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"BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Carlsbad Field Office
620, East Greene Street
Carlsbad; New Mexico 88220
575-234-5972

Permanent Ahandonment ‘of Federal Wells
Conditions of Approval

“Failure to comply with the following Conditions of Approval may. result in a Notice of Incidents of
Noncomphance (INC)4n:accordance with 43 CFR 3163.1.

i. Pluggmg operationy shall commence within nineg (90) days from the approval date of this
Notice of Intent to Abandon..

fyon ave unablefo piug the well by $he:90® 3ay provide fhis. office, prior to the 90® day, with
the:reason for not mesting the deadline and s, date when'wé can expect the well to be: plugged.
Failure to-do so- will result in enforcemem action.

The rigused for the. plugging procedure éaiinot be released and moved off withont the prioi
approval of the authorized officer. Failure to'do so may result in.enforcemert détion.

2. ﬁgﬁ_ﬁcatmn' Contact the appraprlate BLM office at: {least:24 hours prior té the

commeneing of any: plugging opérations.. For wells in' :Chaves and Roosevelt County; cafl 575-
627-0272; ‘Eddy:County, call- 575-361:2822; Lea-County, call 575-393-3612:

3 ngm Preventers: A blowout preventer (BOP), as appropriate, shall be installed before:
‘commencing any. plugginig operation. The BOP-must be, ihstalled and: maintained as:per-AP] and
manufagtirer recommendations. The minimum BOP: requirement is a2M systcm for a well not

deeper than 9; 090; feeti;a 3M system for a well'not deeper than 13,636 feet; and a SM system.fora
well not deeper than 22,727 feet.

4. Mud Reguirément: Mud shall be placed between:all plugs. ‘Minimum: consistency of plugging

mud shnll be obtained'by zmxmg at the rate of 25 sacks (50:pounds each) of gel per 100 barrels of

brine water. Minimur nite (9) pounds per gallon.

5. ‘Cement ngm;gg nt: ‘Sufficient cerpent shall be used.to bring eny reguired plug t6 the specified

:deprh and length. - Any-given cemént. volumes on the proposed plugging procedure are merely

‘estimates and-aré hot final. Unless specific approval‘is received, no. -plug except the surface plug

shall be less:than 25 sacks of céinent. .Any plug that requires:a tag will have a'minimum WOC time
of 4-hotus,

In lieu of a cement p!ug across perforations'in a cased hole (not for any other plugs), 8 bridge’plug
sét within'SO feet to.100 feet above the pe:fortmons shall be.capped with 25 sacks of cemert, Ifa
bajler is used to cap this plng, 35 feet of cement shail be sufficient. Before- pumping.or bailing

cement on top:of CIBP, tag will be required to verify depth. Based on depth, tag of the
¢ement may be deemedecessary:
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Reclamation Objectives and Procedures

‘Reclamation Obje ecﬁve- Ofl and-gas. devclopment is'one:of many-uses of the public lands rud resources.
“While development may f bave a'short- ofdang-term. effect oni the 1aid, successful reclamation can ensure
thie éffect'is not permanent.; Dunng the life of the development,-all disturbed areas fiot needed for activo
sipport of production operations s should undergo “interim” reclamation in order to minimize the:
‘environinenital: {mpacts.of develcpmmt on otbc:moum and uses. At ﬁna! abandmmmt, wyeell locations,

productwn facilides, and access roads must undergo “final” reclamation so that the character and
productivity of the'lahd and Water Are restored.

The long-term objective of; fina! reclamation is t6 set the course for eventusl ecosystem restoration,

‘including the restotation of thenatural vegetation commnmty, hydrology, and wildlife habitats. In most

“cages thiis means.seturnitig the land to'a condition approximating or.equal to that which existed prlor to.the
-distarbance. The finel godl of reclamation is: to restors the cheractes: of ths land'and water t0'its pre-.
disturbance condition. The operator is géperally not responsible for achiaving full ecological restoration of-
the site. Instead; tis operator must achieys tie short-term stability; visoal, hydrological, and prodm:nvxty

‘objectives of the Surface: mann%ment

.agency.and take steps necessary to easure thiat long-term’ objectives
will be reached thicugh natural processss.

To achieve these objectives; remova siy, and all contaminants, scrap/trash; équipmicat, pipelines and

powerdinies. Stiip and semove caliche, contour the'location to blend with the surounding landscape, ro-
‘dmﬁbme the native soils; provide erosion oontrol is needed, rip and seed as specified in the original APD

COA. This will apply 1o well pads; faclhtm, end access roads. Barricade access road at the starting point.

If reserve pits have not reclaunsd dns o salts ar.other contaminants, subfit'a plan for approvel;as to how
you propose to provide adaquam réstorption of the pit area,

1. The Applicanon for Permitto Drill or Reenter (APD, Form 3 160-3), Surface Use Plan.of
Opezations mwat: indude adequate measures for stabilization and reclamation of disturbed lands.

Of) and Gas. opu'ators must plm for reclamation, bo:h interim and final, up front in the APD
process as per.Onshare Oil std Gas Order No. 1.

. For wells.and/or access roads not having an approved plan, oran inadequate plan for surface
rec!amntw:x (eithu* intérim or finsl reclamation), the operator milst submit a pmposal describing
the procedures:for reclarnatioti. For interim reclamation; the appropridte time for submiittal woild
be when filing the Well Complmon of Récompletion Repost and Log (Form 3160:4), For fmal
reclamation; the eppropriste time for submittal would be-when ﬁlmg the Notice of Intent, or the
‘Subsequent Report 6f:Abandonment, Sundry Notices and Reporis on Wells (Form. 3160—5)
Interim reclamation is to be completed within 6 months of well' completxon, and fina] réclamation
is to be completed within §'ionths of well: abandomnem

The operator must fil a Subsequent Report Plug and Abandonment (Form 3160-5) following the
plugging of a well,

Previous mstmcnon had you waiting fora BLM specialist to-inspeci the:Jocation’ and provxde you
with reclamation requirements. If you bave an approved Surfacs Use Plan of Opération and/or an
approved Sundry Notice, you'are free to proceed with reclamation as per approved APD. X you
have issues ot concerns, contact a’BLM specialist to assist you. It would be in-your “nterest to
"have a BLM specialist look at the location and-access road: -prior.to the removal of reclamation
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Unless otherwise specified in the approved procedwre, the cement plug shall consist of either Neat
Class "C", forupto 7,500 fest of-depth or Neat Class "HY, for deeper than 7,500 feet plugs.

6; Qaﬁg}g_hmkg; All.casing shall be cut-0ff at the base of the cellar or'3 feet below final
restored ground level (whichever is deeper).. “The, BLM is to be riotified a minimum of 4kours

‘priOr to the wellhead being- -cut off 1o verify that cement is o surface in the casing and all

-annuluses; Wellhead cutoff ahall commence. wnthtn teni(10) calendar days of the well being
plugged. If the.cuf off cannct be done by:the 10® day, the BLM is to be contacted with
justification to: receive an extensior for completing the cutioff.-

The-wellibore shail then be: capped with a 4:inch pipe, 10- feét inlength; 4 feet abave ground and,
embedded: in cement, unless otherwise: aoted in. COA (rcqmrcmexns will be attached). The
following: information shall be permanently inscribed-on:the dry hole marker: well.name and.
fiumber; name of the: opemtor, léase serial number, surveyed location (quarter-quarter. ‘section,

section, wwnahxp and range or other authorized‘survey designation: acceptable to the authorized
officer:such as: metes aitd bounds).

7. Mmmm Within 30 days after plugging work is completed, filé one
ongmal and three copxes of the' Subseqant Report. of: A‘oandonmcnt, Form3160-5.t0 BLM. The
eport shou]d givc in detail thc manner in'which the: ‘Plugging wark was carried out, the extent (by
dcpths) of cement plugs placed ‘and the size:and location (by ‘dépths) of casing: left iri'the well.

8. Trash; All:trash; junkandothcrwastematcnalshallbecontamedmu'ashcagesor bins to

prevcnt scattering and.will be'removed and.deposited in an approved sanitary landfill. Burial on
siteis ot permitted:

Following the submission.and approval of the Stbsequent Report of Abandonment, surface
restoration'will be tequired. ‘See attached. réclamation procedure:

J. Amos 3/6/11



