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Breitburn Operating LP, Temporary Pit Closure Report 
Libby Minerals LLC 2032 No. 081J (API No. 30-021-20572) 
UL J, Section 8, T20N, R32E, NMPM  Harding County, NM 

 
1. The pit will be closed within six (6) months from the date that the drilling or workover rig is 
 released.  If necessary, the division district office may grant an extension not to exceed three (3)  months. 
 The drilling rig was released 9/29/2015.  The pit remained open pending completion of the well.  On 
 4/12/2016 a three (3) month extension was granted by Santa Fe District NMOCD (attached), requiring 
 pit closure by 6/29/2016.  Due to economic conditions and weather related delays, the pit was closed 
 10/25/2017.  
2. Surface owners will be notified by Certified Mail at least 72 hours but not more than one week prior to 
 closure of the temporary pit.  The notice shall include well name, API number and location.  
 Surface owner was notified verbally prior to pit closure.  Reference attached letter confirming 
 notification. 
3. The appropriate Division District Office (OCD) will be notified verbally and in writing at least 72 hours but 
 not more than one week prior to closure of the temporary pit.  The notice shall  include well name, API 
 number and location. 
 NMOCD was notified verbally of pit closure, written confirmation of closure is attached. 
4. If on-site burial is on PRIVATE LAND, Breitburn Operating LP will file a deed notice identifying the  exact 
 location of the onsite burial with the county clerk in county where onsite burial occurs.  
 Certified Recorded Deed Notice attached. 
5. All liquids from the pit will be removed prior to closure. 
 Liquids were removed by Pacheco Trucking and Construction and disposed of at the 
 Gandy Marley Inc. Waste Facility (NM-711-1-0019) in the Liquid Stabilization Unit (Permit #B1041) 
6. The pit will be stabilized with clean non-waste earthen material with a ratio no more than 3:1. 
 Pit was stabilized with non-waste containing earthen material in order to achieve the  solidification 
 process.  The solidification process was accomplished by using a combination of natural drying and 
 mechanically mixing.  Pit contents were mixed with non-waste earthen material to a consistency that is 
 deemed safe and stable.  The mixing ratio consisted of approximately 3 parts clean soil to 1 part pit 
 contents.  
7. After stabilization, the contents of the pit will be tested to determine whether concentrations are below 
 standards.  A five-point composite sample will be collected.  The samples will be sent to an approved 
 laboratory and analyzed for benzene, total BTEX, THP, the GRO and DRO combined fraction and chlorides.  
 Assuming water could be encountered around 100’, the following should not be exceeded: 

• Chlorides (determined by EPA method 300.1):  40,000 mg/kg or background concentration, whichever is 
greater 

• TPH (EPA SW-846 method 418.a or other division approved EPA method): 2500 mg/kg 
• GRO and DRO combined fraction (EPA SW-846 method 8015M):  1000mg/kg 
• BTEX (EPA SW-846 method 8021B or 8260B or other approved EPA method):  50 mg/kg 

 Benzene (EPA SW 846 method 8021B or 8206B or other approved EPA method): 10 mg/kg  
 A five point composite sample was taken of the pit using sample tools and all samples tested per 
 Subsection B of 19.15.17.1 3(B)(1)(b).  Results attached. 
8. If the contents are above the concentration limits after stabilization, Breitburn will comply with 
 19.15.17.13.C (Waste Excavation and Removal. 
 Not necessary. 
9. If it is determined that contents of the pit don’t exceed the above-specified concentrations, the pit will be 
 covered with compacted, non-waste-containing, earthen material.  A division-prescribed soil cover will be 
 constructed and the site will be re-contoured and re-vegetated per Subsection D, E, F, G, H of 19.15.17.13 
 NMAC. 
 The pit material passed solidification and testing standards.  The pit area was then back filled with 
 compacted, non-waste containing earthen material. 



10. All areas associated with the pit that are no longer being used will be substantially restored to the 
 condition that existed prior to well operations by placement of the soil cover re-contouring to match 
 original contours and surrounding topography, and re-vegetating. 
 This was done – please see attached photographs. 
11. If an alternative to the re-vegetation requirements is required to prevent erosion, protect fresh water, or 
 protect human health and the environment, this alternative will be proposed to the surface owner.  The 
 proposed alternative, with written documentation demonstrating the surface owner’s approval, will be 
 submitted to the division for approval. 
 No alternative is required.  
12. Soil cover will consist of 4’ of non-waste containing earthen material with chloride concentrations less 
 than 600 mg/kg including 1’ topsoil. 
 Four feet of non-waste earthen cover was achieved including one foot of suitable material to establish 
 vegetation. 
13. All contents, including synthetic pit liners will be buried in place by folding outer edges of the pit liner to 
 overlap waste material, and then installing a geometric liner cover that is 20 mil string reinforced LLDPE, 
 synthetic material, impervious, resistant to ultra violet light, petroleum hydrocarbons, salts, acid and 
 alkaline. 
 This was done, including placing a 20 mil LLDPE liner cover. 
14. Soil cover will be constructed to the site’s existing grade and will prevent water erosion of the cover 
 material. 
 This was done – please see attached photographs. 
15. The first favorable growing season following pit closure, all disturbed areas associated with the pit and no 
 longer being used will be seeded or planted.  
 This area will be re-seeded during the next growing season in this area. Reference attached letter 
16. Seeding will be accomplished by drilling on the contour whenever practical, or by other division-approved 
 methods.  Vegetative cover will be considered complete when there is a life form ratio of +/- 50% of pre-
 disturbance levels with at least 70% total plant cover of pre-disturbance level (excluding noxious weeds) 
 or in accordance with 19.15.17.13.H.5.d 
 This will be done during the next growing season in this area. 
17. Seeding or planting will be repeated until the required vegetative cover is successfully achieved. 
 Breitburn will comply. 
18. When conditions aren’t favorable for the establishment of vegetation (such as during periods of 
 drought), the division will be contacted for approval to delay seeding or planting, or for approval 
 to use additional cultural techniques such as mulching, fertilizing, irrigating, fencing, etc.  
 Attached letter. 
19. The division will be notified when seeding or planting is completed, and when successful re-
 vegetation has ben achieved. 
 Breitburn will comply. 
20. Place a steel marker at the center of the on-site burial. The marker shall be 4” diameter, at least 
 4’ high and cemented 3’ deep. 
 Please reference attached letter confirming the desire of the surface owner to have no steel 
 marker. 
21. Within 60 days of closure completion, a report will be submitted on form C-144 with necessary 
 attachments to document closure activities, including sampling results, a plot plan and 
 backfilling details. In this report, Breitburn will certify that all information is correct and that 
 Breitburn has complied with all applicable requirements and conditions specified in the 
 approved Closure Plan. A plat of  the temporary pit location will provided on form C-102. 
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