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Cimarex Energy Red Hills SWD #1 Closure Report June 4, 2015 
 

Red Hills SWD #1 

1 INTRODUCTION 
Cimarex Energy has retained Diversified Field Service, Inc. (DFSI) to address environmental issues for the site 
detailed herein. 
 
The site is located south of highway 128 NM, in Lea County. The leak site resulted from a swedge failure. The 
impacted area is inside an unlined firewall of the battery. Approximately 140 bbls of produced water was 
released, and 120 bbls recovered. A C-141 was submitted to the NMOCD on January 9, 2015 (Appendix I). 
 
A second spill at the site occurred during remediation. The leak resulted from the fiberglass line coming off the 
fiberglass water storage tank snapping at the connection. Approximately 330 bbls of produced water was 
released, and 270 bbls were recovered. A C-141 was submitted to the NMOCD on March 30, 2015 (Appendix 
I). 

2 SITE ACTIVITIES 
On February 3, 2015 DFSI personnel delineated 8 sample points of the leak area. Each sample was tested for 
chloride levels as well as BTEX. The BTEX samples were performed using a Mini Rae Photoionization Detector 
(PID).  The results are attached (Appendix IV). 
 
DFSI personnel returned to the site to begin excavation. The entire spill area inside the bermed facility was 
excavated to 2’ bgs. During remediation, a second spill occurred on location. DFSI re-sampled the location, as 
the new spill occurred over the same area as the first spill. The workplan for the first spill was implemented for 
the second spill and the site was restored to its previous state.  
 
All contaminated soil was hauled to an approved NM state disposal. Fresh caliche was brought in for backfill. 
The berms were also rebuilt. The location was restored to its previous state. 
 
Photographs of site activities can be viewed in Appendix II.   
 
 

3 CONCLUSION 
DFSI, on behalf of Cimarex, respectfully requests the closure of the regulatory file for the site. 
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Initial spill photos inside bermed area  Initial spill photos inside bermed area 

 

             

Initial spill photos inside bermed area  Initial spill photos inside bermed area 



              

Initial spill around tanks    Initial spill around tanks 

 

Second spill inside bermed area. Fluid being recovered by vacuum truck 

 

 

 



 

Spill area excavated to 2’ bgs 

 

Spill area excavated to 2’ bgs 



 

Fresh caliche being brought in for backfill 

 

Fresh caliche being used for backfill 



 

Caliche used for backfill around tanks 

 

Compacting and constructing new berms around facility 
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Diversified Environmental Services

Company Name: cimarex SP Date: 2/4/2015
Location Name: red hills swd #1 Rel Date: 

SP1 CHL PID SP2 CHL PID SP3 CHL PID SP4 CHL PID SP5 CHL PID
surf 874 386.9 surf 2799 575.3 surf 5598 surf 799 75.4 surf 1024 122

1 5798 416.3 1 3373 70.9 1 6847 1 1999 0 1 1749 52
2 6647 94.9 2 3673 74.5 2 7347 2 1749 0 2 3049 22
3 6772 34.8 3 2999 110.7 3 4823 3 4374 0 3 3823 5.4
4 4748 12.9 4 4623 101.3 4 5748 4 1474 0 4 749 0
5 4773 22.5 5 3698 14.5 5 1824 5 1649 0 5 1399 0
6 4998 13.8 6 3673 29.4 6 2799 6 1899 0 6 1499 0
7 4623 45.2 7 6098 5.1 7 2324 7 3149 0 7 2074 0.7
8 5448 61.3 8 4673 101.5 8 3573 8 3224 0 8 1624 0.9
9 3998 45.3 9 4623 9.5 9 1899 9 3748 0 9 3149 1.7

10 3623 99.7 10 4848 15.2 10 1974 10 auger refusal 10 1274 1.5
11 2674 369.2 11 4448 22.5 11 1999 11 1199 0.2
12 3174 260.1 12 4373 15.4 12 2624 12 1274 0.1
13 3423 184.2 13 3873 40.3 13 4098 13 1724 1.8
14 3298 124.6 14 3773 45.1 14 auger refusal 14 auger refusal
15 3248 144.6 15 3598 10.5
16 3298 109.4 16 3074 7.1

  

Lab Confirmation Sample
Field Sampling
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Diversified Environmental Services

SP6 CHL PID SP7 CHL PID SP8 CHL PID SP9 CHL PID SP10 CHL PID
surf 499 39.8 surf 1699 0.1 surf 1699 20.5

1 3099 20.6 1 5948 0 1 5948 0
2 3298 3.9 2 3099 0 2 3099 0
3 5123 1.4 3 2374 0 3 2374 0
4 1274 6.7 4 2924 0 4 2924 0
5 1274 0.1 5 1149 0 5 1149 0
6 1199 0.8 6 1024 0 6 1024 0
7 824 0.1 7 524 0 7 524 0
8 824 0.5 8 1799 0 8 1799 0
9 1174 26.3 9 1724 0 9 1499 0

10 1324 0.3 10 1499 0 10 1724 0
11 1449 0.6 11 1924 0 11 1499 0
12 1499 11.1 12 1424 0 12 1924 0
13 1674 0.4 13 1499 0 13 1424 0
14 1874 0 14 auger refusal 14 auger refusal
15 auger refusal

Lab Confirmation Sample
Field Sampling
Needs Delineation and confirmation samples  Page 2



Diversified Environmental Services

SP11 CHL PID SP12 CHL PID SP13 CHL PID SP14 CHL PID SP15 CHL PID

Lab Confirmation Sample
Field Sampling
Needs Delineation and confirmation samples Page 3



Diversified Environmental Services

SP16 CHL PID SP17 CHL PID SP18 CHL PID SP19 CHL PID SP20 CHL PID

Lab Confirmation Sample
Field Sampling
Needs Delineation and confirmation samples Page 4



Diversified Environmental Services

Company Name: CIMAREX SP Date: 3/30/2015
Location Name: RED HILLS SWD 1 Rel Date: 

SP1 CHL PID SP2 CHL PID SP3 CHL PID SP4 CHL TPH SP5 CHL TPH
2' 4273 35.6 2' 2174 22.6 2' 6522 30.6
3' 2249 28.3 3' 6198 30.4 3' 674 18.7
4' 1499 32.4 4' 3373 32.6 4' 749 12.2
5' 1549 17.1 5' 2924 19.1
6' 1374 23.4 6' 2249 22.3
7' 1374 30 7' 6997 20.1
8' 1124 36.2 8' AUGER REFUSALE
9' 899 41.2
10' 899 38.6
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SP6 CHL TPH SP7 CHL TPH SP8 CHL TPH SP9 CHL TPH SP10 CHL TPH

Lab Confirmation Sample
Field Sampling
Needs Delineation and confirmation samples  Page 2
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SP11 CHL TPH SP12 CHL TPH SP13 CHL TPH SP14 CHL TPH SP15 CHL TPH
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SP16 CHL TPH SP17 CHL TPH SP18 CHL TPH SP19 CHL TPH SP20 CHL TPH
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