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2RP-3646 

Investigation Summary and Work Plan 

Zach McCormick Federal Com #1 

May 10, 2016 

 

Introduction 

This summary and work plan by Matador Resources details knowledge and plans for remediation of the 
Zach McCormick Federal Com #1 incident that occurred the evening of April 9, 2016.  The Zach 
McCormick Federal Com #1 is located in Section 18, Township 24S, Range 29E of Eddy County, NM.  This 
is a fee lease with Federal mineral.  The geodetic position is 32°13’22.5336 N, 104°1’49.9506W.   
Approximately 20 barrels of fluid carried over on the gas buster during drilling operations.  A berm was 
created around the spill area.  A vacuum truck came to flush and remove the spilled water based mud.  
The release was reported to the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division Artesia office on April 10, 2016.  
OCD issued remediation project (RP) number 2RP-3646.  Attachments include surveys, pictures, and 
map. 

Setting 

The setting is as follows: 

• The surface elevation is approximately 2,953 feet above sea level. 
• The topography is flood plains with alluvial fans derived from sedimentary rock with harkey, 

very fine sandy loam.1 
• Groundwater depth is shallow according to records from the New Mexico Office of the State 

Engineer (OSE) used for irrigation. (See attached OSE well locations)  
• No drinking water wells in the area.  (See attached OSE water well reports)  

Remediation Action 

Collect soil samples at surface where asked by the surface owner to be analyzed by Cardinal Labs in 
Hobbs, NM.  Upon return of results, determine whether or not further action needs to occur.  

                                                           
1 http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx 
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Landowner 
water well 

Use of well Start Date Finish Date Depth of 
well 

Depth to 
water 

Casing size 

C-00738 irrigation 14 Jan 1957 17 Jan 1957 125 12 162 
 

Remediation Actions  

Soil samples were collected as shown on the attached plat at the surface and delivered to 
Cardinal Labs in Hobbs, NM.  Data and results are attached.   

Conclusion 

Based on the lab results, Matador Resources would like to see 2RP-3646 closed. 

  

                                                           
2 http://www.ose.state.nm.us/index.php 

Irrigation wells in 
the area. 

 

Well location 
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