petition which was presented to the City 
Council on April 24, 1984, made reference to findings fron soil samples 
and beliefs of petroleum and chemical engineers, geologists and employees 
in the o i l and gas industry. 

Would you please furnish this office with copies of findings from soil 
samples and reports of the engineers and geologists referenced in the 
Petition. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Very truly yours, 

W. Manchester 
Hoby Clay 
Bob Randolph 
Bob Metzler 
Steve Mack 
Bobby Mowles 
Ken Carlisle 
Al Conners DIST. 3 

p o nnx ooo . n 7A^ 



CITY OF FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO 

CITY ATTORNEY 

505 /327-7701 

lb ft 

A p r i l 26., 1934 

Mr. Frank Chavez 
Energy & Minerals Department 
O i l Conservation Div i s i o n 
Aztec D i v i s i o n Office 
1000 Rio Brazos Road 

Aztec, N.M. 87410 

Re: Natural Gas -- Valle Grande Subdivision 

Dear Frank: 
On behalf of the City Council of the City of Farmington, I 
would l i k e to take t h i s opportunity to thank you f o r taking 
time out of your busy schedule to attend the Manager's 
Report and the City Council meetings to discuss the above 
mentioned subject. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

City Attorney 

hs 

APR2 71984 

OIL CON. DIV. 
DIST. 3 
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Mobile Home Lessor Allowed 
To Keep Rental Temporarily 

By George Johnston 
Dally Times Staff 

Gamer Withers will gel to keep a 
rental mobile home as a non-con
forming uie on a lot zoned M-l, light 
industrial, district, but only for 18 
months. 

The Farmington City Council, in 
a lengthy session Tuesday night, 
went against the Planning and Zon
ing Commission recommendation 
after bearing Withers' pleas of f i 
nancial hardship. 

Withers originally had a mobile 
borne on Ute lot — grandfathered-in 
as an existing, although non-con
forming use — In addition to a site-
built residence, at 433 East Broad-
pray. He moved the mobile home, in 
an effort to be "a good citken" and 
sell the lot as M-l. However, when 
he couldn't sell the lot after nine 
months, be moved another mobile 
home on it. Since more than 30 days 
bad passed, the mobile home lost its 
recognized non-conforming status, 
and a special use permit was then 
required. 

The confusion over the permit, 
Withers jaid, arose when he 
purchased the new mobile home 
and the .lealer told Withers he 
would take cure of all the permits, 
meaning all the moving permits. 

Dayton Lee of Central Mobile 
Homes led the council he told 

Withers he would take care of the 
permits, referring to the state mov
ing permits. " I f we had stopped for 
30, 40 or SO minutes, we would have 
figured It out and saved him this 
problem," Lee told the council. 

Withers told the council he Is fac
ing financial hardship in that he is 
unemployed, is paying on the new 
mobile home, the Broadway lot and 
his home mortgage, and he needed 
the income from the mobile home 
rental. "We did give up income • 
from the property to try to sell it. 
We are already paying notes on the 
mobile home, and I 'm without 
work," Withers said. 

"We're kind of in a hell of a mess, 
but we got there because we were 
trying to be good citizens and tried 
to go M-l. Please don't tell us that 
by being good citizens we worked 
our way into a trap," Withers 
pleaded. 

Councilman W.W. "Bi l l " Irvin 
then went into a 30-minute grilling 
of Principal Planner Joe Schmitz 
concerning zoning laws, zoning for 
the area in question and require
ments for mobile homes, During 
one part of the questioning, Irvin 
said he had made four trips to the 
Cottonwood Heights Subdivision, 
where he noticed that minimum dis
tance between dwellings and min
imum street setbacks were not In 
accordance with zoning ordinance 
requirements. "We've made a 
shambles of the ordinance with Cot-
kin wood Heights, haven't we?" he 
asked Schmiti. "We make excep
tions. I just wonder lf It (Withers' 
lot) can't be used for manufac
turing, maybe It is improperly 
zoned," Irvin said. 

Councilman Franklin Roberts 
said there were four problems that 
concerned him. These Include the 
area not being zoned for mobile 
homes, the fact that past special 
use permits based on hardship have 
been issued for limited times such 
as six, 12 or 18 months, estab
lishment of a precedent and the fact 
the request is illegal, according to 
the zoning ordinance. 

Councilman Manuel Hastings 
then asked Withers the financing 
terms on the mobil home, and 
Withers replied two years. 

Hastings, who had made an ori
ginal motion to deny the petition, 
then changed his motion to allow a 
special use permit for IS months, 
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since that is the mazJum special use 
permit on city record. The or
dinance passed unanimously. 

In other action the council: 
• Approved a petition from Los 

Hispanos de San Juan for a special 
use permit in a C-2, general com
mercial, district to allow a carnival 
May 29 through June 3 at Palmer 
Plaza, 1001 W. Broadway, subject to 
certain conditions. 

• Denied a request from James 
Sanders for abandonment of an al
ley between Silver Avenue and 
Spuce Street. 

• Held a public hearing on pro
posed use for federal revenue shar
ing funds in which no one appeared. 

• Approved a resolution author
izing City Manager Wil l iam 
Manchester to file an application 
for federal fiscal year 1984 Com
munity Development Block Grant. 

• Authorized for initial introduc
tion an ordinance amending the city 
code pertaining to trash pickup, in
cluding a restructuring of rates to 
allow apartment complexes and 
mobile home parks to be charged 
according to occupancy. 

• Tabled until the May 22 meeting 
bids for financing the purchase of 
telephone equipment. Manchester 
told the council in an earlier depart
ment head meeting that a new sys
tem from AT&T that would better 
suit Ute city's needs might be avail
able In a month and he recom
mended the bids bo lublod until 
that system becomes available. 

• Approved a resolution tn memo
ry of Mrs. Jackie Kurtz and pres
ented the resolution to her. husband, 
Russell, and daughter, Shana. 

• Heard a proclamation from 
Mayor Dee Montano declaring this 
week Youth Week and recognizing 
Tuesday as Youth In Government 
Day. 

• Approved a temporary liquor 
license request from K.B. Dillon's 
to Bowlero Lanes May 5 and 6 for a 
bowling tournament. 

• Approved David Smith, a city 
animal control officer, as a limited 
commissioned police officer. 

Valle Grande Residents 
Seek City Council's Aid 

By Times Staff Writer 
Residents of the Valle Grande area sought help 

from the Farmington City Council Tuesday night, 
but got no satisfaction. 

It was just another chapter in a two-and-one-half-
year story of two families forced from their homes 
because of mysterious gas at potentially explosive 
levels surrounding two residences in the 2100 block 
of Camino Rio. 

Tim Foster, a resident of the area who repre
sented Valle Grande residents, presented the council 
with a petition signed, he said, by 97 percent of the 
area's residents, asking the city to help move Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Roberts and Mrs. Guinevere H. 
Brady back into their homes. 

But the council told them there was little the city 
could do — the same as what the other two agencies 
involved have also said. 

Frank Chavez of the state Oil Conservation 
Division said after several hundred hours of re
search and $250,000 they have not been able to de
termine the source of the gas, even though his office 
has determined it is not in explosive concentrations. 

And the Gas Company of New Mexico, despite the 
Oil Conservation Division's findings of safety, still 
refuses to turn on the gas so the residents can return 
home. 

"We need help to determine where the gas Is 
coming from," Foster said. "Neither the gas com
pany nor the state claims It's theirs," he added. 
"What would happen if a kid threw a firecracker at 
Uic house and It (the house) exploded?" Foster 
asked.' 

But Chavez said that his division spent many man 
hours with their geologists and local consultants and 
they still can't determine the source of the gas. Even 
though a nearby well that was drilled and improper
ly ubanilunod In tho 1050s wus cupped, tho gua sill) Is 
leaching from the ground, he said. 

"It Is not coming from any oil and gas wells In tho 
vicinity. We have never detected explosive levels of 
gas either within or under the house. The amount 
of gas is so small it won't bubble when It rains," 
Chavez said. 

There'bus been no appreciable chango ln tho gas 
levels during the past two years, Chavez added. 

"That niny not givo you any pouco of mind bo-
cause you're not familiar with the industry as I am, 
and it's your home, not mine," he said. 

Chavez also said that it Is possible the gas has 
been there for a long time — even when the houses 
were constructed. "It could happen anytime, any
where in the world." 

Mayor' Dee Montano then asked City Attorney 

Dwight Arthur who was responsible for not allowing 
the residents to move back. 

Arthur replied that his office sent them a letter 
stating the city would turn on water and electricity If 
the residents would not hold the city responsible for 
the gas. 

Mrs. Montano then read from a letter from the 
Gas Company telling the Robertses and Mrs. Brady 
that they would not resume gas service until the 
leaking gas is removed. 

"We're asking the city to help by stopping the gas 
leak," said Foster. 

" I don't know what we can do," said Mrs. Mon
tano. "One party says the level of the gas is very low 
and the other says It can't turn on the gas until the 
problem is removed." 

The only representative of the Gas Company at 
the meeting was attending for another matter and 
had little to offer. "This is very impromptu. As for 
me being the spokesman for the gas company, no 
comment." said John Horn. "It's not the retail gas. 
That's as much as I can say," adding that the mat
ter has been referred to the gas company's at
torneys. The letter, it was noted, was written by gas 
company attorneys. 

"It's not that we don't care," said City Manager 
William Manchester. "It's Just that we don't know 
what to do." 

In response to a question from Councilman W.W. 
"Bil l" Irvin, Chavez said the mineral rights owner 
can't be held responsible unless he caused the situ
ation. 

Foster then said It sounded like a stalemate had 
been hit and asked Uie city to bring all the people 
involved to see if something can be done. 

But Mrs. Montano replied that J250,000 hai al
ready been spent and Chavez said numerous meet
ings of uil involved huve already been held. "Per
haps all we haven't done is givo you peace of mind. 
At this time we do not have Uie technology available 
to stop a natural phenomena. 

Foster told Uie council that former Gov. Bruce 
King had declared Uie situation a disaster his last 
day in office, but Gov. Toney Anoya has refused to 
recognize that declaration. Appcula to federal of
ficials have also yielded little. 

After morto questions Lo Chavez from tho audience 
and further discussions about puvlng tho lots, Foster 
(old the council that he and his group would be back. 
The next time, he said, they would be asking for 
$250,000 from Uie city to find Uie cause of the leaks 
and stop them. 

The leaks were first discovered Nov. 16, 1981, by 
gas company crews on a routine check. 

Four Corners Mental Health Seeks Help 
By Times Staff Writer 

Four Corners Mental Health ap
pealed to the Farmington City 
Council Tuesday night for as
sistance in preparing an application 
for the Community Development 
Block Grant program. 

But Mayor Dee Montano said Uie 
city is in the process of preparing 
an application for its own projects 
and would prefer to concentrate on 
that. 

Clark Johnson of Four Comers 
Mental Health said his agency 
would like to seek $130,000 from the 
state to purchase two buildings, but 
the city has not shown any interest 
in helping it apply. "We would like 
you to reconsider your position," 
Johnson said. Under Uie CDBG pro
gram, a city or county government 
may apply for a grant of Its own and 

(Related Story, Page A3) 

can assist a non-profit agency in an 
application. 

"We need this kind of help from 
the city. Some of our clients are 
bizarre In their behavior and need 
special attenUon. We need Uie city 
as a landlord because not everyone 
wants tenents like ours," Johnson 
said. 

Mrs. Montano said, however, that 
since Uie city is pursuing a grant of 
Its own, that will entail a lot of work 
In Itself. 

Johnson replied that his agency 
had checked with Uie county and 
was Informed that it (Uie county) 
has a long waiting list of agencies 
seeking Uie funds. 

" I hope you can understand our 

position at this time," said Mrs. 
Montano. "We felt it Is not fair to 
our application to be sponsoring an
other one at this time." 

Even though Johnson said his 
agency would prepare all Uie paper
work, City Manager William 
Manchester said Uie city is still 
working on a grant for an agency 

from last year. 
Johnson then asked Uie council Lf 

Four Comers Mental Health could 
seek assistance through the city's 
portion of federal revenue sharing 
funds. The council was receptive to 
that idea, and Johnson said he 
would revise his proposal and sub
mit it to Uie council at a later date. 

Harrison's Name Will Be 
Struck From Primary Ballot 

We wish to express sincere appreciation to the fine people 
who so graciously gave of their hearts during the loss of our 
beloved Husband and Father. 

ALFRED H. B O W M A N 
Signed, Mrs. Alfred Bowman, John, Art, Ben & 
Dave Bowman and Families. 

FLORAL CONTRIBUTORS: 
U u h I n i e rna t i ona l Emp loyee . , June A. B o w m a n . E l l * M . Ba te ! ft Fami ly , 
D o n n a H o l l a n d , Beverly H l l J i e l d , R K O M o t o r C o m p a n y , l e o D e n e u o n e , 
Judge M i r e d Hardy , M r . 4 M n . Stanley B a r i o i Sr., t i t l e R N e l s o n , N o u n * 
Paul ine Begay ft Fami ly, Doro thy Ann , Sandra M i l l e r , M a r i l y n S m i t h , C l yde 
D e n e t t o n e , A i d e d N e w m a n & Family, | e * n ft M e l v i n Be l l , Ed i *on , Ka th leen 
* Bee. M r . ft M r * . Frank Cur iey, Sr., ft f a m i l y , Pr ier M c D o n a l d ft Fami ly, 
EUie Begai l ft Fami ly, B i c n d a lowin , Diane B o w m a n , Eddie D e n e t t o n e , M r . 
ft M n . V e r l i n S t .von , l a m e i E. Arv i to ft Family, The c h i l d r e n o l Ha r r y A. 
B o w m a n , a n d al l o t h e r * w h o con t r ibu ted . 

CONTRIBUTORS OF FOOD, TABLE; 
DECORATIONS AND UTENSILS: 

By Tlmei Staff Writer 
George Harrison's name will be 

struck from the Democratic prima
ry election ballot following a Mon
day hearing in Santa Fe on a 
challenge to his nominating peU-
tions for district attorney. 

Santa Fe District Court Judge 
Bruce Kaufman entered a Judgment 
that Harrison's petitions contained 
an insufficient number of valid sig
natures. 

The challenge was filed by at
torneys for Bill Birdsall, his Demo-
craUc primary opponent and now 
an unopposed candidate in either 
Uie primary or general election for 
Uie post. 

Harrison announced last week 
that he would not contest the 
challenge. 

Val Jolley, attorney for Birdsall, 
said that despite the lack of a con
test, "We still had to put our case 

The court found that Harrison's 
petitions contained 04 signatures of 
people not registered ln the district, 
B signatures of persons registered tn 
a party other than Uie Democratic 
Party, IB signatures by persons who 
also signed Birdsall'i pctiUons, and 
13 signatures Utat were duplicated 
on Harrison's own petition. 

Of the 138 signatures challenged, 
a total of 134 were ruled Invalid, 
leaving Harrison with Ml valid 
names ~ 20 fewer than the statu
tory requirement. 

Harrison had filed 433 signatures 
with Uie secretary of state's o/fict. 

Jolley said he called two wit
nesses. Hoyt Clifton, director of the 
state Bureau of Elections, and Wil
liam Cunningham, i^cretary-treas
urer of BlrdsaU's campaign com
mittee and one of the onjuial peo
ple involved In checking petitions. 

A L L E Y 
STARTS 3 DAYS 

THURSDAY! ONLYI 



PETITION LETTER 

To: 
From: 
Re: 

C i ty of Farmington 
Residents of V a l l e Grande E s t a t e s 
Gas l eaks i n S u b d i v i s i o n 

ApR 1 9 1984 

° l i CON. DIV. 
D/ST. 3 

We, the r e s i d e n t s o f V a l l e Grande Estates and other concerned 
c i t i z e n s , p e t i t i o n the C i t y o f Farmington, New Mexico to take 
i n v e s t i g a t i v e and c o r r e c t i v e a c t i o n i n the matter of gas leaks i n the 
s u b d i v i s i o n . 

The leaks at two p r o p e r t i e s , 2109 Camino Rio and 2113 Camino Rio, i n 
the s u b d i v i s i o n were found i n mid November of 1981 by the Gas Company 
o f New Mexico w h i l e on r o u t i n e check of t h e i r gas l i n e s . 

The methane gas s o i l s a t u r a t i o n embraces an area of about 50' wide by 
approximately 400' l o n g and i n c l u d e s s o i l under sidewalks, s t r e e t s and 
residences. 

The Gas Company proved c o n c l u s i v e l y t h a t the gas was not from t h e i r 
1 i n e s . 

The area O i l C o n s e r v a t i o n D i v i s i o n plugged an abandoned w e l l i n the 
area and placed s o i l v e n t s a t the two residences, both o p e r a t i o n s to 
no a v a i l . 

I n May of 1982 b o t h the c i t y and s t a t e declared the leaks a n a t u r a l 
phenomenon. No c o n c r e t e e f f o r t s t o a s c e r t a i n the source or r e l i e v e 
the p l i g h t o f the c i t i z e n s have been made since t h a t time. 

Based on f i n d i n g s from s o i l samples and b e l i e f s o f Petroleum and 
Chemical Engineers, G e o l o g i s t s and employees i n the o i l and gas 
i n d u s t r y , we do not concur w i t h the May opinions of C i t y A t t o r n e y , 
Dwight A r t h u r , o r D i s t r i c t S u p e r v i s o r , Frank T. Chavez, D i s t r i c t O i l 
Conservation D i v i s i o n , Energy and Minerals Department of the State of 
New Mexico, t h a t the gas leaks are a n a t u r a l phenomenon or Act of 
God. 



P E T I T I O N 

To: C i t y o f F a r m i n g t o n 
From: R e s i d e n t s o f V a l l e Grande E s t a t e s 
Re: Gas l e a k s i n S u b d i v i s i o n 

We, the r e s i d e n t s o f V a l l e Grande E s t a t e s and o t h e r c o n c e r n e d 
c i t i z e n s , p e t i t i o n t h e C i t y o f F a r m i n g t o n , New M e x i c o t o t a k e 
i n v e s t i g a t i v e and c o r r e c t i v e a c t i o n i n t h e m a t t e r o f gas l e a k s i n t h e 
s u b d i v i s i o n . 

NAME 
ADDRESS TELEPHONE 



UTAH| COLO 

ARIZ., N.M. 
CITY OF FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO 

CITY ATTORNEY 

505 /327-7701 

A p r i l 17, 1984 
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Mr. Frank Chavez 
Energy & Minerals Department 
O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n 
Aztec D i v i s i o n O f f i c e 
1000 Rio Brazos Road 
Aztec, NM 87410 

SIT 
4£R 1 9 JS84 

OIL CON. DIV 
. D/ST. 3 

Re: N a t u r a l Gas — V a l l e Grande S u b d i v i s i o n 

Dear Frank: 

Mrs. Brady has asked t o be placed upon the Agenda f o r the 
C i t y Council meeting t o be held on Tuesday, A p r i l 24, 1984, 
f o r the purpose o f p r e s e n t i n g a p e t i t i o n t o the C i t y Council 
p e r t a i n i n g t o the above matter. 

The C i t y Manager has asked i f i t would be p o s s i b l e f o r you 
t o appear a t the Manager's Report Meeting before the C i t y 
C o uncil on Tuesday, A p r i l 24, 1984, a t 5:00 p.m. t o e x p l a i n 
the t e c h n i c a l i t i e s o f the n a t u r a l gas problem t o new members 
of the C i t y C o uncil and has asked i f you might be a v a i l a b l e 
t o answer any questions which might a r i s e a t the C i t y Council 
meeting which begins a t 7:30 p.m. The Managers Report t o 
the C i t y C o uncil Meeting i s held i n Room 102 ( A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
O f f i c e ) o f the C i t y H a l l b u i l d i n g . Parking i s a v a i l a b l e i n 
the v i s i t o r s ' p a r k i n g area a t the east end of the C i t y H a l l 
b u i l d i n g . 

As per our telephone conversation t h i s morning, t h i s l e t t e r 
i s w r i t t e n c o n f i r m a t i o n of the meeting times, and also t h a t 
you have informed me t h a t you w i l l be a v a i l a b l e t o a t t e n d 
b o t h meetings. 

Thank you f o r your a t t e n t i o n . 

Very t r u l y yours, 

.gnt u*. Ajrtmur 
C i t y A t t o r n e y 

DDA/tlm 

cc: Manchester 
H. Clay 
A. Conners 
K. C a r l i s l e 

R. 
B. 
B. 
S. 

P 0. BOX 

Metzler 
Randolph 
Mowles 
Mack 

900 , 874 99 



CITY OF FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO 

CITY ATTORNEY 

505 / 327-7701 
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A p r i l 12, 1984 

Mr. Frank T. Chavez 
D i s t r i c t Superv i sor 
Energy and M i n e r a l s Department 
O i l Conserva t ion D i v i s i o n 
1000 Rio Brazos Road 

A z t e c , N.M. 87410 

Re: Natural Gas Leak-Valle Grande Subdivision 

Dear Frank: 
The City of Farmington, i n connection w i t h i t s plans f o r 
sewer extension, replaced the sewer i n Camino Rio i n f r o n t 
of the Roberts and Brady residences. 

Apparently a representative of a state agency which I am 
informed may have been the State Environmental Improvement 
Agency, inspected the Brady and Roberts premises and stated 
t h a t , since the City had replaced the sewer l i n e , the City 
was obviously responsible f o r damage to the Brady and Roberts 
property. 

Since i t i s possible that construction of the sewer l i n e may 
have resulted i n a change of conditions, i t would be appreciated 
i f the O i l and Gas Commission could send a technician to 
recheck the levels of gas i n the testholes previously made 
around the Roberts and Brady property, r e t e s t the gas levels 
i n the City's sanitary sewer system, and r e t e s t the gas 
levels i n and under the houses upon the property. 

I have discussed t h i s proposal w i t h C i t y Engineer Hoby Clay, 
Building Inspector Bob Randolph and F i r e Chief A l Conners. 

AP-K1 31984 

°& ecu f> 

J) P O BOX 90Q . 874 99 



„, ^ ? A p r i l 12, 1984 
Mr. Frank T. Chavez ^ 

TTnnefullv vou w i l l be able to honor our request and i n such 
event ^wou^d appreciate your coordinating such tests and 
?he r e p o r t s thereof w i t h the above named xndxvxduals. 

With my thanks and regards t o you, I am 

Very t r u l y yours, 

fe^ A£&§**% 

C i t y Attorney 

hs 
xc: W. Manchester, City Manager 

R. L. Metzler, Public Works Dxrector 
H*. c i a y , C i t y Engineer 
B. Randolph, Building Inspector 
A. Conners, F i r e Chief 
B. Mowles, Personnel Director 
K C a r l i s l e , Insurance Dept.-
S Mack, Customer Service Director 

fnf e ™ :; '/J 

°k CCN. DW.1 
DfST. 3 
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4 San Juan BPW 
To Santa Fe 

On the Bus to Visit New Mexico Legislators 

It was rush, scrambled luggage, 
laughter and "Wait for me" Mon
day when the San Juan Business 
and Professional Women boarded a 
chartered bus for the New Mexico 
Business and Professional Women's 
legislative breakfast In Santa Fe. 

The San Juan BPW had the larg
est representation ln the state for 
the annual opportunity to meet state 
legislators and give them view
points from a business woman's out
look. Thirty eight business women 
from the area boarded the bus tak
ing along several guests. 

Richard Buff in gton, aid to Bill 
Richardson, was on board as 
"chaperone and guide," Assistant 
City Attorney Ray Archambeau, 
and owner of Mane Master, Phil 
Hutton accompanied the group. Two 
husbands, Steve Jacquez and Joe 
Hopper accompanied the bus load 
and according to Hopper, "Learned 
a lot." 

Primary purpose of the trip was 
to meet with other women in busi
ness, do some networking on 
women's issues and attend a session 
of the legislature. 

Sen. Christine Donisthorpe spon
sored, a reception Monday evening 
to allow San Juan BPW members 
an opportunity to meet other women 
in the legislature. 

It was during this reception that 
Winnie Bradey of Farmington put 
on a sign board and began her cam
paign for legislation concerning 
dangerous gas leaks. 

Mrs. Bradey is one of the home 
owners evicted by a gas leak in 
April 1982 that haa not been solved. 
Two homes on Camino Rio remain 
empty because of the gas leak and it 
has not been determined to bo tho 
responsibility of any agency. 

Several othor members of the 
group were on the trip to meet legis
lators on particular Issues, For ox-
ample: 

Both Motculf wontod to talk on 
replratory care legislation. 

Johnnie Byrd was interested In 
the state of events for highway by
pass legislation. 

Stovo and Tonl Jiicquca wantod to 
chock on school fumllng ami wuyi It 
wan lo IM IIBUII, 

Betty Buffington wanted to know 
more about changes pending in cos
metology regulations as well as ap
pointments to the cosmetology 
board. 

Marge Atkinson was talking 
about funding for counseling pro* 
grams for children who have been 
abused or who are in domestic vio
lence situations. 

Lela Holmes was moving on In
surance discrimination measures. 
The Santa Fe BPW provided a hos
pitality room and had made ar
rangements for a seminar on insur
ance discrimination. 

Many of the legislators and vis
itors met Informally following the 
workshop for further discussion. 

The Tuesday morning breakfast 
involved more than 200 BPW repre
sentatives and legislators. Tables 
were set up so a representative or 
senator was at each table with the 
visitors. Keynote speaker for the 
day was the national president of 
BPW, Paula Nadenwald, who was 
visiting New Mexico after a trip to 
Washington, D.C. She was returning 
to her HiUsbro, Wash., home. 

Ms. Nadenwald's theme was the 
"Feminization of Poverty" with 
statistics to back her statements on 
the change tn the group of people in 
the poverty level nnd ways to pro-
vent the continued trend. 

A highlight of the visit to Santa 
Fe was the opportunity to visit tho 
Roundhouse and watch the repre
sentatives In action. About 50 bills 
were introdu ced In the hour boforo 
the House recessed to meet In joint 
session with the Senate for an ad
dress by U.S. Sen. Pete Dominic!,. 
R-NM. 

The session ran a little longer 
than regularly scheduled, The 
KannJngton contingent ate lunch to
gether and returned by bus to 
Farmington. 

Conversation and activity on the 
return bus was much calmer than 
tho previous uftornoon. 

Tho officers attending the two-
day affair felt the leglsluton had 
listened courteously to tho words of 
tho RPW moninora and had, per-
luiin, lm™ Influenced favorably by 
Uiom, 

Winnie Brady Uses Sign Board for Emphasis 
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A L B E R T W. CONNERS 

F I R E C H I E F 

J u l y 18, 1983 

Mr. Frank Chavez 
O i l Conservation Commission 
1000 Rio Brazas Road 
Aztec, New Mexico 87410 

Dear Frank: 

I was r e c e n t l y contacted by Mr. H a r o l d Roberts, one of 
the home owners i n the V a l l e Grande S u b d i v i s i o n , t h a t ex
perienced the gas p e r c o l a t i o n s i t u a t i o n l a s t year. 

He i n d i c a t e d two areas of concern. 

F i r s t , he f e l t t h a t c h i l d r e n or v a g r a n t s may be p l a y i n g 
around the abandoned premises he owns t h e r e , as evidenced 
by c i g a r e t t e b u t t s , e t c . , he says he found on the back side 
of the house. I am f o r w a r d i n g a note t o t h e Farmington 
P o l i c e Department so they can keep an eye on t h i s s i t u a t i o n . 

His second concern centered around what he f e l t was a 
d i s t i n c t increase i n the amount of gas he smells i n the area, 
e s p e c i a l l y around the r e l i e f vents t h a t were i n s t a l l e d i n 
the area. 

You may want t o check on t h i s r e p o r t e d i n c r e a s e , as 
Mr. Roberts f e e l s t h e r e has been a r e c e n t change. 

I f I can be of any a s s i s t a n c e , please f e e l f r e e t o 
c o n t a c t me. 

Yours t r u l y , 

A. W. Conners, Chief 
Farmington F i r e Department 

cc: W. Manchester, C i t y Manager 
H. Clay, C i t y Engineer 
D. A r t h u r , C i t y A t t o r n e y 
K. C a r l i s l e , Employee B e n e f i t s / Insurance D 
C. S h i e l d s , Chief of P o l i c e 
B. Davis, Gas Company of New Mexico 

JUL2 019S3 

S M O K E A L A R M S S A V E LIVE&IL CON. DlV 
DIST. 3 



INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
CITY OF FARMINGTON 

To: C a l v i n Shields, Chief o f P o l i c e Date: J u l y 18, 1983 

From: A. W. Conners, F i r e Chief O^ i^ -

Subject: Suggested Close P a t r o l 

Mr. Harold Roberts, former r e s i d e n t of 2113 Camino 
Rio, contacted me rega r d i n g h i s concerns t h a t c h i l d r e n 
or vagrants have been around h i s p r e s e n t l y abandoned 
residence, which i s i n an area o f gas seepage or perco
l a t i o n through the ground. 

I i n d i c a t e d t o him I would pass on t o t h e P o l i c e 
Department h i s concerns i n t h i s m a t t e r , w i t h the idea 
t h a t you might i n s t i t u t e a c l o s e p a t r o l or some o t h e r 
a c t i o n you f e e l may be a p p r o p r i a t e . 

I f you have any questions i n t h i s regard, please 
f e e l f r e e t o c o n t a c t me. 

AWC/cls 

cc: W. Manchester, C i t y Manager 
H. Clay, C i t y Engineer 
D. A r t h u r , C i t y A t t o r n e y 
K ^ - C a r l i s l e , Employee B e n e f i t s / I n s u r a n c e D i r . 
JF". Chavez, O i l Conservation Commission 
B. Davis, Gas Company of New Mexico 

m 2 0ia&3 
OIL CON. DIV. 

v DIST. 3 
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